












On February 28, Mr Ingram of the Mount Tomah Society, gave a most interesting lecture on the 

evolutionary development and spread of Australian plants. Did you know that plants have migration 

routes? 

SYMPATHY: A sad loss to the community and to her family, was experienced by the passing of 

Margery Anderson who had been a long time member of this Society. We send our condolences to 

Mr Anderson. 

DEPARTURE: Graham Alcorn has left for Europe to indulge in some bird-watching. You are booked 

up as a guest speaker Graham, so come back prepared. 

HUT ROSTER: Thanks! To all members of the Roster who worked so hard to keep the Hut open 

daily during the long school holidays.  

We still need more helpers as there are not enough yet to keep the Hut open every weekend 

without some members doing extra duty. 

Anyone interested in helping with this is invited to ring Springwood 51-2140 and I will be glad to give 

details. 

Mollie Vaughan 

MEMBERSHIP: Memberships have remained at a high level during the year. We have lost several 

valued friends and consistent supporters and continue to feel their loss. However twenty six new 

members mostly local have joined our ranks and brought new talents and interests into the activities 

of the Society. We welcome all new members and appreciate the help of several both local residents 

and those who come further afield to help on the work. 

Keen photography and an added interest in botanical investigation of herbs have widened our scope 

on outings. 

We have been most grateful for new workers at the Hut and hope to find a few more to lift the load 

from some of the willing shoulders. 

Visits to the Conservation Hut remain at about the same level and come from all the Australian 

States and from thirty-three overseas countries. 

Memberships - renewals are due and early receipt of subscriptions will be appreciated. 

Isobel Bowden.  Membership Secretary. 

BIRD LIST: There is to be a poster in the Hut listing the birds seen on the Blue Mountains. It 

would be more interesting if coloured photographs of some of these birds could be added. 

Could members help please by giving me any such photos from old magazines etc. They should be 

on reasonably good quality paper, and no bigger than about 5 inch by 4 inch. 

Winsome Gregory.  Curator. 





ORCHID REAPPEARS 

The pretty little green-hood (Pterostylis reflexa) has been seen at Mount Victoria. A previous 

recording was at Clarence twenty five years ago. This is a distinctive little flower with filiforme points 

to the segments. It is similar in superficial characters to Pt. revolute but about half the size, and 

having more rufus tints. The colony consisted of only five Flowering plants.  

Nearby grew a specimen of the hyacinth orchid (Dipodium punctatum) thirty eight inches high, and 

with beautiful rich colouring in the flowers. 

Mr Don Blaxell of the Herbarium staff, Royal Botanic Gardens, Sydney is engaged in research into the 

Genus Prasophyllum and has been to the Blue Mountains to obtain material during the Autumn. 

*Isobel Bowden 

WELCOME SWALLOW STUDY 

Members are asked to look out for dead Welcome Swallows (Hirundo neoxena). If they have bands 

on their legs, send the bands to CSIRO Canberra. Mrs P Park, organiser of the Welcome Swallow 

Banding Project, has written this request. 

The object of the project is to find out something of their migratory movements from Tasmania to 

the mainland. Up till now, no Tasmanian banded Welcome Swallow has been picked up on the 

mainland, or vice versa, Mrs Park writes. 

**************** 

Editor: Graham Alcorn PO Box 39, Blackheath 

MIXED FLOCKS OF BIRDS 

With the main breeding season over, it is not unusual from now on through the Autumn to see 

mixed flocks of small, insect-eating birds. Do they join forces for an hour or two, or for a long period? 

On 3 occasions over a 3 week period last May and early June, my backyard was visited by a flock of 

Buff-tailed Thornbills, accompanied each time by one male Scarlet Robin, one Yellow Robin and 

some Striated Thornbills. So it seems this interesting assemblage knocks around together. On the 

last visit they were joined by a female Scarlet Robin and two Brown Thornbills.  

The first three species get the bulk of their food on the ground and my open grainy shrubbery and 

weed-filled vegetable garden would suit them well. Unusual, however, to see a Yellow Robin out in 

the open country like this as they generally keep to the thickly timbered slopes and gullies. 

As the feeding habits of each species in these mixed flocks are different, it would seem that they do 

not compete for the available insects and may even help one another, one species in the course of 

its feeding, stirring up insects the other wants: Anyhow their cheerful visits are a delight, and an 

added pleasure is the knowledge of the great number of insects they are demolishing in my garden. 

Graham Alcorn 








