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‘Bundy on tap’
Banning bottled water in Bundanoon

Huw Kingston from the successful ‘Bundy on Tapmgaign will be the
speaker at our monthly meeting at the Conservadigtmon 30 April..

A meeting of about 20 businesses in Bundanooralljitagreed to the
initiative. This was followed by a community meetirin early July 2009,
where a packed town hall of 356 residents voteztwkielmingly to support
the initiative.

When bottled water alternatives were officially hahed, in late
September 2009, it is believed Bundanoon becaméa@iass First Bottled
Water Free Town. (And possibly the world's first.)

This small town community initiative has generategrecedented
national and international media coverage and waddwupport.

As part of the initiative, Bundanoon expanded drigkwater facilities in
the town. Indeed access to drinking water in Bmoda is now greater than
before ‘Bundy On Tap’ began.

Businesses have available for sale reusable dottleb and chilled
filtered tap water. Free filtered water stationd avater fountains or
‘bubblers’ provide for the general public, andlémal primary school
children.

Blue Mountains Conservation Society
Monthly Meeting
7,30 pm, Friday, 30 April, 2010
The Conservation Hut, far western end of
Fletcher Street, Wentworth Falls.

Visitors are very welcome

Blue Mountains ECO Homes Tour

The next Blue Mountains ECOHomes Tour will be $dy 17th
April 2010 .

These are an all-day bus tour, led by ECOdesigrhifect Nigel Bell,
that are fun and informative. They are a ‘must dee’those thinking of

From the
President

| was extremely pleased to be elected
President for a third term at the Annual
General Meeting held on March 26.
Although my full President's report is
contained in this edition off Hut News, |
would like to take this opportunity to thank
David Hall for his work as Publicity Officer.
David has stepped down from the
Management Committee and we will miss
his ideas and work. | would like to welcome
Peter Green who has taken on the Publicity
Officer role.

A highlight of the evening was an update
of the Blue Mountains Youth Environment
Summit by Laurie Sharman, a Year 11
student from Katoomba High School. Laurie
talked about a solar car made by students
from Orange High School and a workshop
on the Drink tap Water campaign.

We ended the evening by showing ‘Wind
Girl', a DVD made by students from Lithgow
High School. | was very impressed by this
excellent production about a girl living on a
wind farm in Hampton. This was a great end
to an enjoyable evening.

We are still searching for a Monthly
Meetings Convenor who could help
to organise these nights. Please contact me
in you are interested in finding out what this
involves 0419, 824 974 or
domtara@bigpond.com

Speak to you next month, Tara Cameron.

building or renovating within the Mountains andesifere. Participants learn

from those that have done it — be it straw, earthycled or conventional
materials, sustainable renovations, solar-cellssipa solar and/or funky.
home design! Mostly, these are not ‘grand desigat hchievable and
homely, contextual and sustainable, community-leesign.

Nigel seeks out what's interesting and differenplaining the
sustainability issues, regulations and performalkdieen we visit the homes
it's over to those who've done it — be it the owsebuilder, architect or
designer! Be inspired by the thought, the skill ahé lifestyle — those
who've made the transition from idea to reality. \Wsually visit five very
different homes (upper Mountains, lower Mountaimg}h an occasional
demonstration of construction techniques. Theylwags fascinating.

It's a low-cost community event, with all money s&dl going to
Katoomba High School P&C to assist with the sctoanvironmental
programmesnfo@ecohomestour.com.au The tours have been running f
10 years are very popular, with many people conbiagk for more. So
register your interest and book early to ensure ptace on the bus.

Book: http://www. ecohomestour.com.au
Enquiries: 4782 3384 (evenings)

STROBOS

The Strobos team have started off
the year with an excellent Feb-March
2010 issue.

You can find it at http://
www.bluemountains.org.au/
HutNews/Strobos-Feb-

March-2010.pdf
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HUT NEWS EDITORIALS

The deadline for the next issue of Hut News

is 20 April 2010

MEMBERSHIP ENQUIRIES
Lachlan Garland 4757 1929
membership@bluemountains.org.au
PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls 2782

BUSHCARE GROUP

Nursery News

Sales to cease at Blackheath:

Kevin Bell, Nursery Manager

Ever since the opening of the Blackheath nurseey 80 years ago, we have
conducted sales of plants on Tuesday morninggégrttettably, these will cease
at the end of April 2010, primarily because of saf®mncerns from movement of
heavy NPWS vehicles in the nearby compound. Whis exacerbated on'23
February when almost 100 people presented Counadhers for plants and this
created a chaotic and dangerous situation. Fallgwiscussions amongst the
volunteers, we agreed it would be in the best @stisrof the Society to cease
public sales on Tuesday mornings.

However, we are certainly not deserting our Uppeuhtains customers and
we will be at the Blackheath Neighbourhood Markbeginning in May, with a
good selection of local plants. More on this in kit@y Hut News Experience at
Lawson has shown that we earn more at the monthlgdi®é Markets there than
at the combined weekly sales at the Lawson nuisedywe expect to see the
same trend at Blackheath.

Saturday Opening at Lawson:

As a trial, we are opening our Lawson nursery aiif@iay mornings in April
to cater for those residents who are unable to aiumieag the week. So, whether
it is to redeem your Council vouchers or just tovse and select plants of your
choice, you will be most welcome.

Council Plant Vouchers:

As alluded to above, response to Council’'s Planichers offer (5 for
households, 50 for community groups) has been dwelming and since
becoming available on 22February, almost 2 200 (of the 3 000 issued) have
been redeemed up to the"March. | will be discussing further improvemerus t
this worthwhile scheme with Council officers on 8@ March.

Plants for the GWH Upgrade at Lawson/Bullaburra:

We have made deliveries to the ABI Group (the @mttrs for the highway
upgrade) of 3,700 plants for the Golf Course basith nearly 2 000 plants for
the Loftus Street Basin at Lawson. While these matybe obvious to you as you
drive down the highway, next time, glance lefttet hew road section on the
northern side and you will see 46 2metre high teegwplied by us. These are
also visible from the train. Another 7 000 smafiants will be added later.
More deliveries of plants for other areas are saleetifor May with the last
batch due in September. Production of this volef@ants is a tribute to the
diligence and skill of our dedicated band of nuyserlunteers whose number
now totals more than 20. What ateam!  Kevin Bell

Environmental Notes David Hall

The Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics latest
projection are that energy consumption in Australia will increase by 35%
by 2030.

Oil use is expected to remain at 36%.
Coal will decline from 37% to 23%.

Gas will increase from 22% to 33%.
Renewables will increase from 5% to 8%.

The University of Melbourne has developed software that allows
organisations to develop a strategy for reducing and offsetting their

Valley of the Waters Bushcare Groupcarbon liability. The Carbon Liability Optimiser(CarLO) also helps an
meets second Saturday of each month, 9a@hganisation account for its emissions when making investment decisions

till noon.

Bring a drink, a snack and a hat. New

members are always welcome. Phone Karen

on 4757 1929.

Tools and gloves are availableacross all areas of operation.

Source- The Australian.
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Climate change - the science is clear! Australia’s Climate Action Summit
Craig Linn 13-15 March 2010  sue Morrison

This year has seen climate change sceptics argpthe
doctors of the fossil fuel industiyhurnout a stream of ho
half-truths and disinformation that is just occasily
peppered with an actual fact so as to lend sonuilzsligy
to their nonsense.

| attended the recent 3 day summit in Canberra retutned
me exhausted but inspired by the enthusiasm etetrdination
of a diverse range of individuals active on climateange and
sustainability issues.

The summit was attended by more than 300 indivildiadm
community-based climate action groups in every eStaind
At times like this it is essential to remember thze Territory. These groups make up the newly formedn@ainity
overwhelming majority of the best climate scieitist the Climate Network, which aims to facilitate commuriioa between

Do not be misled.

world are telling us that: groups and assist with co-ordination and resourafigclimate
climate change is real; action campaigns.
it is proceeding far faster than anyone had presjou A number of possible campaign streams were disdusse
thought possible; and including ‘No New Coal’, ‘100% Renewables’ (watchtdor the

campaign launch on 2 May this year), ‘Climate Emeay’, ‘Vote

it is, with next to no doubt at all, caused by humaCIimate’ and “Trade Unions & Green Jobs’

activities — primarily the burning of fossil fuelsith
coal being the main culprit. Strategies discussed at the summit will form theidéor local

In early March, Dr James Hansen of the NASACtions across Australia throughout the coming.year

Goddard Institute for Space Studies spoke in Sydbey The summit also included a number of ‘Issues antiti¢zd
Hansen is acknowledged as one of the world's pieesth workshops covering topics such as emissions tragigcarbon
climate scientists. His message was clear: climhtsge taxes, nuclear power, recent attacks on the IPCE cimate
is real and we must act now! scientists, understanding international climate otiegons and

If you seriously want to understand more aboutatan Climate justice issues.
change and what can be done about it have a logk at  Skills-based workshops were also held, including battended
Hansen's web site at Columbia University: on using lobbying, political and investigative todh climate action
http://www.columbia.edu/~jeh1/ campaigns. BMCS is already well-practised in usigny of

I
In mid March the Australian Bureau of Meteorolog)t/hese toolst

and CSIRO came out boldly and presented two clear One of the most interesting talks was presenteBédyond Zero
messages to the nation: “Climate change is real”™#ris Emissions which has recently released its Zero @aRian for the
very likely that human activities have caused nuisthe stationary energy sector. This is the first oédes of reports which
global warming observed since 1950”. To read tfmint Will outline detailed strategies for de-carbonisingustralia’s
statement see: economy by 2020. An executive summary of the ptan be
downloaded athttp://www.beyondzeroemissions.org/zero-carbon-
australia-2020

http://www.csiro.au/resources/State-of-the-Clintatial

The overwhelming message of the summit was thargsmey

Welcome to new members action is required to ensure a safe climate futude need to
_ remain focussed and work together to ensure Gowemtsraround

Rachel Henry, Surry Hills the globe get serious about taking action on cknuitange. Every

Barry Margetson, Lawson individual has a role to play, whether it's talking family and

John Waterstreet, Blackheath
Jayne Eldred, Katoomba

Gary Boyce, Werrington County
Peter Wilson, Blacktown

friends about why you believe action on climaterg®is necessary
and what they can do, through to visiting your lob#Ps and
getting involved in community actions.

Patricia McCullough, Leura Further reports from the summit will gradually bested on the
Frederick and Helen Johnston, Blackheath website:http://www.climatesummit.org.awhich will now become
Sylvia Laurent, Balmain the website of the Community Climate Network. d¢iuywould like
Allan Rutherford, Lithgow more information please feel free to contact me.

Roslyn Reibelt, Lawson

Sue Morrison wollemisue@yahoo.com.ar phone 4757 3918.

— e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e - = - ==

"'The next Capertee Valley tree planting weekendlil be held on15-16 May. Come along and be part of
this fantastic project to replace habitat for thdangered Regent Honeyeater on previously clearetl ISome volunteers are
| also needed on Friday 14th for laying out the glant |

Since 1994, over 75,000 trees and shrubs havepbaeted in the valley as part of this project, withunteers planting |
two weekends each year. This time we will be ptan8000 trees and shrubs to extend and enricheenadiwoodland at the
I foot of Mt Gundangaroo near Glen Davis. There hleentexcellent rainfall in the Valley over the summvlich has provided a
I welcome boost for the seedlings planted last Augndtwhich should make for ideal conditions foetptanting in May.

| For registration or more information please conRigte at Birds Australia on email: basna@birdsalist com.au or |
I phone 02 9647 1033. After you register, you witlewe detailed directions to the site and accomnimdavill be allocated in |
various cottages throughout the valley or if yoefer, camping is available. The Saturday night éirat Glen Alice is always Ei

| great social event.
@_—_—_—_—_—_—_W
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SAVING THE RIVER RED GUMS

NSW Government Backs Down on Red Gums

On 2 March 2010, FRANK SARTOR announced NS

Government’'s River Red Gum decision. This represen
major backdown on its promise of creating a newldéwiih
National Park. In the announcement Frank Sartdrtbat:

“After visiting the Riverina region in January 1
could see why the river red gum forests are of
national and international significance”.

Despite this acknowledgement of their importancedf bf
the Internationally significant Millewa wetland wite opened
up to five years of intensive logging.

This is a bad decision as it destroys the centcepod the
Red Gum decision - the iconic Millewa forest - regnended
by the independent NRC and approved as a naticarél py
former Premier, Nathan Rees, in December 2009.

Environment groups have condemned the decisiodergé
Environment Minister, Peter Garrett, must oppose tiove
and groups will be seeking to overturn the Millelegging
plan when legislation implementing the decision esninto
NSW Parliament in April 2010.

What you can do

Write to or make an appointment to see your locaPA

member.
Write to your local and national newspapers.
Ask Federal Environment Minister Peter Garrettriteivene

A message sent by email to 340,000 GetUp members
from Former NSW Premier Bob Carr.

“From the air they are bands of green that emerge fram the Gi
Dividing Range and run along the banks of our majorhgyers as t
shake west. On ground they are stately silhouettegrmsughty
akimbo, hefty trunks streaked red on white: stainesoueg,
some hundreds of years old but with the look ofTéerritgr
red gums are the guardians of inland Australia.

Enter these forests. Set off a mob of kangaroos. Then hear
silence settle. Look around and be filled with the weindeinof b
ancient Australia.

Log these?.0g them for another 5 years until the old ones are &
gone and we are left only with straggly regrowth? LantB8m wh
per cent of the landscape along the Murray has already be
cleared? When on some stretches 75 per cent of thaltessdyare
dead or dying or stressed because of drought and clige&te cha
Log them for firewood and railway sleepers and fence posts?

Many parts of our country are in flood, but the Murray-
Darling, food bowl of our nation, is still cracked andTdey
River Red Gums that stand guard on its banks areuturgft to f
generations. They are of national significance, satw atl fafl us
to protect them.

The NSW Government has announced national pairkg protec
some of the red gums, but reports soggest8,000 hectares of
the most important trees will be logged for another 5 years -
other areas indefiniteliintend to seek clarification of this, but you

by declaring the River Red Gums ‘a matter of natlonmay wish let Federal Environment Minister Peter Garrett know

environmental significance’.

What to Say
Let your local MP and the newspapers know:

you think the future of these mighty trees is very, verytanpor

The most reliable estimate ishtbed are only 136 jobs in red
gum loggingn public lands across NBiwber jobs are 0.2 per
cent of employment in the region. All can be accommodated in

You are not happy with Premier Keneally's Red Gume national parks.

decision and the backflip on Millewa National Paik.is not
a balanced outcome.

The decision should be amended on the way throbgh
Upper House to immediately protect the entire Mitkeforest
(42,000 ha).

This would better protect environmental values aneet
Yorta Yorta Traditional Owner aspirations.

Any ‘transition’ process in Millewa that allows Iging as
part of a so-called phase-out will deliver
environmental goods and will not resolve the canfli

This is a critical test. Is the NSW Governmentatadp of
producing one strong conservation outcome to centihthe
appalling decisions of the last term?

Ask your local member to make urgent representationthe
Premier and the NSW Minister for Environment onidseie.

For more information see http://www.npansw.org.au

FORMER NSW premier Bob Carr has launched a national
protest against the NSW Labor government's proposala
allow continued logging of the giant river red gums in

How can | be so certain? First, be¢mtisea has just done
it. As of June 30 last year, logging stopped forever in &rgH0 hect
bf red gum wetlands. The outcome is jobs positive because the
30 new park ranger jobs in four new parks, 10 jobs in fore
management and 24 jobs in the tourism sector.

Second, because NSW offers loads of experience in wor
significant nature conservation made possible tlustgh in
restructuring without job lod&eshave had 30 years of these

damageatrguments. Each has ended with decisive conservationegctori

and the outcomes have been endorsed at state electjons. In
experience - and | was environment minister in the \Mrzangover
between 1984 and 1988 - the case made by conservatsobysts star
looking over-reaching. But it always ends up beiegl vindicat

My Government led Australia on nature conservationdl am pr
of creating some 300 new national parks. We saveld HesiSout
forests, the North coast icons and the Pilliga. Thélsgewereus
conservation outcomes, and no unemployment resaltedo\itVe c
with the river red gums@mvternment need to be reminded that
nature conservation has public support

In their bones country and city people alike knowthéhat as
continent's population climbs (to more than 40 midliceriiyry

southwest NSW. An email was sent to more than 340@0 according to the latest estimates) we will count peggibastare

members of the activist group GetUp
(http://www.getup.org.au/), urging them to write to NSW
Premier Kristina Keneally “to let (her) know you think th e
future of these might trees is very, very important”.

of national park this generation has declared.
Sincerely, Bob Carr.”
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SAVING THE RIVER RED GUMS

MURRUNDI RUWE PANGARI Australia’s River Red Gums a flood and germinate to take root and
RINGBALIN (RIVER COUNTRY SPIRITrhe river red guriEucalyptus grow before the next flood submerges
CEREMONY) camaldulensiss the most widely

. istributed eucalyptus species in The association of the River Red
Saturday 3rd Aprll Saturday 1Otrﬂustra"a' growing a|0ng watercourses Gum with water makes the tree a natural

Aprilalong the Murray/Darling systey, o ,ghout the country. It lines the  habitat choice, indeed sometimes the
see below. Dancing the spirit into rivefiurray River for most of its length. only choice in drier areas, for other
and country: the Aboriginal peoples of ., species. The trees provide a breeding
the Darling and Murray Rivers are i 1c.iees are usually 20-35 m high papicat for fish during the flooding

ring y with some over 45m, with a diameter Ofseason which also benefits aquatic bird
gathering for Murrundi Ruwe Pangari—-3 m. Canopy is dark green and the '

Ringbalin forest floor is usually devoid of life that depend on fish as a food source
ndergrowth. The trunk is vari-coloured during their own breeding season. The

These ceremonies will dance baciich nludes patches of ade grey s1ode, A When River ed Gurs fal
the spirit of the river and country andifdabove an area of brown-black. The ecosystems, and vitgl habitgt and
to help restore environmental and  branches are often twisted and the root breeding sites for native fish like River
cultural flows, reconnect people alongystem is often partly exposed. Blackfish.
the river, and contribute towards River Red Gums can reach over 700 Aboriginal people used the tree for
reconciliation between indigenous anears old. Hollows start to form at - - -

e ) 4120 — 180 f i its medicinal properties. A handful of

non-indigenous Australians. All nonﬁml.lt”tf - }igﬁrs orage, crealingy o ng leaves, crushed and then boiled in
indigenous people are welcome to ¢ at for many wiidile Species, water, was used as a linament that was

; ding a range of breeding and : L :
along and show their support. INcluo . rubbed in for chest or joint pain,
roosting animals such as bats, carpet particularly for general aches and flu

Murrundi is the Ngarrindjeri namerghons, art])d numeroua bird szcieS- __symptoms. Young leaves were also
the entire Murray-Darling Basin and aifgfuperb Parrot, a threatened Speciesigateq in a pit over hot coals, and the

its waterways and wetlands. Many oligm@ong the birds which nest in the vapours were inhaled, which helped with
Aboriginal nations along the Darlin |\éer Red Gum. The dense foliage of the,s yreament of general sickness
g g 9 88€ aiso provides shade and shelter from '

Murray will be participating in the  the sun in drier areas. Sources: http://www.murrayriver.com.au
Ringbalin. Each night there will be It is the association with the water  iP://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
ceremonies of dance for the spirit of fi\@imakes the tree interesting. It needs Eucalyptus_camaldulensis
and country. periods of partial flooding where its Further reading: http:/Aw.reec.nsw.
trunk may be inundated for months. ~ €du.au/geo/scirrg/scrrg0.htm
Seeds are washed to high ground during

SYDNEY ROCK PROPOSAL chris Whiteman

have served as a marker for turning
north along the ridge. Also, the large
kangaroo engraving on the North
Lawson Ridge in Kangaroo St, points
to the Sydney Rock area.

. The proposal arose from Dr

Stockton’s concerns about the
® widening of the Great Western
| Highway, which will involve rerouting
- the railway from south to north of
Sydney Rock.

Dr Stockton is urging that the old railway cuttirag, least
the part immediately south of the Rock (part of dreginal

The article in March H %,
News regarding a proposel
“Blue Mountain Reserve &
Sydney Rock" has brough
support from many peoplg
including our local
state member, Mr Phit
Koperberg. :

It has also brought ba
memories. ;

In the early 1900's Sydned=sSssss
Rock was regularly listed as a tourist feature Wwhic
commanded a fine view of Sydney and of the intengn
bushland. Older members can remember Sydney Roaok fro™ . . X
the 1930's and 40's when it was a popular chnm).lsuhen engineering completed in 1866), be left open awd 8ydney

Rock and the adjacent railway property be reseraeda

the Sydney Harbour Bridge was opened, Sydney Roa& X . . . "
covered with people hoping to see the fireworksriy the V¥1er|tag_e item on account of its considerable hisabr
geological and botanical interest.

War, Lawson residents watched searchlights wavingsa the
Sydney horizon and the fireworks at War's end. With continued BMCS and community support for an

Archeologist Dr Eugene Stockton has noted that thrEgucational reserve in this area it is to be hopleat
Aboriginal sites have been recorded in the neightmad, appropriate government assistance will be forthegmi
including rock shelters, axe grinding grooves armtkr ~ You can add your support by contacting Phil Kopegbe
engravings. Sydney Rock could well have been aeptéth a MP, Member for the Blue Mountains.

story in Aboriginal culture. The North Lawson Riggeow 107-109 Macquarie Road,
traversed by Queens Road, shows signs of cultigmaifisance SPRINGWOOD NSW 2777
for Aboriginal people. For Gundungurra people titiveg Phone (02) 4751 3298
there, along the the main ridge, "Sydney Rock" dowkll Fax (02) 4751 1245

Email bluemountains@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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New power stations not needed - university report Observing Nature
Craig Linn Christine Davie
. . . . This “leaf e
A new university report has concluded that we cddress NSW's electricity ., ih” spent a da i =
needs without building new large scale power statiand in the process IowerOn m screen
both costs and emissions. door ySo ke a

Back in 2007, the NSW Government commissioned the©Inquiry which dry gum leaf in
concluded that there could be a potential shortfabaseload power in NSW fromshape, markings
2013/14 onwards. On this basis the NSW Governmasiplarsued its plans for newand colour, it has &
power stations. However, more recent data and sisalyy the Institute for the perfect
Sustainable Futures at the University of Technol8ygney (UTS) demonstratecamouflage.

that reconsideration is warranted.
| have always

The UTS researchers, Jay Rutovitz and Chris Dungteesented their reporthad a fascination &
“Meeting NSW Electrici:% Needs in a Carbon ConsgdinWorld at a fqr insects,
Parliamentary Seminar ort"March 2010. This seminar was sponsored by Joblifigers and other creatures, and a
Kaye of the Greens, Mike Baird of the Liberal Padpd our own local memberaiive garden is where you c:an see a
Phil Koperberg from the Labor Party. Our thanksliathree for being prepared togreat diversity of them.

promote sensible ideas. )
Some people have a fear of spiders.

combined with the new national Renewable Energydiato show that there will Spiders are part of the wonder of the
¢ = Natural World. They are diverse and
be no power shortfall until 2017 and that it witllp be a modest shortfall (3,800-nterestin Instead of learning to fear
GWh) by 2020. However, very significantly, the refpthen goes on to say thal!S iders gﬁildren can be encougra ed to
“even the revised energy shortfall disappears if enat@ energy ef“ficiencylpk | : d eni but not t ghl
measures are put in place. Rather than an energytfsitl, there is the possibility 00K, learn and enjoy - but not touch:
of a surplus of electricity generation potential wfore than 12,000 GWh by The Australian Museum in Sydney
2019/20. has an exhibition which might

The report argues for greater use of a “distribeeergy” approach, with small€ncourage this.
scale but highly efficient cogeneration plants tedanear where energy is used, “The World of Spiders”
improvements to end use energy efficiency in attaes, and improved peak Ioad] dailv duri he April school
management (also know as demand side response)bdttom line of the report is S on daily u uring the April schoo
that NSW can more than meet its power needs by Igitgking a number of holidays. — “Explore the fascinating
sensible steps that cost less than building magsive power stations, and alsgverld of Australia’s spiders. Collect the

result in lower greenhouse gas emissions. spider show bag full of fun activities
i _ and fascinating spider facts. See live
The above is a highly condensed summary, anyoneecoed about the NSWspiders, learn to identify friend from

Government's current plans for the power industigusd definitely read the report ; o
which is available at: http://igrid.net.au/node/19QLook in publications section Eﬁr??ﬁﬁg\,\éﬁgr ';;euasteﬁmsglndt?; biter”
near top of page on right) '

In summary, the UTS analysis uses new power usagg and projections

WVPNT AR GIE VYRS G Gitsn Gl

| adopted Minihaha Falls Track as itWe had to close areas as 245 is v
was not in any ranger’s area. A place alangerous to a pregnant woman. Fri(
great beauty, water flowing over blackhere on we just pulled up any n
rock, the slopes covered with scribblygrowth each year.
gums like ballet dancers against a blue
sky, classic hanging swamp with no soi{N0
and water supplying nutrients to the$3
plants.

A group of computer literate Leur

men put in a submission and got

0,000 grant to clear the creek. A te ‘

of two, one working to cut the stem a

We once found a nest of the tiny Emwther painting poison on cut (you have d be thick h

Wren and three or four Boronia specied0 seconds before the plant’s defenc%roun cover may be thick enough to
in season. act). Council supplied saws etc. | efeat the broom.

aé/vorked and volunteers like my 18 year Some readers may be familiar with

hold “Greenie” girl enjoyed it. Shows brother Graham’s poem about “Ogmo”

g/hat can be done. the scribbly gum moth and their delicate

Above the entry park, the creek w
silted up and completely choked wit
Broom, some with stems as thick as . . L
man’s arm. It was beyond our resources The stone steps down to the pool a(ialllgraphy is very visible here.
but every year, we kept the walk clear byhe falls was a family adventure but one Minihaha is a magic place - but then |
pulling every plant betrayed by theday a bit of cliff, steps and all, fell down.am known as a man who talks to trees
deeper green colour. We couldn’'t waifThe District Engineer West (D.E.W.)and hugs them!
for yellow flowers and seed setting. Wewas working on a light weight steel step PS
bought in a truck with pressure hosessystem and under his direction we built
initially for big patches using 245 whichstair with a landing in the middle.
was very effective and selective.

We had a report of water

?Iymphs in the pool but it was probably

nurses from the hospital!

I hope access to the falls is still there
We swallowed a lot of it with no although sadly the once deep pool is no

protective clothing. We also put backsilted up.

packs on and climbed down into gorges.

'Wilson Alcorn, former Head Ranger
W for Blue Mountains City Councill,

looking after Blue Mountains
Below the Falls, there is no track and walking tracks.
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Sublime Point, dawn
by Brendan Doyle

A rock pool’s still surface
now riffled by a breeze,
now tickled by rain drops

Majestic dawn opens her veil,
trailing long tresses of cloud
over the face of Mount Solitary

Katoomba disappears

There’s a plane somewhere above
but nothing matters
save being here on this timeless rock

breathing bellbird song and tumbling water
as rays caress clouds
that slumber in the valley

To be alive this sacred dawn
standing between moon and sun
as the world is born anew

JOYCE BRISTER
2/5/1916-24/2/2010

The Blue Mountains lost one of its mos
talented and personable women with the trag

Down the Wallaby Track — a backward glance
with John Low

FROM VIENNA TO SUBLIME POINT

On Sublime Point
Road, bounded b
West and Willoughby,
Streets, there is a si
hectare parcel s
native bush that waf
gazetted as
land in 1917 and ha
gloried ever since i
the name of Crow
Reserve No. 52069
Earlier this year |
walked across fro
my home in North
Leura to check it ou
and while the sk
opened and | got
soaking, | found
very peaceful placq
with plenty to delight i
the amateur naturalist.

My interest in this reserve was sparked by findingppy of a proposd|

made in 1999 by the Sublime Point Bushcare Groupmate the area give
a more meaningful name. They suggested the ‘Gram@yReserve’ andg
wrote to Council requesting support for an appi@ato the Geographicy
Names Board. There was, however, no mention ashéosticcess 0
Cotherwise of this proposal and it left me wonderihgeemed a good idg

death of Joyce Brister in a car accident atand | wanted to know what happened.

Hazelbrook in February.

Joyce was a founding volunteer at th
Blackheath nursery and continued her lifelon
interest in the nursery through regular visits ¢he

Margarete (Grete) Vanry was a Life Member of then€awvation

e Society. She was born in Vienna in 1908 and a#tavihg school became
D highly skilled milliner. While her social consciemfound an outlet in trad
union activity it put her in danger and after Hitteannexation of Austrig

and by encouraging her son, Keith, to als
become a nursery volunteer. She was a mem

Pin March 1938 she fled with few possessions viat&wiand to France
ith the help of a friend and former employer wradlhalso fled Austrig

ew
of the Centenary Reserve Bushcare Group a}\@hnd migrated to Australia, Grete arrived in Sydimepecember 1938. Sh

the Baccante Gardens at Blackheath. a
maintained her own predominately native garde

As a young woman, Joyce undertook studig
in geology at Sydney University at a time whe
there would have been few women in that fiel
and distinguished herself by graduating with 1

desumed her career as a milliner and also her tumilen activity. She
N.became involved in the peace movement, indulgedidwer of music,
Jiterature and film and when she had a house HtiliNarrabeen sh
| established an Australian native garden, beginairggep and passiona
y interest that lasted the rest of her life.

In the 1970s Grete and her husband Frank retirdgttiva, to a housq

Class Honours and the University Medal i they had earlier built on land near the reserv8ublime Point Road. He

Geology. She extended her studies at the sal
institution with a Masters degree and taugh
geology both in England and Australia
concluding with a course for the University of thg
3@ Age here which | was privileged to undertake

Joyce was an avid lover of nature and trav
and whenever | met her in Blackheath village
would always ask her where she was off to ne
and, invariably, she had some immediate nation
or international travel plans.

She was a wonderful, inspirational exampl
of somebody who maintained an active physic
and mental life right into her nineties. Let’s adl
the same!

Kevin Bell

Mgarden, blending with the surrounding bush, attcha variety of native
tbirds and animals. She joined the Conservationebpcbecame a reguls

attendant at the Hut, taught members the Bradlefhadeof weeding and
P propagated and raised native plants. Her custoralwéys picking up

rubbish and pulling out weeds in the bush becamenigary. At the timg
Lj0f her death in 1997 a friend recalled: “While atheested for lunch, Gret
| weeded!” If her millinery career lacked a deepeisézction, she found i
LN native plants and her passion for the envirortmen

al
group’s proposal had been successful. The resemains nameless an

L, subsequent inquiries have failed to elicit any arption. It seems a shame

;|that the memory of someone who cared greatly atheuBlue Mountaing
has not, for whatever reason, been allowed to geoai more meaningfu
naming for a place she loved.

John Low johnlow@iprimus.com.gu

On my rainy visit to the reserve | found no sigmttithe bushcarg

h

11%

D

=

D

d

(Photo of Grete Vandry provided courtesy of ShiBegwn.)
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Mount Piper — 209 billion black balloons every year ! By Craig Linn

In June 2009 Delta Electricity (fully owned by tN&SW State Piper project amounts to an approval for potentiaibre than
Government) lodged a concept plan to build a massew 209,000,000,000 (209 billion!) black balloons evgegar.

2000 MW fossil fuel power station immediately ndgt its

existing Mount Piper coal-fired power station neihgow. If Fact 4: New fossil fuel power stations seriously undermine
built, this so called Extensiofi would be almost one and aemission reductions. The building of new fossil fuel powered

half times the size of its older existing neighbour generating capacity at Mt Piper, Bayswater, and iorah
could increase NSW emissions by more than 24 millannes

In early March 2010 no one was surprised when tiVN of CO2-e annually which would result in an emissiamcrease
Planning Minister Tony Kelly announced that the ggonment of more than 15% for NSW. This is at a time wiies crystal
was giving approval to Deltg clear scientific message is that we
Electricity's concept plan. And, n must be reducing emissions.

|

one was surprised that the NS _ _
Government chose to make tf] : Blick balloors Fact 5: De_lta's .clalm of being
announcement on a day when t CCS ready is of little value

media was totally preoccupi Delta Electricity claims in its
with the Rudd Government's ne preliminary environmental assess-
health care plan. And, no one ment that the Mt Piper power
surprised that many politicians, t station will be designed to be
Premier included, continue to us “capture ready” for future carbon
weasel words such a “fuel neutra capture and storage (CCS)

for the new power station, whell Jre red badboon, ,a.%m. X technology. Even if CCS ever
they really mean coal or gas. does become a commercial reality

(perhaps in 10-20 vyears), the
greenhouse gases will pour out till
then. And further, current analysis
shows that the cost impost of CCS
is such that both wind and solar-
thermal technologies are more
than cost competitive against CCS
fitted plants, as well as being far
cleaner and simpler.

Some might say that a governme
that wants to sell the state's po
stations might just think that a pre
approved expansion plan cou
perhaps boost the sale price. B
lets not enter that debate, lets |
look at a few facts.

Fact 1: We don't need massive new power stations
Plans for new power stations in NSW (Mt Piper, Begter in  Fact 6: Clean renewable technologies will soon be cost
the upper Hunter, and the Munmorah redevelopmeat)e h competitive. Even in financial terms, if a need for new
been justified by the NSW Government on the ba$ishe generating capacity could be demonstrated it shbelduilt
2007 commissioned Owen report. The Government legpé kusing clean renewable technology. The costs foewable
saying that without new baseload power the lighils start technologies such as wind and solar-thermal aréindal
going out from 2013. However, new data and analysigeadily, while the costs of fossil fuel based texbgies are
demonstrate that this is nonsense and that we doeesal large rising relentlessly. If we add to this the fact ttleventually
new power stations (see separate detailed artiblehe the there will be a price put on carbon emissions tienstupidity
less, many in the Government who are aware ofrtbig data of fossil fuel for power generation becomes appartewen key
keep pushing the misleading line that we need muwe NSW government representatives acknowledge thairibon
baseload power — this is unconscionable behavior. price of $20-$25 per tonne will make clean rendeanergy
sources such as wind and solar-thermal cost cotiweetiith
Fact 2: If built now, Mt Piper would almost certainly be dirty coal fired power stations.
coal fired. Despite Government spin about “fuel neutral”
plans for Mt Piper, the facts argue otherwise. T¢wal Fact 7: The long term economic benefits for the Lithgow
infrastructure in the Mt Piper area is already vewgll area are small.
developed, while the gas option would require thiéding of a2 Delta's own documents state that after the cortgruphase,
costly new pipeline from Young to Mt Piper. Thednhed there will be at best only 50 new long term jobsoasated with
consensus is that the gas option is unlikely atRifter if a the new Mt Piper power station. This very smallréase in
power station gets the go ahead now. long term jobs is insignificant against the enorsiamgoing
. , . environmental costs associated with a fossil fuslgr station
Fact 3: A 2000 MW fossil fuel power station produces \& g its associated mining activities. In conte&008 report
quantities of pollutants. from the University of Newcastle notes that theceild be
Delta Electricity's environmental assessment doCWsne yore than 70,000 new jobs generated in NSW by 20g@

propose the use of either CCGT technology for gas)SC  g4yernment was to commit to a clean future baseérargy
technology for coal. Even with these improved tedbgies, if efficiency programs and renewable energy.

the development was to proceed and we assume Ofty @

full_ca_pacity operation on average f[hen direct gkmse 93S Fact 8: All that has been approved is a concept.

emissions would range from approximately 4.91 oniltonnes Finajly, it is vitally important to remember thao dar the
of CO2-e per year for a gas fired station, to 10mMion  goyernment has only approved what is called a “ephplan”.
tonnes of CO2-e per year for a coal fired statidrede are \yith strong community opposition it will stay thagy, just a

Delta Elegtricity‘s own figures). To put this inrppective, it is concept, that will eventually become no more thameamory
worth taking note of the NSW Government's own tiegfly 5 5 particularly stupid idea.

trumpeted “black balloon” carbon pollution redocti

campaign. On the basis of one black balloon coimgif0g of | maqe Source: Zack Goehner's webcomiovw. treatloaf.com
CO2, the NSW government's concept plan approvéheiMt
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Sartor and Koperberg on the Proposed Power Stations

As part of the Society's participation in the statde “No New
Coal” campaign, we seize the opportunity for poditi
engagement whenever and where ever possible. Gifthe
February representatives of the Conservation Soniet with
the Minister for the Environment and Climate Charigrank
Sartor, at Parliament House; and hMarch we met with our
local member Mr Phil Koperberg in his Springwoofla.

Our message to both politicians was fairly simghere is no
immediate need for new baseload power; improvedggne
efficiency and increasingly cost effective reneveadhergy
sources are a better way to go; and new large &rsdé fuel
power stations are a retrograde step in both fiahterms, due
to coming carbon taxes, and environmentally as they
undermine any hope of reducing emissions.

Both Minister Sartor and Mr Koperberg were geneniih
their time, and both were prepared to listen, wiscé good
thing in itself. There were, however, clear diffezes in their
responses; and it's worth letting the society raid&now their
positions on Mt Piper. Please note though thatishis
summary of our understanding of what they had yo &a th
Blue Mountains local member, we offered Mr Kopegbtire
opportunity to provide a few paragraphs for Hut Nduw state,
without third party interpretation, his position bt Piper.
Should he accept this will appear separately.

Though Minister Sartor
spoke at length we
believe it is fair to
summarise his position
briefly as follows. He was
not prepared to make any
solid commitment to
renewables as a genuine
alternative for Mt Piper.

In fact he argued that
despite the large scale use
of renewables in Europe,
Australia was different
and that renewables were
simply not price
competitive here. In this
context it was interesting
to note that one of his
senior staff present at the
meeting stated that with a $20- $25 carbon tax \eimergy
was indeed competitive. The bottom line: he waseat
prepared to advocate gas as being better thanaswhl,
acknowledged that the NSW electricity grid needéat af
work to make it useful for wide scale distributetbegy
sources. As a Minister in the current Labor govezntrhis
position was predictable, however as the state'sstéir for the
Environment and Climate Change, in particular,asw
disappointing.

NSW Environment and Climate
Change Minister Frank Sartor

Phil Koperberg's opinions on the matter were adgienl
more refreshing and indeed hopeful. The meeting tiin
covered a lot of ground, but during the coursenhefrneeting
he made a number of significant observations, whiahany
respects effectively sum up his position at thestim

He stated that in this day and age, building a ficad power
station (although the cheapest option) is not siquéarly
bright idea. Even putting aside CO2/Climate Chargees
he stressed that one must always remember thattkdyig

Craig Linn and Tara Cameron

polluters in many other
ways. He went on to
note that considering th
issue in financial terms
(and noting that we
currently lack any
effective form of carbon
tax to make renewables
financially competitive)
he favoured the
flexibility offered by
smaller "boutique" gas
fired power stations and
cited the Tallawarra
(400 MW) CCGT
station as an example.

Member for Blue Mountains
Phil Koperberg

But then, significantly,

he went on to say that when one considers theyedli
climate change, and the reduction targets we neastr by
2020 and 2050, then we really must start right noviong
term investment in clean renewable technologies.

He then went on to critique Cap and Trade schesues$) as
the Rudd/Wong CPRS, stating that they are esshntial
flawed in that by compensating the polluters thaitb put

in place the genuine disincentives necessary toweeiety
off fossil fuels. In his own words they simply ‘@

business as usual to continue", and as an asidetid that
even Ross Garnault had slammed the Rudd/Wong CPRS.

A discussion on carbon taxes followed; he agreatittiere
is real merit in much simpler carbon taxes as trey
transparent and not open to rorting. He notedwlithibut an
effective "real" price on carbon, something notiackd by
the CPRS, we will get nowhere.

He stressed several times during the discussatritie
urgency of the climate change debate needs tadzk dip
again, having of late been hijacked by climate gean
sceptics. Towards this end, when approached bynpezee,
he had agreed to sponsor a Parliament House setitlie@r
“Meeting NSW Electricity Needs in a Carbon Congteal
World” . (This seminar was in fact held on March,%nd
was presented by the Institute for Sustainablereatfrom
UTS. See separate article).

Given the above, one could easily believe that Mp&tburg
hasn't entirely given up his old portfolio of Erairment and
Climate Change!

New power stations not needed -
university report

We can address NSW's electricity needs without
building new large scale power stations, and in the
process lower both costs and emissions.

Report by Craig Linn on page 6.
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From ‘Here to Eternity’
The Mt Vic saga: What is happening? Brian Marshall

Most members will know that the reluctant support from the Opposition, irfailing to promote rail in the face of
RTA selected the ‘orange corridor’ adact some would say she is wearing thpolitical expediency and regrettable
the preferred route, but saw a need fdDpposition’s clothes. Yet the $21 billionincompetence. In the ‘eternity’ of
further refinement in four critical areasin unspecified road funding dwarfed thendecision that passes for Australian
(Mt Victoria — 3 options; Little Hartley — amount for rail, and none of it solved thepolitical wisdom, the way forward is a
2 options; River Lett — 2 options; Fortysomewhat parochial ‘Mt Vic’ battle over morass.

Bends — 2 options). A 2-day ‘valuethe hearts and minds of voters from
management’ (VM) workshop (25-26Blackheath to the Central West.
November) was held to refine these But if you believe the Bells Line of

contentious aspects of the Mt Vic- , ad should be for cars and light
Lithgow route. The VM workshop Leader for NSW) announced his, anq/ehicles and remain a tourist asset, if you

excludedthe widely-held preferences Ofﬂgezl:gg)a?r!)é ;Tgpc?s%%oilité%r\}vs;y IE:)egnrg?jnthW believe in the magnificent World
the community (including this Society) GHeritage Area, and if you are firmly

A . X to Lithgow”, followin revious ; : :
for limiting work to basic safety 'Ssuescommitm%nts o re—examigll'le tF;]e Newnesommitted  to rail-based  freight  and
assenger transport, you can be heard.

and re-allocating funds to freight an : ‘ ,
assenger rail improvements. It alsdp.lateau option and ‘upgrade’ the Bell he RTA and its consultants will engage
P 9 P Pine of Road through the World oo : :
excluded re-visitin reviously- . the community in planning the corridor.
g p y Heritage Area. The Government truly, : .
discarded corridors. e . . ’So when the time arises, don't be fobbed
has a credibility gap, but political realltyoﬁ with management jargon and the
Excluding costs the VM workshop dictates that the ‘easy’ policies OfRTA saying it is limited by the terms of
decided in favour of the ‘long tunnel’ opposition recede into ‘eternity’ Whenreference present the case for funding
option for Mt Vic, the ‘bypass’ for Little confronted with the fiscal realities ofrail to thé RTA and the politicianad
Hartley, the ‘northern alignment’ for government. It is frightening that currentnauseamuntil even their thick skins are
River Lett, and the ‘current alignment’frustrations may make clutching at cached. The Society will engage with
for Forty Bends. Other than ‘bypassing'straws a viable alternative. the procéss and will always advocate

glttlg :—lrflrtley, th|s accor;jeltlj ‘]fv'th th(ej Despite the many reports which haveail, but it needs your help. The Society
ociety’s —environmentally-oCused ,nnaq 4 substantially upgraded Belleas no vote. You are the voters and you

_submission. Unfo_rtunately, Withos_ts Line of Road as a major freight haulagdave the power.
included (for all options except Mt Vic), route, Anthony Albanese and David

F:gupt)rrgr?‘rﬁ%r?x:;tgeat_;gué?fet)gc;rzistggampbeII have committed the Federal
on _the pfeferred Mt Vic option will be ‘Lr(‘)dn; t?rtgrrf Oéfrgtrg;ztségrr?sgf I%?;:? Brian Marshall
enlightening. (LTSCP) for upgrading the Bells line of

For those aware of the Society'sRoad. The LTSCP will have three
opposition to any Darling Causeway-sections: the Sydney Motorway Network
Newnes Plateau route, the outcome db Kurrajong Heights; Kurrajong Heights “WIND GIRL”
the RTA'’s consultation processes can b Bell; and Bell to the Great Western _ .
construed as a success. Yet politicdlighway. The latter section will once L|thgole|g(;1 SSchogl Waz awgrdhedl
fortunes continue to churn, such that thagain threaten Newnes Plateau. T (ienlr\lleart'u:/r\]/ianc?neirlw micﬁcgtgrsré Igcglo
only certainty is ongoing uncertainty.study would seem to be window dressin%nd farmer and hi’s daughter Alex
The Mt Vic-Lithgow upgrade, Newnesfor the upcoming Federal and State A
Plateau, Bells Line of Road, and freighelections. It comprises a political Alex and her father highlight the
and passenger rail improvements beconselution to Central West calls for a neWmportance of wind energy and how it
political pawns at the mercy ofroad over the mountains. Unfortunately€NSures we have a sustainable world for
‘indecisive’ government and non-bindingsuch commitments are ‘honoured’ a{he future.
‘solutions’ trumpeted in opposition! considerable cost to the taxpayer, despite The students at Lithgow High School

. . . isi ere also recognised for their technical
So what is now being provided for EVENY Sane Person recognising _that \é[ ; ;
gp Bells Line of Road freight option is notexcellence, taking home two National

our ongoing amusement and what . : . i i i
does the future hold? (and will never be!) economically wable,asﬁgtg%ztndA(‘:"ft‘gd%ri'gs the Videography
or environmentally and socially 9 :

Following Ron Christie’s Herald- acceptable. It is outrageous that this The film can be found and
sponsored report, which included &onsense will go ahead, despite aflownloaded at:
provision for bi-partisan commitment overwhelming community preference for pip:/awww.panasonic.com.au/kwn/
such that an incoming government doegpgraded rail infrastructure. winners 2009.cfm
not overturn the previous government's

decisions, Premier Keneally released her As flfel prices progresswely reflect
much-awaited plan. This committed peak oil’ and climate change bites, coal-

substantial sums to rail improvementsfIer power stations will choke Lithgow

including ‘express’ trains which would ér}? c?.mpromlse ﬂny rational appr.oa_ch to
reduce the Central-Katoomba journey b ligating greennouse gas  emissions,

about 17 minutes. A funding mechanisn nd_ governments .Of the day wil
is offered, and there is SOmewhal(newtabIy blame their predecessors for

Que sera, seral

Andrew Stoner (National PartyRO

Be prepared to use it!
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Loose Feathers, with Carol Probets

Autumn is a time of great restlessness and changfgei bird world. The
shorter days and colder nights prompt many specits their incredible

annual northward journeys. And with the demandérekding and feedlng'

hungry young mouths over (at least for most spgciegen the sedentar
birds are free to pursue a more carefree lifegtyl@ while as they wander
bit further from their breeding territory in the mapany of mixed specie
flocks.

The most easily observable migratory behaviouha of the Yellow-
faced Honeyeaters which stream through our areaaimy thousands - a truI
amazing event to watch and one which continues ostnfine-weathe
mornings from late March to mid-May. As the seagpoagresses they al
joined by an increasing proportion of White-napeaghklyeaters. Both theg
species are making their way up the south-east rélisst coast ang
tablelands - possibly many have come from Victana the high country o
the Great Divide and are heading towards areas incWinter flowering
shrubs, perhaps the northern NSW coast and integlsnd.

As they fly through the Blue Mountains they funmg the gullies and
follow the escarpments and corridors northwardspging regularly in

treetops to rest and regroup. Their flight callsbrisk “chip chip...” from the

Yellow-faced and more liquid “mew mew mew...” frotime White-naped

Membership Application Form

(Use capitals please—even for email address)
Name(S) 1. coviiii i

w
a.Address:

' MEMBERSHIP FEES (please circle one |teri1)

e: Single $25 Concession (Senior/Student)$15
@ Household $30 Concession (Senior/Student)$20
Corporate (open to negotiation) $100

ru Bushwalkers only.:

| ($20 per walker per annum) $oornnn 1
\ Donation (tax-deductible) S |

1
: TOTAL AMOUNT INCLUDED S 1

'Note: All fees include GST at the relevant rate.

. Would you like to be involved in any of the :

are a characteristic sound of autumn in many pErtbe mountains. Goodl! following activities or working groups? (Please

places to see them include Kings Tableland and ié&awvalk at Wentworth

:underllne) Land use/development issues; 1

Falls, along Narrow Neck, west of Katoomba near Ewplorers Tree, angl | Environmental Education; Threatened speués

Shipley Road before the turnoff to Megalong Roadktckheath. Flying
along with them you can often see, or hear, flockSpotted and Striate
Pardalotes, Silvereyes, Red Wattlebirds, Noisyrbiids and Black-faceq
Cuckoo-shrikes. If you find a good vantage pointl amatch closely for g
while, you might see something rarer come along!

This autumn, bird observers in the Blue Mountain$i start regular
counts of migrating honeyeaters as part of the htapd Bird Area (IBA) |,
project. Please contact me if you're interesteddtting involved or learning
more. (In a future issue I'll talk about what tH&Al project is and why thg
Greater Blue Mountains has been declared an IBA.)

Recently I've been noticing plenty of Yellow-tailedBlack-Cockatoog
around, sailing along in that distinctively fluigraceful way of flying that
they have. As we move into winter, they will corgaee into larger flocks i
areas with good sources of food such as banksthbaeas in seed.

For anyone wanting to read more about the auturmeyeater migration
in the Blue Mountains, my website has further infation at:
www.bmbirding.com.au/hemig.html

Carol Probets (origma@westnet.com.au)

||ssues Web or database management; Plant

§) nursery assistance; Bushcare; Publicity/
! photography; Water quality/sourcing studles'
Souety administration.

| I/We agree to support the aims and

| objectives of the Society as set out on rever
1 side of this membership application:

! | Please sign if named above.

I Slgnature(s) 1.

e

S 7 R

ENQUIRIES: Phone (02 4757 1872
Email: membership@bluemountains.org.

Please cut out and forward this form
with your cheque or money order to:
Blue Mountains Conservation Society Inc. i
PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls NSW 2782 |

———e B

A PINK SKINK

It was a “Lizardy” morning on a recent Springwood
walk. Along the track we stopped for a Bearded brag
couple of Eastern Water Skinks, a Jacky Lizard and
Copper-tailed Skink.

However, lizard of the day was seen while we were
sitting on a rock shelf having morning tea.

We suddenly saw a pink lizard sunning itself andraf
numerous photos and much discussion we thought it
might be an albino Cunningham’s Skink. The Ausamali
Museum later confirmed this.

It's long term chances of survival are not high Hut
has managed to survive so far and we all wisheelitas
it crawled under a rock ledge.

Jill Dark.
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BLUE MOUNTAINS
CONSERVATION SOCIETY

Blue Mountains Conservation Society is a
community organisation working to achieve
the preservation and regeneration of the
natural environment of the Greater Blue
Mountains.

The Society believes that World Heritage
status provides an opportunity for local |
community members to become custodians ¢f
the unique biodiversity and scenery of the !

Blue Mountains. |

The Mission of the Society is to help consenve
the natural environment of the Blue :
Mountains.

The Aims and Objectives
of the Society are to:

THE AGM, A NEW YEAR AND A NEW COMMITTEE

The Society’s Annual General Meeting was held omdyr 26 March
2010.

1

1

1

1

1

|

1 Tara Cameron presented the President’s Reporppw can be found on

\ pages 13-15 of this newsletter. Bart Beech presetite Treasurer's Report.
! The Society is in a good financial position, itsafiices ably managed by our
 treasurer Bart. Kevin Bell presented the Nurdegport and thanked the
' nursery volunteers for a very successful year. nMék Mosman as returning

officer took over for the nomination and re-elentiof Tara Cameron as
President. Other members of the new managemennitee were elected.

Welcome to the new Management Committee. Namesanthct details
can be found in the box on page 2. With help fraembers and the various
sub-committees, the Society can look forward tataeosuccessful year.

If you are interested in the vacant position of My Meetings Convenor
or can help out in a subcommittee, occasionall\Soniety’s stalls, or a half
day a week with administration, please don't be s@gntact Tara or another

Disseminate and foster an understanding member of the management committee.

of the ideals of Conservation.

Promote the need for ecological

tainability. o .
sustainabiity TARA CAMERON: *“ | love being in the bush with my husband Don

and daughter Elata. | got into conservation throbigshwalking which |
really enjoy. | joined Sydney University Bushwalkerany years ago
and particularly love long trips in wilderness (ehi happen less
frequently these days). | am a teacher at Cran&birigh and live in
Faulconbridge. | grew up in Springwood, moved ad@ymany years
but was thrilled to return about 7 years ago.”

LIZ REYSWOUD: *“ My favourite time is being in the bush, in the
peace broken only by the sound of birdsong anag¢théfle of insects in
the leaves on the ground. | love nature in the wildige cliff faces,
huge seas, and also tiny plants struggling to sarvagainst
insurmountable odds.

Protect the natural environment—flora,
fauna, habitat, water, land and air.

Actively oppose those human activities
which degrade or destroy the natural
environment.

Repair the adverse effects of human

Encourage the love of the natural
environment by conducting a regular
program of bushwalks.

Increase the pool of expert knowledge Hence my favourite place outside Australia is thalapagos

Meet some of the Society’s management committee ....

- e e e = e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e R e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ]

about the natural environment, through

meetings, excursions, research and other

activities.

Provide information to the public on
matters of Conservation, especially
through the Conservation Hut at the
Valley of the Waters, Wentworth Falls.

Maintain close and friendly relations with
like-minded groups.

islands, and secondly Antartica.

| also love a challenge, hence my recent 'Ant&tinge’... It was
minus10 outside temperature, but the water wasithligvarmer owing
to the volcanic eruption at Deception Island in 897My love for
challenges has led me to join the Woodford Acadévtanagement
committee, struggling against difficulties to trpdakeep it alive and
functioning, To try and assist Everglades House @addens remain
available for all to enjoy and to support the ManmagfeBlue Mountains

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
activities upon the environment. :
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
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1

Food Services which not only provides Meals on Whéar frail aged
living at home, but also provides great servicethtse recovering from
and living with Mental lliness.

My little business which | started in 1988 to hopé®xisting for 6
months, is still functioning 22 years later, onlgry small now, but
could easily be built up again if | wanted to. ljnBushcare and
gardening and dare | confess, playing computer garhbave two sons,
and four grandchildren still currently at school.”

Liz, in
Antarctica

Tara and Elata Cameron at the Consoc Picnic.
(The president is the one with the hat.)
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Blue Mountains Conservation Society Inc
Annual General Meeting 26 March 2010

President’s Annual Report

| am pleased to present my second report as President of the Society. It has been a busy year for us, with
members engaged in a multitude of activities to help protect the environment of the Blue Mountains.

Acknowledgements:

| would like to begin by acknowledging the efforts and support the Society’s members. We should be proud
of our work as one of the largest environmental groups in NSW, and one totally run by volunteers. It is
heartening that so many people have joined together to both enjoy and help conserve, the beautiful
environment around us.

More specifically, | would like to thank the members of the Management Committee for their hard work and
support. The quality of our newsletter, publicity, website, administration, financial management, nursery
and environmental work is the result of dedicated efforts. | particularly acknowledge the members leaving
the committee for their significant contribution: David Hall for his tireless work as Publicity Officer, and
David Brazil for his role as Meetings Convenor. | am pleased to say that David Brazil has not left us
entirely, as he is working on a project to celebrate the 10" anniversary of the Greater Blue Mountains
World Heritage Area.

Much of the work of the Society is undertaken by our Western Escarpment, Landuse, Groundwater and
Education sub-committees. | will detail their work later in this report, but would like to acknowledge here the
skills and efforts of the people who attend meetings throughout the Mountains.

Of course, our Society would be much the poorer if not for the massive efforts of Kevin Bell and our
nursery volunteers.. Our nursery helps to fund our conservation efforts, while also assisting the biodiversity
of the Blue Mountains by getting local natives into gardens. We are well served by many long standing and
committed workers.

Our bushwalking leaders, through the co-ordination of convenor Liz van Reyswoud, have helped get
people in the bush to enjoy nature. Similarly, the plant group through the guidance of Meredith Brownhill,
and the bushcare group coordinated by Karen Hising, have enabled members to appreciate and repair the
bush. A great time for participants involves work behind the scenes; for which | thank you.

Finally, I would like to acknowledge the other ‘miscellaneous’ members who keep the Society running
smoothly. The more informal ‘advisors’ and people who help put out chairs and make the tea. | would
particularly like to thank the families of the Management Committee members for their patience and
support.

Membership & Finances

The Society’s membership has remained fairly steady at 921 equivalent members. This is a small decrease
from the number at last year's AGM.

There is a separate Treasurer's Report and Accounts, but it is pleasing to note that the Society’s funds
have somewhat recovered from last year’s losses which were caused by the global financial crisis.

Our day to day activities are covered through investments, membership fees, government grants,
donations, and funds generated by the Nursery.
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Campaigns and other activities

The Society’s work is largely undertaken through sub-committees comprising at least one member of
Management Committee and several members. Additionally, we have representatives and Project
Officers working on specific issues. The progress of our main campaigns is outlined below.

Alleged Polution of the Cox’s River
As reported in last year’'s President’s report, members of the Society have monitored water quality at
some thirty sites in the upper Coxs River catchment since September 2006. They have identified
alarming water quality issues in various waterways including: salinity, phosphate, pH and turbidity levels,
at significantly higher than natural background levels. An independent consultant was engaged to
undertake water testing and his results supported those of the volunteers. Additionally, the consultant
found high levels of metals such as arsenic, copper and boron in the upper Coxs River.

These concerns were reported to, and verified by, the relevant government agency. Unfortunately, the
lack of action to fix the problems prompted the Society to begin legal proceedings with the assistance of
the Environmental Defender’s Office. We were not successful in gaining legal aid to fund this action, but
were successful in gaining a protective costs order to limit costs to $20 000. This decision is currently
being examined by the Court of Appeal.

Development and Hunting in National Parks
The State government has outlined plans to allow more commercial development in national parks for
tourism purposes. While the Society supports infrastructure such as walking tracks and lookouts, we have
worked hard against plans to change the legislation and allow accommodation such as eco-resorts in the
parks. Our work has included three public meetings, and liaison with the Katoomba Chamber of
Commerce, Blue Mountains City Council, Government and Opposition politicians.

Despite some delays, plans to amend the National Parks and Wildlife Act are still current. A draft Parks
Service plan actually contains a proposal to build a restaurant at Govett’'s Leap (presumably in the park
near the carpark). In response, the Society has recently engaged Andrew Cox (ex Executive Officer of
the National Parks Association) on a limited consultancy to asset in this campaign.

The Shooter’s Party Bill to allow hunting in National Parks has not passed yet but we remain concerned
that this may proceed.

Gardens of Stone Stage 2 Proposal
Efforts to gain protection of the Newnes Plateau and surrounding lands have continued this year. One
positive development was the release of a report examining the opportunities for ‘Nature based Tourism
and Recreation in the Gardens of Stone Stage Two Park Proposal’ by lan Brown. Commissioned by
BMCS and the Colong Foundation, this report added to the growing weight of evidence to justify
converting these lands to State Conservation Areas. Another positive development was the visit to the
area by Catherine Cusack, the Shadow Minister for the Environment.

More good news included progress on the management of Newnes Plateau. The Society instigated a
roundtable process of various stakeholders in order to address the damage being done by activities such
as illegal trail biking. We hope that there will be some improvements soon.

Less positive, is the lack of progress on the proposal to make Mt Airly and Mt Genowlan and a State
Conservation Area. Despite a plan of management being developed, reservation has not occurred. We
will be working hard on this issue in 2010.

Groundwater, Drink Tap Water, Sewerage
The Groundwater sub-committee has successfully argued for the retention of the moratorium against
water bores in the Blue Mountains and is now promoting its extension to the land north of the Grose - i.e.
the Mounts Wilson - Tootie region. The Society was also involved in a court case that stopped water
bottling at Mt Tootie.
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Other activities related to groundwater include work with Leura Public school to monitor the quality of a
local swamp. The Drink Tap Water campaign, jointly run by our Groundwater and Education sub-
committees, has continued with Drank Tap Water stickers being widely distributed. We are currently
assessing the future of this campaign as we have not gained funding for more labels.

Education
A great team of young writers and editors have continued to produce Strobos, the environmental
newsletter for young people. This has included a variety of interesting stories such as the “Coald War”,
Climate Changes actions and descriptions of Waste into Art events.

The students at Katoomba High School put in an amazing effort for the Walk against Warming — really
getting into the spirit. They were organised by Chris Yates who is the Society’s Education Officer. Chris is
an enthusiastic member of the BMCC Schools Environment Network and participant of associated
conferences. A highlight for the year was the event held at Katoomba High School to celebrate the 50™
anniversary of the Blue Mountains national park. This saw the arrival of Wyn Jones, the bush postie who
got kids throughout the mountains sending postcards to each other. The Society was pleased to support
Wyn's great work.

Climate Change and Sustainability
Our work on Climate Change and Sustainability has taken a variety of forms this year. We held a
successful ‘Home Based Sustainability Forum’ in which Lis Bastian, David Bowskill and Peter Green
presented ideas about how we can live more sustainably.

In keeping with this work, the Society ran a Sustainable Living Competition to encourage residents of the
Blue Mountains to reduce their water and energy use. The Prize of $6000 (approx.) includes money to be
spent on energy- or water-saving devices. The winner will be announced in August.

Looking at the larger picture, we have has joined with other environmental groups in a ‘No New Coal’
campaign to oppose the massive expansion of Mt Piper power station at Lithgow.

LEP 1991 Review and Standard LEP template
The Landuse sub-committee has continued to work on specific developments and planning policies at both
a Council and State Government level. A particularly focus has been the Local Environment Plan (LEP)
1991 review. The Society engaged Lachlan Garland on a brief consultancy to identify areas that may not
be mapped correctly. Correct mapping of scheduled vegetation communities makes the way for approp-
riate zoning. The LEP 1991 will continue throughout 2010. Lachlan has completed work at this stage.

The Landuse Sub-Committee has also lead the charge against plans by Sydney Water to discharge raw
sewage mixed with stormwater down Fitzgeralds Creek in the lower mountains. Sydney Water is currently
reviewing their decision after we approached Mr Koperberg and local media.

Coal mines
The Society has continued to attempt to protect the Newness Plateau swamps by engaging with the
various companies that undermine the area. This work will be ongoing in 2010.

Mount Victoria Bypass, Bells Line of Road upgrade
The Society has continued to be involved in the RTA process regarding route options for the Great
Western highway upgrade. Brian Marshall has examined the Orange option to identify environmental
impacts. The option across Newnes Plateau has been ruled out by the RTA.

Simultaneously, the Society has engaged with other local groups to oppose the route construction and
call for the money to be spent on upgrades and rail funding.

In conclusion

Writing this report makes me realise how much we have achieved, as well as the obstacles we continue to
face. | look forward to working with you all in the coming year, as we continue our efforts to protect the
natural wonders that surround us.

Tara Cameron, President.
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BLUE MOUNTAINS CONSERVATION SOCIETY BUSHWALKING ACTI VITIES

Membership of the bushwalking group is open to &ganembers. The BMCS Bushwalking Guide which aixa the
numbered grades can be found on the Society’s tealygiw.bluemountains.org.ar can be posted on request. For more
information call Maurice Kerkham 4739 4942 emadluricekerkham@hotmail.coror write to PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls

2782. Late changes to the program will be published on the visite
SATURDAY WALKS: Usually a full day longer walk at a faster paceefdde attending ring the designated contact peoson

the Group Co-ordinator Jim Percy 4758 6009 or ejpd@d@tpg.com.au

Date Details Contact Meet at (km)  Grade Map
Apr Transit of Venus Track to Mabel, Edith and Jo Park gate on Woodford 9 2/3 Katoomba

17 Hazel Falls, return loop via Jons Seat 4758 6009 Ave, Woodford, 8.30 am
Apr Mt York Historic walking tracks. Lockyer’s Ros Mt Vic Station carpark, 12 2/3 Hartley

24 Pass/Lawsons Long Alley 4733 3880 8.30 am
May Mt Piddington adventure. Horne Point, Liz Mt Vic Station carpark 6 2/3 Mt Wilson/

1 Ferris and Coxs Caves and other delights 4754 4966 8.30 am Hartley
May Mid week camping at Dunns Swamp.ldeal Jim Contact leader for di- . NPWS Brochure
10-14 walking and kayaking/canoeing venue. Come4758 6009 rections and possibili- Variable Dunns Swamp

for 1, 2, 3 or 4 nights - $5 pp per night ties Ganguddy
May Glenbrook to Lapstonevia Glenbrook Creek. Peter Glenbrook Station 8 3 Penrith

15 Many creek crossings with some rockhopping.4751 9637 (finish at Lapstone Sta-

Spectacular gorge section. tion) 8.30 am
July Forward Notice Midweek Monday to Friday Jim Ben Bullen/
19-23 at Wolgan Valley - Newnes Hotel Cabins. 4758 6009 Egtnﬁ?gtlgﬁg\?vei; ;‘/%rupar‘?ep ?nsti?egiggrg? " Mt Morgan

Cost approx $25 per person per night. Con- soon as possibie as there is a party limit

TllrmEdlbOOk'”g and $25 deposit required by of 12 Distances and grades variable

une 1.

MONDAY LEISURE WALKS: Short Day walks of 3-5 hours, suitable for walkefsin average fithess. Bring morning tea i

lunch and adequate water. The Group Co-ordinatdudith Dyer, 4758 6310, judithbushwalker@ hotroaih

Date Details Grade Contact Meet
Apr  Aeroplane Hills, Wentworth Falls. Visit 2 Maurice Wentworth Falls carpark 9.30 am (car poal)
12 1940's plane crash site. 4739 4942
Apr Terrace Falls, Hazelbrook Waterfalls, large 2 Ros Hazelbrook Railway carpark 9am
19 pools. 4733 3880
Apr  Victory Track, Faulconbridge. Forests and 3 Mary Faulconbridge Railway Station 9.15 am
26 mountain streams. 4757 4569
May Prince Henry Clifftop Walk - Leura to Ka- 1 Judith Leura Station, 8.30 am
3 toomba. Wonderful views. 4758 6310
May Porter's Pass, Blackheath Superb forests, 3 Phil Blackheath Neighbourhood Centre, 9.45gm
10 soaring cliffs. 4787 5560
THURSDAY PLEASURE WALKS: Walks of 2-3 hours conducted at a leisurely pacsitbwalkers on the day. Bring morn-
ing tea, adeguate water and lunch if noted. Gfoyordinator is Gail Schwedler 4782 1215 platypogsted@yahoo.com.au
Apr  Witches’ Leap, Furber Steps, Boardwalk, 2 Joan Opposite BM Council Chambers, Katoomba,
15 Katoomba. Descent into rainforest. Return via c/o 4782 5966 9.30 am.
Scenic Rail. Lunch optional.
Apr  Walls Canyon and Cave, Blackheath Exqui- 2 Maurice Blackheath Neighbourhood Centre
22  site canyon views. Some scrambling. 4739 4942 9.45 am. Car pool.
Apr Jack Evans Track, Glenbrook. Walk to Er- 2 Maurice Glenbrook Rail car park 9.30 am.
29 skine Creek. Entrance fee to National Park. 4739 4942 Car pool.
May Wall's Lookout. Views of the Grose Valley 2 Marie Mount Victoria Station 9.45am. Car pool
towards Hanging Rock, few steps. 4787 1257
May Lyrebird Dell, Leura. Some steep descents 2 Joan Cnr. Megalong Street and Leura Mall,
13 and ascents on good track. c/o 4782 5966 9.30am

WildEndurance: Take the 100 km team challenge

WildEndurance raises funds for thereasonably fit and healthy person capushing your own personal limits, while
Wilderness Society. This year's eventcomplete the event. You don't need t@ach raising a minimum of $400 in
to be held over the weekend of 1-2 Maybhe an athlete, you just need a sense sponsorship to support The Wilderness
is in the Blue Mountains, starting in thefun and adventure. Participants rang8ociety’s conservation campaigns for a
Megalong Valley and finishing in from 18 to 80 years. brighter, more secure Australia. Teams
Katoomba, with regular checkpoints vo, have two options on how toWill also be competing for prizes from

along the way where teams can meet Y e the course, either stay together fgiPONSOrs-

with their personal support teams. 100km or choose the 50km relay. Registration is $120 per person.
While the course is tough, the viewsNorking in teams of 4 to 6 people, youRegistration and more information:

are stunning, and with training, anyteam will take on the twin challenges Otlvildendurance.org.au or 9282 9553
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