












The meeting was called by the Total Environment Centre and the Lower Blue Mountains 

Conservation Society, and chaired by Milo Dunphy. 

Speakers were Mr Lindsay Paish, assistant Planner for Blue Mountains City Council. Mr George 

Clarke, Director of Urban Systems Planners, Mrs Elain Kaldy of the Federation of Blue Mountains 

Progress Associations, Graham Alcorn of our Society. Professor Max Hatherly summarised the main 

arguments presented by each speaker. 

Several resolutions were carried by the meeting, some of which were: Believing that a population of 

approximately 160,000 people is utterly inconsistent with the maintenance of the outstanding 

natural and scenic values of the Blue Mountains, this meeting urges the Blue Mountains City Council 

to reject any further action on the current Blue Mountains Statutory Planning Scheme. 

That pending an ecological investigation , Conservation Societies who have not previously done so, 

should consider strong endorsements of Alternative Future One presented to the Blue Mountains 

City Council by its consultant planners. 

This meeting endorses the proposal that the physical separation of existing Blue Mountains Villages 

should be emphasised by restrictive zoning of intervening lands and in some cases by government 

acquisition. 

Because the shallow soils of the Blue Mountains overlie a great depth of impermeable sandstone, 

and because development along the Central Ridge seriously threatens the creeks and streams which 

depend for their steady supply of water on the upland swamps, this meeting urges the Blue 

Mountains City Council to adopt special measures to protect all stream catchments in its area. 

This meeting draws attention to the urgent need to cope with the serious pollution of most streams 

and rivers in the Blue Mountains area. The highest priority should be given by all levels of 

government to the correction of this situation. 

That this meeting recommends that clearing for building construction be limited to development 

site, and submission for additional clearing be accompanied by a landscape plan. 

*****  ***** 

A FINE CONSERVATION CONFERENCE 

The 1975 Conference of the Nature Conservation Council of NSW held in the University of Sydney on 

October 18th culminated 20 years of operation. In all 70 resolutions were debated and decisions 

made in an informed and businesslike manner which reflected the growing maturity of the 

Conservation movement. 

Hailed as a big step forward during the year was the New South Wales Environment Centre in 

Broadway, established by the Nature Conservation Council with funds granted by the Australian 

Government. A printed report showed that 59 widely diverse citizens environment organisations had 

used the centre during the year. 






