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A RAVBLE ON NARROWNE
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A large group turned up on saturday October 6th for this attract~
+7e rgmble along Narrow Neck . Cars were left at the bottom of the
big hill near the Golden Stairs and the first hurdle, the long climb
up the hill was negotiated, the weather was perfect and the alpine
heathland a mass of spring flowers including heaths, hibbertias and
other common species in full bloom. This walk has sensational views
of Jamison Valley on the eastern and Megalong Valley on the western
side. The heathland flora varies from stunted wind-swept varieties
only one or two metres high to more protected mallees, casuarinas
wnd tea-trees and the occasional waratah well in bud. The second
narrow neck was reached by all and many of the more energetic carried
on further., Generally a most interesti.g area and worth further
visits, possibly at a different period, however it is rather exposed
furing the very hot summer months. Another good day enjoyed by all.

REGORD_ROLL-Ur FOR LOCKLEY PYLON

record number arrived for this walk on Nov.3rd, in fact there were
>~ starters (and finishers). Cars proceeded along the Mt Hay road
o the cement water tank, just before ¥Flat Top¥. The walk takes
.oout an hour to the actuzl “Pylon-, although the majority of walkers
rried on to "YDe Fours Heaa- on the Blue Gum Forest track. Flora

was superb on the way with masses of waratahs, eriostemons, vanilla __
lants (sowerbea) arnd 4 ther species with a womderful
patechof prostantheras hie el oo Luckily, Graheam,

e of our birdmen ble to help identify a

number of species ix he

fairly infrequently

scen Tawney--crowned es found in open heath-
land areas. -“Adlarge red ed b 51 7as also seen on the
return . Any members of ' Lo oy who haven't visited the Lockley
Pylon should txzy Ho do Ghis X he finest views in

Sheh ol enfef Sthet Blue Mountais ‘ cin uninterrupted 360 degree

diewdneludineg much of G nagnificent Grose Valley. A further

VEMBERSHIP, At present the membpership of the Society is:—
Life Members 165 One Honorary Life Member
Ordinary 1456
\«_
New L
) 196 : . FELIe o
vome members nave not yet renewed their subscription for
current year. A red dot on your newsletter is a reminder.

DAY MEETING. There is to be a daytime meeting at The Hut
on Wednesday, 16tk January 1980 at 11am.
Please bring lunch. Tea and Coffee available.

A good roll up and ideas for future meetings
will lead to regular day meetings, This is
an opporvunity for members unable to attend
night meetings to participate.

Flo Graham {Organiser Ph, 58 6274,

ols o DINNER TO AED A €, F.
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On 10th Novewber a jolly and successtul buffet dinner was held

vt the PreSchool Kindergarten, Wentworth Falls. 50 members and
Iriends enjoyed tine hot dishes and cold collations prepared and
donated by culinary enthusiasts. The delectable sweets were from
the cuisine of Hilde and Dick Duckhem ~ - bouguets to Hilde.
Wilson Alcorn, talented auctioneer, added merriment to the party.

Anne Jelenik, fron the National Park, showed an amusing but ed-
ucational film on threats to coastal sand dunes.
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From the profits of the evening the Australian Conservation Found--
ation will bemefit by $100.00; our own Society by 63dollars.

The willing and generous hely of members ensured the financial
and social success of this night. To them the committee conveys
many thanks,

This was the final function of the ad hoc committee for AR,

Flo Graham, Committee Convener.

INDUSTRY THREATESS RARS DARROT

The Orange-bellied Parrot, Nophema chrysogasten is a
combination of green, blue, yeilow and orange., This beautiful
parrot is one of our rarest and least known birds. With an
estimated world population of seventy plus individuals, it rivals
the Night Parrot aud Noisy Scrub Bird in rarity.

It is thought to mnest in Tesmania, but as yet nobody has been able
to find a recent nest. The birds spend the winter in coastal
areas of Victoria and South Australia. but there is only one

site where they can be seen with any regularity.

In August of this year Gwen and I went to Victoria in an attempt

to see them at their roost. Dawn found us shivering with cold

and anticipation as we scanned the coastal scrub. We were fortunate
enough to see forty two birds. Over half the world's population,

2 sobering thought. But for how much longer?

Imperial Chemical Industries might provide the answer, They want
to erect the largest petro-chemical works in Australis within
half a kilometre of the roost. They are employing a biologist

to study the birds, and are spendin. counsiderable sums on a
publicity campaign to allay the fears of naturalists and consexr-
vationists. Having experience of their efforts in Europe I am
certain that the plant will be built. Biologists employed by
industry are unlikely to produce findings which will prove
detrimental to the interests of their employers.

—-—~G Blackwell.

ALWILDERNVESS IN QUESTICN
The S.W.Tasmanian issue again looms up in the news following the
Hydro Electricity Commission's Report to the Tasmanian Government.
To strengtnen the case against damming the majestic unique
Franklin and Lower Gordon Rivers a film has been made by the
Australian Film and Television School, North Ryde. Packed
audiences .t pre-release showiugs speak for the interest and
support amongst Sydney sympathisers. Negotiations to sell this
film to Channel T are proceeding

Called ¥ Tasmania’s South West -— A Wilderness in Juestion, the
47 minute film combines scenes of rare visual beauty shot in the
midst of this vast and rugged natural area with a penetrating
analysis of the social and economic forces which will control
its future. Highlights include climbing on the peaks of the
Arthur Range, rafting down rough water on the Franklin River andg
interviews with Mr Ashton, Commissioner for the Tasmanian
Hydro-Electric Commission, Mr P. Waterman, Director of the

South West Tasmania Resources survey, Dr A, Cunningham, Deputy
Commissioner of the Tasmanizn Forestiy Commission, conservation-
ists and wilderness travellers.

Let us hope we get an opportunity to show it in the Mountains.
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HATURE CONCHRVATICN CONSERENCE

The Annual Conference of the Wature Conservation Council was
held at the Environment Centre in Sydney on 21st and 22nd of
October. Three of our members, Mary Collins, Graham Blackwell
and Flo. Graham were privileged to attend as delegates and ob-
SCEvers

The bOLferepce was opened by a spokesman from the Crown Lands
Office Delegates were then divided into technical groups for

the resi of the day to discuss the motions submitted by the various
member socleties. These groups provided a cuauce to hear the

many different viewpoints, and emphasised the wide range of
membership. Groups varied from Land Use flannlng and Management,
Forestry and Mining through to Wildlife and Education.

In the evening the Annual Dinner was held at the Australian
Museum. It proved to be a most convivial occasion. The guest
specker was the Howm, Mr . Paul Land ,, Minister for rlanning and
Environment, His specch was both informative and interesting.
He stressed both his Government®s and his personal commitment
0 conservation.
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Jn, Sunday, offter the election of Officers, the large number of
resolutions submittcd by member societies was considered by the
Conference., There was some conf u~134 and considerable debate
over the guestiou of dlogging the new Colo Wilderness
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G LOR a2 Perk,

+++  CPPORTUNITY TABLES

fhe bLand Preservation Fund Committee would like to thank members
or the many and varied items they donated for the Opportunity
fables at the November meeting.

Very early autumn is the best time on the uounuglﬁ for putting
in native plants, so these will be on sule at the February general
neeting. In the meantime the Commitiee Joulg like t= thank Mrs.
Greta Vanry for demations throughout the ysar to the L.P.F. from
grateful recipients of her plants.
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The result as we go to press is $122 —- a very creditable amount!
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FARADISE LO3T+

fou may wonder at the significance of the gquotation in our head-
ing (page . 1).. Well at ouxr, September meeting, wien our advertised
;reaker could not autend Our President, Graham Blackwell, gave

a hastily prepared but excellent 1¢1u8urated talk on Lord Howe
I land.
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what Graham said was corvoborated by an article in the Sydney
Morning Herald of Nov. 27 by Vincent Serventy.

While the natural beauty of the Island has largely been preserved
unscathed, the management procedures suggested by the Australian
Museum in 1973 have been mainly ignored. In 1977 the Museum
republished its 1974 magazine, giving a synopsis of its
ecological survey and recommendations. This republication con-
cluded:"The survival of Lord Howe Iland's unique and irreplaceable
wildlife is as doubtful today as it was prior to the environmental
2 e B

In the Lord Howe Island Bill soon to be presented to the N.S.W.
rarliament, most of the key recommendations of the scientists
are ignored, says Vincent Serventy. There is to be no National
Park, either land or marine. Reserves are proposed for the
north and south ends but not for Transit Hill and there will be



























