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         6 December 2022 
 
The Hon. Natasha Maclaren-Jones 
Minister for Families and Communities 
Minister for Disability Services 
Parliament House,  
Macquarie St, Sydney NSW 2000        
Lodged online:  
 
 
Dear Ms Maclaren-Jones 
 
Re: Clairvaux Centre, Katoomba 
 
The Blue Mountains Conservation Society (the Society) is a community-based volunteer 
organisation with over 900 members. Its mission is to help conserve the natural 
environment of the Greater Blue Mountains and to increase awareness of the natural 
environment in general. 
 
The Society is concerned at the proposal to sell the Clairvaux Centre in Katoomba 
(Clairvaux). Clairvaux, which is currently owned by the Department of Communities and 
Justice (the Department).  It is home to a number of community organisations, including 
an environmental organisation (The Blue Mountains Wild Plant Rescue Service) and the 
Blue Mountains Aboriginal Culture and Resource Centre. 
 
Clairvaux is a key site in Katoomba with an important history, having been a Government-
run children’s home established in the late 1960s. In view of its current importance to the 
community and its historical significance, the Society is firmly of the view that Clairvaux 
should remain a community resource. 
 
In addition, the Society is concerned that if the site is sold, there is a high likelihood that it 
will be earmarked for more intensive development. The Society notes that this site is 
situated on a ridgeline, very close to an escarpment that overlooks a World Heritage listed 
national park. The Society submits that intensive development so close to the escarpment 
is inappropriate, noting that stormwater and other run-off drains into the surrounding World 
Heritage Area. Governments at all levels have an obligation to protect the region’s World 
Heritage values from the adverse impacts of urban development on the ridgetops.  
 
The Society is aware that the Blue Mountains City Council has also voiced its concern 
over the proposed eviction of three important community non-government organisations 
from the Clairvaux site. 
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