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ETINGS; - .The Wilclife Preservation Society of Australia,
Sydney Branch Neetings as follows ;- . . e e
May 25th Tueadayi8 p.m,; "What Bird is That -In a
Pine Plantatidn® Speakex is Mr. H.J.de S.Disney,Curator
of Birds, Australian Museum. . : S e
June 22nd Tuesday 8 .p.m. ; ."The Story. ofbthe Fauna
Protection Panel of N.S.W." Speaker is Mr.Allen Strom.
Venue for these meetings is;- The Inglish Speaking
Undon, Meecling Room,1s%.Floor,Naval House,32 Grosvenoxr
St.. Syéney.(A few Minutes walk from Wynyard Station.)
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BUSHFIk® REGENERATION STUDY;~ Cur quarterly species-count in-the
! Ingar area will be conducted again on Baturday, May 22nd
> ---Meet--behind -Brown Horse Inn, 9.30a.m. '

- ZALK OW REPTILES; - Guest speaker for our Iebruary meeting was Mr.
Bill Routledge,who spoke on reptiles. He provides a valua-
able service to those residents worricd by the prescence
of a snake, in being prepared to come and collect any
reptiles in such situations, especiglly as snakes and
other reptiles are now protected by law. R

Iir. Routledge posed the guestion - How dangerous
are snakes? He went on to point out the factors on
which this depended, such.as standards of medical service, s
i speed of .transport.to specialised attention and pop=- -
« .ulation deunsity., . Austrsglia is rieh in venomous snakes, *
e yet only four deaths .resulted from si.akebite last. ycar,
» Oue largely to rapid transport,availability .of antis. ..
“ : venines,. and .of course, relatively low population.. - . - - -
. depmsity.. . India, on .the.other hand, lost 20,000 pesople
e ove:bthe~same period from snakebite,due.not to mor¢ sSnakes
- . but because the zbove factors were reversad. s

Itféééjélsojéipiéiﬁéd.ihaﬁ;.generaliy.é cakin

> ¥
: The Blue.Mﬁuntainsuhadla.high.reptile,popula»ion,.gut-thc»
- dense serub.surrounding towns .and. villages is . the reason
for our.being 188 awarc of if. It‘appoars_thatAdifﬁﬁnanthhﬁ;hN‘
; speciecs have their. yeaxs of prominence. Thus, 1976 is .cx-
_ pected to .be a good ycar for diamond.-pythons, if the. :
“ " numbcr of sightings so far is any guidc. MWr. Routledge |
. went on to display some of his live specimens, which. ... -
aaidneludesthe following iz b ‘ :

Blue Tonguo4Lizard.~,vgry-comﬁoﬁ,'and clbsoly.rqlatod to
Shinglc Back Lizard - found in drier arcas of Southern
" Australia E . :
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Cunningham Skink = Found in various pockcts in the
Bluc Mountaing, c.g. Linden Dem, Kenangra Walls.
These thrce lizards belong to the skink family, gcunerally =
sun-loving lizards, which.have the ability . to rcplacce their
tail, whon broken off. ,

Leaf Tailcd Goecko .= Nocturnuzl, found under bark, on

trces, or in caves, rock croviecs. Fen :

Bastern Weter Drazgon =Qccurs in Bluc. Mounteains. Dragons

. arc choractoriacd by a ridge along the back cnd tail.

v Tiger Snakces - Some say that this snake is placid, but.
tho speaker always .found them lively and agrcessive. .They
have a venom of high toxicity, ¢gpeeially neurotoxins,

Brown Sncke -Dangcrous and unprodictablce. Thesc form. o
perfect S when striking position, uniquc among snakos
Copperhesnd - Theorctically, not supposed to be found
below 4,000 fceet. But here in the mountains they arc
found' at.3.000 fecck. . e = ; :
et Red Bellicd Black Snakc .- The mogt common. . Very fast.
: They cat frogs,lizards, miec, ctc. s
Death Adders - Found.sat Linden and Glenbrook.

. Pythons - Non-venomouc, which wus lucky . for the apcaker

. for while he wasg handling onc, it bit him, having b«ecome

" ¢xeited by the crowdcd atmosphere. These snakes kill their

. brey by constriction. .The Diamond Python is fournd in thig

- arca. 1t avcerages about gix foct. ; : :

‘ On thc whole, the occasion crcated a great cmount of
intercest, judging.by . the lively question pcriod. Our -

. thanks go to Mr.Routlcdgc for an cvening of informatign

vox-o 0OTh . planned and unplanned. ; : 2

THE ANNUAL BEEPING _in March wag very good, with no lack of vol-
« untccrs to £ill positions .of rosponaibility at the BElcotion
‘ of Officicrs. A most cncourugiug fcaturc was the number
of ncw members. clected to varios pouitions. :

AN_OUTSTANDING NATURE RILM #The Wob of Life" was shown to o largc
audicnce at the April mcctiug. Thanks to the BP Pilm
eldbrory forl S hia! Fase it atihg 1 Tm'",

APRIL OUTING TO PULPIT ROCK = This turncd out . to be onc of thosc .
rare doys when the weather rcally was periect, espocially

-~ Tor thc viiws across Govett's Gorge and Grosec Valloy.

Our .moll partymncarly got lost. before thoy started,

going oif on thc wrong. track.. Howcver after a bit of

quick polishing up . of fading mcmorics owr thoe part of those
who had been therce before, we were socon well on the way. -
Frequent stops wore mede to admire the views, which wasg
made all the morc iunviting by the unusual warmth of the sun

+ . for $he'time of the year:

Onc¢ member was lucky to sec a lyrcbird, a privilege
that comes with being well ahcad and away from a group of
talking pcople. After rcaching pulpit rock, the group
cnjoycd lunch. at the stone shelter, a building which must

; have tcken much time and paticnec to ercet, with its

: carcfully laid .small flot sandstoncs moxtared togcther.

g Having had our rcfreshuents around the campfire, or

. rathcr, out of the thoermos (for it scems the art of meking
- billy tei is o dying.onc these days), we: wplit up, Somc

; remaiced .at Pulpit Rock to. botanisc or -othcrwise enjoy -the

interval to.pick-up. time, while othoers made the retuen .- -
journicy.over the same route, some labceriously in the heat
oi the doy, aud_some & little moxe quickly. xu.paxtlgglan,M
one mcmh&r,mgxkd,gxtxgmgly_quicklyﬁzitcr.almosx_stanalng e
or g suske, We woerce discpointced -~ she didu't stop to,%;ud
out what kind it was. L %

Keviie Smithe

e
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Megalong Vallcy Outing

Fifteen of us arrived at the Pa cksaddlers down at the

far end of the Megalong Valley om Saturday May 1st. We-
enquircd of the owner Mr. Carlan, for the best walk., He
dirccted us to the Cox's Rivexr via the Tin Pot Traek, and
we were soon cnjoying one of the loveliest walks ever.
Birds were cverywhere, Bell Birds of course, they are
alwaye to bc found there, and then therc were treecrecpers
whistlers, finches, and the most beautiful yellow honey
cater with his rathecr quictexr mate.

At 1 o'clock we boiled the billy beside the track.
After lunch we splitrup as usual, some to make their way
back, cthers to go on to the Cox's. On the way home we
saw the Golden Orb spider sitting in her web, a big one
she was. By her side, her tiny mate. His ultimate fate
we were told, was to be gobbled up by his not very loving
Spouse; carrying woman's Iib a little tco far perhaps?

On reaching Tin Pot Creek we were met by the returning
river party, so we decided to return as well. At the car-
park after a quick "Cuppa" and chat we parted. A beautiful s
sunny day and a very gcod walk.

M.& J. Vaughan

FUTURE OQUTINGS ‘
June 5th., Mount Hay. Meet 10a.m. at Leura School
July 3rd, Wirrimbirra Reserve, lMecet Wentworth Falls 9 a.m.
August 7th.Natiocmal Park, Glemnbrcck. Meet Park Gates 10 am
September 4th.Faulconbridge Point. Meet Fauleconbridge Station
10a.n,

A SAD L0OSS
Since cur last issue the founder and first Editor of

this newsletter, Martin Kaub, has passed away. President of
our Scciety in 1969~70 and Vice -President until his death
last March, Martin was a man of tremendous energy, most of
which was channelled, in co-operation with his wife Betty,

into advancing the Comservaticn Movement inr many forms.

He will be greatly missed 'and we extend our deepest

sympathy to Betty and other mewmbers of his family.

HONARARY LIFE MEMBER
There was unanamous agrecment at the last monthly
meeting to confer Honorary Lif¢ Membership on Freg Astle,
Described as"cur first mcmber" Fred has been in the Society
since it¥s inception, and still plays an active part.

MAN'S RESPONSIBILITY TN KATURE

In the last Newsletter an item, titled "The Patxron
Saint of Ecclogy! questioned Man's position in relation
to Nature and Conservation., It stated that"Man is both
part of the carth and over it"; it likened animals to
imbecile humans. An item on the previocus page quoted
"The eagle that rides the v--gillions of years in the making
-=-t0o ultimate perfectionwfg% the world in which they live'".

Can ome compare animals which have adapted their
special characteristics .t¢ a role in the whcle ereaticon
with an isolated failure of the human species, un=-
adaptable in any situation? Perhaps Man's position in
regard tc Nature is mneither equality nor mastery, but
development and use cf his own speeial human character-
igtics, in order tc¢ adapt to HIS place in the Whole.
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It seems to me that in the sense of adaptation the eagle and
other "lower" animals are far superior to man. Man's superior
pctentials bring with them respomsibilities which he has not yet
accepted.

The cultural ideas and institutiocns by which man fumblingly
develops his potentials will need, in woxds the previcus item
quotes, "endless sorting, endless discarding, cndless change"
befcre mankind can be said to have adapted to the wecrld in which
he lives.

Unfortunately Man seems to have little faith in the preciocus
potentials creation has given him. Some of the flaws $till in his
make-up, as yet undiscarded (which he has nct.yet tried to under-
stand) render it difficult tc develop them. Surely it is these
pctential human characteristics - reascn awareness and knowledge,
imaginaticn, creativeness, and spiritual values, justice, mercy,
humility, tolerant umselfish love, ‘and thel raticnal, responsible,
compassicnate morality of human maturity that will form his rel-
atiomship to Nature (as well as tc his fellow humans) when he
learns how to use them to fit himself for his place in the whole?

B. C.

ALTERATION JUNE MEETING
The speaker will ncw be Jim Armstrong from Royal Botanical
Gardens, Sydnmey. Subject ;~ "The devicus ways in which cur native
plants attract animals to their flowers". Miss Fiedler will
speak at a later date.

PLANNING THE FUTURE OF THE HAWKESBURY RIVER VALLEY

The Symposium or this subject, held at the Hydrc Majestic
Hotel, Medlow Bath, in March was a great success, In its press
release of 22nd. March, the National Trust cutlined the results
cf the Symposium as follows;

The Symposium resolved to seek, thrcugh the National Trust
the establishment of a Hawkesbury Valley Authcrity vested with
such functicns ag:; -

*Planning c¢f Controls for extractive industry.

*Planning & provision of recreaticn areas.

*Planning of service infra-structure and main roads.

*¥Bushfire co-crdination control.

*Participation in preparation of regional planning.

*Public education on the comservation of the valléy.

*Data collection and research into matters affecting the

conservation of the valley.

The Symposium further resclved that; -

*A Hawkesbury River fcreshore park system should be es-
tablished for public recreation, using the concept of public
acess rights over private land (similar to the English National
Park System). _

*Planning controls within the Hawkesbury Valley be re=-
viewed so as to; -

-Ensure the retention of historic buildings and areas,
with control over the scale of buildings t¢ be erected in or
near such areas.

-Avcid small rural subdivisions except where these are
designed for bona fide agricultural purpeses.

.=Specifically zone prime agricultural land to ensure
its retenticn as such,

* That sericus ccmsideration, based on actual research
as to people's wishes, be given to the pessibility cf planning
to phase cut the growth of Sydney by the year 2000.

*That on the introducticn of the new planning legislation,

. the Government be asked to declare the Hawkesbury Valley catch-
ment as a sub-region.

The press release alsc stated;- "Many cf the papers and
a great deal of the discussion centred on population pressures
which threaten the scenic beauty and other natural qualities of
the Hawkesbury Valley, and the need for cc-ordinated planning to
protect the region for recreaticnal use".






























