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S0CIETY ACTIVITIES

CENSUS of WILD LIFE: (continuing activity)

A census form is awailable from the Secretary if you have
not already obtained one, - )
+ This form lays out areas of habitat and various other details
that are required to form a complete survey of our areas

The purpose of this census is : Scientific - to determine
what wild 1ife exists at the present time so that it can be
calculated in the future years the increase or decrease of
individual species; = Educational - to create an interest ameng
the members of the natural history around us, '

It is necessary that this census be made so we can follow
through the functions of conservation and the protection of
indiginous flora and fauna, '

LYREBIRD SANCTUARY: The society has deteriined to continue in its
efforts to have the areas of Vacant Grown Land in the Yellow Rock
area declared as a sanctuary and study area for the Lgrebird,

Mach more work is needed to determine populations and habit
in this area and to such end any information gathered by members
would be extremely useful., For further information econtact
Mr, F.Martin of Singles Ridge Road North Springwood.

Members of the Sociely investigated the area off the Long
Angle Gully Trail. This was an area of wet schlerophyl forest
along a creek that led back to Singles Ridge Road,

Some evidence of the Lyrebird was found and the area seemed
of the type that could lead to a form of management that could
increase the number of the species.

Plenty of audible evidence is available that the bird habits
the area but it was deecided that much more investigation would
be required before we had a case to place before the Minister,

THIS SOCIETY has been constituted to further the aims of
Conservation and it would be pleased to regeive any information
on any aspect of wildlife ( flora and Fauna } that we could
investigate or help in any way.

If you have any information that you consider would be of
velue to usy; or have any specific undertaking that you would
like us to help with, please drop a note to the Secretary
Mr, G.Croghan; 3 Gwen Crescent Warrimoo.
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BIRD OF THE MONRH ,......The Lyrebird Menura novae-hollandiae
' Menurs alberti

Menura - (Iarge tail-freek) of NewrHolland

MENURA novae-hcllandiae
DISTRIBUTION: South-eastern Australia, from Stanthorpe in

southern Queensland to Victoria.

NEST: Bulky structure of twigs sticks and fern with entrance
at the side - ususlly logated on rocky ledges or in the
end of hollow logs, the top of Tree Fern or betwesn the
trunks of smeil trees.

EGG: Light stone grey to purplish brown, regularly blotched
with deeper tones. Breeding season May to July. Youmg
leaves the nest about September,

MENURA alberti

Similar to the Lyretail Menura but restricted to an area

in the northeast of Ne.S.W. from the Macpherson Ranges to 2

the Richmond River,

NOTES, These two Australian birds are the survivors of a very

ancient race of birds, this is indicated by certain small

bones around the eyes that are only found in"few other species
of birds all descended from ancient types.

This bird discovered in the bush by a party from Parramatta
in 1998 it was in dangsr of extinction by the &84 of the 19#h
century, It was much priged as a table bird and also for its
magnificent tail plumage which sold for as much as five
shillings in those days.

The haunt of the Lyrebird is in the dense pelm briishes and
fern gullies of rain forest &ress and wet schlerophyl forests
vere they feed on the small crustacians and grubs to be found
in the forest litter.

One bird may form a number of mounds in its area or
territory of which all are used, one however being a favourite
dancing place.

The main enemy of the bird these days is the fox and the
feral cat, they seem to avoid bush fires in the main probahly
by thier agility.

The bird is totally protected by law and it is even an
offence to have a set of tail plumes in your possefion,

(Refer to Cayley's "What Bird is That" - Barrett's

"Australian Animal Book" and others)
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THE FEATHER.

Feathers are the exclusive product of birds, there have been
some imitations — the tail of the Sugar Glider, the plumes of
some crustaceans - the true feather is of complex detailed
structure wich a multiplieity of funetions.

A typical feather consists of a midrib (rachis) with a large
number af parkallel filaments on each side forming vanes. These
filamenis are in turn ®feathered’ with tiny barbules which in
turn carry a series of hocks which engage with neighbouring
barbules not only of their own fil=ment bub those of the adjoining
filament, When the hooks are so engaged the whole feather is
inverlocked to form a nearly airtight surface of amazing strength
and lightness,

The complicated structure of the feather makes it almost immuns
to demage - with rough handling the tiny barbules disengage
without breaking and automatiically reengage when preened, Thus
the birds have an invisable mending service and quick repair with
all ordinary accidents,

The feather performs at least four functions = the two most
obvious being to Provide a covering for the body and to provide
efficient wing and tail surfaces for flight, these being distinguished
a8 contour feathers and flight feathers respectively.

In addition te the above there are the down feathers which are
very importent in maintaining the warmth of the body and powder
down,a feather that breaks up intec a powder and is used by the
bird 1ike fullers earth for the dryeleaning of the plumsge generally

The structure of the down f sather is much finer and the
barbules Jack the little hooks so the whole can be fluffed up
into a mass whose function is to entrap air. Fluffing of the °
down is contrflled by the internal temperature of the bedy, this
is why birds lock plumper in the cold weather, and in the heat
they press the feathers close to the body to reduce the insulating
layer,

Some birds; notably the ducks,moult much of their down during
nesting time, the moulted down is used to make the nest snug
and warm. The Eider Duck is the most famous fer this, true
eiderdown giving the maximum heat insulation for the least weight
for human sleepers, The bird has been almost extermmnated but to
some people this does not seem to matter., The birds pay the
penelty for producing something more efficient than man can make,






















