
 

 
 
Ms Susan Templeman MP   
Federal Member for Macquarie 

Ground Floor, 299 George St 
Windsor NSW 2756  
By Email: Susan.Templeman.MP@aph.gov.au 

         19 February 2023 
 
Dear Ms Templeman 
 
 
Great Western Highway upgrade - Blackheath to Little Hartley- EPBC Number: 

2022/09399 - Referral on whether the proposal requires further assessment  
and approval under the EPBC Act 

 
The Society was very concerned to learn on 15 February that the period for comment 
on the referral of the proposed Great Western Highway upgrade - Blackheath to Little 
Hartley had opened on 30 January (at the end of the summer holiday period) and had 
already closed.  We understand that, in fact, no comments were received from the 
public.  The Society was not aware that this referral was open for comment and did 
not see any publicity or public notice in regard to it.  The proposal is a multi million 
dollar tunnel project with an eight year construction period under sensitive bushland 
and swamps and near waterways feeding into Sydney’s water supply catchment.  The 
Society believes that if it had been publicised it would have attracted informed 
comment regarding impacts on matters of national environmental significance.   
 
The Society ask that you make representations to the Minister for the Environment 
that the project should have further consideration and assessment under the 
Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act and that the 
period for public comment on the project be extended and publicised. 
 
The Society has serious concerns about the project’s impacts on matters of national 
environmental significance including the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area, 
listed threatened species and ecological communities including nationally listed 
swamps. The EIS for the project appears to have been hastily produced with 
necessary studies not yet available.  Further, the Society is concerned that the EPBC 
Act referral has occurred concurrently with exhibition of the EIS.  As you would be 
aware, matters of national environmental significance should be incorporated into the 
scope for the preparation of an adequate environmental impact statement from the 
outset.  
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