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" -The world we must seek is a world in
which the creative spirit is alive, in
which life is an adventure full of joy,
and hope ... Such a worldiB.possible,
it waits only for men to wish to create
.l.'t i
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x —- Bertrand Russell.,

QUR_SOCIETY
PLANNING FOR THE BLUE MOUNTAINS

In the past few months, we have become more involved with
this work. Of primary concern is the King's Tableland., The
large area of montane heathland around the Deer Park is being
threatened by proposals to expand the Deer Park, and other
developments.

The Blue Mountains City Council agreed to receive a detailed
submission on this matter from the Society. Accordingly this
was prepared by our Planning Commitiee and went to Couneil
on November 1st.

Following on the publication of Altermative Futures by
Urban Systems, the public participation programme is now underway,
lTed by Mr Mikel Ball. Our Planning Committee, along with.
~interested members, met with Mr Ball in the participation bus
late in November. The important points arising from this meeting
were:-—

The need to encourage active public involvement, as
Council's decisions to continue in this way will depend on the
degree to which the public have supported the programme,
especially by filling in the comment booklets.

-The importance of pressing for an ecological study of the
whole Blue Mountains area, and the need to control development
until this is done,

-The urgent need for short term env1ronmenta1 plans and
implementation of these.

FIRE PREVENTION LEAFLET

It is quite possible we may experience a long hot summer
this season. So on the recommendation of the Bushfire Committee
of the Society, we had placed in the Blue Mountains Gazette a
half page advertisement depicting the leaflet "Householders
Bushfire Guide-&What To Do, earlier produced by the committee.
There are still leaflets at The Hut if anybody has other ways
of disseminating this information. Our thanks to Katoomba and
Springwood Rotary for assistance in paying for the advertisement.

BUSHFIRE RE GENERATION _STUDY

A further recommendatlon was that we commence a five year
- study of the Ingar Swamp region, recently burnt by the
- National Parks aud Wildlife Service as part of their control
burn policy. Some of our . members formed a working party,
visited the area early in November, staked out a site and
counted the species, It is proposed to do this at 3 monthly
intervals. s ; ' :
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L. U2, CONEERENCE ., continueatt SOTLA R0 Bl Ve oo aa s
Mr B J McDonald, Managing Director of Macfield -Corporation,
Chairman, Planning and Environment Sub—committee, Urban Development
Institute of Australia, ‘echoed the need for the enactment and imple-
mentation of a national land use policy, and stated that social
revolution and "green bans® issues resulted from completely outdated
planning legislation, There was a need for State and Federal Govern-—
nent to give mandatory directions to local government, described as
the leaderless legion, According to this view, we should stop pre-
occupation with 1/4 acre lots and establish variable density commu-
nities. He proposed that new density Zoning codes be developed by
state from national policy. It was time for the nation to recognise
that housing policy is only partly a policy if it looks only to the
structure and ignores the land and if it looks only to the quantity
and ignores the quality.

Other speakers dealt with open space in the urban situation,
cxpressways, and legal aspects. The symposium was well attended,

cspeclally by men from the town planning departments of various —————

councils; so some good may come out of it.

i

-=Kevin Smith.

SUSPENDED GROWTH

In his garden at Glenbrook, Mick Dark showed me a healthy
specimen of Dendrobium speciosum, the "Rock Lily" orchid. For
~orty years, Mick said, this plant sat in his father's garden at
fatoomba and never grew a leaf, a bud or 2 bulb. Neither aid it
lose one, When shifted to Glenbrook it flowered profusely the
iirst year.

On my verandah in a plastic pot is a Woody Pear Seedling
.~ylomelum pyriforme) which has had only its two seed leaves for

vhree years, It has now entered its fourth year of this strange,
cicotyledonous existence,

—--Graham Alcorn

ACCOMMODATION AT WIRRIMBIRRA SANCTUARY, BARGO.

The Hon. Secretary, Kath Groat has asked us to publish the
~cllowing details of Wirrimbirra Sanctuary, which she says has many
Zeatures likely to be of interest for a group visit.

Cabin Accommodation., The maximum of 24 people can be accommodated .
-1 three cabins each with 8 bunks with foam rubber mattresses,

sach cabin is self-contained with electric light, kitchen sink with
running water, electric stove and refrigerator. An outdoor fireplace
with table and benches is available near each cabin for barbecue
cooking. Hot showers and toilet facilities are also available., It

is necessary to bring bed linen and blankets. Cost: $2. per person
ver night; $1. per child 5-9 years, children unaer'Byears no charge .
Sookings 2 weeks in advance with $1. per person deposit.

Scokings are to be made with the Ranger Tel, (046) 84-112 or

virrimbirra Sanctuary Hume Highway, Bargo., N.S.W. 2574,

A

4 cleaning fee of $2. is charged if tenants do not wish to attend
to this matter themselves,

_‘onference Accommodation. A well equipped classroom with heating
cnd electric light is available for use as a conference or meeting
vlace. This is not likely to be available during the daytime on
school days however. ;

wirrimbirra is situated between Picton and Bargo, 59 miles from
syaney G.P,0. 2 miles south of the Bargo Bridge on the eastern side
of the Hume Highway and is clearly sign-posted. When there you can
cvplorethe 'home site', enjoy the flowers and birds, follow one or
~ore of the study trails in the forest area, with guide notes and
-=arn about this interesting environment, -Nearby are Thirlmere Lakes,
Soego River, the Pot-Heles;-Pheasants Nest, Avon & Nepean Dams .
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SAVING ROADSIDE VERGES

Whilst on a trip to W.A. recently, I heard an excellent falihbﬁwmwu
a Construction Engineer of the Main Roads Dept. on minimising

damage to natural flora during road construction.

This involves stripping and stockpiling topsoil and vegetation
with bulldozers fitted with root rake dblades, instead of the normal
ones. On lighter land disc ploughs are used, whlle pin wheel rakes
put the vegetation to one side.

The scars of roadwork are topdressed with the old topsoil and
the vegetation mulch and excellent regrowbth is resulting. Not only
is it cheaper than past methods, but it holds the road shoulder
together, provides a cushion for motorists who fall asleep and leave -
the road, and maintenance is minimul.,

A very encouraging development which appears now to be stan-
dard practice of the Main Roads Dept. of Western Australia,

—~-Wilson Alcorn

HONOUR TO VINCE SERVENTY

The Australian Natural History Medalion for 1974 has been
presented to-Mr Vincent Serventy, The Medallion has been awarded
annually since 1940 to the person deemed to have made the most
outstanding contribution to Australian Natural History,
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TWO NEW BIRDS_FOR THE MOUNTAINS

After our statement in the last issue that Rainbow Birds have
not been seen in the Blue Mountains, Mick Dark produced a2 photo of —
one he took at EBuroka, in the National Park, at Glenbrook. Ranger
John Buhr told him theybreed there.

In pastel shades of green, blue and orange, with a long beak
and two wire-like feathers projecting beyond the tail, these beautiful
birds belong to an 01d World family of Bee-—eaters. They build
their nest at the end of a tunnel dug in a soft bank,

f A second new bird, was shown me by the redoubtable Mick Dark—-
a White-throated Nightjar, Eurostopodus mystacalis,

These birds, beautifully mottled black, grey and brown, are
rarely seen. They huat insects on the wing at night. Nightjars—-
there are over 60 specles throughout the world—-are almost perfect
examples of protective colouration., This species generally roosts
on the ground during the daytime, when-it—bilends, where it blends
perfectly with the dead leaves, rocks, sticks etc. The single
egg is laid on the ground, without a nest, usually on a dry ridge.

The White-throated Nightjar is confined to the East coast of
Australia, also New Guinea and the Solomon Islands, It has a weird
cackling call and is sometimes called the Laughing Owl.

Our bird was found in the backyard of a house on a bushy ridge
in Blaxland in late October, =The bird secmed dazed, Mick's kind
neighbours tried to save it by force feeding it and keeping it on



























