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Blue Mountains Conservation Society Inc. 

HUT NEWS  Issue No. 320 

November 2014 

“Nature Conservation Saves for Tomorrow” 

VOTE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 
Our Website Coverage of the NSW State Election:           

Have a look!  www.bluemountains.org.au 

As part of the Society's broader Vote for 
the Environment Campaign, a new set of 
web pages and resources have been 
released to provide both members and the 
general public with an environmentally 
oriented election coverage.  

There are of course the very necessary 
environmental “Asks” of government by 
the Society, but this year we are also 
providing both summary and detailed 
coverage of the incumbent NSW 
Government's environmental track record, 
along with candidates responses to our 
questions, and much more.  

To have a look, just follow the prominent 
link from our main web page 

www.bluemountains.org.au 

10/50 Vegetation Clearing 

Code 

The pressure is mounting on the 
Baird Government over the 10/50 
Vegetation Clearing Code of 
Practice (the Code) which is seeing 
thousands of trees cut down across 
Sydney and the state.  Due to the 
public outcry the government has 
announced a review of the Code.   

Please see our submission guide 
(http://www.nature.org.au/healthy-
ecosystems/bushfire-program/1050-
vegetation-clearing-rfs-review-
submission-guide/) to help you and 
your organisation to make a 
submission by November 14.  
Thank you for your help in getting 
this far. 

It is vital that there is an immediate 
moratorium on the application of the 
Code until the review is completed.  
Please consider adding this request 
to your submission. 

Submissions are to be emailed to 
10.50@rfs.nsw.gov.au by              
14 November 2014.  Please copy 
your submission to Environment 
Minister, Rob Stokes 
office@stokes.minister.nsw.gov.au 
and Emergency Services Minister, 
Stuart Ayres 
office@ayres.minister.nsw.gov.au 

Nature Conservation Council, NSW. 

COALPAC PROPOSAL REJECTED FOR THE SECOND 
TIME!   Protect Gardens of Stone forever … declare      

Ben Bullen State Forest a conservation area!  

The NSW Planning Assessment Commission has rejected Coalpac’s 
proposal to destroy more than 300 hectares of stone pagoda formations 
and forest in the Ben Bullen State Forest because of “unacceptable risks 
and impacts, and only limited short term benefits”. 

More than 800 public submissions opposing the mine were received during 
the consultation period.  Community submissions raised concerns about 
health impacts from dust pollution, impacts on threatened species, and 
destruction of unique geological features. 

The Blue Mountains Conservation Society would like to thank its many 
hundreds of members and supporters, and associated organisations, for 
the tireless efforts over the past several 
years in this and previous campaigns to 
protect the Gardens of Stone.    

Conservation Groups are calling on the 
State Government to declare Ben Bullen 
State Forest a conservation area.     

 

My heartfelt thanks to you all.  Whilst our 
journey and efforts to protect the Gardens of 
Stone will continue, I think it's worth reflecting 
on what we have achieved.   Tara Cameron. 

"Those who contemplate the beauty of     
the earth find reserves of strength that     
will endure as long as life lasts.”           
(Rachel Carson, Silent Spring)   

 

http://www.bluemountains.org.au
http://www.bluemountains.org.au
http://www.nature.org.au/healthy-ecosystems/bushfire-program/1050-vegetation-clearing-rfs-review-submission-guide/
http://www.nature.org.au/healthy-ecosystems/bushfire-program/1050-vegetation-clearing-rfs-review-submission-guide/
http://www.nature.org.au/healthy-ecosystems/bushfire-program/1050-vegetation-clearing-rfs-review-submission-guide/
http://www.nature.org.au/healthy-ecosystems/bushfire-program/1050-vegetation-clearing-rfs-review-submission-guide/
http://www.nature.org.au/healthy-ecosystems/bushfire-program/1050-vegetation-clearing-rfs-review-submission-guide/
mailto:10.50@rfs.nsw.gov.au
mailto:office@stokes.minister.nsw.gov.au
mailto:office@ayres.minister.nsw.gov.au
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/15332.Rachel_Carson
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DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT 
ISSUE OF HUT NEWS IS  

19 NOVEMBER 2014 

hutnews@bluemountains.org.au       
PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls 2782 

 
MEMBERSHIP ENQUIRIES 

Ross Coster 
02 4739 2987  0418 462 576 

membership@bluemountains.org.au 
or write to 

PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls 2782 

“Hut News”, the newsletter of  
Blue Mountains Conservation Society Inc.  

P.O. Box 29, Wentworth Falls, 2782 
Phone 4757 1872 (leave message) 

Email:  bmcs@bluemountains.org.au 
Web page:  www.bluemountains.org.au 

President::  Alan Page  4784 1704    
  president@bluemountains.org.au  
Senior Vice President: Tara Cameron 
  0419 824 974  taracameron4@gmail.com 
Second Vice President:  Don Morison  
  8230 2116  2vp@bluemountains.org.au 
Treasurer:  Bart Beech    4739 9947  
  bart.beech@invensys.com 
Administration Officer:  Jeanette Robertson 
  sao@bluemountains.org.au  
Bushcare Officer:  Paul Vale  
  4787 8080   0429 014 454  
   bushcare@bluemountains.org.au 
Environmental Educatlion Officer:   
  Gary Humble  4784 1648   0427 841 078 
  gaz.humble@gmail.com 
Landuse Officer:  Angela Langdon 
   0417 004 722     
   angela.langdon@bigpond.com 
Meetings Secretary: Heather Hull 
  4739 1493  hhull001@bigpond.net.au 
Membership Secretary:  Ross Coster 
  4739 2987   0418 462 576 
  membership@bluemountains.org.au  
General Meetings Convenor:   
  Brendan Doyle   4757 2197    
  brendan049@gmail.com 
National Parks/World Heritage Officer:   
  Brian Marshall     4784.1148    
  briannamar@bigpond.com 
Newsletter Editor:  Christine Davies 
  4787 7246 
  hutnews@bluemountains.org.au 
Plant Nursery Manager:  Sue Nicol 
  4787.8887 nursery@bluemountains.org.au 
Publicity Officer:  Annabel Murray  
  0404 455 626   
  publicity@bluemountains.org.au 
Sustainable Population and Climate 
Change Officer:  Peter Green   4751 9474  
  peter@pwgreen.id.au 

Threatened Species Officer: Nakia Belmer 
  0414 344 741  bayern11@tpg.com.au 
Website Officer:  Alan Page  4784 1704 
  president@bluemountains.org.au 
Walks Convenor:  Maurice Kerkham  
  4739  4942 
  mauricekerkham@hotmail.com 
Project Officer-Events:  Rob Baigent 
  4759 3104 rob.baigent@bigpond.com 
Project Officer:  Craig Linn 

  craig.csmc@exemail.com.au 
Bushfire Representative: Hugh Paterson 
  4751.2303, mob 0427 512 303    

Feral cats rewrite the Australian Story 

Background Briefing, ABC Radio National, 12/10/14:  An investigation 

by Gregg Borchmann and Nardine Groch. 

Australia is being swept 
by a second wave of 
post-settlement 
extinctions, and the 
culprit is the feral cat.   

It’s estimated there are 
between 15 and 23 
million wild cats living 
around continental 
Australia and its 
offshore islands.  And 
they eat 75 million 
native animals a night – 
more than 20 billion 
mammals, reptiles, 
birds and insects every 
year.    

The cats came with the British and established very quickly over the 
continent.  There is some evidence that lots of species disappeared very 
early in the history of colonisation of Australia by the British.   

The cat has recently arrived in the Kimberley.  Conservation biologist Dr 
John Woinarski arrived in the Top End in the late 1980s, fresh out of 
university, just before the latest extinction wave hit.  “Northern Australia, for 
ecologists, offered a time travel experience, we could see Australia as it 
must have been 200 years ago,” he says.   

“When I went there … we did lots of wildlife surveys, and we’d put a lot of 
traps for mammals and in the morning go and clear those traps and it was 
really laborious because we were catching so many animals, so many 
different species of animals.  It was effectively a paradise for a zoologist, 
and then over the course of a decade we were getting less and less in our 
traps, until by about 2000, 2010, we were coming back with almost 
nothing.”  

The broadcast discusses difficulties in eradicating feral cats on the 
mainland, the ecological balance between foxes and cats, possibility of 
controlling cats with dingo populations or even the Tasmanian Devil.    

Dr Woinarski says “We’ve got one of the most distinctive, rich endemic and 
interesting faunas in the world.  We have trashed it over the past 200 
years, and at the current rate of decline it will continue to be trashed.  It’s 
probably another generation or so and we will have lost perhaps half our 
mammal fauna.”  

Read the transcript and listen to the podcast.   http://www.abc.net.au/
radionational/programs/backgroundbriefing/feral-cats-re-write-the-
australian-story/5802204 

BMCS NURSERY PLANT SALES 

Our nursery offers the home gardener, landscaper or large contractor a big 
variety of quality local native plants at economical prices.  

Lawson Nursery,  Wednesday and Saturday mornings, 9am to noon.   

The nursery is located in the Lawson Industrial Area on the corner of Park 
and Cascade Streets, opposite Federation Building Materials  - see map on 
our website www.bluemountains.org.au).   

Blackheath Community Market, 1
st
 Sunday of the month at Blackheath 

Public School, 9am to 1pm. 

Magpie Market, 3
rd

 Sunday of month at Lawson Public School, 9am to 2pm.   

Tube stock $3. Larger pots available.   

Discounts for bulk orders and large contracts. 

Enquiries Sue Nicol 4787 8887, nursery@bluemountains.org.au  

Photo:  Reporter Gregg Borchmann holds a dead feral 

cat on French Island, Victoria (ABC) 

mailto:president@bluemountains.org.au
mailto:bayern11@tpg.com.au
mailto:craig.csmc@exemail.com.au
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/backgroundbriefing/feral-cats-re-write-the-australian-story/5802204
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/backgroundbriefing/feral-cats-re-write-the-australian-story/5802204
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/backgroundbriefing/feral-cats-re-write-the-australian-story/5802204
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VOTE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 
Our Website Coverage of the NSW State Election:          

Have a look!  www.bluemountains.org.au 

We are now less than five months away from the NSW State Election 
in March 2015.   

For the environment of NSW the outcome of this election will be 
definitive.  

Who should form government? Who should control the upper house? 
What policies are parties promising and what will they actually deliver? 
All hard questions, but ones we all need to think about. In your own 
considerations you will draw on many sources, but we hope that at 
least in some small part you will look to information provided by Blue 
Mountains Conservation Society. 

Our online coverage of the coming State Election includes: 

 the candidates: links to their online presence, videos of their talks 
at Society meetings, and in due course their answers to our 
questions; 

 a detailed track record of the incumbent NSW Government's 
environmental performance; 

 a consensus summary assessment of the incumbent Government's 
performance from our state's leading environmental organisations; 

 key environmental issues, cast in the form of the Society's “Asks” of 
state government; 

 election related events and meetings being organised by the 
Society; 

 information on the importance of the upper house in our State's 
governance; 

 even how to ensure you are correctly enrolled to vote! 

So please have a look at the Society's election coverage now, 
bookmark it, and let your family, friends, and colleagues know of this 
resource.  

And remember we're not asking you to vote for any particular 
candidate, we're asking you to "Vote for the Environment" in the way 
you think fit. 

BMCS Vote for the Environment Campaign Team. 

VOTE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 
NSW State Election, 28 March 1915 

www.bluemountains.org.au  

Good Planning = Good for the 

Environment 

Blue Mountains Conservation Society has 
endorsed the Planning for People:  A Com-
munity Charter for Good Planning  in NSW.  

The Community Charter sets out principles 
to achieve a better, fairer and more 
accountable planning system in NSW, in 
response to widespread community 
disillusionment with recent planning and 
development that has occurred in this 
State.  For a copy, go to http://
thecommunitycharter.org 

The Society is asking all Blue Mountains 
candidates for the upcoming State election 
to endorse the Community Charter as well, 
to demonstrate their commitment to a 
better planning and development system. 

The Community Charter has been 
prepared by a working group of community 
organisations over a number of months in 
consultation with the Better Planning 
Network, Community Councillors Network, 
Inner Sydney Regional Council for Social 
Development, National Parks Association 
of NSW, National Trust of Australia (NSW), 
Nature Conservation Council of NSW, 
NSW Heritage Network, Shelter NSW, 
Australia International Council of 
Monuments and Sites, and Total 
Environment Centre. 

The Charter has been endorsed by a large 
number of local community organisations 
and environmental groups.  All NSW 
Parliamentarians are also being 
approached to endorse the Charter in the 
lead up to the 2015 NSW State elections.  
Individuals can sign up to the Charter and 
we encourage all Blue Mountains residents 
to sign up – http://thecommunitycharter.org 

Ahead of the 2015 NSW State elections, 
the more public support the Charter gets, 
the more likely we are to get decisions that 
are free of corruption, protect the public 
interest, respect community wellbeing, 
celebrate our environment and heritage 
and provide genuinely affordable housing. 

Angela Langdon, Land Use.   

Stop Press ... 

NURSERY NEWSFLASH! 

After many years of stable, low, low 
prices it’s time to raise the price of our 
nursery tubestock. From the end of 
October you will see a MASSIVE PRICE 

RISE of 50 cents!!  

Regular tubes will now be $3. 

Supertubes $3.50. 

Larger pots as marked. 

 

http://www.bluemountains.org.au
http://www.bluemountains.org.au
http://thecommunitycharter.org
http://thecommunitycharter.org
http://thecommunitycharter.org
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A strange title, but articles in the media
1
 suggest that the 

coal industry has suffered a brutal blow ...  “thousands of 
jobs will be lost and communities destroyed” … “the 
‘unelected’ Planning Assessment Commission (PAC) is a 
failure”… ”the NSW Government is avoiding its 
responsibility”.   

Why is this?  Very simply, because the (PAC) has 
rejected plans to expand two open-cut coal mines in 
the face of positive recommendations from the 
Department of Planning and Environment (DPE), and 
pressure created by Treasury and the Division of 

Resources and energy (DRE). 

Let’s look at this more closely.  The difficulties associated 
with the relative weighting of economic, social, environ-
mental and heritage factors in relation to development 
applications were recognised due to substantial public 
outcries.  The NSW Government and Minister for 
Planning realised that:  they were too close to short-term 
economic outcomes;  various government departments 
charged with specific duties could be subject to too much 
ministerial and inter-departmental pressure;  and the 
overall capacity to make objective decisions in the 
diverse interests of the State at large were compromised.  
The independent PAC was therefore established as a 
‘government-hands-off’ final decision-making authority 
under prescribed circumstances. 

For the coal mining industry, the vast majority of 
development applications are approved with specific 
conditions.  This happens either directly on the basis of 
the DPE’s positive recommendation, or indirectly when 
the DPE provides a positive (or rarely a negative) 
recommendation to the PAC for determination.  The 
detailed statistics are not easily obtained, but more than 
90% of the PAC’s determinations are in accordance with 
the DPE’s recommendations.   

So what happens when the coal industry receives the 
rare knockback?  Suddenly, the system, which has 
approved so much, is broken!  Job-losses will go through 
the roof, the economy and coal-mining communities will 
crumble, and the government is behaving irresponsibly.  
How dare the government thwart the demands of an 
industry which creates wealth through exports and 
supplies our ‘carbon-free’ (joke!) coal-fired power 
industry? 

Despite the shemozzle created by the well-funded 
acolytes of the coal industry, and the increasing recog-
nition that the renewable energy industry is the  way to 
go, the industry is far from being on life support.  Indeed, 
we have it on no greater authority than the Prime Minister 
that coal is good for humanity, sustains our prosperity, 
and will be around for many decades to  come!

2
  Of 

course, others are less generous and think in terms of 5-
15 years, but this is a matter for a future article. 

One focus of the PAC’s ‘sins’ is in the Western Coalfield 
(i.e. the Lithgow-focused coal industry along and beneath 
the western edge of the Blue Mountains), so in relation to 
the life-support issue I will outline what is currently 
happening. 

The Coalpac rejection:  many will recall that the 
Coalpac Consolidation Project (CCP) was rejected by the 
PAC Review report and then by the Department of 

Planning and Infrastructure (DPI), but that Coalpac 
withdrew the CCP before the PAC made a final 
determination.  Coalpac then produced the smaller 
proposal termed the Coalpac Modifications (C-Mods).  
The C-Mods were recommended for conditional approval 
by the DPE (DPE has superseded DPI) but have now 

been rejected by the PAC. 

Some of the grounds for rejection are worth noting.  
There is recognition that the area has outstanding 
conservation values and is not suited to the proposed 
mining;  conservation is deemed the best use of the area.  
The pagoda land system is indeed unique and of special 
significance meriting protection.  Argument about the lack 
of other coal resources in the region were discounted, 
while the small amount of coal to be extracted by the C-
Mods was of little economic significance and not essential 
to the energy market.  The social importance in terms of 
short-term jobs was considered to be overplayed and 
offered little long-term job-security.  The need to mine 
more coal in order to rehabilitate pre-existing open-cuts 
was deemed illogical and would, if accepted, create an 
unfortunate precedent.  Comment was made about the 
role of the DRE in ensuring that bonds were adequate 
and rehabilitation appropriately implemented.  There is 
no doubt in the PAC’s mind that it would be 

unconscionable to approve the C-Mods.  

Rejection of the C-Mods is seen (by some!) as a disaster 
for the Western Coalfield, Lithgow’s economy and the 
future of the power stations.  Yet this ‘mickey mouse’ 
proposal, which would have only produced 9 million 
tonnes of coal over the next 4-7 years, will hardly cause 
the death of the Western Coalfield.  So what evidence is 

there for the continuing health of the Coalfield? 

Centennial’s activities: Centennial supplies coal to 
about 40% of NSW’s coal-fired generating capacity, has a 
substantial export business, and is the principal coal 
miner in the Western Coalfield.  Centennial is currently 
upgrading its infrastructure to handle 9.5 million tonnes of 
coal per year and give two of its mines improved access 
to the nearby power stations and also (via rail) to its 
export markets.  It has four underground coal mines 
(Airly, Clarence, Angus Place and Springvale) and all 
have recently extended, or are in the process of 
extending their operations.  (continued on page 5) 

Is the coal industry on life support?   Brian Marshall 

The pagoda land system is unique and of special   

significance meriting protection.  (Photo by Hugh Speirs) 
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Airly Coal has an expected mine-life of about 20-25 
years.  A PAC determination 09/10/2014 extended the 
current operation for one year pending the potential 
approval of the Airly Mine Extension Project.  
Submissions from Special Interest Groups (like 
BMCS) and the public regarding this Project are due 
by 31/10/2014.  The Project is likely to be referred to 
the PAC for determination. 

Clarence Colliery has a mine-life in the order of 20 
years.  It has received approval for various operational 
modifications (May, 2014) which are designed to 
improve handling efficiency and increase production 
to 3 million tonnes per year.  

Angus Place’ production is approaching 4 million 
tonnes per year.  A modification to enable it to 
undertake preparatory development linked to the 
Angus Place Extension Project is under consideration 
by the PAC following a public meeting on 16/10/2014.  
The Extension Project, which aims to extend the mine
-life for at least another 25 years, is currently being 
assessed by the DPE. 

Springvale Mine has a production capacity up to 4.5 
million tonnes per year and reserves in the order of 50 
million tonnes.  Although the current development 
consent expires in 2015, the Springvale Mine 
Extension Project aims to extend the mine-life for a 
further 13 years.  The Project is currently under 
assessment by   the DPE. 

Conclusion: there is little doubt that despite the coal 
industry’s bleatings about the impact of Coalpac’s 
rejection, Centennial is clearly on track for an 
expansion of its underground mining operations.  This 
caused Coalpac, which hoped to supply the power 
stations with cheap open-cut coal, and 
EnergyAustralia, which owns the nearby power 
stations and hoped to benefit from cheap coal, to 
express concern about Centennial’s near-monopoly 
and what its bargaining power means in dollars per 
tonne.   

From BMCS’ viewpoint, which looks forward to the 
expansion of renewable energy and the progressive 
decline of the coal industry and our dependency on 
coal-fired power, it is clear that the coal and power 
companies will fight all the way to preserve our toxic 
carbon-based economy.  The current hope is that 
declining power needs will reduce the ‘local’ demand 
for and price of thermal coal, and this, coupled with a 
falling price for exported coal, will cut profit margins to 
sub-economic levels.  And if this happens 
sufficiently widely we might even manage to keep 

global warming below the 4 degree trend. 
1   http://www.smh.com.au/business/mining-and-resources/drayton

-coalpac-knockbacks-a-brutal-double-blow-for-coal-miners-in-

nsw-20141021-11974o.html     

http://www.nswmining.com.au/menu/media/news/2014/october/

nsw-government-abandons-hundreds-of-workers-in-reg 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-10-22/coal-company-predicts-

liquidation-on-the-cards-following-reject/5833308?

&section=news 
2   http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/coal-is-

good-for-humanity-says-tony-abbott-at-mine-opening-20141013-

115bgs.html 

Report on the “State of the State” public meeting 

held at the Conservation Hut, 15 October 2014 

Balmy spring weather followed last night’s snowstorm and 
a glorious sunset greeted the 45 people who attended this 
event, the first of a series leading up to the NSW election.   

Guest speaker Kate Smolski, CEO of the Nature 
Conservation Council, began with an outline of the NSW 
government’s very poor record on environmental 
protection.  This includes slashed funding for energy 
efficiency and catchment management, and the expansion 
of coal mining and CSG mining on agricultural lands. 

She then presented the NCC document “Our Environment, 
Our Future”, which details statements of principle for the 
NSW election and beyond, such as “Clean air and fresh 
water are valued more highly than the demands of powerful 
vested interests”. 

Kate concluded optimistically that people power can bring 
about the policy changes needed to protect nature in NSW, 
with organisations like ConSoc having a major ongoing role 
to play. 

As this meeting was part of our Vote For The Environment 
campaign, candidates from the major parties (Liberal, 
Labor, and Greens) were also invited to speak.  Roza Sage 
was not available.  ALP candidate Trish Doyle, who grew 
up on a sheep farm, said she had been inspired by Bob 
Debus and tries to continue his legacy.  Greens candidate 
Alandra Tasire said she has had a steep learning curve 
over the last five years and is firmly committed to her 
party’s strongly pro-conservation policies and action. 

Brendan Doyle.   

Guest speaker, Kate Smolski.  Photo by Paul Vale. 

Is the coal industry on life support?   
(continued. from page 4) 

http://www.smh.com.au/business/mining-and-resources/drayton-coalpac-knockbacks-a-brutal-double-blow-for-coal-miners-in-nsw-20141021-11974o.html
http://www.smh.com.au/business/mining-and-resources/drayton-coalpac-knockbacks-a-brutal-double-blow-for-coal-miners-in-nsw-20141021-11974o.html
http://www.smh.com.au/business/mining-and-resources/drayton-coalpac-knockbacks-a-brutal-double-blow-for-coal-miners-in-nsw-20141021-11974o.html
http://www.nswmining.com.au/menu/media/news/2014/october/nsw-government-abandons-hundreds-of-workers-in-reg
http://www.nswmining.com.au/menu/media/news/2014/october/nsw-government-abandons-hundreds-of-workers-in-reg
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NEWNES - Wolgan Valley 
A new book, produced for the Newnes Hotel.   

Hardback, full colour, 64 pages, 250mm x 210mm 

 Over 100 images, including contemporary photos by 
Ian Brown and many monochrome historical 
pictures. 

 Images and text covering history (by Alan Watson) 
of the oil shale mining, railway and hotel, national 
parks and world heritage, natural heritage and 
Aboriginal heritage. 

RRP $25, plus $10 if posted. 

ianbrownphotography.com.au 
Phone: 02 4787 1420 
Email:  ianbrown@lisp.com.au 
Post:  PO Box 30, Mount Victoria,  
   NSW 2786 

Regions in Crisis – Who Will Succeed Gen Unsustainable? 

The Greater Hunter – 
Mid North Coast 
Region adjoins the 
Greater Blue 
Mountains.  A few 
months ago, its 
generation of 
politicians from various 
parties who favoured 
coal and coal seam 
gas over every other 
form of economic 
activity was riding high.   
It looked like the region would be a model for irreparable damage to many 
areas of New South Wales, including the Blue Mountains. 

And the threats are still there.  The Baird Government has changed the 
rules, attempting to make residents’ court victories against open-cut coal 
mining meaningless.  They are closing down two of Newcastle’s busiest 
passenger rail stations with a vague promise of light rail (some time).  Police 
have (so far unsuccessfully) tried to discourage an anti-coal seam gas camp 
near Gloucester.  At the National level (as Lenore Taylor of “The Guardian” 
reports, 14/10/14), large coal-mining companies are lobbying the G20 
meeting in Brisbane to support coal-fired power even as PM Abbott tries to 
exclude climate change from discussions. 

But something has changed in the past few months.  The NSW 
Parliamentary Class of 2011 has been falling over like skittles.   

ICAC … retirements … disgruntlement … uncontested bi-elections.  One of 
the most bizarre strands in this saga concerns Catherine Cusack, former 
Liberal environment shadow minister, who worked hard to build bridges with 
environmentalists, only to be passed over for Robyn Parker.  Now Robyn 
Parker is off the “seek career options outside politics”.    Will Pittwater 
Liberal, Rob Stokes, be given the chance to settle in as Environment 
Minister?   

Now comes the chance for voters to replace Generation Unsustainable with 
parliamentarians who believe in sustainability.  Which party candidates or 
independents will free themselves from enslavement to fossil fuel?  Who is 
prepared to ensure activities like broad-scale farming, grape growing and 
natural area tourism resume their rightful place in the regions of New South 
Wales?  Who will fight to save long-established rural townships from 
disfigurement and dust?   

Voters throughout NSW will have a major responsibility to future generations 
in deciding the shape of the new NSW parliament.   Don Morison. 

Council considers Draft 

LEP 

Blue Mountains City Council has 
been continuing to review the public 
submissions made to the Draft Blue 
Mountains Local Environmental 
Plan (LEP) 2013 via a series of 
Extraordinary Council Meetings.  

Of particular interest to the Society 
was the meeting on 4 September, 
which dealt with submissions 
related to local site specific issues, 
from the Katoomba to Wentworth 
Falls.  

A Society representative spoke on 
the specific matter of 28 Pulpit Hill 
Road (Elphinstone Plateau).  There 
were an additional four members of 
the public speaking on this 
important area.  All speakers on this 
item were in support of the Council's 
recommendation to retain the 
zoning as exhibited, which is largely 
E2.  Two representatives from 
Bushcare groups spoke on specific 
blocks, particularly supporting the 
instances where Council staff 
recommended upgrading 
community land to E2.  These were 
all adopted unanimously by Council 
and without public opposition.  In all, 
there were more Bushcare and 
Society members in the public 
gallery than any of the preceding 
DLEP meetings, and it was great to 
see such a good turnout.   

It is expected the draft LEP will be 
finalised and ready to submit for 
approval to the Department of 
Planning and Environment and the 
Minister in November 2013. We will 
keep you posted. 

Paul Vale, Land Use. 

http://ianbrownphotography.com.au
mailto:ianbrown@lisp.com.au
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The Greater Blue Mountains 
World Heritage Experience 
www.worldheritage.org.au  

Jim Smith’s new book on the Blue Mountains 

Mist rises out  

of the valley to 

form cloud.  An 

escarpment on 

the western side 

of Carne Creek, 

Gardens of 

Stone. 

Photo by Hugh 

Speirs. 

The Gardens of Stone ...a photographic journey with Hugh Speirs 

Jim Smith is publishing a new limited edition of the 1899 
classic Ten Years with the Palette, Shot Gun and Rifle in 
the Blue Mountains, New South Wales by Sidney 
Bellingham.  Bellingham was born in London in 1857 and 
migrated to Australia in 1879.  A trained artist, he found 
living by the “palette” too difficult in 19

th
-century colonial 

society and turned to the “shot gun and rifle”, establishing 
himself as a professional hunting guide in the Blue 
Mountains.  He established the Katoomba Shooting, 
Excursion and Fishing Club in 1888 and its members 
carried out exploratory bushwalks into some of the 
wildest areas of the Blue Mountains.  It could be argued 
that his club was the first bushwalking club in NSW.   

A keen observer of nature, Bellingham published the first 
detailed descriptions of Blue Mountains and Jenolan 
Caves fauna and sensitive descriptions of the landscapes 
they lived in.  His book provides a valuable record of the 
wildlife as it was before widespread settlement in the 
region.  As habitat change and increased hunting 
decimated animal populations, Bellingham promoted 
conservation values through his role as editor of the 
Australian Shooting and Fishing Annual.  Bellingham’s 
book is the first book to be written about the Blue 
Mountains which was not a tourists’ guidebook and is the 
first autobiographical work by someone who lived in the 
region. 

This new edition of Bellingham’s book includes extensive 
annotations and commentary by Blue Mountains 
ecologist and historian Jim Smith and the first biography 
of Bellingham, including descriptions of his pioneering 
Blue Mountains explorations.  There are also over 100 
historic illustrations not present in the original edition. 

This book is of particular interest to conservationists as 
Bellingham describes the natural history of Blue 
Mountains mammals, including Possums, Wallabies, 
Wallaroos, Koalas, Wombats, Dingoes and Platypus.  
The habits of local birds and reptiles are also described 
and there is a separate chapter on Lyrebirds, which 
Bellingham described as the “king of Australian birds”. 
The areas described in the book include the Kedumba, 
Kanimbla and Burragorang Valleys, Jenolan Caves, 

Cox’s River and Kanangra Walls, as they were in the 
1880s.  Bellingham’s hunting activities, some of which 
are difficult for modern conservationists to read, are put 
into the context of a history of hunting in the Blue 
Mountains researched by Jim Smith. 

Bonus Material!  Purchasers will receive a free copy of a 
facsimile edition of Bellingham’s 1885 Guide to the Fish 
River Caves, the first published guidebook to Jenolan 
Caves.  Another bonus is a free A3 map of one of the 
most beautiful walking tracks in the Blue Mountains, 
constructed by Peter Mulheran in the same year that 
Bellingham’s book was published.  This forgotten track, 
on Kings Tableland at Wentworth Falls, was restored by 
local volunteers and reopened by Jim Smith earlier this 
year.  

How to order your book.  Jim Smith’s limited edition 
books are not sold through bookshops. Usually, only the 
number of pre-ordered copies is printed.  To obtain your 
copy it is necessary to prepay your order within three 
weeks of the distribution of this issue of the 

Newsletter. 

There are two editions: a black and white edition costing 
$20 and a special edition for collectors, with the 
illustrations in colour, costing $39.  These prices include 
postage and GST. 

Payment options. 

1. Send a cheque or money order made out to Jim Smith 
to 65 Fletcher Street Wentworth Falls, New South Wales, 
2782. OR, 

2. Electronic transfer of funds to Teachers Mutual Bank 
BSB 812–170 account of J.L. Smith, number 7437750. If 
using this method you must also write to Jim Smith at the 
above address with your details and the number of books 
ordered. (I do not use email). 

Books signed and receipts issued on request. Institutions 
can be invoiced. 

http://www.worldheritage.org.au/
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VALLEY OF THE WATERS 
BUSHCARE GROUP 

The Valley of the Waters Bushcare 
Group meets on the second Saturday of 
each month, 9am till noon.  Tools and 
gloves are available.  Bring a drink, a 

snack and a sunhat.  New members are 
welcome.  Phone Karen 4757 1929. 

That pesky little bird again … 

A White-browed Scrubwren family (three birds 
including a “helper” probably from last year’s brood) 
built its nest in the depths of a Lomandra longifolia, 
growing on the edge of the carport.   The male had 
been busy warning off his rivals in all the mirrors 
and windows of the car, but there was no time for 
that sort of nonsense now.  With tiny insects 
clasped in their beaks, the little birds would alight 
on the branches of the Banksia, look around, and 
dive into the Lomandra. 

Then, on Thursday 19 October, disaster struck.       
I found the nest, broken and on the ground of the 
carport.  It was made of grass and lined with the 
scrubwrens’ feathers – I was surprised how many 
feathers there were from three small birds.  The 
likely culprit was a Pied Currawong.   Snow had 
fallen on Tuesday night.  Had the weight of the 
snow crushed the plant so the nest was easier to 
get to?   

The three little birds resumed their lives as before, 
the male once again taking time off to hop onto the 
door sill and glare at his reflection in the glass. 

Two days later I found a White-browed Scrubwren 
in the back room of the house, near the computer.  
It left some droppings on a handwritten draft article 
for Hut News.  (I wonder if this was a literary 
criticism!)   I managed to open all the doors and 
usher the little bird outside without mishap.   

I hope they are successful with their new nest.  I 
feel bad that the little birds are attracted to the 
garden and it is not safe for them.  The small wild 
creatures need wild places unchanged by humans 
and our trappings.  Christine Davies.   

2014 FENNER CONFERENCE: 

Addicted To Growth    Peter Green 

On the 2nd & 3rd of October the UNSW hosted this year’s 
Fenner Conference.  The conference takes its name from the 
late Prof. Frank Fenner, an esteemed scientist.   In fact he is 
one of the great Australians, and it is worth spending a little 
time reading of his extraordinary achievements and honours 
(for example, leading the team in the eradication of 
smallpox).   

This year’s conference, organised by Dr Haydn Washington 
of the UNSW, was driven by Haydn’s deep understanding of 
the finiteness of our planet and of the resources on which we 
depend.  The conference title was “Addicted to Growth”, and 
reflects Haydn’s role as the Co-director of the NSW Chapter 
of the Centre for the Advancement of a Steady State 
Economy (CASSE).   

The conference assembled a distinguished cast of eminent 
intellectuals in the field of a steady state economy, with many 
presenting via video (both taped and live) from around the 
world.  This was a matter of great interest to Professor 
Fenner who was a patron of Sustainable Population 
Australia.  He well understood the nature and sometime 
fragility of the natural systems upon which we depend for our 
very existence. 

This is the URL for the conference web site - http://
www.ies.unsw.edu.au/sites/all/files/
AddictedtoGrowthweb.pdf.  Also, general information about 
the conference and the speakers is available from http://
www.ies.unsw.edu.au/fenner-conference-environment. 

CASSE understands that our economic system, capitalism, 
while delivering us the framework of benefits of our modern 
industrial society, could only do so in a world pushed to the 
limit by mankind’s rapacious use of natural resources and 
creation of waste.  But we are well past that point of 
sustainability.  In its current form capitalism has at its core 
endless growth, much the same modus operandi as cancer.  
Unfortunately it shares with cancer another characteristic, 
that of eventually killing its host.  Our politicians worship 
growth, have no awareness of alternate systems, and join the 
media and big business in the consistent use of pejorative 
terms like ‘stagnation’ instead of ‘sustainability’.  CASSE 
demonstrates to us that, ultimately, the only functional 
system is one that only consumes natural resources and only 
creates waste at levels that the natural world can manage.  

Peter Green 
Sustainable Population and Climate Change Officer 

Wild Blue Mountains Calendar 2015 
Nature photography by Ian Brown 

Limited edition:  only 600 copies produced 

Ian has a great love for the splendour and beauty of the 
Greater Blue Mountains and this love shines through in his 
photos. Each image has been obtained with painstaking 
attention to location, mood and lighting and the results are 
a credit to Ian’s talent as a photographer.” Dave Noble.   

RRP $30, plus postage $8 (Australia), $18 (worldwide) 

ianbrownphotography.com.au 
Phone:  02 4787 1420 
Email:  ianbrown@lisp.com.au 
Post:  PO Box 30, Mount Victoria, NSW 2786.   

http://www.ies.unsw.edu.au/sites/all/files/AddictedtoGrowthweb.pdf
http://www.ies.unsw.edu.au/sites/all/files/AddictedtoGrowthweb.pdf
http://www.ies.unsw.edu.au/sites/all/files/AddictedtoGrowthweb.pdf
http://www.ies.unsw.edu.au/fenner-conference-environment
http://www.ies.unsw.edu.au/fenner-conference-environment
ianbrownphotography.com.au
mailto:ianbrown@lisp.com.au
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You can become a member                 
of Blue Mountains    

Conservation Society 

 Post this Application Form with your cheque 
or money order to:  Blue Mountains 
Conservation Society, PO Box 29, 
Wentworth Falls, NSW 2782, OR 

 Join online at: www.bluemountains.org.au 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

(Use capitals please—even for email address) 

Name(s)  1. ……………………………………. 

   2. …………………………………….

   3. ………………………………….. 

Address:  ……………………………………... 

……………………………………PC ……… 

Phone(s) ……………………………………….. 

Email ………………………………………… 

I/We agree to support the aims and objectives 
of the Society as set out on reverse side of this 
membership application: 

Please sign if named above.  

Signature(s) 1. ……………………………….. 

    2 ………………………………… 

    3 ………………………………… 

MEMBERSHIP FEES  (please circle one item) 

Single $30   Concession (Senior/Student)$20 

Household $35    Household Concession $25 

Corporate (negotiable)  

 Membership (circled above) $ ……… 

 Donation (tax deductible)  $ ……… 

 Bushwalkers:  please add  

  $20 per walker per annum.  $ ……… 

TOTAL AMOUNT      $............. 

Would you like to be involved in any of the 
following activities or working groups?  (Please 
underline):   
Land use/development issues;  Environmental 
Education;  Threatened species issues;  Website 
and social media;  Plant nursery assistance;  
Bushcare;  Publicity/photography;  Water 
quality/sourcing studies;  Administration;   

 
ENQUIRIES:    Phone 02 4757 1872 

Email:  membership@bluemountains.org.au 

Send my copy of Hut News by  

Please tick box   □mail      □ internet only 

On the gravel shoulder of a quiet rural road was an almost invisible 
bird's nest.  It consisted of nothing but a slight scrape containing 
three small stone-coloured eggs, marked in a perfect camouflage 
pattern of brown scribbles.  I had been alerted to it by the sudden 
flash of a small bird flying off as I drove past, the owner of the nest.  
It was a Black-fronted Dotterel, a common shorebird that inhabits 
the margins of freshwater wetlands, dams, sandy riverbeds, and 
sometimes, gravel roads. 

Like the larger and more well-known Masked Lapwing, it chooses 
flat, open places for its nest site.  Rather than hide their nest in 
vegetation like many bush birds do, these species opt for the ability 
to easily spot approaching predators and rely on camouflage and 
defensive behaviour to protect their eggs and young.  If you go near 
a dotterel's nest it will likely put on a "broken wing" act to distract 
you from the eggs. 

On the other hand the Masked Lapwing, previously known as the 
Spur-wing Plover, will aggressively dive at intruders to drive them 
away.  Their loud staccato calls combined with the yellow bony 
spurs on their shoulders make them a fearsome prospect in the 
nesting season.  Unfortunately their preference for nesting on open 
fields means that in today's urban environments, they sometimes 
choose strangely inappropriate nest sites - like sports grounds, 
airfields, carparks and even flat roofs of buildings. 

The problem with roofs is that when the chicks hatch, they have 
nowhere to go in order to feed and usually end up falling off the 
roof.  Lapwings and dotterels, like ducks, quail and many other 
ground-dwelling birds, have precocial young.  This means that they 
can run around and feed themselves shortly after hatching and well 
before they can fly.  They grow and develop as they follow the 
parent around. 

(This is in contrast to bush birds, parrots and raptors which have 
altricial young, meaning they hatch blind and helpless, and 
develop in the nest while being fed and cared for by the parents.  
By the time altricial young leave the nest, they are almost adult 
sized and able to fly.) 

Finding a nest on open ground or on a road shoulder, it's tempting 
for a well-meaning person to place rocks around it to protect the 
eggs.  But dotterels and lapwings being the claustrophobes they 
are, such an action would surely stress the bird and maybe even 
cause it to desert the nest.  Hence one of the dilemmas of living in 
today's environment.  A thin stake to mark the site or a barrier some 
distance away might be better options. 

Carol Probets 
origma@westnet.com.au 
Twitter: @carolprobets 

Loose Feathers, with Carol Probets 

BLUE MOUNTAINS  
CONSERVATION SOCIETY Inc 

‘Like' us on Facebook:  
Blue Mountains Conservation Society 

Follow us on Twitter: bmcsnsw 

Masked Lapwing, 

photographed by Carol 

Probets at Wentworth Falls.   
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BLUE MOUNTAINS 

CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

Blue Mountains Conservation Society is a 
community organisation working to achieve 

the preservation and regeneration of the 
natural environment of the Greater Blue 

Mountains.   

The Society believes that World Heritage 
status provides an opportunity for local 

community members to become custodians of 
the unique biodiversity and scenery of the 

Blue Mountains.   

The Mission of the Society is to help conserve 
the natural environment of the Blue 

Mountains. 

The Aims and Objectives  
of the Society are to: 

 Disseminate and foster an understanding 
of the ideals of Conservation. 

 Promote the need for ecological 
sustainability. 

 Protect the natural environment—flora, 
fauna, habitat, water, land and air. 

 Actively oppose those human activities 
which degrade or destroy the natural 
environment. 

 Repair the adverse effects of human 
activities upon the environment. 

 Encourage the love of the natural 
environment by conducting a regular 
program of bushwalks. 

 Increase the pool of expert knowledge 
about the natural environment, through 
meetings, excursions, research and other 
activities. 

 Provide information to the public on 
matters of Conservation, especially 
through the Conservation Hut at the 
Valley of the Waters, Wentworth Falls. 

 Maintain close and friendly relations with 
like-minded groups. 

JOIN Blue Mountains Conservation Society,  
or renew your membership online.  

www.bluemountains.org.au 

A BEQUEST 
Please remember us in your Will. 

The Law Society of NSW recommends 
the following wording:  “I bequeath the 
sum of   $ … to the Blue Mountains 
Conservation Society Inc. for its general 
purposes and declare that the receipt of 
the treasurer for the time being of the 
Blue Mountains Conservation Society 
shall be complete discharge to my 
executors in respect of any sum paid to 
the Blue Mountains Conservation 
Society”.   

In October 1914 young Myles Dunphy and Herbert 'Bert' Gallop set off 
on an adventure into the heart of the southern Blue Mountains. Their 
aim was to trace the length of the Kowmung River. One hundred years 
later, two young Adventurers, Alex Allchin and Sierra Classen set out to 
re-trace this historic journey!  

The Colong Wilderness walk was launched at the Blue Mountains 
Cultural Centre at Katoomba on 26 September with Tara Cameron, our 
Vice President as the MC.  Dexter Dunphy shared a moving poem about 
his father, Myles. 

The first stage of the Adventure was a beautiful stroll to the Old Ford 
Reserve in Megalong Valley. Alex and Sierra were joined by 40 
enthusiastic walkers, many of whom were society members. They were 
welcomed by our Saturday walks leader, Jim Percy and his fabulous 
catering team who provided a great barbecue to the hungry walkers! 
Aunty Sharyn Halls lead us through a smoking ceremony and the 
Discovery Rangers entertained the kids, making delightful dragonflies. 

Thanks to all members who helped make the start of the Dunphy 
Kowmung Adventure such a delightful experience.   Warwick Mosman’s 
record of the two stages of the walk he completed is on page 11.  Tara 
Cameron.   
 

Grandparents for Generational Equity www.genequity.net 

26 October was Grandparents Day.  To mark the occasion, Robin and 
Warwick Mosman hosted a Letter-writing Afternoon Tea Party.  People 
attending wrote letters to Federal and State government and opposition 
leaders asking them to take real action on climate change.   

Bob Debus, former Member for Blue Mountains and soon to be a 
grandparent, launched the website www.genequity.net.  The website will 
have a new letter every week for people to download, add their own 
comments, and sign.  Personal letters are more effective than emails.   

Go the website ... keep informed ... write letters ...tell your friends.  
Let’s take some real action to help leave a world our grandchildren 

can survive  in.   

DUNPHY’S KOWMUNG ADVENTURE 

http://www.genequity.net
http://www.genequity.net
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The walk consisted of six stages totalling about 195 Km, 
in which small groups of about eight at a time were re-
tracing as nearly as possible the steps of Dunphy and 
Gallop, from Katoomba to Picton.  I participated in two 
consecutive stages. 

Stage 2.  28 Sep.  Started out from Jenolan Caves 
House about midday, initially up Camp Creek, 
immediately entered a steep climb of about 400 m in the 
first 2 Km to Kanangra Road.  Now I know that 76 year 
old legs are not as fast as 26 year old legs, but it was a 
little daunting to see about half-way up that I had fallen 
back so far that the rest were almost out of sight, 
especially as I used to be renowned as a fast climber. 

There followed about 7 easy Km along Kanangra Rd to 
Green Gully Trail, then a few steep down- and up-hills, 
ending in a good campsite at the confluence of Budthin-
geroo Ck and Hollanders River.  Altogether about 14 Km, 
with a 17 Kg pack, so I slept very soundly that night 

29 Sep.  Nice easy going at first along the Hollanders 
River, pleasant limestone country with many easy river 
crossings, then an incredibly steep climb up past Tuglow 
Caves to avoid the Chardon Canyon below.  The canyon 
is said to be impassable, and marks the beginning of the 
Kowmung River.  Stopped for lunch at Tuglow Falls, very 
impressive and now in granite country.   After lunch we 
had a few steep up- and down-hills before ending in 
Tuglow Hole campsite, where we met the support crew.  
They had brought in some casks of wine and some fresh 
oranges and nibbles, which were well received. 

Stage 3.  30 Sep.  Five of the walkers were transported 
out with the support crew, including 2-year old Jasper, 
who travelled mostly in his father’s papoose pack, and 
also walked a surprising distance by himself. 

Five new walkers joined us for this stage. It was agreed 
by all that my pack was too heavy.  I knew right from the 
start that this was the case, although packing in a hurry 
meant I did not consider the weight properly, and also 
was carrying four days rations, where all the rest were 
carrying only two days rations.  We soon decided that I 
could share a tent fly with Keith Muir, so that Bob van 
Reyswood could take home my tent and some clothing, 
thus reducing my pack by 3 Kg. 

We started this day with another very steep climb to the 
top of Mt Happy Trailer (Dunphy apparently called 
bushwalkers “trailers” in 1914) from which we had a clear 
view of Morong Falls on the other side of the Morong 
Deep.  These falls have a total drop of about 370 m, and 
the bottom was out of sight from our viewpoint, although 
less than 2 Km away. 

After a short trip along the ridge, we had a very steep 
descent to the Kowmung near Gap Creek, where those 
who fancied it had a swim. Even though it was a hot day, 
I declined to swim, and noticed our leader Alex shivering 
for quite a while after his swim. 

After a short walk along the river, we then had a very 
steep climb up to Megalith Ridge for lunch.  This ridge is 
named for its series of large rounded granite tors along 
the top.  From here we had another very steep downhill 
to a good campsite near Hanrahans Creek.  See pic of 
view down Kowmung, also one of the tors. 

After two huge ascents and two huge descents, I once 
again slept very well. 

1 Oct.  Started out 
today with a pleasant 
stroll along the 
Kowmung, followed 
by the very steep 
climb up Misery 
Ridge, bypassing 
such pleasant 
sounding areas as 
Pit of Sorrow and Pit 
of Despond, till we 
reached the top of Mt 
Misery.  Then 
followed a walk 
along the ridge top 
until we intersected 
the Unirover Trail at 
Mt Goondel on the 
Boyd Plateau, and 
stopped for lunch 
near Lost Rock. This 
was apparently 
where Dunphy and Gallop 
pitched their tent, then went 
for an exploratory walk 
around the place, and lost 
track of where their tent was 
pitched. 

After a leisurely lunch, we 
walked along a gently 
undulating part of the 
Unirover Trail to its beginning 
near the Kanangra Rd, where 
our trusty support team was 
waiting for us with wine and 
nibbles.  

Gary Caganoff was also there, filming and interviewing, 
and we had a very interesting time hearing various 
reminiscences about Myles Dunphy.  Nobody offered any 
stories about Bert Gallop, although Myles himself is on 
record as saying that Bert was the best companion he 
could have had on their 1914 trip. 

I must congratulate the organisers for a very well thought
-out trip, the leaders for a considerate and friendly 
approach to these two stages, and to the support teams 
who made such an effort to transport people and supplies 
to the various stages. 

I was undoubtedly the slowest walker on the uphills and 
downhills, though as Jim Percy has observed they were 
“almighty hills “, and I was pleased to have completed 
two of the stages.   Warwick Mosman. 

Photos:  1. View from Megalong Ridge, that night's campsite 
about 400 m altitude below here and out of sight.  2. Alex was 
shivering after a swim in Kowmung River.  3. Morong Falls as 
seen from Mt Happy Trailer, about 2 Km away and the bottom 

is out of sight! 

 

DUNPHY’S KOWMUNG ADVENTURE:    A 2014 re-enactment of a  
1914 trip made by Myles Dunphy and Bert Gallop   Warwick Mosman 

The Gardens of Stone Visitors Map 
$7.50 plus $1.50 postage.    

Buy the map online  
(www.bluemountains. org.au) or 

write to BMCS, PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls 2782                             
with your cheque or money order. 

http://www.bluemountains.org.au
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BLUE MOUNTAINS CONSERVATION SOCIETY Inc:  BUSHWALKING ACTIVITIES 
Membership of the bushwalking group is open to Society members.  The BMCS Bushwalking Guide which explains the 
numbered grades can be found on the Society’s website www.bluemountains.org.au or can be posted on request.  For more 
information call Maurice Kerkham  4739 4942 email mauricekerkham@hotmail.com  or write to PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls 
2782.  Late changes to the program will be published on the website.  

SATURDAY WALKS:  Usually a full day longer walk at a faster pace.  Bring morning tea, lunch and adequate water.  If you are 
a new walker to Saturday walks, before attending contact the designated contact person or the Group Co-ordinator Jim Percy— 
phone 4758 6009, email jp34@tpg.com.au   Check www.bluemountains.org.au for updates.   

MONDAY LEISURE WALKS:  Short Day walks of 3-5 hours, suitable for walkers of an average fitness.  Bring morning tea and 
lunch and adequate water.  The Group Co-ordinator is Keith Dorrian, 4736 1010, keithdor53@hotmail.com 

THURSDAY PLEASURE WALKS:  Walks 2-3 hours conducted at a leisurely pace to suit walkers on the day.  Bring morning 
tea, adequate water and lunch if noted.  Group Co-ordinator is Beverley Thompson, 4757 2076, roybev12@bigpond.net.au  

Nov 15 Kanangra Walls (Car pool)-Leader Bob 4757 2694-Meet at Wentworth Falls Stockade CP-7.30am-7Km Gr-3-Map 

 Kanangra 

Nov 22- Bonnie Doon Track, Nellies Glen and return via the Devils Hole-Leader Warren 4767 5403-Meet at Katoomba 

 Station Carpark -8.30am-12Km-Gr3-Map Katoomba 

Nov 29  Woodford to Hazelbrook via Transit of Venus Track and Mabel, Edith and Hazel Falls to  Hazelbrook Creek and 

 waterfalls including Hazelbrook Amphitheatre.  Leader Jim 4758 6009 meet at Woodford Stn CP (Sth Side) &km Gr3 Map 

 Katoomba. 
Dec 6-  Walford Walls-Leader Bob-Meet at WFalls CP-8.30-8Km-Gr 3/4-Map Katoomba /Mt Wilson 

Dec 13  Glenbrook Circuit Walk - Red Hands Cave and Kanuka Brook Leader Karen 4751 9695 meet at Glenbrook Stn 

 Carpark 8.00 am  10Km Gr3 Map Penrith 

Dec 20- Christmas Lunch venue to be decided 
 

ADVANCE  NOTICE:   Snowy Mountains in summer.  11th to 17 January 2015.  A variety of bushwalking experiences 

above and below the tree line.  Accommodation in Perisher Valley at Cooma Ski Club Lodge—cost $15.00 per person per 

night.   Contact Warwick Mosman 4757 1354, rwmosman@bigpond.com 

Nov 17 Red Hands Cave.  Glenbrook historic art rock.  Meet Glenbrook Station car park (east) 9.30 am.  Mary Read            

 4739 0786.  Grade 2.    

Nov 24 National Pass, Wentworth Falls.  One of the best!   Meet Wentworth Falls Station car park 9.30 am.  Ros 4733 3880.  

 Grade 3. 

Dec 1  Jack  Evans Track, Glenbrook National Park.  Swim in Erskine Creek.  Car pool, fare $5.  Meet Glenbrook Station car 

 park (east) 9.25 am.  Mary Read 4739 0786.  Grade 2. 

Dec 8  Grand Canyon, Blackheath.  Magnificent canyon walk.  Meet Blackheath Neighbourhood Centre 9.40 am.  Francoise 

 0438512301.  Grade 3.   

Dec 15 Christmas Party, 60s Theme.  Dress, sing and dance to the 60’s Cold Meat and Dessert Buffet.  Cost $35, Pay Judith.  

 Hazelbrook Bowling Club, Bonnie View Ave, Hazelbrook, 12-12.30 start.  Judith 4758 6310.  Grade 1.    

Nov 13   Lake Parramatta Walk Parramatta. Bush track 

 (4.5km) around lake with little rocky climbs and stepping stones 

 across river. Take lunch or buy at cafe. Ten minute bus trip to 

 start walk. Meet bottom of steps leading to Darcy Street 

 Parramatta Station 9.55am. Leaders  Alan and Jeanette  

 4757 3750. Grade 2.   

Nov 20 Sir Henry Parkes History Walk Faulconbridge.  

 Explore area associated with Parkes.  Meet Faulconbridge 

 Station south side 10.00am. Leader Maurice 4739 4942. Grade 2   

Nov 27 La Perouse Walk. Train to Central then bus. Coastal 

 walk and a swim.  Take lunch. Meet top of escalators Central 

 Station 9.30am. Leader Keith 4736 1010. Grade 2 

Dec 4   Bus trip to Tarana Gorge. Book and pay Chris $12 

 4721 4309. Lunch at Tarana Pub or take your own.  Meet 

 Council Depot South Street North Katoomba 8.30am sharp. 

 Leader Maurice 4739 4942. Grade 1 

Dec11  Christmas Party at Lindsay's house. Contact Lindsay 

 on 4751 6640 for details.  

Saturday Walks driver reimbursement:  In an effort to ensure that car drivers are adequately compensated for the use of their 
vehicles a driver reimbursement policy applies (Check www.bluemountains.org.au Saturday Walks page for details) 

New Society Banners:  The Society has wonderful new 

banners to use at our meetings and other events.   Thank you to 

Angela and Tara for organising this.  You will find one in a 

photo on page 5, with Kate Smolski speaking at our public 

meeting on 15 October.   The other two are reproduced here.  

You will be able to see them at Society events in the New Year.   

mailto:rwmosman@bigpond.com
http://www.bluemountains.org.au/

