
    
 
Monday 29th October 2012           MEDIA RELEASE: For immediate release 
 
Report finds coal extraction and combustion presents health risks 
 

A report has found that people living close to coal extraction and combustion processes are at 
risk of negative impacts to their health and community. In particular, open-cut coal extraction is 
bad news for the elderly and children.  
  
‘The Health and Social Impacts of Coal Report’ was launched Monday 29th October 2012 by 
Professor Ian Olver AM CEO of the Australian Cancer Council. Over 100 people attended the 
event that was held at the Medical Foundation Auditorium, The University of Sydney.   
 
The University’s Health and Sustainability Unit explored and reported on the local and 
international evidence about the health and social impacts of coal extraction and combustion on 
people living in nearby communities. The key finding is:  
 

“There are clear indications from the international health research literature that there are 
serious health and social harms associated with coal mining and coal‐ fired power 
stations for people living in surrounding communities.” 

 
“The findings in this report are alarming on two levels. One, because everything people fear 
about their health has been confirmed, and two, because the government’s response is utterly 
lacking,” says Justin McKee of the Blue Mountains Conservation Society.  
 
“Whilst the NSW government has put in place a dust monitoring program in the Hunter, unless 
something is done with the results people around the entire state will continue to get sick.  
 
“This is another report released in Australia telling us the same message: communities within 
close proximity to coal extraction and coal combustion processes are at risk.   
 
“Failure to respond leaves the government responsible for the adverse health outcomes we are 
seeing.”   
 
“Residents of Cullen Bullen have spoken very loudly and clearly to the Planning and 
Assessment Commission on the Coalpac Consolidation Project: They do not want to see an 
expansion to the breakdown of their local environment, their local community or their health. 
This report back’s up why it should not go ahead. All three would be broken down.  
 
“An approval would only improve the quality of life for the owners in Melbourne, the Libermann 
family, while the local residents see theirs systematically destroyed,” says Mr. McKee.  
 
Media Contact:  Justin McKee 0404 824 020 
 
Link to Report: http://media.beyondzeroemissions.org/coal_health_Report_FINAL.pdf 
 



 
 
 
 
Background briefing:  
 
Summary of key findings for Research Question 1 – Health harms 
 
Adults in coal mining communities have been found to have: 
> Higher rates of mortality from lung cancer, chronic heart, respiratory and kidney diseases 
> Higher rates of cardiopulmonary disease, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) and 
other lung diseases, hypertension, kidney disease, heart attack and stroke, and asthma 
> Increased probability of a hospitalisation for COPD (by 1% for each 1,462 tons of coal mined), 
and for hypertension (by 1% for each 1,873 tons of coal mined). 
> Poorer self‐rated health and reduced quality of life 
 
Children and infants in coal mining communities have been found to have: 
> Increased respiratory symptoms including wheeze, cough and absence from school with 
respiratory symptoms although not all studies reported this effect 
> High blood levels of heavy metals such as lead and cadmium 
> Higher incidence of neural tube deficits, a high prevalence of any birth defect, and a greater 
chance of being of low birth weight (a risk factor for future obesity, diabetes and heart disease) 
 
Adults (and whole population) in communities near coal‐ fired power stations and coal 
combustion 
facilities have been found to have: 
> Increased risk of death from lung, laryngeal and bladder cancer 
> Increased risk of skin cancer (other than melanoma) 
> Increased asthma rates and respiratory symptoms 
 
Children, infants, and fetal outcomes in communities near coal‐ fired power stations and coal 
combustion 
facilities have been found to have: 
> Oxidative deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) damage 
> Higher rates of preterm birth, low birth weight, miscarriages and stillbirths 
> Impaired fetal and child growth and neurological development 
> Increased asthma rates and respiratory symptoms. 
 
 
Link to Report: http://media.beyondzeroemissions.org/coal_health_Report_FINAL.pdf 
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