Blue Mountains Conservation Society Inc.

HUT NEWS
“Nature Conservation Saves for Tomorrow”

STOP PRESS: Public consultation on Blue
Mountains Draft LEP
Public exhibition of the Blue Mountains Draft Local
Environmental Plan 2013 is scheduled for 13 weeks from
Wednesday 4 December 2013 to Friday 7 March 2014,
which includes an extra week to compensate for the
Christmas shutdown.
The extension of time from the anticipated eight week
exhibition period was the result of extensive lobbying by
the Society and Blue Mountains City Council. Our
requests to the Minister to defer exhibition until next year
because of Council’s heavy staff commitment to the
bushfire recovery and rebuilding process were not
successful.
Although the timing just before Christmas is not ideal, the
Society is committed to assisting the community to make
informed comment on environmental matters in the Draft
LEP, e.g. whether the existing environmental zones have
been adequately translated to the new standard
instrument zones.
Revising the existing Blue Mountains Local Environmental
Plans has involved lengthy and, at times, frustrating
negotiations between Blue Mountains City Council staff
and councillors, the Minister for Planning & Infrastructure
and his departmental staff. Those negotiations resulted
in agreement on a draft plan which largely satisfied
Council’s requirements – although still not equivalent to
the current award-winning planning instrument.
The Society will be carefully analysing the Draft LEP over
the coming few weeks and will provide extensive information material about relevant environmental issues via its
website and Facebook page, by approximately midJanuary. We will hold information stalls in various
villages from late January to March. If there is sufficient
interest we may also run submission preparation
workshop(s).
The Society remains concerned that Council may not be
allowed sufficient time to finalise the plan following public
exhibition without undue pressure from the department to
meet an unrealistic deadline. The plan was originally
required to be completed by mid-2014 but will not now be
finalised until the end of the year. The Society will monitor
the situation and call for members to lobby our local MP
and the Minister if required.
What you can do:
 Look for information about the Draft LEP public
exhibition in the Blue Mountains Gazette and on
Council’s website www.bmcc.nsw.gov.au
 Check for information brochures and campaign
updates on the Society’s website and Facebook page.
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Key Positions on Management Committee
Our Nursery Manager Kevin Bell and Website Manager
Alan Page have indicated that they will not be continuing
in their roles after the March AGM. Are you interested in
finding out more about these voluntary positions?
Nursery Manager: The current volunteers are capable
of carrying out the necessary tasks but somebody is
needed to oversee the operations and coordinate
activities. If you have a knowledge of plants and ideas
on running a happy business your interest would be
greatly appreciated. It would be helpful to have
somebody in place before the March election so that
Kevin can discuss the various procedures and
requirements for running the nursery with you. Contact
Kevin Bell 4787 6436 kevinbell@eftel.net.au
Website Manager maintains the Society’s website using
HTML and CSS. Please contact Alan Page to discuss:
4784 1704, webmaster@bluemountains.org.au

Early Christmas Gift
Give BMCS membership to a friend. Most of us will
know like-minded environmentally-conscious people
who are not yet members of the Blue Mountains
Conservation Society. Give a one-year membership to a
friend or relative for Christmas.
Annual membership fees are Single $30 ($20
concession – senior/student), Household $35 ($25).
Bushwalkers pay $20 extra per walker per annum.
 Post the details with your cheque to Membership
Secretary, PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls 2782 or
 Email details to the Membership Secretary Lachlan
Garland (lachlan.a.garland@bigpond.com) and pay
online at www.bluemountains.org.au
Your friend or relative will receive a gift voucher and one
year’s subscription to Hut News.
BMCS NURSERY PLANT SALES
Lawson Nursery will be closed from 12 December to
14 January. Reopens 15 January for Wednesday and
Saturday sales, 9am to noon. The nursery is located
in the Lawson Industrial Area on the corner of Park
and Cascade Streets, opposite Federation Building
Materials (see map www.bluemountains.org.au).
Blackheath Community Market, 1st Sunday of the
month at Blackheath Public School, 9am to 1pm.

 Sign up for the Society’s LEP campaign email updates
via webmaster@bluemountains.org.au
Sue Morrison, Community Campaigner, Hands Off
our LEPs

Magpie Market, 3rd Sunday of the month at Lawson
Public School, 9am to 2pm. (We will be there on
Sunday 15 December. No markets in January.)
Tube stock $2.50. Larger pots available.
Enquiries Kevin Bell 4787 6436,
kevinbell@eftel.net.au
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Nursery News
The Bushfires: None of our nursery volunteers had their property
affected by the October bush-fires but we have heard of several Society
members who were not so lucky and recently we have had customers
wanting to re-plant their fire-damaged properties. While we are happy to
provide plants to give an instant garden, we try to assure people that
Nature will naturally regenerate, particularly after the recent good rains.
We were forced to close the nursery for sales during that worst week in
October and the Lawson Magpie Markets were also cancelled. Of greater
impact for us is the complete destruction of Sonter’s Fern Nursery in
Winmalee. We purchase most of our ferns as tiny "plugs" from them
which we grow on and, as it is unlikely they will be back in operation within
a year, this will limit our supply of ferns to the public, just after I featured
ferns in the last Hut News. So, if you want ferns it would be wise to
purchase them soon as our stocks are limited.
Feature Plant: This time it is Viola betonicifolia or the Arrowhead (which
describes the foliage), Showy or Mountain Violet. This little, but very
showy, plant occurs from Tasmania to Cape York, extending into PapuaNew Guinea and is found in damp, shaded forest but may also grow in
more open spaces with adequate moisture.
In spring and summer it produces prolific purple to violet flowers, about
2cm across, which are held singly above the low foliage on slender stems.
Then follows pale-brown pods which gradually turn upward and then
release a shower of tiny, black seeds. We have found plant containers in
the nursery adjacent to this flowering Viola suddenly producing lots of little
Violas so if you have one in the garden, very shortly after flowering you will
have more. We have even had this little plant appearing in the sand we
use on our heated propagation beds as the dispersal of seeds can easily
go unnoticed.
It is an ideal rockery plant for a semi-shaded position and seems to fit in
well with the conditions favouring ferns and the colour of the flowers
enhances the green of the ferns. We have good stocks of this enchanting
plant in small pots for just $2.50.
Nursery recess: Even volunteers like a break so we will be closing our
Lawson nursery for sales after trading on
Wednesday 11th December and will re-open on
Wednesday 15th January 2014 for Wednesday and
Saturday morning sales. We will also be at the the
Lawson Magpie Markets on Sunday 15th
December. There are no markets in January.
We have lovely advanced plants in 140mm pots for
just $5 which make ideal Christmas presents or, if
you prefer, we have Gift Certificates for that hard-to
-buy-for person who doesn’t appreciate the socks
you usually buy for them. So come and celebrate
the festive season with us and solve your gift
problems!
Kevin Bell, Nursery Manager
(kevinbell@eftell.net.au 4787 6436)
Diagram of Viola betonicifolia: NSW Flora Online,
http://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au

BMCS Planning and Development Resource Kit
Do you want to take action on an environmental issue in your
neighbourhood or the Blue Mountains more broadly?
Do you want information about the laws and procedures relating to
development and environmental protection?
Find out what YOU can do! Go to the Planning and Development
Resource Kit www.bluemountains.org.au/pdrk-welcome.shtml
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The Gardens of Stone—a photographic journey with Hugh Speirs

Looking north along Carne Ck.. The figures (top left) of Alice and, a little further right, Hugh
give scale to the scene. (photo by Bob Reyswood).

Australia’s World Heritage areas at risk?
In November 2013, the Federal Environment Department
revealed that it has started talks with UNESCO to reduce
Tasmania’s newly-expanded World Heritage Area.

Industry peace deal signatory Terry Edwards warned the
election result was not a mandate to tear up the
agreement.

A BMCS member emailed our local federal member
shortly before the federal election and four emails and
In June 2013, after decades of conflict between the forest
two months later received a reply from Rebekah Faith on
industry and conservationists, 170,000ha of Tasmanian
behalf of Louise Markus defending the Coalition’s
old-growth forest were added to Tasmania’s World
position and asserting that “I am committed to preserving
Heritage Area. Wet eucalypt forests in the Upper
the Blue Mountains World Heritage Status and would not
Florentine, the Styx, Huon, Picton and Counsel River
support any changes to that.”
Valley now have the world’s highest level of
environmental protection, thanks to their unique size and We need all the wild places we have as there are so few
left. If one section of World Heritage is revoked, will any
the ecosystems they support.
of Australia’s World Heritage areas be safe?
Announcing the listing, federal environment minister
Tony Burke said, "If you look at the Styx in particular,
there are trees that are the length of a football field going
straight up. This decision means those extraordinary
Unnecessary emissions Don Morison
giants of the forest are added to the World Heritage list."
The Federal Coalition did not support the World Heritage It is reprehensible that demonstrators in Indonesia
recently burned portrait photos of Tony Abbott. They
extension and said it would seek to have it removed.
should have known that this would add to greenhouse
The 170,000 hectare extension to the Tasmanian
gases in the atmosphere. Mr Abbott, for his part, should
Wilderness World Heritage Area is seen as the crowning do what he can to discourage Indonesians from multiple
conservation achievement of three years of forest peace copying his portrait (if he has not already done so).
talks. Even the forest industry has urged the Coalition to
think again.
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All quiet on the ‘eastern front’ – I think not! Brian Marshall
Is the issue of CSG exploration and exploitation
resolved? No!
The Premier placed a 2 km buffer zone around selected
‘communities’ and quarantined the main viticulture and
horse-breeding industries, yet many small hamlets
remain un-buffered and other agribusinesses remain at
risk. This is unconscionable. Why should some
businesses be spared, whereas struggling farmers and
their local service industries are sacrificed? What a
stupid question!
The Premier’s selective concessions are perhaps
assuaging the deep-pocketed few in the hope that the
shallow-pocketed many will be disproportionally
weakened. If so, it hasn’t worked! StopCSG and
numerous other community-based groups dedicated to
arresting this assault on homes, health, livelihoods, water
resources and high-value environmental terrains have
proliferated.
Sydney’s drinking-water catchment was not excluded
from CSG exploration-exploitation. Minister Hartcher has
now focused on this gross omission and placed a ‘hold’
on CSG activities in the ‘Special Areas’ of Sydney’s
catchment. This ‘hold’ is either a face-saver which will
become permanent by default, or it is awaiting a suitably
orchestrated report enabling 'carefully managed'
exploitation. Guess what will happen!
Why other drinking-water catchments are disregarded is
a mystery. Another mystery is why focus on CSG, as
impacts of longwall coal mining beneath drinking water
catchments and open-cut mining within them are wellestablished? Perhaps it is because the 'coal-horse' has
bolted whereas the 'CSG-horse' is hovering at the gate
(in NSW!) and its excesses can be stopped!
A further mystery relates to the control of CSG activities.
Applications for exploration-exploitation go either to the
Office of Coal Seam Gas (OCSG)1, or to the NSW
Department of Planning and Infrastructure (DP&I). The
OCSG also has responsibility for monitoring and
compliance issues, including those for rehabilitation and
security deposits. Once approved by OCSG or DP&I, an
environmental protection licence from the ‘independent’
Environment Protection Authority (EPA) is needed; the
EPA is said to be the regulator (including compliance and
enforcement) of the environmental and health impacts of
CSG-related activities. Confused? So are many others! 2

What is happening about hunting in National
Parks and State Forests?
National Parks: the three-year trial in which skilled
amateur hunters (over 18 years of age) are allowed to
shoot feral animals in 12 parks, mainly within the central
and far west of NSW, notionally started in early
December3. Hunters will be closely supervised by
NPWS staff and shooting will not take place in school
holidays or at night.
The Natural Resources Commission will review the trial
in 2016, but how realistic will the findings be? For
example, how will the findings be extrapolated to parks
closer to major population centres, to what extent will
population growth be taken into consideration, and what
is meant by ‘closely supervised’? Furthermore, how will
Printed on Australian-made 100% Recycled Paper

the deployment of staff for close supervision be treated in
any cost/benefit analysis, especially as NPWS is shortstaffed and seemingly unable to meet existing demands?
Perhaps this whole money-wasting process reflects:
(a) OEH and Government believing that parks must
increase visitation and ‘pay their way’, seemingly
irrespective of the environmental consequences; and
(b) a belief that the next NSW election in March 2015
might favour the Government in the Upper House!
Hunting in State Forests was suspended following
abolition of the ‘conflicted’ NSW Game Council4. It is
now scheduled to resume in up to 358 State Forests in
February 2014, once the risk assessment (conducted by
Forests Corporation) is made public5. The actual number
of forests re-declared will reflect the risk assessment’s
findings. Regulatory control will be exercised by the
Department of Trade and Investment, while the hunters’
interests will be vested in a new Game and Pest
Management Advisory Board. It remains unclear who
will ensure compliance with regulations.

The Planning Bill - what a farce!
Over the past 2½ years, the Government’s once-in-ageneration planning reforms have been the subject of
‘consultation’ with community groups and particularly with
the Better Planning Network (BPN). Despite endless
meetings in which concerns were ‘heard’, those concerns
were not taken on board. It became increasingly clear
that the Planning Bill comprised exceedingly poor
developer-friendly legislation in which environmental
considerations and community participation were
disastrously compromised. Proposed amendments to
the Mining SEPP made a resource’s size and economic
importance principal considerations in the assessment
process. Ecologically Sustainable Development was
consigned to history!
The Bill was passed on the numbers in the Lower House
but then stalled in the Upper House as numerous
amendments were negotiated. Finally, on 27 November,
the Upper House passed the heavily amended Bill. The
BPN (representing over 430 community groups)
acknowledged the importance of the negotiated
improvements, but still condemned the outcome because
it enshrined corruption risks, enabled the Minister to
make determinations without adequate scrutiny, and
curtailed rights of appeal. The BPN noted that, despite
the amendments, the legislation was unfit for the 21st
Century.
Following protocol, the amended Bill was returned to the
Lower House for concurrence. Minister Hazzard then
withdrew the Bill for further ‘community consultation’ until
February/March 2014. He delivered an impassioned
(hysterical?) speech in which he blamed ‘an unholy
alliance’ of Labor, the Greens and the Shooters and
Fishers Party for ‘bastardizing’ his Bill6. The Government
is now faced with scrapping the Bill and starting again or
accepting it as amended.
The screams from the ‘developers’ and the many
business groups which stood to benefit from the
trampling of community rights and untrammelled
environmental desecration are testimony to the ‘unholy’
nature of the Bill. (continued on page 5)
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All quiet on the ‘eastern front’ - I think not!
(continued from page 4)
When political spin creates unachievable
expectations on both sides of any argument the
penalty can be severe. Goodbye Minister! Who’s
next for the poisoned chalice?

Last but not least!
The Federal and NSW Governments have signed an
agreement whereby Federal responsibility under the
Environmental Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act is devolved to the State in the
interests of ‘efficiency’. The aim is to simplify and
thereby speed up the assessment process for mining
and CSG approvals. Yet envisaged changes to the
State’s Mining SEPP stipulate that economic
outcomes should be the principal assessment
consideration, whereas the Federal responsibility is
to place environmental outcomes ahead of a State’s
grab for cash. The major conflict of interest if the
‘Feds’ devolve responsibility to the State system is
tantamount to handing Dracula the keys to the blood
bank!

Conclusion
In the upcoming year, the Society will be operating in
an increasingly unfavourable Federal and State
framework. It will be seeking support from the large
majority of people who express concern for
environmental issues but have far greater concern
for their material values and their immediate
standard-of-living. Engaging such people in support
of the Society’s activities will take far more than the
monthly newsletter, infrequent meeting at the Hut,
the email announcements and the website, as these
are predominantly reaching the ‘converted’. Do I
have a solution? Not entirely, but the only ‘newish’
kid on the block involves campaign-dedicated
websites, the intensive use of social media, the
formation of strategic alliances, the directed use of
paid advertisements, and the assistance of paid
consultants. The Gardens of Stone Alliance and
the LEP campaign are grappling with such an
approach.
1

Created in February 2013 within the Department
Trade & Investment (DT&I) which also includes the
Department of Resources and Energy; clearly, DTI and
OCSG have a vested interest in expediting CSG
production.
2
E.g., see http://www.smh.com.au/business/
environment-protection-agency-sidelined-afterwarning-of-high-risks-at-agl-coal-seam-gas-project20131124-2y41e.html
3
http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/national-parks-open-toshooters-named-201310312wkjp.html#ixzz2mDs8LKty
4
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-10-17/legislationabolishes-nsw-game-council2c-formsreplacement/5028068
5
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/latest-news/
hunting-in-nsw-forests-a-step-closer/story-fn3dxiwe1226771508401
6
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/
planning-minister-brad-hazzard-slams-unholy-alliance
-of-labor-greens-and-shooters-after-pulling-bastardised
-bill/story-fni0cx12-1226770492578
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On 8th November BMCS members, with Keith Muir from The
Colong Foundation for Wilderness, visited the Ben Bullen
State Forest accompanying Mehreen Faruqi and her
Legislative Policy and Media Advisor Matt Hilton. Mehreen
replaced Cate Faehrmann in the NSW Legislative Council.
Unsurprisingly, she was stunned by the beauty of the places
visited, and has undertaken to actively promote further
reservation and protection of this area”.
Photo: Peter Green, Mehreen Faruqi, Brian Marshall, Matt
Hilton, Karen McLaughlin (and Keith Muir behind the camera)

Protect the Gardens of Stone
Following the good news that the Coalpac open cut coal
mine plan for Ben Bullen State Forest has been withdrawn,
the Society is now working to protect the Gardens of Stone
from all future open cut coal mine proposals. Unfortunately,
there are other mine plans in the pipeline. Enhance Place
(now owned by Energy Australia) is planning a 2 stage open
cut coal mine for approximately 500 hectares in a different
section of Ben Bullen State Forest.
Therefore the Society has joined with the Lithgow
Environment Group and the Colong Foundation to form the
Gardens of Stone Alliance. We will be gathering supporters
from other groups, organisations and local businesses in our
work to conserve the magnificent pagodas, lyrebirds, quolls
and woodlands.
We are calling on the State Government to reserve Ben
Bullen State Forest now. Implementing the Gardens of
Stone stage 2 proposal would create a magnificent reserve
for the future.
See the new website set up by the Gardens of Stone
Allaince. This will work in with out current site but is specific
to the Gardens of Stone.
Website - protectgardensofstone.com
Facebook - Protect Gardens of Stone
BLUE MOUNTAINS
CONSERVATION SOCIETY Inc
‘Like' us on Facebook:
Blue Mountains Conservation Society
Follow us on Twitter: bmcsnsw
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Fenner Conference on Environment
th

th

On the 10 and 11 October I attended the Fenner
Conference on Environment—Population, Resources
and Climate Change, held at the Academy of Science
Shine Dome in Canberra and jointly presented by the
Australian Academy of Science and Sustainable
Population Australia. Attendees known to members of
ConSoc would include Pepe Clarke from NCC, author
Sharyn Munro (Rich Land; Wasteland) and Dr Haydn
Washington from the UNSW. I managed to share a glass
of wine with the eminent Prof Paul Ehrlich from Stanford.
The list of speakers and attendees was indeed
stimulating and impressive.
I would like to publish much of the summary information
in editions of Hut News. It would also be informative for
our membership if I were to scan the conference program
and have it distributed electronically to the full ConSoc
membership. The list of speakers makes it clear the
interplay of population, resource scarcity and global
warming is understood by a wide range of eminent
scientists both here and overseas. Speakers were :
 Professor Paul Ehrlich – Bing Professor of Population
Studies and President of the Centre for Conservation
Biology at Stanford, California : Keynote speaker
 Dr Bob Birrell – Reader in Sociology at Monash
University; founding director of the Centre for
Population and Urban Research at Monash and joint
editor of the demographic journal People and Place.
 Dr Paul Collins – historian, broadcaster and writer.
 Professor Suzanne Cory, AC - President of the
Academy of Science; Vice-Chancellor’s Fellow at the
University of Melbourne; distinguished molecular
biologist
 Julian Cribb – author, journalist, editor and science
communicator
 Dr Richard Denniss – Executive Director of the
Australia Institute; extensive author
 Professor Chris Dickman – ARC Professorial Fellow;
prolific journalist
 Dr Rhondda Dickson – Chief Executive of the MurrayDarling Basin Authority
 Ian Dunlop – former international oil, gas and coal
executive; Director of Australia21, Chairman of Safe
Climate Australia, Member of the Club of Rome, Fellow
of the Centre for Policy Development
 Major General the Honourable Michael Jeffery AC past Governor General
 Dr Michael Lardelli – Senior Lecturer in genetics at the
University of Adelaide
 Professor David Lindenmayer – Professor of Ecology at
the Fenner School of Environment and Society at ANU
 Professor Gary Jones – Chief Executive of eWater;
Adjunct Professor with the University of Canberra,
Institute of Applied Ecology; Chairman of International
River Foundation
 Professor Tony McMichael AO – Emeritus Professor
(Population Health) at ANU
 Dr Simon Michaux – Ph D in mining engineering;
mining professional
 Sharyn Munro – author
 Mark O’Connor – author and poet
 Dr Jane O’Sullivan – research fellow in agricultural and
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food sciences, University of Queensland
 Professor Hugh Possingham – Professor of
Mathematics & Professor of Ecology, University of Qld;
Director of Aust. Research Council Centre for
Excellence of Environmental Decisions
 Dr Michael Raupach – CSIRO Marine and Atmospheric
Research; 2010-13 led Australian Academy of Science
project “Negotiating our Future: Living scenarios for
Australia to 2050”
 Professor Roger Short – Wexler Professorial Fellow at
the Royal Women’s Hospital.
 Kelvin Thomson – Federal Member for Wills
 Haydn Washington – Visiting Fellow at the Institute of
Environmental Studies, UNSW
At the conclusion of the conference, the following
declaration was issued :Recognising
 the inextricable links between population, resources
and climate change
 that human economic systems are dependent on
natural ecological systems
 that a sustainable future depends on widespread
ecological literacy
 that we are fast approaching the limits to resource
(particularly oil) availability and scale of use
 that we face the prospect of catastrophic climate
change that will affect society and the economy
irrevocably
 that the world must keep four-fifths of fossil fuels in the
ground, and
 that global population continues to grow by 80 million,
and Australia’s by 400,000 annually of which 60 per
cent comes from net overseas migration…
we therefore call on Australians and their
governments to
 develop policies to stabilise Australia’s population
 end the destruction of habitat
 develop plans to maintain domestic power, food
production and distribution systems, and water and
sanitation systems as fossil fuels peak and decline
 decarbonise our energy supply as a matter of urgency
and develop clean energy renewable systems
 stop coal exports and end subsidies for exploration of
oil, gas and coal
 incorporate the principle of ecological sustainability
into core curricula at all levels
 make contraceptives more freely available and
significantly increase the family planning component
within Australia’s foreign aid budget.

BUSHCARE GROUP
The Valley of the Waters Bushcare Group meets on the
second Saturday of each month, 9am till noon. Tools and
gloves are available. Bring a drink, a snack and a sunhat.
New members are always welcome.
Phone Karen 4757 1929.
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When massive bushfires
raced through parts of the
Blue Mountains in October,
wilderness areas on the
Newnes Plateau and in the
upper Wollangambe were
among the areas worst hit.
It was here that the fastest
moving, hottest, most
destructive parts of the
Lithgow fire burnt.
Roger Lembit has been
studying the Newnes Plateau
for more than three decades.
His photos, taken over
several visits to the area,
show the impact of the fire
and the small signs of
recovery.
You can read more and see
the photos at http://
fatcanyoners.org/2013/11/20/
bushfire-newnes-plateau/

Typical scene in the Wollangambe wilderness (Roger Lembit)

This Blotched Blue Tongue Lizard survived the
fire. (photo Roger Lembit)
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This photo of a boiled Waratah was taken near Dargan
by Geoff Dernee.
Hut News, No. 310, December 2013/January 2014— Page 7.

National Day of Climate Action—17 November 2013
On 17th November, about 60,000 people attended
a Day of Climate Action rallies all across Australia.
The Blue Mountains community was conspicuous
by the large and passionate involvement shown.
While some folks attended the Sydney rally, at
home we had rallies at Lawson, Springwood,
Winmalee, Blackheath and Medlow Bath.
Events at Medlow Bath and the fire affected
community of Winmalee were booked out. Most
were under cover, whereas Lawson was largely in
the open. Nevertheless, despite the inclement
weather, with light showers turning to rain, a
contingent of about 150 folks turned up at Lawson,
with a great range of ages (this characterised all
the Mountains events). Sue Morrison gave a short
address.
It was impressive to note, at
Springwood, the large number of
attendees and the level of
organisation achieved at short notice
(due the Winmalee event putting up
the ‘House Full’ sign a few days prior
to the event). Attendance was about
180. After a brief introduction by
organiser, Matt Toulmin, the
attendees spent about ten minutes in
groups of 6 or so, with each person
talking about their story and their
attachment with this issue. Then,
after another talk from Matt, he invited
groups to send up any people with
strong credentials to speak to the
crowd. ConSoc member Peter Green
was sent up by his group, one of 5
speakers, and was well received.

LAWSON

SPRINGWOOD

About 200 people attended the rally in the Community Hall
at Blackheath. Speakers included Justice Murray Wilcox
and Greg Borchmann. Greg said recent fires were
“pointing to climate change happening as we speak”.
There was music with an environmental message from
“Totally Gourdeous” and some songs from Pat Drummond.
Blue Mountains people have spoken loudly and clearly that
they want meaningful action on climate change and they
want it now!

The National Day of Climate Action was organised by
activist groups including GetUp!, the Australian Youth
Climate Coalition and the Australian Conservation
Foundation.
The national director of GetUp!, Sam Mclean, says the
rallies proved Australians believe climate change is a
serious issue. “From remote country towns to the big
cities, Australians have come to their own conclusions
after our hottest year on record. And they want action,”
he said.

More on page 9.

BLACKHEATH
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National Day of Climate Action—17 November 2013
Climate change and firefighting: a voice from the front line
Jim Casey (Source: Sydney Morning Herald, 18/11/2013)
As a firefighter, I can tell you things are not the way they used to be.
The natural environment is changing. In 2009, we witnessed the
devastating Black Saturday fires in Victoria. In 2010, incredible and
unexpected flooding in Queensland. Rainfall is up in parts of the
country, down in others.
Temperatures are rising, wind patterns changing, storm and tempest
activity becoming unpredictable - and all of this leads to more
frequent and more extreme natural disasters.
The recent Blue Mountains fires are a case in point: there have
always been fires in that part of NSW, but in October?
It's time we lifted the debate above political point scoring on climate
change. Be it bushfire, flood or storm, you will find firefighters doing
what we do best. We're proud of our job. But it is a dangerous profession, and we want to make sure we can minimise the risks we
face.
The vast majority of scientists and a majority of the general
population agree the planet is getting warmer, as a direct result of
how we interact with the natural world.
It is the impact this has on the weather that is of particular concern
to firefighters, and other first responders. We are now seeing more
extreme weather events. We're seeing an unstable, unpredictable
climate.
In 2010, the NSW Department of the Environment released a paper
titled NSW Climate Impact Profile, which says between now and
2050 we can expect: "Higher temperatures and changes in rainfall
patterns will more likely than not lead to increased fire frequency.
Very high to extreme fire danger days are projected to increase and
the conditions conducive to large and intense fires (such as
prolonged drought, low humidity, number of days with high
temperature and high wind speeds) may increase."
Which is where we come in. Professional firefighters are among the
most heavily unionised industries in the country. There's a reason
for that. The nature of our job is dangerous. The personal protective
equipment we have, the breathing apparatus, safe and effective
minimum crew levels - all of these basic workplace safety matters
were won by firefighters demanding it from the employer.
But on the issue of climate change, our industrial muscle won't cut it.
This isn't a dispute over safe working conditions, a reasonable
wage, or dignity in the workplace. This is about the way our society
is organised. It is about how we all live, and it is about the conditions
under which firefighters work.

Membership Application
Form
(Use capitals please—even for email address)
Name(s) 1. …………………………………….
2. …………………………………….
3. …………………………………….
Address: ……………………………………...
……………………………………PC ………
Phone(s) ………………………………………..
Email …………………………………………
I/We agree to support the aims and
objectives of the Society as set out on reverse
side of this membership application:
Please sign if named above.
Signature(s) 1. ………………………………..
2 …………………………………
3 …………………………………
MEMBERSHIP FEES (please circle one item)
Single $30 Concession (Senior/Student)$20
Household $35 Household Concession $25
Corporate (negotiable)
Membership (circled above) $ ………
Donation (tax deductible)
$ ………
Bushwalkers: please add
$20 per walker per annum. $ ………
TOTAL AMOUNT
$.............
Note: All fees include GST at the relevant rate.
Send my copy of Hut News by
Please tick box
mail
internet only
Would you like to be involved in any of the
following activities or working groups? (Please
underline): Land use/development issues;
Environmental Education; Threatened species
issues; Web or database management; Plant
nursery assistance; Bushcare; Publicity/
photography; Water quality/sourcing studies;
Society administration.
ENQUIRIES: Phone (02 4757 1872
Email: membership@bluemountains.org.au

□

□

Please cut out and forward this form
with your cheque or money order to:
Blue Mountains Conservation Society Inc.
PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls NSW 2782
or pay online at www.bluemountains.org.au

We need action on climate change. Firefighters will
continue to go to work, as we have always done,
helping people in emergencies. But we're treating the
symptoms of the problem, not the disease itself. It will
require a mass movement, prepared to be bold and
imaginative, to do that.
Jim Casey from the Fire Brigade Employees Union
spoke at the National Day of Climate Action in Prince
Alfred Park.
JOIN Blue Mountains
Conservation Society,
or renew your membership online.
www.bluemountains.org.au
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BLUE MOUNTAINS
CONSERVATION SOCIETY
Blue Mountains Conservation Society is a
community organisation working to achieve
the preservation and regeneration of the
natural environment of the Greater Blue
Mountains.
The Society believes that World Heritage
status provides an opportunity for local
community members to become custodians of
the unique biodiversity and scenery of the
Blue Mountains.
The Mission of the Society is to help conserve
the natural environment of the Blue
Mountains.
The Aims and Objectives
of the Society are to:

 Disseminate and foster an understanding

Down the Wallaby Track: a backward glance, with John Low

will return in 2014
Journalistic integrity

Peter Green

Those of us who accept the underlying science associated with global
warming are constantly driven almost to despair by the tactics of
deniers of the science, and by the propensity of media to present a
‘balanced’ discussion in which the views of a few contrarians are
given equal weighting to the almost unanimous body of climate
scientists.
Now the LA Times has made a stand, recognising the unequivocal
pronouncements of the UNFCC about global warming and mankind’s
role. Earlier this month the editor of the LA Times recognised this
and decided that opinion pages should be governed by the same
standards of journalistic integrity applied to the reporting of news.
This month the paper announced that they will no longer publish
factually incorrect letters denying climate science.

 Protect the natural environment—flora,

This seems to have triggered a more local reaction; over the weekend
the Sydney Morning Herald followed the LA Times’ lead, stating that
they won’t publish climate-denying misinformation and no letter
claiming that ‘there’s no sign that humans have caused climate
change’ will be published.

 Actively oppose those human activities

Can this be a return to the role of newspapers, and media in general,
to report news?

of the ideals of Conservation.

 Promote the need for ecological
sustainability.

fauna, habitat, water, land and air.

which degrade or destroy the natural
environment.

 Repair the adverse effects of human
activities upon the environment.

 Encourage the love of the natural

NCC Motion
At the recent Nature Conservation Council of NSW annual conference, a late
motion was submitted by Sustainable Population Australia. The motion was
passed. It stated that:

environment by conducting a regular
program of bushwalks.

“The Nature Conservation Council of NSW urges the NSW Government
to curb the continuing growth of population of NSW overall, and Sydney
in particular. The protection of our natural heritage and biodiversity is
made far more difficult with an increasing population, as noted in the
NCC’s Ecologically Sustainable Population Policy (2011), which was
passed unanimously by member groups.”

 Increase the pool of expert knowledge

about the natural environment, through
meetings, excursions, research and other
activities.

 Provide information to the public on

matters of Conservation, especially
through the Conservation Hut at the
Valley of the Waters, Wentworth Falls.

 Maintain close and friendly relations with
like-minded groups.

Welcome to new members
Corinne Gaston, Concord
Douglas Brown, Katoomba
Michael Jones, Leura
Franklin MC Scarf, Katoomba
Helen Shields, Katoomba
Leonie Kluveson, Blaxland
Nicola Bludau and family, Katoomba
Sonja Godschalk, Winmalee
Dawn Wigg, Katoomba
Dennis Rayner, Katoomba
The Greater Blue Mountains
World Heritage Experience
www.worldheritage.org.au

Green fund in the black
Source: Phillip Coorey, Chief political correspondent, Financial
Review, 27 Nov 2013
Clean Energy Finance Corporation chairman Jillian Broadbent and
CEFC chief executive Oliver Yates told a Senate inquiry into the
abolition of the carbon tax that the CEFC, a $10 billion loan facility,
was exceeding all expectations. It was “delivering substantial
abatement while making a return to the taxpayer”. Its abolition would
cost taxpayers up to $200 million a year in lost revenue.
The CEFC was set up as part of Labor’s carbon tax. To be funded
with $10 billion in carbon tax revenue, its role is to provide loans for
clean energy technology aimed at increasing energy efficiency for
business and industry, reducing carbon emissions and developing
renewable energy.
Ms Broadbent and Mr Yates told the inquiry that so far, the CEFC had
lent $536 million which, in turn has been matched by more than $1.5
billion in private investment for a combined $2.2 billion invested in
projects.
These projects already account for an annual reduction in carbon
emissions of 3.9 million tonnes and the net benefit to taxpayers is
$2.40 a tonne. It was delivering abatement at a negative cost, Mr
Yates said and if the CEFC were allowed to continue it would
contribute significantly to the greenhouse gas reduction target. “That
is probably the lowest cost action you are going to get,” he said.
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Loose Feathers, with Carol Probets
"What's your favourite bird?" This is a question I'm often
asked, and it's a very difficult one to answer. They all
have their unique charms! Usually my favourite is the
one I've just seen; its beauty is fresh in my mind, its song
still echoing in my ears. But I do have a few special
picks, like the eye-catching Flame Robin or the dazzling,
enigmatic Regent Honeyeater, both sadly disappearing.
Or the cheeky Rockwarbler, the personality bird of the
Sydney sandstone and our only local endemic (species
limited in range to one area).
There's the Square-tailed Kite which always makes me
gasp from the sheer unexpectedness of its long-winged
proportions and buoyant flight. Not to mention the
brilliant little Orange Chats of the outback plains, the
Pied Butcherbird that can hold you spellbound with its
song, or the diminutive Owlet-nightjar with its big eyes
and cuteness factor.
And of course the Superb Lyrebird holds a lifetime of
fascination with the magnetic appeal of its display, its
extraordinary singing, its intriguing life history, and the
unique personalities of the individual birds that I've been
lucky enough to have regular contact with. Yes, the
lyrebird is definitely "my favourite".
However, ask the question a slightly different way: "If you
were a bird, which one would you like to be?" and there
is only one answer for me. It's a group of birds that
aren't well known by the general public but amongst
birders are always spoken of with great fondness. They
don't have bright colours or a glorious song, but in the air
they are gracefulness personified. They're the only small
birds which can soar for extended periods like a tiny bird
of prey, some of them covering huge distances across
Australia's interior. They're clothed in soft greys, black,
white and rich earthy chestnuts, with bluish bills, and the
underside of the wings a pale silvery colour. They are
the woodswallows.
Woodswallows are not related to true swallows (like the

White-browed Woodswallows. Photo taken by
Carol Probets in the Capertee Valley.
well-known Welcome Swallow) but are members of the
same family as Australian Magpies and currawongs.
They feed on insects and nectar. Although mostly birds
of the drier inland, they can be seen at times in the Blue
Mountains. For example, the Dusky Woodswallow can
be found in the Megalong Valley and sometimes on
Kings Tableland.
Another species, the beautiful White-browed
Woodswallow, arrives in our region in spring, travelling in
big flocks. In some years, literally thousands descend on
the Capertee and Wolgan Valleys and stay just long
enough to breed. At these times it seems that every
nook and cranny in every tree has a woodswallow nest.
And then, just as suddenly, they are gone!
No matter what the species, birds have the ability to
delight and intrigue and always bring us into the present
moment. What's your favourite bird? A happy question
to ponder over the holiday season!
Carol Probets
Email: origma@westnet.com.au

Twitter: @carolprobets

A snippet from “Green Mountains” by Bernard O’Reilly.
Family life in Kanimbla Valley (1902)
Two days before Christmas—yes, in the middle of summer, cold rain began to stream down and snow fell on the
mountains! On Christmas Eve the downfall continued and quite early in the morning a great roar from the granite
gorge beyond Marsden’s Rock, told that Cox’s River, in one of its bursts of fury was coming down with a solid wall of
water twenty feet deep; the Cox nearly always came down that way, and faster than a man could run.
We were cut off from the Blue Mountains and the shop in Blackheath where our slender Christmas order had been
placed. It was a grey, terrible day, a sodden earth and a sodden sky, and always the steady, cold rain, and always
Cox’s River roaring like the maddened monster that it was. …
Night came on, and the family faced a cheerless Christmas; there would be none of those little luxuries which helped
to make the Holy Day the happiest day of the year for bush people. Worse still, there were three little ones with
implicit faith in Santa Claus, and three expectant stockings hung at the foot of the bed. …
Molly, who had herself not long outgrown Santa Clause, could not bear the thought of those empty stockings. All
night long she worked by the light of a smoky oil lamp, painting rainbow colours on old, worn, rubber balls, fashioning
little toys and covering them with silver paper, making necklaces and bracelets with bright beads taken from milk-jug
covers, making toffee and parcelling it up in coloured paper. With the chill, wet dawn, three young people awakened
to find stockings fat with mysterious parcels, and not all the toys of a millionaire’s child could have made them happier
that Christmas morning.
A week later, when the flats dried up and the river subsided, someone “found” a mysterious parcel of toys which must
surely have been accidentally dropped from Santa’s chariot. They were nice toys and we liked them, but none
thought half as much of them as those which came on Christmas Day.
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BLUE MOUNTAINS CONSERVATION SOCIETY Inc: BUSHWALKING ACTIVITIES
Membership of the bushwalking group is open to Society members. The BMCS Bushwalking Guide which explains the
numbered grades can be found on the Society’s website www.bluemountains.org.au or can be posted on request. For more
information call Maurice Kerkham 4739 4942 email mauricekerkham@hotmail.com or write to PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls
2782. Late changes to the program will be published on the website.
SATURDAY WALKS: Usually a full day longer walk at a faster pace. Bring morning tea, lunch and adequate water. If you are
a new walker to Saturday walks, before attending contact the designated contact person or the Group Co-ordinator Jim Percy—
phone 4758 6009, email jp34@tpg.com.au Check www.bluemountains.org.au for updates.
Saturday Walks driver reimbursement: In an effort to ensure that car drivers are adequately compensated for the use of their
vehicles a driver reimbursement policy applies (Check www.bluemountains.org.au Saturday Walks page for details)
Dec 14 The Devils Hole Loop - Narrow Neck Road, Stuarts Road, Boonie Doon Track, Nellies Glen, Six Foot Track then up
the Devil's Hole 400M down and up Leader –Warren 4787 5403 0428 962 Check with leader for details 8Km-Gr 3-Map
Katoomba
Dec 21 Xmas Dinner at the Wentworth Falls Country Club popular buffet style cost $35 - book with Bob 4757 2694.
A deposit is required.
Dec 28 Summer Program Walk to be decided on the day. Suggestion is Federal Pass – Leura end – leader to be decided on
the day. Meet at Katoomba Station Carpark at 8.00 am
Jan 4
River Cave in the Wollemi National Park. Water to waist (and maybe deeper). Limit 12. Leader Emanuel
47571090, ring after 7pm. Ring or email leader for details. 3Km -Gr3-Map Rock Hill
Jan 11
Upper Mountains – Leader -Hugh 0423 309 854-W Falls Stockade Carpark -0555 for 0600 start--Gr2Jan 18
Birrabang Brook (will get wet). Limit 12. Leader Emanuel 47571090, ring after 7pm. Ring or email leader for
details.-4Km-Gr4 - Map Mt Wilson
Jan 25 LWE - Dalpura Gully a great adventure if the weather is warm - waste deep wade – (bring swimmers, thermal top,
wetshoes and/or change of clothing) – If the day is cool we will not wade and add Jinki Gully (gaiters & gloves)-Leader Jim
4758 6009-Meet Mt Vic Station CP- at 8:30am - 6Km Gr3 - Map Mt Wilson
Feb 1
Lawson Hazelbrook Falls – Leader Bob- Meet War Memorial Honour Ave Lawson - at 0800 -11Km - Gr2 - Map
Katoomba
Feb 8
Radiata Plateau and Pool - Leader Harold-Meet at Katoomba Station Carpark-at 0500--Gr2- Map Katoomba
The Saturday Walkers Crossing of the Blue Mountains of NSW 2013 Day 6 and 7 will be rescheduled to the new year
MONDAY LEISURE WALKS: Short Day walks of 3-5 hours, suitable for walkers of an average fitness. Bring morning tea and
lunch and adequate water. The Group Co-ordinator is Keith Dorrian, 4736 1010, keithdor53@hotmail.com
Dec 9
Christmas Party. “The Postman’s Run on the Hawkesbury” Details to follow. Judith 4758 6310.
Dec 16 Hanging Rock. “Spectacular rock formation & Grose Valley views”. Meet Blackheath Neighbourhood Centre 9am.
Leader Robin 4739 3923. Grade 2.
Dec 23 Govett’s Leap to Evans Lookout & Return. “Majestic waterfalls & valley views”. Meet Blackheath Neighbourhood
Centre 9-30am. Car pool. Fare $2. Leader Tony 9625 3985. Grade 2.
Dec 30 No Walk
Jan 6
Leura Forest to Scenic Railway. Descend into valley and walk to railway or Furber Steps. Meet Katoomba Station car
park 8.25 am. Car shuffle. Leader Maurice 4739 4942 or 0402 402 283. Grade 3.
Jan 13
Asgard Swamp to Thor Headland and a mine. Bring a torch. Meet Mount Victoria Station 8.45 am. Car pool.
Leader Tracy 0434 362 611. Grade 2.
Jan 20
Terrace Falls, Hazelbrook. Start and finish on fire trail but, in between, rainforest walk with ferns, fungi and
coachwoods. Meet Hazelbrook Station car park (south side) 8.40 am. Leader Keith 4736 1010. Grade 2.
Jan 27
Wollongambe Canyon. Wilderness walk. Swimming. Meet Mount Victoria Station 8.45 am. Car pool, fare $7.
Leader Maurice 4739 4942 or 0402 402 783. Grade 2/3.
Feb 2
The Gully Walk, Catalina Park. Historic walk in Katoomba. Meet Katoomba Rail Station (top of stairs near coffee
shop) 9.30 am. Leader Judith 4758 6310. Grade 1.
Feb 10
Mount Hay. Meet Leura Station car park 8.25 am. Car pool, fare $7. Leader Eddie 4784 2691. Grade 2/3.
THURSDAY PLEASURE WALKS: Walks 2-3 hours conducted at a leisurely pace to suit walkers on the day. Bring morning
tea, adequate water and lunch if noted. Group Co-ordinator is Beverley Thompson, 4757 2076, roybev12@bigpond.net.au
Dec 12 Christmas Party at Lindsay's House. Lindsay 4751 6640
Jan 9
Two easy walks on King's Tableland Wentworth Falls. Fabulous view of Jameson Valley and Mount Solitary. Car
pool. Meet Wentworth Falls Stockyard Car Park 9.30am Leader Beverley 4757 2076. Grade 1
Jan 16
Deanii Reserve Springwood. Wander through a blue gum forest. Meet behind Springwood Civic Centre 9.00am
Leader Maurice 4739 4942. Grade 1
Jan 23
Porter's Pass Blackheath. Historic track built in1886 with amazing views of Kanimbla Valley, rock formations and
waterfalls. Car pool. Take lunch. Meet Blackheath Neighbourhood Centre 9.45am Leader Tracy 0434 362 611. Grade 2
Jan 30
Gully Walk Katoomba. Known as Garguree by Aborigines, the Gully forms the headwaters of Katoomba Falls
Creek. Maybe a swim after in Council Pool. Meet Katoomba Station Car Park 9.30am Leader Helen 4751 7704. Grade 1
Feb 6
Minnehaha Falls Katoomba. The waterhole is significant to women of the local Aboriginal Community. Minnehaha
means Laughing Water. 2.7k return, 90m descent and ascent. Car pool. Take lunch. Meet Katoomba Station Car Park 9.30am.
Leader Tracy 0434 362 611. Grade 2
Feb 13
Pope's Glen Blackheath. Walk from Govett's Leap. Car pool. Take lunch. Meet Blackheath Neighbourhood Centre
9.45am. Leader Barrie 4782 9235. Grade 2
Printed on Australian-made 100% Recycled Paper

Hut News, No. 310, December 2013/January 2014— Page 12.

