




















A parent would arrive at the next tree from some way off, with an insect in its mouth. It would land 

on the top of the next branch to the nest, hop down it as if searching for food, poking its beak into 

crevices and behind bark flakes! Then it flies to the top of the nest branch, carries on down the 

branch, then flies off. 

There seems little doubt that this dummy food gathering behaviour is designed to mislead predators 

into believing that the Sitella is merely searching for insects in the normal manner. 

Graham Alcorn. 

MEGALONG VALLEY TO BE PRESERVED 

Conservationists will warmly commend the Blue Mountains City Council for their decision to 

preserve the present and historic bushland-rural character of the Megalong Valley. 

The Council is to be congratulated on their decision to commission an Environmental Impact Study 

of the Valley. Following discussion on this report, Council decided on a number of steps to preserve 

the Valley, says an article in the Blue Mountains Advertiser. 

These include: 300 acre landholding; no further public lands to be passed over to private ownership; 

seek to have the Valley added to the Blue Mountains National Park; retain the existing rural activities 

on freeholdings; no additional access roads; no widening of present road through Blackheath Glen or 

denuding of its verges; conserve cliff-tops and walls of the escarpment by banning clearance of any 

natural vegetation or geological formation. 

It is most pleasing to note that the points put forward by our Society to the Environmental Impact 

Study, and published in our last Newsletter, have been covered in the Council decisions. 
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EDITOR: Graham Alcorn, Box 39, Blackheath NSW 2785. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


