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Blue Mountains Conservation Society Inc.  

HUT NEWS  Issue No. 303 

May 2013 

ñNature Conservation Saves for Tomorrowò 

* Public launch of Blue Mountains 
Conservation Societyôs online óPlanning and 

Development Resource Kitô. 

* Hands off our LEPs:  Find out about the 
major reforms the NSW government is 
proposing for  our planning system and how 

it will impact on all of us. 

Come along and learn more about the Kit and this important 
area of the Societyôs work, and find out what you can do in 
this critical year for environmental protection and planning 
law reform in the Blue Mountains and NSW.  

Visitors are very welcome. 

Public launch of Planning and 

Development Resource Kit 

The Societyôs online óPlanning and Development 
Resource Kitô has been developed in response to 
the many enquiries the Society receives from its 
members and the public about environmental 
protection and development issues in their 
neighbourhoods or in the Blue Mountains more 
broadly.   

The Kit provides practical advice on what to do in a 
number of common situations that residents seek 
information and help on, such as pollution, land 
clearing or suspected illegal development.  It also 
advises residents on how they can find out more 
about a development that has started in their 
neighbourhood, for example, and gives detailed 
step-by-step instructions on how to make a 
submission to a development application.  

The Kit guides people through the often 
impenetrable world of planning and environment 
law at local, State and Commonwealth government 
levels in a user-friendly way. Most importantly, it 
provides the information that residents need to take 
effective action to protect our environment. 

At our general meeting on Thursday 30 May, 
Carolyn Williams, the project consultant, and Alan 
Page, the Societyôs website manager, will 
introduce and demonstrate the Kit.  Following the 
launch, the Kit will be available to the public 
through the Societyôs website. 

Hands off our LEPs 

Community understanding of and engagement with 
planning and development issues has never been 
more important.  

GENERAL MEETING  

7.30, Thursday 30 May, 2013, at the  
Conservation Hut, Wentworth Falls  

At our general meeting, Angela Langdon, convenor of the 
Societyôs Landuse Subcommittee, will also give an update on 
the ñHands off our LEPsò campaign and the implications for the 
Blue Mountains of the governmentôs just released White Paper 
on the new planning system for NSW.   

If introduced, the proposed new planning system will mean that 
the only opportunity for residents to have a say about planning 
for development and environmental protection in their area will 
be at the Local Environmental Plan-making stage. This is why it 
is so important to get our new LEP right.  

Members who are concerned about development and the future 
of the Blue Mountains environment are encouraged to support 
the Societyôs ñHands off our LEPsò campaign and make a 
submission when the draft new LEP goes on public exhibition 
later in the year.  

 
 
 
 
 
Blue Mountains 
residents rally  
to protect the 
Gardens of 
Stone  
(see page 4) 



Printed on Australian-made 100% Recycled Paper                        Hut News, No. 303, May 2013ð Page 2. 

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT 

 ISSUE OF HUT NEWS IS  

25 MAY, 2013 
hutnews@bluemountains.org.au   

47877246 
 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP ENQUIRIES 
Lachlan Garland 0415 317 078     

membership@bluemountains.org.au  

PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls 2782 

 

ñHut Newsò, the newsletter of  
Blue Mountains Conservation Society Inc.  
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Phone 4757 1872  

Email:  bmcs@bluemountains.org.au 
Web page:  www.bluemountains.org.au 
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Nursery News 

Itôs Planting Time!  Autumn is generally acknowledged as the best time to 
plant-out seedlings, giving the plant time to establish a good root system 
before Winter and when Spring arrives, growth can begin swiftly.  Most 
gardeners realise this and our sales in this period have been exceptional 
with $440 taken on Easter Saturday morning alone and $531.50 at the 
Blackheath Markets on Sunday 7

th
 April.  We have good stocks at the 

moment in tubes ($2.50 each) and as advanced plants (from $4) in larger 
pots and are offering all tube-stock Wattles and Kennedia rubicunda for just 
$1.  What a bargain!.  

Also, note that we will be closing our nursery for sales and not attending 
markets during June and July but then re-opening in August.  So come and 
get your plants now! 

Dianellas: We featured Dianella tasmanica in the February 2013 Hut News 
where I admitted to being puzzled by the relevance of the Roman Goddess 
of Hunting, Diana, to the genus but that was showing my ignorance of the 
fact that this mythical lady was also known as "the Queen of the Woods" , 
which is very relevant to these lovely plants.  We sold our entire stock of 
Dianella tasmanica within weeks of that issue appearing. 

In the first edition (1989) of Fairley and Mooreôs classic book Native Plants 
of the Sydney District, there are just three species of Dianella listed but the 
revised third edition (2010) lists six with the mention that the genus is under 
revision and that recently discovered populations will probably result in more 
new species being described.  

In that February article we also mentioned Dianella caerulea and we now 
can add another species to our list, D. revoluta (leaf margins rolled back) 
commonly known as the "Spreading Flax Lily".  And it certainly does!  It is a 
widespread species extending from coastal dunes to sub-alpine regions and 
occurs in all Australian states.  It is hardy and tolerates poor soils and harsh 
conditions while still managing to look attractive and is ideal for filling in an 
area under taller plants.  Like the other species above, it has blue flowers 
but with brown to black anthers unlike the yellow anthers of the other two.  
Dark-blue, shiny berries, much loved by birds, follow the flowers.  

We have nice, advanced specimens in 125mm pots for just $4, grown from 
seed but once you have a colony developing it can be easily divided and 
some transferred elsewhere.  But if our experience with the D. tasmanica is 
relevant, hurry before these ones go quickly. 

Kevin Bell, Nursery Manager, 4787 6436, kevinbell@eftel.net.au 

 

Photo:  Dianella revoluta 

(http://www.anbg.gov.au) 

Threatened Species 

Officer 

Nakia Belmer is the Societyôs 
new Threatened Species 
Officer.  Nakiaôs  contact 
details are in the box on this 
page.   

BUT, there is still a vacancy 
on the Management 

Committee é  

PUBLICITY OFFICER 

If you are interested in finding 
out more about this position, 
please contact a member of 
the Management Committee 
(contact details on this page). 

mailto:president@bluemountains.org.au
mailto:bayern11@tpg.com.au
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NO HUNTING IN OUR 

NATIONAL PARKS 

Thousands at rally 

Around 3000 people attended the 
rally on Thursday 18 April to protest 
against the OôFarrell Governmentôs 
plans to allow amateur hunters into 
our national parks.  It was a family 
affair on a lovely Sydney autumn 
day, young children carrying 
placards and wearing animal 
costumes, people from all over 
including Blue Mountains.  We 
gathered near the Archibald 
Fountain in Hyde Park and marched 
down Macquarie Street to 
Parliament House.  Speakers 
included Bob Debus and former 
Greens leader Bob Brown.   

Promoting a gun culture 

Former NSW environment minister 
and Member for Blue Mountains 
Bob Debus told the crowd (this 
proposal) is ña deliberate attack on 
the very idea of national parksò.   

ñItôs part of a culture war on nature 
conservation by very conservative 
members of the coalition govern-
ment in New South Wales and the 
Shooters Party,ò Mr Debus said.   

He spoke about the values of 
National Parks.  ñThey were not 
established for logging or grazing.  
And until now no environment 
minister, Labor or Liberal, ever held 
the view that they could be used as 
a shooting range.ò  

Mr Debus said that effective feral 
animal control sometimes does 
require ñsystematic professional 
shooting in carefully controlled 
circumstances,ò but ñthe demand for 
environmentally useless unsuper-
vised amateur huntingðto the 
endangerment of all the other users 
of national parksðcomes straight 
out of the playbook of the gun lobby 
and the National Rifle Association in 
the United States.ò 

He referred to a bill, presently held 
up in the US Senate, promoted by 
the US Gun Lobby to undermine 
wilderness legislation and massively 
expand hunting in American national 
parks.   

ñOur cousins in the United States 
have terrible problems with their 
mad culture of guns but, in contrast, 
hardly anybody in New South Wales 
supports the promotion of a gun 
culture.  

ñJohn Howard has reminded us 
recently that the legislation he and 
Tim Fischer sponsored after the 
Port Arthur massacre in 1996 has 
successfully subdued the culture of 
guns in Australia.   

ñWhat on earth is the Coalition 
Government of New South Wales 
doing promoting it again?  What are 
they thinking?ò  

Now, whatôs this all about?  

Not far away, in a leafy part of the 
Royal Botanic Gardens, a Powerful 
Owl roosts for the day. This species 
is listed as óvulnerableô and will be 
further threatened by the presence 
of amateur hunters in our National 
Parks.   

Australiaôs gun laws 

ñstupidò, says Borsak 

Sean Nicholls (SMH 19/4/13) 
reports that in a video, posted on 
YouTube on March 14, Shooters 
Party MP Robert Borsak has 
described Australia's gun laws as 
''stupid'' and urged Americans to 
''fight and fight hard'' against gun 
control measures being considered 
in the wake of the Sandy Hook 
massacre in the US.  Mr Borsak 
urged Americans to ''fight as hard as 
you bloody well can. Don't allow [US 
President Barack Obama] and the 
rest of the reconstructionist 
socialists to get away with what  
they want to do''. 

He cited as an example the recent 
tightening of ammunition laws in 
NSW.  ''What it's all about, 
ultimately, is taking everything off 
you completely one day,'' Mr Borsak 
said. ''And the way you'll die on this 
issue is in a lot of little cuts. That's 
what they've been doing to us in 
Australia since 1996 and they're 
trying it today again.''   

(Read more:  http://www.smh.com.au/
nsw/dont-do-it-fight-hard-shooters-mp-
urges-us-to-oppose-firearms-control-
20130418-2i328.html) 

Borsak and his Shooters and 
Fishers Party colleague, Robert 
Brown, made a deal with Premier 
OôFarrell for recreational hunting in 
national parks in return for electricity 
privatisation support.   

Mr OôFarrell, should a man who 
holds such extreme views be 
allowed to dictate environmental 
policy in New South Wales? 

Photo:  Tony Verway 

Christine Davies 


