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"The degree of eivilisation of any
people may be judged by their
attitude to wildlife, which is
entirely at their mercy.®
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| QFFICE-BEAREKS for 1974-75.

President: Mr, R. Douglass, 23 Martin S5t, Katoomba, 82~-2081
Secretary: Mr. XK. Smith, 32 Third Av., Katoomba, 82-2594
Mrs A. Wintgler has again taken on the Treasurer's job.

Mrs E Norman is our new Hut Roster Supervisor,

Mr K Gorringe has already been busy as our new Publicity
officer,

1f yon see any news items relating to our Socliety and work,
-~ Mrs C Van Der Held, our Research ang Records Officer, will
be pleased to hear about it.

Other officer-bearers continue from the previous T

We thank all those who freely volunteered their services
in 1973-74 for a job well domne,

WORKING~BEES : ;
These continue to be held at the BHut at intervals, the
Latest being Mon. June 10. WMiss Winsome Gregory, Hut Curator,
will be only too glad to hand you & hammer, paintbrush
or whatever,

TOWN PLAN SUBMISSION:
Much work has gone into this submission, perhaps one of
the most important publications produced by the Society.
It is well worth reading., The submission shows Just how
vulnerable the Blue Mountains area 1is, as a vital watershed,
and how important it is to conserve and rightly use what
water and other resources we have. Interested people may

v buy a copy at $1-60, or alternatively, read the copy in
the library.

AUSTRALTAN CONSERVATICN FOUNDATIGN is a national non-profit organ—
isation set up to promote the understanding and practice
of conservation. Right now, they would like you to
become a member, because the greater the membership, the
greater will be its influence on decisions being taken in
Australia on environmental pollution and conservation.
Full membership entitles you to a monthly newsletiter &
national conservation magagzine, "habitat® as well as other
occasional publications,

[ Ald. P. Quirk was our guest speaker for April. He brought
' out some important points relating to water supply and
conservation, of the legal battles with developers, and
the importance of demographic evidence as a basis for town
planning, :
The May meeting was members night. Some high guality s
slides were shown of flora and fauna, people and places,
with Mr Ken Gorringe operating the projector,
At our June meeting MNrs Dorothy Hall, a lady well known
in Sydney for her knowledge of herbs and weeds, gave a
most interesting talk on this subject.
/8o interesting. ..
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So interesting, in fact that a Katoomba bookshop subsequ-
ently received 8 orders for copies of her book, "The Book
of Herbs®., Unfortunately, only one could be supplied as
it is out of print.

LIBRARY: :
Books and periodicals continue to swell the shelves. The
Society is a corporate member of many organisations, and
their Journals, along with other books, are there for
members to read and borrow, a month at a time. Ask Miss
Pinniger, our Librarian about anything you want to read,
on meeting nights: Some recent additions include: “Thb
Eight for The Forests", by R.& V. Routley. This book
was donated by Mrs Small. For a well documented account
of the takeover of Australian Forests for Pines, Wood~chips
and intensive Forestry, this is the book to read. If you
haven't the time, the December issue of "Ecology Action
Newsletter®is a special on the Woodchip Tragedy. Other
journals and newsletters regularly arriving include
"The National Parks Journal®¥®, A.,C.P, Newsletter,
“Australlan Wildlife® (ncws;etter of Wildlife Preservation
Society of Australia), Natiomal Trust Bulletin,
Wildlife in Australia (Magazine of Wildlife Preservation
Society of Queensland).

An important Conference was held in November of last

yvear at Canberra involving Australia’s leading thinkers

in conservation., A report of proceedings is now available_
For an overall picture of the comservation scene in
Australia, this is the thing to read. See Miss Pinniger

if you want te read it.

DONATIONS -
This year the Society made a donation to the Colong Comm_
ittee. The Committee has for years been fighting to
presexrve the Kanangra/Boyd area from exploitation by
mining and pine culture. If certain mining companies had
" their way, part of this area would bhe mined, leading
to the pollution of the only major unpolluted tributary
in N.5,W.~~the Kowmung River. It would also mean the
intrusion of a major industrial concern into our most
important wilderness area, destroying its character. There
are also plans afoot to remove some sizeable portions of
native forest and plant pines there. So in this fight
to save fThe area, the Colong Committee needs all the
support it can get.

Another donation made was to Total Environment Centre,

a non-profit organisation founded im Feb. 1972. Con-
cerned with natural and urban environments it is able to
react swiftly against spoiling forces at work in a modern
economy. It is financed by donations but is available

to be commissioned to prepare specific studies.

BITS AND PIECES:
Thanks to Mrs Atkin for her presentation of a hand-painted
tablecloth., Also to Miss I Mackenzie for a sketch of
Hakeas, now hanging in the Hut.....Talking about hydro-
carbons poliuting the atmosphere, have you heard that
(according to U.S.A. Environment Protection Agency),
ten cows can burp cnough gas a year to heat a small house.

HUT EXHIBITS
Recently a box where new specimens maJ be left has been

aged - under the 57 v1n Lgount 1@ the Hut.
R AR m ot i ot a§oin ehe  But g drealways appreciated,

especialiy one of 1ocal origin, It is desirable that
asmuch Information as possihls about the specimem be
supplied, includin where and when it was found, and
<t aghat S4B SR o tene aoubtiui it ‘ean be ldentlﬁied).
Please also give the name of the donor.
/Boyd, Plateauk. ..
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Dage 3.

BOYD PLATEAU.

Material for the "Save the Boyd Plateau" gspecial display
in the Hut was supplied by Martin Kaub; the photographs
were lent to him. Members are urged to read it casand
aeth,

LOCAL MAPS;

OUTINGS,

e

The Society is grateful to Martin Kaub for revising and
re-drawing the local track map, and for having it printed,
It is now more attractive and on better quality paper,
and it is selling well. Two other track maps (Leura:s
Katoomba areas) produced by Martin are on display on

one of the Ilapboards in the Hut.

The March outing took the form of an overnight camp at
the Boyd River. Ten or eleven folk thoroughly enjoyed
this experience, giving as it did easy access to Kanang-

-ra walls, Those of you who are familiar with that ares

will know that it is one of the most spectacular and
beautiful places anywhere in the Mountains, and I venture
to say, in N.S.W.

In April we again enjoyed the beauty and comparatively
easy walking of Narrow Neck, Katoomba. This is a walk
that never fails to inspire, with the great rocks and
deep valleys on one side and the peaceful farmlands of
the Megalong Valley on the other,

Victoria Palls, at Mt. Victoria, was decided on for May,
end in spite of the fact that there had been almost in-
cessant rain for days and even weeks beforehand we found
the path in excellent condition in most places and the
three to four mile driving track from the Great Westeru
Highway was also in good conditicm. The recent rains
made the Palls very spectacular with a great volume of
water pouring over,

On all these walks there is always the interest and
sometimes the thrill of discovering many and varied trees,
shrubs, ferns, flowers, fungi, birds and insects and

of course various types of orchids.

-~Nora Dillon.,

a-Sad Toss:

B

Not long after writing the above report, our outings
organiser, Nora Dillon passed away. She was beloved by
all members of the Society who knew her, and will be sadly
missed. She had an unflagging love for the beauty of

the Blue Mountains which was reflected in her enthusiastic
Outings Reports to the monthly meetings and Newsletter.

Nora d4id regular Hut Duty over many years and was always
available to do extra duty when some other member could
not attend. 4 person of outstanding character who did
many kindnesses,

The sad news- has just come to hand of the death of
another member, Miss Nurah Jefferson., Miss Jefferson
had been an active member of The Naturalists Society of
N.S.W. before settling at Wentworth Falls, when she
immediately gave her support to this Society. She had
a considerable knowledge of the native flora and
delighted to introduce others to it.,

We' extend oﬁr sympathy to the relatives of Miss Dillon
and Miss Jefferson,
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bage 4.
DESCRIPTICN OF A WALK INTO GOVEIT'S GORGE VIA

BEAUCHAMP FALLS & BACK VIA GOVETT'S TBAP.

he following is an account of what might happen to those
committed To the "come out%, rain, hail, or shine® philosophy.
Be warned!

Cn the morning of Saturday 20th April, three brave souls
set out upon what was to be a journey of the first water. Making
our way along the sodden track, we noticed some outstanding growths
of fungi in many damp places on rotting logs, fallen litter and
tree trunks, probably the result of recent prolonged downfalls,

We had never before laid our dripping eyes on such a diversity

of Species in size, shape or colour. Fainy .clubsy DBracket fungi,
Puffballs, assorted toadstoolS......they were all there, displaying
their best. In one splashing incident, a member of the trio
managed to examine at close hand a toadstool ath size of a dinner
plate.

Surprisingly enough, we found scme wood which could be
used to prepare our aqueous beverage, but we had to consume our
infusion unde¢r dank conditions, As we squelched our way up
Govett's Leap, one felt overwhelmed by a sense of otherworldliness,
as the mist and cloud seemed to be all at once below us, around
us and above us. On reaching the creck on top, there were moments
of apprehension as we imagined ourselves being washed over
Govett!s Licap Fallsh

Although by this time we had well and truly reached
saturation point, we still managed to ccnverse on the problems
of the world in this age of Aquarius, of today's wishy-washy
society and how important it was To keep one's head above water.

and we look forward

In all, the day was & sozking success, 4
in this sunburnt\??7?)

with undampened enthusiasm to our next ramble
country.
--Kevin Smith

HHH® K
ON A DEAD ROCBIN.

Small, yellow-breasted onec whose watchful eye
Followed the turning earth beneath our spade
For luckless grub. or hapless worm;

Companion of the lonely track,

Joining us when the billy boiled

For crumbs and company -—-

Smakl oA rTerrdityyvicariess one,

Farewell.,

~-- Wilson Alcorn.

% e
Maclura spp.

Newsletter No 13 gave a brief note on the 'Osagc Orange.
Purther information may be of interest to those who, visiting
pastoral districts of the Central Tablelands, may have come upon
the tree in fruit. On seeing the fruit they will understand why
it immediately evoked the curiosity of James and Molley Vaughan
when they collected a specimen from a tree on a property at
Bannaby, near Taralga, in autumn 1973. Their host, not a long-time
resident, was unable to give them any information, Later James
showed their specimen--"my embroidered lemony Molly nick-named it-—-
to Bob Douglass who identified it.

In 1962 Bob and I saw a row of thé trees hedging an old farm
on River Road, Dubbo. It was autumn and they were hung with
globula fruits. We showed our specimen to a Forestry Officer
visiting Dubbo on duty. He had no idea as to its identity, but
it wag well-known to a local woman, born in the district. It was,
she told us, "a horse orange¥ (An interesting folk corruption of
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