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Man 1s an organism, So human ecology
ig concerned with man in relation to
other organisms and to his
environment,
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STRAW-NECKED IB/§ JOIN THE GOULD LEAGUE OF BIRD LOVERS vy " i 1 v,
1 BIR.DS ('ONT 0 @ e ;
R.0. Slatyer, Prof. Biology,
GLY l\‘(}ll.l Dlﬁlk\((o\(’(lll\‘k]’ll NOCIVE A N U
TA TIOYAIA NEPIOPIZOYN TA ENTOMA.

3 - : Avstralian Natural History-
December 1970.

OUR__SOCIBTY

GbNbRAL MESTINGS
Hor different reasons, (including the Annual General Meeting
in March), we have had only oune guest speaker in the first
quarter of this year. In January, Mr Wilson Alcorn, one of
our active members, gave an illustrated account of his
travels in west,Auutrwlla with some excellent shots of
wildflowers.: -

el In April, Mr. W, Watson, of extensive bushwalking experience
and a member of loung standing, will give an illustrated
talk on some of his travels. ;

At the May mgutlnb, we will have the privilege of hcariug
Mr Alien strom, our Patron. His subject:?The Local Jociety
in the Consexrvation Programme of the Stated.

June Meeting will will be @ member's night. On previous

nights tacre has not always been sufficicnt time to view
- cverybody's slides, Qo perhaps those planning for this
e could restrict themscelves to their 10 best slides.

e

TOWY PLANNING COMMITTES, . o

Members of this Committcee cre still busy. The latest
move has been to apply to the Australiocn Govdrnment for
for a gramt %c¢ carry out « study on the Bluo Mouuntains,
We would hope by this to cstablish that this is an arca
of & speeis ) nature, namcly w natural fresh-air cnd re-
crcation arcea and skould be comsidered as such in the
determination of fﬁturv populaticn., :

Also, uubnlSSlCnu hwvv bednt prepared cndluct o, oo v
1) Urban Systems on the Strategy Plon Commout Bocoklotd;
2) Blue MOuﬂtwlﬂu City Coumncil rc¢ the Kings Tablolond
and¥Decr Park® j 3¢ The Minister for Londs and Forests
(Hou. M.a,Morrig) mdgarding Kicgs Pablelend with its
“heathlend aud ‘u01u4t Abox 1ulhul sites. and. 4), The. Interim
Culﬂlﬂi‘t't(,u o1 The Ntw'tl szl Botate, cu londs we. gelisider
should be zequived.
OD th\.} 1«,«.1:"5(.]:9 l\..rw.\.lcy j)bua‘luu'u tlx»V\,llLd t‘_} dydl}.uy' v
nttend o uvbmluo cllcd by that Gommittee. Throo Trlp)
have been mode to byd‘uv by other Committee members o
A cozisullt v G Ulbf-,;;n‘y-.» RIS 11 TENN rotor P}.‘lLwau Tl I e bl G il
Porkss dgmded Shioil, saaid, D Benry Reehor, Lnlpf Beulugiut
gy, G 3ﬁu Auutru‘l_llli\ sum, B
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

This took place in tiarch, and most of the previous office-
bearers were re-elected, May we again point out the valuable “work
volunteered by those manning the Conservation Hut on weekends and
holidays. More vclunteers will always be welcomed. Contact Mrs.
Griffith (Ph.57-1597) if you would like to put in a day. You . ..
can also contact the Secretary (Kevin Smith, Ph.82-2594), prefer-
ably Friday afternoon or evening. or President Bob Douglass,

(Phone 82-2081) for information about what is going on.

ECOLOCY TOR EVERYONE

Out of cur conceéd¥nfor the quality of"the environment, many
related issues arise. One of these 1s the packaging industry. - _
Take paper for example. Australians pay millions of dollars every
Year simply to dispose of paper used for no other purpose than for
wraoping the foocd and other articles they use. In practiecal terms,
we also lose some of our natural heritage cvery year, bit by bit,
as wood is needed to make paper. Ideally more than one tree should
be planted for every .one taken, but this is rnot being done, and "
slowly, but surely, we are losing our native forest“afaqs; What
can we do? Cne averue which individuals can foilow is to stop
buying packaged goods where pessible, and buy bulk where possiblc.

(Every little hig helps). To this end I am interested in starting
a2l co=cperative il I visit that unpleasant metropolis every
week, ‘and it hag ¢ that this coul rut to good

age I regulariy.buy those Toods in bul ‘wantities which -

=e- SUCh' dtems as dried
s Llou> andé goion.” Move
ed for bulk buyinz if :some
1o fdnd your. groce :

then do not hesitate to calli
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Qur December walk tock the form of & ramble around the Valley.
of Waters Reserve, and os always on these cccasions we were struck

by the fact thit no matter wherce elsc we ro. or how far we travel, °
Wentwerth Falls is really the mest beautiful ¢ all +he Reserves

I IS M,

We were only a small party, about eighs think, and it was a
fine thotegh ecoolisy o O interest us: orchids
for our experts, and dainty viclets, boreni s Terns, and of course
the views for the rest of us. We had lunch at Denfenella and then
returned te the Hut to meet the rest of the party who had come for
the cembined Barbecue and Christmos Carcl singing. The Gocd Neighe
bour Cholr sang for us, we always enjoy their visits, and Mrs. &
Wintzler, who accompanicd herse’f on her guitar sang sweetly:
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finally we had a new talent, a "soul singer; we can't tell who he
Was,; but he came from the storeroom and wags cavily disguised in an
211 envelcoping green cleak under which was an even more enveloping
beard, but we shall surely be hearirg mocrc ~f him: Or should we
Zeep the storerocom locked:

s T SR

February ist, Pairs Cox's Cave and Mt. Piddington. .
Thirteen of us met Honse, Mt. Viétoria, and had a most" g
enjoyable day, the @ cnd not teo not; we proceeded down =,

the track which was much drier taan usual, 30 no lecches to terrify
us! Some moembers wont P te the little glin to scc the Fairy's
Bower, whilst octhers waited on the track. We went cn teo Cox's Cave
where we climbed .vp the stecep path to Mt. Pidcdington: the raock form-.
ations were imprecsive. and levely glimpsc: to the valley were seen.
Lunch was partaken on the suimilt of Mt. Piddingtién. After lunch we
strclled aleng the path to Ieornes Point and though the view was

very fine from there, we were saddened to sec the clearing of so
much of the Valley below, £0 many trees gone, and the resultant
ercsion only teoo visible. : E
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back. at’ Mt~ Piddington thé'paftypé%ﬁit"up for theé return- journey,

six electing to go by rocad, six via the bush, and one 'don't know

‘who'finally threw in his lot with the road party.  We. went down

‘the steps to Pairy Bower and found the merest trickle, and a very
. small pool indeed.  Afternoon tea 'was taken when we were all met .
-.at the picnic. place. Our botanists had.much to interest them

and we were all happy at hearing & lyre bird calling strongly.

though we were unable to catch sight of him; however he left a -

beautiful long plume on .the pathway for us to pick up and we - .-

hope to find a home for it in the Hut. After tea several members

"éntertained™ us with some songs, whilst the rest fled! '

B - L emes ==M& J. Vaughan-

Nt R .

On April 5th our group med at Cahill's Leekout to ‘walk - -
via the Devil's Holc up Nelly's-Glen to the Marked Tree. Having
. got through the Hole (without seeing thce 614 Chap) we had diffi-
-.culty in maintaining the dirced-poutc planncd, -Retracing some
of- our steps we took-a path rewnd the cliff to where the water-
supply from the Fish River-ds-espricd up the Narrow Neck. Here -
‘sgveral ladders go up the cliff. facc alongside the line. N
: Scrambling down wu veryesgoon came to two morc ladders and
“after descending thoesv the way-was along an casy track., Soon
we came to & housc thatched with burk, stock yards, horsis,
‘people and cars. I thought a homse-sale might be toking plocoe,
but upon cnquiry w.s told:#We-ewe shooting Ben Hall®, We left -
him to his" fote as we had -someemiles to go with the way getting-
- 8teuper the farther we went.  As-we passcd the Marked Troe I,
"for one, thought we¢ had haed & good diy, and the three children -
of %the purty wgreced thicy would-met nced « lullaby that night,

Perhapsg in time we 'shalt sce Ben on ABC Television. : %

?7~-R,E.M.D,
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Egturc Outings R :
- oMay 3rd, Me.t Leurw School 9.30-<m  destingtion Mt Huy.,

S ]

CJunc Tth Meet Hazolbrook stotien 10.00qm dustinetion B Terruce fullg
Juiy 5th Meet Bluckheath stn 40,00 destingtion.along Six Foot Trk.
August -2 nd Muet Foulconbridgos-adn 10.00‘am”dcsiiﬁution Porkes  Gully
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BIRD BEHAVIOUR
A reader has sent the followirdg Thteresting obsérvations:

_ Have you noticed that birds often behave like humans? Mother
Magpie ignored the urgent clamour 8f baby Magpie for the grub she
-had unearthed; when she swallowed it herself baby rolled on his back
with feet in the air, in an apparént’tantrum, and "played dead’ until.
he realised it was getting him nothing, Buby Rosella clamoured 1oud§§
@t mother rosella on the branch of & Eucalypts as She seemed not to. .
notice, baby moved closer and hit her with its wing. Junior curra- . .
wong - joined the adults and competed for food; senior currawong’ gave:’ .
its tail feathers a pull.  Submis®t¥e adult curruwong asserted. ite .
:sclf.as Soon as big boss .authority flew aAWaY ., i i e s
_..0r do. humans oftcn behave like birds? Maybe both have a common
hu;@tage of basic bchaviour patterns, which they learn to modify
2ecording to life-style, -intelligence and idcéals? - _ e ‘

. A _CONSERVATTONIST IN SOUTH AFRICA 300 YEARS AGO.
. A peader has sent the followilg. ¢xtruct from the . journal of -
_Jan van Riebesck:~ October 26, 1657."The commander toduy went to in~
v 8pect d forest, the freo earpentdr, Loendert Cornclissen of

.Zuvcnﬁuijscn,wishcd to nave the.gele right to obtain timbor from it,
Lo inesueh Ghway.that the forost:would=buffer no dumage but would b b

Credmprovedy ol R : : i - bt
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IN“ PhOmbb OF}NATUg

Prior ¥q. 1 2aving N. S.u.,dl. Ccc, Salnty has- Drbuuﬂt :d %o ¢neiﬂ
Society a book containing his .excellent phot ographs-of the- =
-Nature Trail.. It is on display in the hut and should lﬂgPlBOLAg
many people to sct off ulonb tnb’Tfﬁll Py s mw RGeS

A conscrvaticn socicty nct far Irdm Wilsca's Promontory willw'
bo in the epviable p csition of 6&1n1nc the active bupp(rt of R e
Cée, and Rita bwlnty.- / gl e
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The Louruh ruCurdpa ufuc1mbn UL B ToTs orcehid, aGEVPb“ﬂtnbmlu Far
slateri, wis found rucently ot Wordwerth Falls. It wes. unearthed,
ALoF it srows unavr"rjund) with o -elump of wallaby grass (Danthoniag’ sp N
At a casuul glance it is not .erchad .dike., Tto whlzluh Lluuﬂy .
"ztalk?, about Zinch in diumete Ty Eurmlanyo'ln 2. head 12 “alwm\tpr
made up of a Cluubvr gf little Poniths®: on G p cf cuch is o orine

et

tiny ‘rbhla Tlower. .
' ol L
*  BOYD SLATEAU SAVED # : o

“0ne of the biggeet victirics WyS.W. congervatienists have hud

in o long timeY, is how Milg Duvnhy, & vice-president of tho
CAugtr ¢11¢n Conservati-n Feoundati described the ‘decivion: that . 5
thcre would Be nd pluhting of pjlbngh the Beya P¢“tbuu(b m.n April'lﬁr)w
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The ngw Minister for Louds ands qrbutu, Mr, Murri -accepte d tnc
<-Stute Pollutisn Ceuntr l Commiswsisa's recommendati ng uéwlnut furg m;
Lommissi neprapssaly to cloear 16,QQQ acreliol vEars An Porogt. fpr :
pine plamtutiosn, s

. ST . : -
Referring to the vusteincd cumpaign to suave the Pl@tuwu, Mr. Mii#;., <
Duicpiny said 'it h.od token five yowes of work by shout o hundr. g s

conoervation gr ups wnd over oic Fhousund individuwdle.

Our Scecicty playced its part, ud-olss mony of our members os
individusles, Outstonding am.ng these were Hortin ond Botty Kaub,
whe persistently progscd the issuge during the five yeurs. of ThE e
compuigic, : e ;

& ; . s

Fing d‘ca.i'jd” e Bq}"f'.C £

The attitude of the Blue Mguntalns Clty Coun011 .was most encour
aging. In a.letter td the State Pollution Control Commission,. -
--Louncil specifically supperted the submissdon sent by our boclety
and added its own submission callxng for‘”complete abandoument of
the development proposals” .

S |

2 R o o Wbt 1.&
s "The Boyd Plateau being conilpuouo with the Southern exten310ﬁ

of Narrow Neck. Peninsula and with . the Wild Dog Mouptains area, the'
whole is an integral part of the Blue Mouantains Regioni, the BﬂLC
‘submissioan. said, and “the CQ&Q@L_~~ +0f the view thaf. auy dlbturbaace
of leqtlnb 'w11ugrnb8“’. arcas ¥ '@ be strenuously avozaud“

Mz Morris has indicatbdit t
carca of thePlatecaw being -added %
(At present it is- part, of the Kot

-+ ists will continue to pross fors
f‘z~bnt1roty~wm£$'be'w1%nin-tup“1g@1
;w=bbloaﬂs qnghwafc f@r~a@st erity

sfln favour: of thL dlS@utgdwwM»; "l
we Kahangra-Boyd '] ﬂatloﬁal Park, 27
garoo-State Forcst. Consarvatlon_
==50 - -that bhb flatuwu A% ltS*‘
naturally e




























