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BMCS NURSERY PLANT SALES 

Lawson Nursery, Wednesday and 
Saturday mornings, 9am to noon.   

The nursery is located in the Lawson 
Industrial Area on the corner of Park and 
Cascade Streets, opposite Federation 
Building Materials  - see map on our 
website www.bluemountains.org.au).   

Blackheath Community Market, 1
st
 

Sunday of the month at Blackheath 
Public School, 9am to 1pm. 

Magpie Market, 3
rd
 Sunday of the month 

at Lawson Public School, 9am   to 2pm.   

Tube stock $2.50. Larger pots available.   

Discounts for bulk orders and large 
contracts. 

Enquiries Sue Nicol 4787 8887, 
nursery@bluemountains.org.au  

SEPTEMBERðBIODIVERSITY MONTH 
 

Threatened Species Day, 
7th September, 
commemorates the death 
of the last Thylacine 
(Tasmanian Tigerð
Thylacinus 
cynocepthalus) at Hobart 
Zoo in 1936.  Events are 
held nationally throughout 
SeptemberðBiodiversity 
Month.   

 
 

THREATENED SPECIES DAYð

PROBLEMS AND SOLUTIONS 

Sunday, 7 September 

11 am to 3 pm 

Mid Mountains Community Centre, 
Lawson.   

You will find a full program and    
more information on page 2.   

 
 

 
 

GIANT DRAGONFLIES 

Local biologist Ian Baird shares his 
passion for these beauties: http://
www.australiangeographic.com.au/
topics/wildlife/2014/08/giant-
dragonflies-in-the-blue-mountains-nsw 

You can download Ianôs thesis at 

http://researchdirect.uws.edu.au/

islandora/object/uws:11763 

 

Photos:  Spotted-tail Quoll, Nakia Belmer;  Brush-tailed Rock Wallaby, 

Ian Brown;  Giant Dragonfly, Ian Baird. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Wednesday 15th October, 7pm 

As the first in a series of Society events 
leading up to the NSW State Election in 
March 2015, the Society is holding a 
public meeting. 

The State of the State - an 
Environmental Perspective 

Guest speaker: Kate Smolski,       
CEO of the Nature Conservation 

Council of NSW 

Local candidates from the Liberal, 
Labor, and Greens parties will also be 
invited to attend and speak briefly if they 
wish. 

At the Conservation Hut 
Wentworth Falls.   

 

Saturday, 25th October, 10 am 

"Music of the Mountains"  (Listening 

to Nature) ï Jim Smith.   

BMCS General Meeting.   

Wentworth Falls School of Arts.   

Our Administration Officer, Wes Maley, is leaving the mountains.    

Thank you Wes for your good humour, dedication and patience over the 
past years.   You will be sorely missed.  As well as taking on the 
administration role, Wes helped his wife, Anne, over several years to 
envelope and distribute the hard copies of Hut News.  Thank you Anne 
Maley for all your help.  We wish you both well in your new home, closer 
to your children and grandchildren. 

The Society needs a new administration officer, or a team of people who 
can volunteer to take over various functions of the job.  Please contact 
Alan Page (4784 1704, president@bluemountains.org.au) if you are 
interested in helping in any way and want to find out more.   

http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/wildlife/2014/08/giant-dragonflies-in-the-blue-mountains-nsw
http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/wildlife/2014/08/giant-dragonflies-in-the-blue-mountains-nsw
http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/wildlife/2014/08/giant-dragonflies-in-the-blue-mountains-nsw
http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/wildlife/2014/08/giant-dragonflies-in-the-blue-mountains-nsw
http://researchdirect.uws.edu.au/islandora/object/uws:11763
http://researchdirect.uws.edu.au/islandora/object/uws:11763
mailto:president@bluemountains.org.au
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DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT 
ISSUE OF HUT NEWS IS  
20 SEPTEMBER 2014 

hutnews@bluemountains.org.au       
PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls 2782 

 
MEMBERSHIP ENQUIRIES 

Ross Coster 
02 4739 2987  0418 462 576 

membership@bluemountains.org.au 
or write to 

PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls 2782 

ñHut Newsò, the newsletter of  
Blue Mountains Conservation Society Inc.  

P.O. Box 29, Wentworth Falls, 2782 
Phone 4757 1872  

Email:  bmcs@bluemountains.org.au 
Web page:  www.bluemountains.org.au 

President::  Alan Page  4784 1704    
  president@bluemountains.org.au  
Senior Vice President: Tara Cameron 
  0419 824 974  taracameron4@gmail.com 
Second Vice President:  Don Morison  
  8230 2116  2vp@bluemountains.org.au 
Treasurer:  Bart Beech    4739 9947  
  bart.beech@invensys.com 
Administration Officer:  VACANT  
Bushcare Officer:  Paul Vale  
  4787 8080   0429 014 454  
   bushcare@bluemountains.org.au 
Environmental Educatlion Officer:   
  Gary Humble  4784 1648   0427 841 078 
  gaz.humble@gmail.com 
Landuse Officer:  Angela Langdon 
   0417 004 722     
   angela.langdon@bigpond.com 
Meetings Secretary: Heather Hull 
  4739 1493  hhull001@bigpond.net.au 
Membership Secretary:  Ross Coster 
  4739 2987   0418 462 576 
  membership@bluemountains.org.au  
General Meetings Convenor:   
  Brendan Doyle   4757 2197    
  brendan049@gmail.com 
National Parks/World Heritage Officer:   
  Brian Marshall     4784.1148    
  briannamar@bigpond.com 
Newsletter Editor:  Christine Davies 
  4787 7246 
  hutnews@bluemountains.org.au 
Plant Nursery Manager:  Sue Nicol 
  4787.8887 nursery@bluemountains.org.au 
Publicity Officer:  Annabel Murray  
  0404 455 626   
  publicity@bluemountains.org.au 
Sustainable Population and Climate 
Change Officer:  Peter Green   4751 9474  
  peter@pwgreen.id.au 

Threatened Species Officer: Nakia Belmer 
  0414 344 741  bayern11@tpg.com.au 
Website Officer:  Alan Page  4784 1704 
  president@bluemountains.org.au 
Walks Convenor:  Maurice Kerkham  
  4739  4942 
  mauricekerkham@hotmail.com 
Project Officer-Events:  Rob Baigent 
  4759 3104 rob.baigent@bigpond.com 
Bushfire Representative: Hugh Paterson 
  4751.2303, mob 0427 512 303    
  fmatter@bigpond.net.au 

Threatened Species Day  ï  Problems and Solutions 
Sunday 7th September, 11:00am ï 3:00pm   
Mid-Mountains Community Centre, Lawson 

 

PROGRAM 
 

11:00  Introduction ï Nakia Belmer  
   Welcome to Country & a Darug perspectiveðChris Tobin  
11:15  Debbie Andrew ï Regent Honeyeaters, Swift Parrot and Spotted- 
   tail Quolls 
11:45  Judy Smith ï Greater Gliders 
12:15  Michael Hensen ï Hanging swamps incl. Giant Dragonflies 
12:45  LUNCH (Bring lunch or buy in a local caf®)  
1:30  Michaela Jones ï Brush-tailed Rock Wallabies 
2:00  Wyn Jones ï Blue Mountains rare plants, including Wollemi Pine  
   and Camden White Gum 
2:30  Q&A discussion ï Chaired by Gregg Borschmann 
3:00  Finish 

Speakers will highlight some of the attempts being made to prevent 
extinctions of Australia's fauna and flora, and to restore healthy numbers of 
threatened species and ecological communities in the wild.   

Brush-tailed Rock Wallabies were once widespread across S-E Australia. 
Theyôre now only found in small isolated pockets scattered along the Great 
Divide from SE Qld to Northern Victoria. Michaela Jones (NPWS) monitors 
the group living at Jenolan Caves.  

Her colleague, Debbie Andrew is involved in the projects to restore habitat 
for critically endangered Regent Honeyeaters in Capertee Valley and Swift 
Parrots elsewhere. Sheôs also studied Spotted Quolls for many years and 
seen how competition from feral predators is threatening their existence.  

Greater Gliders are world-record holders, able to glide over 100m in search 
of fresh gum blossoms, buds & leaves. Judy Smith has noticed their 
numbers dropping throughout the Blue Mountains. Sheôs looking at historical 
records and searching for gliders across the Mountains to determine why 
theyôre disappearing. 

Wyn Jones, the botanist who identified the Wollemi Pine, will be speaking 
about his studies of rare plants in the Blue Mountains, and in particular, 
dangers to the vulnerable Camden White Gum from weeds, changed fire 
regimes, feral pigs, etc. 

Hanging swamps are a key part of our Blue Mountains environment, a home 
to an array of unique plants and animals, such as the endangered Giant 
Dragonfly. They also act as the storage to keep our creeks & waterfalls 
flowing. Michael Henson (BMCC) will discuss their vital ecological role and 
how the swamps are threatened by human impacts such as developments, 
run-off and mining. 

There will also be a stimulating Q&A panel, chaired by ABC  journalist Gregg 
Borschmann, with the speakers discussing threats and strategies to 
safeguard various species.  Join in the discussion and discover how we all 
might be able to contribute to solutions. 

Come along for a fascinating day, 
learn more about conservation 
management of our precious 
environment or just pop in for a talk or 
two that particularly interests you.  For 
enquiries contact-Gary Humble, 
BMCS Education Officer, Ph 
47841648, Mob 0427 841078, 
gaz.humble@gmail.com 

(Photo:  Swift Parrot, Margot Foster) 

ñOverpopulation in various countries has become a serious 

threat to the health of people and a grave obstacle to any 

attempt to organize peace on this planet."   

Albert Einstein.   

mailto:president@bluemountains.org.au
mailto:bayern11@tpg.com.au
mailto:gaz.humble@gmail.com
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Help keep Councilôs Environment Levy     
Angela Langdon, Land Use 

If you are a Blue Mountains ratepayer you would have 
recently received a letter and survey to complete about 
future Blue Mountains City rates.  The survey is called 
ñResourcing Our Futureò.  The options contained in 
the survey are simple: 

Option 1: rates are increased to allow better service 
levels 

Option 2: rates are increased to allow current service 
levels to be maintained 

Option 3: the rate increase is minimal and service 
levels are reduced. 

What many people do not realise is that the continuation 
of the current Environment Levy is only included in 

Options 1 and 2.  In Option 3 the levy is removed. 

If you vote for Option 1 or 2, you will be voting for the 
continuation of the Environment Levy.  If you vote for 
Option 3 we suggest you hand write on the submission 
form the following comment ñWhile I am voting for Option 
3, I want the Environmental Levy to be maintained at the 
current levelò. 

Why is the Environment Levy so important?    It was 
introduced by Council in 2005, after community 
consultation, to fund projects which restore, protect and 
improve our local environment.  The levy is an additional 
charge of $43 per property (less than $1 per week!).  In 
2012/13 a total of $1,247,545 was spent on a wide 
variety of projects including water quality monitoring, 
weed control, supporting Bushcare groups, restoring 
bushland and wildlife habitat, maintenance of tracks and 
lookouts on Council managed bushland reserves, and 
environmental education. 

The Society believes that the Environment Levy provides 
a significant pool of funds for vital environmental 
management and protection works within the Blue 
Mountains.  Funds raised by the Levy are effectively 
quarantined and can only be spent on identified 
environmental programs. Importantly, the Environment 
Levy also enables Council to successfully leverage 
significant additional grant funding from State and federal 
governments (in 2013/13 this amounted to $612,000 
additional funds). 

Make sure you vote for the environment by 
indicating your support for the Environment Levy in 
the Councilôs ñResourcing Our Futureò rate survey.  
Responses are required by 15 September 2014.  

The Gardens of Stoneða photographic 

journey with Hugh Speirs   

Alice and Elaine lurk in the shadows in a crevasse in 

Pleasant View Canyon.  Hugh Speirs.   

One Coal Seam Gas threat removed 

PELA 158 (Petroleum Exploration Licence Application), 
which covered an area from Capertee to Blackheath and 
down to Springwood/Winmalee and across to Mount Wilson/
Bilpin, including Gardens of Stone, Wollemi and Blue 
Mountains National Parks, was refused by the Minister on 
20th August. 

The Society would like to thank our members, Stop CSG 
Blue Mountains and the thousands of Blue Mountains 
residents who signed the petitions and made submissions to 
have PELA158 rejected. 

http://www.stopcsgbm.net.au/
http://www.stopcsgbm.net.au/
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Beautiful but deadly:  The Sundew, (Drosera spathulata) is beautiful 

when you look at it closely  Try looking through a magnifying lens (you might 
also see tiny insects stuck to the leaves).   

It grows where the soil is damp and leached of nutrients.  The droplets are very 
sticky and trap the insects they attract.  The insects are absorbed by the plant 
and provide the nutrients which are missing in the soil.  Cleverly, Drosera 
species grow their flowers on long stems, away from the sticky leaves, and the 
pollinating insects do not get trapped.   Christine. 

Coalpac and its ócoalpabilityô ï now in                 

the hands of the PAC     Brian Marshall 

In the Hut News for August, I asked whether anyone would rid 
me of this troublesome miner.  Regrettably, no-one has 
obliged.  Those who bet that the Department of Planning and 
Environmentôs (DP&E) assessment report would oppose the 
Coalpac Modifications have lost their money! 

The DP&Eôs assessment on the Coalpac Cullen Valley and 
Invincible Modifications went to the PAC (Planning Assessment 
Commission) on August 6, 2014

1
.  The assessment report for 

the Modifications states
2
: 

ñéthe Department considers the project to be in the public 
interest, and recommends that it be approved subject to 
strict conditions.ò  

The Commissioners charged with making the PACôs deter-
mination are Mr Garry West (chair), Ms Donna Campbell and 
Mr Gordon Kirkby.  Details of the Commissioners are on the 
PAC website (endnote 1 below).  

The PAC has scheduled a public meeting for September 17 at 
Cullen Bullen.  Details of how you can participate are provided 
in a separate article on this page:  Planning Assessment 
Commission Meeting on Coalpac Modifications Proposal. 

The DP&Eôs approval of the Modifications is outrageous. The 
DP&E previously rejected the Coalpac Consolidation Project 
(CCP), with feeble support from OEH (Office of Environment 
and Heritage), in the face of opposition by Treasury and the 
DRE (Department of Resources and Energy).  It has now com-
promised its integrity by succumbing to those same pressures 
over Modifications involving a mere 9 million tonnes of coal.   

Coalpac is ócoalpableô for originally persisting with the Coalpac 
Consolidation Project (only to withdraw it in the face of certain 
PAC rejection), and now coveting ómickey mouseô quantities of 
coal despite the disastrous environmental outcomes.  The 
DP&E is culpable for reneging on its once-principled position 
and accepting the self-serving, seemingly duplicitous 
arguments of Coalpac, its ódedicatedô consultants, and its 
governmental adherents.  

Will the PAC stand-up for a unique land system, or will it too 
don the mantle of culpability by recommending the 
Modificationsô approval, despite this damaging the unique 
landscape and opening the door for more open-cut extensions 
and the landscapeôs obliteration. 

Letôs be clear!  If the Modifications are approved, this will 
be the thin end of the wedge.  Coalpac and its likely 
beneficial owner (Hong Kong-based EnergyAustralia) will 
not stop until the previously rejected destructive potential 

of the CCP becomes an incremental reality.  
1    http://www.pac.nsw.gov.au/Projects/tabid/77/ctl/viewreview/

mid/462/pac/418/view/readonly/myctl/rev/Default.aspx 
2   On Planningôs website at http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/

index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=6446  

    and http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?

action=view_job&job_id=6451 

Planning Assessment Commission 
Meeting on Coalpac Modifications 

Proposal     Brian Marshall 

The Planning Assessment Commission (PAC) will 
hold a public meeting at Cullen Bullen Progress 
Association Hall, 37-39 Castlereagh Hwy, 
Cullen Bullen on 17 September 2014 at 1.30 pm, 
to hear any final points or submissions before 
making its determination.  

If you wish to speak at the meeting on the 
DP&Eôs assessment and recommendation        
you must register beforehand by ringing Ms 
Rebecca Chungue on (02) 9383 2112 by 1.00 pm 
Thursday 11 September.  You will only be 
allowed about 5 minutes as an individual or 10-15 
minutes if you represent an organization.  You 
should, at the meeting, provide the PAC with a 
hard copy of your oral presentation.  

Should you wish to make a submission to the PAC 
on any aspect of the DP&Eôs assessment and 
recommendation but are unable to attend the 
meeting, send it by email to pac@pac.nsw.gov.au 
as soon as practicable. 

Some points (there are many more than those 
listed below) to consider: 

¶ The proposed Modifications fragment the 
unique landscape which the PAC (2012) and 
Department of Planning (2013) deemed of 
sufficient importance to reject the Coalpac 
Consolidation Proposal. 

¶ The landscape is unique in its totality ï 
removing parts, compromises this totality and 
renders it similar to those areas that have already 
been irreversibly damaged by mining and by 
clearing for farming purposes. 

¶ Excising portions of the unique landscape by 
open-cut and highwall mining is akin to removing 
the valves from your heart whilst arguing that there 
will be no down-side!   

¶ The unique landscape contains endangered 
and critically endangered ecological communities 
(EECs and CEECs), and poorly reserved 
vegetation types which cannot be offset on a like-
for-like basis.   

¶ The unique landscape is habitat for threatened 
flora and fauna species which will be destroyed by 
and/or inadequately buffered from open-cut mining. 

¶ Destroying and in other ways compromising this 
unique landscape for 9 Mt of low-grade coal does 
not make sense, unless Coalpac intends to 
increase this tonnage by progressively seeking 
more extensions ï death of a landscape by a 
óthousand cutsô. 

http://www.pac.nsw.gov.au/Projects/tabid/77/ctl/viewreview/mid/462/pac/418/view/readonly/myctl/rev/Default.aspx
http://www.pac.nsw.gov.au/Projects/tabid/77/ctl/viewreview/mid/462/pac/418/view/readonly/myctl/rev/Default.aspx
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=6446
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=6446
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=6451
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=6451
mailto:pac@pac.nsw.gov.au
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The NSW Government has introduced new legislation, 
known informally as the 10/50 Vegetation Clearing Act, 
which came into effect on 1 August 2014.  This new law 
provides owners of properties, deemed at risk from 
bushfire, the entitlement to remove trees and other 
vegetation within certain distances of their homes 

without the need to seek any sort of formal approval.  

The new laws allow people to:  

¶ Clear trees on their property within 10 metres of a 
home; and  

¶ Clear underlying vegetation such as shrubs (but not 
trees) on their property within 50 metres of a home.  

NSW Rural Fire Service (RFS) has developed a 10/50 
Vegetation Clearing Code of Practice to define what 
clearing activities will be permitted under the new law.  
For instance you cannot clear on steeply sloping land 
under the Code and therefore permission is still required. 

An on-line mapping tool on the RFS website (10/50 
Vegetation Clearing Entitlement Areas) indicates what 
areas are deemed high fire risk and therefore where the 
Act applies.  In the Blue Mountains, the new Act applies 
to nearly all residential areas. 

The Society is very concerned that the rules as outlined 
under the Code are not well understood by the 
community.  There has been no public education 
campaign on the Code before its release, the Code is 
complex and information is hard to find.  

The Society has already had reports from concerned 
members that clearing has occurred in breach of the Act 
and the Code, e.g. tree removal greater than 10 metres 
from homes.   

Unfortunately it is also very unclear what government 
agency undertakes compliances and ensures that 
residents clear vegetation consistent with the Act and 
Code.  The Society is attempting to clarify this and more 
information will be available in the next Hut News. 

The Society is concerned that the 10/50 Vegetation 
Clearing Act and Code was a rushed response to last 
October bushfires.  There was very little public 
consultation prior to the new Act and Code being 
introduced.   

The implications of introducing an entitlement to clear 
trees without some type of approval has clear risks in 
terms of native vegetation in residential areas, especially 
where the rules are not well understood by the community.  
Pittwater Council for instance estimated that if everyone 
in their local government area took up the entitlement, 
55% of the tree canopy would be lost 

1
 ï a similar if not a 

worse scenario is likely for the Blue Mountains  

The Society supports effective bushfire risk reduction 
strategies and there is emerging evidence from the 
October bushfires that in terms of minimising the risk of 
losing your home in a bushfire, a key strategy is 
retrofitting your home and maintaining it, in order to 
address ember attack.   

A recent CSIRO study into the October 2014 bushfire 
blaze found it had a ñsimilar rate of house destruction as 
the 2009 Black Saturday bushfires in Victoria, despite 
relatively benign fire conditionsò

1
.  The report concluded 

that there was little evidence of direct flame contact or 
radiation damage on homes. ñAs such, losses were 
predominantly due to ember attackò.  Justin Leonard, a 
CSIRO expert on bushfire housing design, ñadvocates a 
hierarchy approach where residents tackle primary risks 
firstò.  For instance, there is little point felling nearby trees 
if homes remain vulnerable to a rainstorm of embers 
often emanating from hundreds of metres ï if not 
kilometres ï away.  If ember attacks aren't addressed, 
ñitôs a bit ridiculous to focus on vegetation clearingò, 
Leonard said. 
1 
Peter Hannam, SMH, 16/8/2014 ñTackling fire on the 
home frontò. Read more: http://www.smh.com.au/environment/

tackling-the-fire-threat-on-the-home-front-20140815-
104dd5.html#ixzz3BGYCrBnJ 

Nursery News    Sue Nicol, Nursery Manager 

The winter break at the nursery did not mean that work 
stopped, just sales.  The Lawson volunteers organised 
working bees to catch up on much needed maintenance 
and Blackheath stalwarts kept an eye on the watering 
and made emergency repairs when wind damaged the 
glasshouse. 
The Nursery volunteers returned to a very cold start to 
work at the beginning of August, but they are made of 
tough stuff and the weather did not deter them.  At 
Blackheath we had twelve people, some of them new 
volunteers, and the wintry conditions were ignored as we 
were warmed by Gluwein at morning tea!  The first 
Sunday market at Blackheath was chilly and customers 
were a bit scarce and the first Magpie Market was 
cancelled due to rain.  We are looking forward to Spring 
and a burst of new growth in plants, and customers eager 
to buy them. 
Plant of the month: Melaleuca hypericifolia. Melaleucas 
are paperbarks and some are tall trees often seen in 
street plantings.  However not all of them are trees and 
not all have papery bark.  M.hypericifolia is a spreading 
shrub with arching branches and lovely orangy red 

bottlebrush-like spikes which are bird-attracting.  Like 
most Melaleucas it prefers damp sites and in the 
Mountains it can be found along tracks around damp cliff 
faces eg. at Wentworth Falls,  but it grows well in many 
mountain gardens.   We have plenty of them at Lawson 
Nursery ready for planting now. 

Photo:  Melaleuca hypericifolia, Photo: Brian Walters 

Source:  http://anpsa.org.au/m-hyp.html 

The New 10/50 Bushfire Vegetation Clearing Law  

http://www.smh.com.au/environment/tackling-the-fire-threat-on-the-home-front-20140815-104dd5.html#ixzz3BGYCrBnJ
http://www.smh.com.au/environment/tackling-the-fire-threat-on-the-home-front-20140815-104dd5.html#ixzz3BGYCrBnJ
http://www.smh.com.au/environment/tackling-the-fire-threat-on-the-home-front-20140815-104dd5.html#ixzz3BGYCrBnJ
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BMCS Planning and Development Resource Kit 

Do you want to take action on an environmental issue in your 

neighbourhood or the Blue Mountains more broadly?  

Do you want information about the laws and procedures 

relating to development and environmental protection? 

Find out what YOU can do!  Go to the Planning and 
Development Resource Kit www.bluemountains.org.au/pdrk-

welcome.shtml 

Blue Mountains Wild River - The Wollangambe 

Our meeting at the Wentworth Falls School of Arts on Sunday 17
th
 

August attracted a crowd of 169 people (a full house).   

Andy Macqueen entertained us with a presentation of the 
Wollangambeôs history and geography.  Andy also spoke of ñcreativeò 
cartographers, overly-keen bushwalkers and li-lo adventurers.  He told 
us that the Aboriginal place name ñWollangambeò probably initially 
belonged to Mount Irvine.  Alan Page gave a presentation on coal. 

Dr Ian Wright then presented the Wollangambeôs state of health.  This 
was based on water sampling at different sites over many months and 
is described in detail in the paper that has just been presented at a 
conference.  Blue Mountains Conservation Society and the Colong 
Foundation for Wilderness provided funds to pay for the laboratory 
tests. 

In summary, the Wollangambe River is being polluted by water 
discharged from the Clarence Colliery.  The levels of zinc and nickel, 
the water temperature, salinity and the pH change significantly from 
above to below the mine discharge point.  Similarly, the wildlife in the 
water decrease significantly. 

Ianôs presentation ï although depressing ï was given in a light and 
humorous fashion and proposed clear actions that need to be taken to 
address the situation.  The main course of action was to ensure that 
the EPA establishes an appropriate EPL (Environmental Pollution 
Licence).  Currently several of the variables that should be a condition 
of the licence are not included ï such as nickel, salinity and macro 
invertebrate; while others have maximums way too high ï such as zinc 
and pH. 

People arriving were able to see a wonderful slideshow of images by 
Ian Brown and others, including the photo at the top of this page by 
Hans Peter Dietz.   

 

Birdwatchers make a big splash   

Congratulations to all those who took part 
in the first national Bathing Birds survey! 

Grainne Cleary, one of the organisers, 
praised Blue Mountains people for 
making a significant contribution to almost 
2000 participants around the country who 
kept an eye on who was using birdbaths 
in their backyards.  Almost 50,000 birds 
were spotted having a drink or a splash 
during July.  BirdLife Australia will be 
using the information to keep track on 
which types are using birdbaths and how 
gardening habitats affect birdlife. The 
study will be repeated in January then 
twice annually in the future to maintain an 
ongoing record. 

Three suggestions from Birds in 
Backyards:   

¶ Plant, plant, plant!   Drop into the 
ConSoc nursery and see what stock of 
local native plants we have.  Lots of 
layers (even if they are pruned and óneatô 
looking), especially shrubs, are great for 
many of our smaller native birds that 
struggle in suburbia. 

¶ Big flowering hybrid Grevilleas look 
amazing but attract larger and aggressive 
birds like Noisy Miners and Wattlebirds. 
Donôt plant your entire garden with them ï 
instead look for small, local Grevilleas.   

¶ Install and maintain a nest box for 
hollow-nesting species. Pick one for the 
bird you want to attract and be sure to 
keep watch for invaders (and be prepared 
to remove the nesting material of 
introduced birds if they try to take over). 

Grainne will be up here in the Mountains 
on Nov 1

st
 for the launch of the Great 

Koala Count.  She and Dr Kellie Leigh will 
be explaining about how to join in the 
Count by going for a bushwalk and 
keeping your eyes up in the trees.  
Postponed last year because of the 
bushfires, the meeting at Faulconbridge 
Hall will also be a chance for kids to meet 
Badger, Kellieôs dog trained to safely find 
quolls and other elusive wildlife for 
surveys.  (Photo:  Red Wattlebirds having 
a splash and spruce up in my yard.)   

Gary Humble.   
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