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on television, and also to conservationists as, Chairman- ofthe Yature
Conservation Council of N.S.W.. & President of thu Wildldife Preservation
Socicty of Australia.. The Society hopes. to interest. 2 wide section of
the community in conservation uhrougn this functlon
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Prize to Nature Trail: The Nature Trail Has Won The Regional
SectIon—vi-the—Detly--Fetegraph-~Bank of New South Wales Earth Day
Gompetition, This places the Trail among the finalists fot the

© State Competition, the results of which will be announced on
. Earth Day.
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e

For the Regional prize, we will receive a cheque for $65.

Thank you to the members and friends who have worked on this
project, and also to the Wentworth Falls Grammar School Boys, and
the Wentworth Falls Boy Scouts for their help, The Scciety also
appreciates the excellent photographs of one of the working bees,
taken by Mr Wal Green, which he gave to the Society,

5, 59 e o e

wnnuel Conrerence; The Nature Conservation Couneil of N.S.W.
holding its 1972 Annual Conference on Saturday, 21st October.
this Conference member bodies are invited to submit motions, which T~

¢ discussed., Subsequent resolutions are then acted upon by the
cexecutive of the W.C.C.

This gathering of delegates from the various conservation and allied
societies from all over N.S.W. for the pooling of thought, decision —
meking, and united action, is an important yearly event. ' Thére will
be two delegates from this Society. (the number of delegates is
governed by the size of the organisation.

e Ly b el R
Retiring Editor Thenked: Our July meeting decided that a letter of
thanks.'bé sent to Martin Kaub for his splendid drive and initiative
i launching the Newsletter and-nursing it -through its -difficult
carly‘stagésy and to Betty Kaub for the help ghe gaveyp's for ok

‘Re'cently returned from overseas, Martin sent a request to the
meeting that he be relieved of the editorship, as he wanted a rest.

Graham Alcorn was elected to fill

W

the vacancy.
ek Wi Have
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Obituary: Reécently 'we were saddencd by the sudden deathilef MpesMarg et
CaTFoIY, & well Iiked and respectdd mémber of “bie.Society. Instead or

& traditional funeral, her family and friends gathered to plant trees

to her memory.--surely an example Lo be followed.

" @ % 4

New Equ Members at the June meeting ‘weresable td admife the
new Hanimex slide projector with stand and ‘screen purchased“from”
funds,’ ~The°need has been dpparent for some time as mosSt guest speakers

Iike ‘t0 illustrate their subject with slides.

Resighation: - As committee méetings &re dlways during his work-hours,
TTMr JIimTAndersod has formally-resigned from the Committec: His resig-
gavion was received with regret, as his' very great interest in the’
work of the Society has been appreciated

Tire Control: At our monthly meeting on 28th September community

responsibility in relation to fire will be outlined end discussed,

As vhisg is of vital importance to all who live on tne Mountains,
it is Hoped as many members and other mountain residents as possible
whLibs St Rag B = gs ey o R e L TEY L LR St aau £y

Also at the September meeting there will be an opportunity-table.

Members are invited to bring along anything for which they have no

further use (marked with a suggested pricé). ‘Proceeds willgo towards
buying library books, ‘ ’ % :

umﬁpvembqgaM@eting; D David'Branagan of the Department of Geology
e S : e :

NOW PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 3.
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November Meeting: Dr. David Branagan of the Department of Geology &
Geophysics, University of Sydney, will be guest speaker at the meet—
ing on 30th November, as usual at 8p.m. in the Conservation Hut, Valley
of Waters Reserve, Wentworth Falls. This should be a most interesting
and informative evening, PRV TRV
DPaytime Meeting: A4s a result of Mrs. Nancy Douglass's thought pro-
voxing and challenging talk, at the morning meeting in June, it was
resolved to encourage more attention towards waste disposal and re-
geycling,

Members present expressed a desire for more day meetings. The next
one will be held early in the New Year.

A Visit: The Oatley Flora & Fauna Conservation Society, led by
Mr & Mrs Cec., Sainty, have planned a week-end visit to Wentworth Falls
on 7-8th October., 6n The saturday evening at 8 pm. in The Hut Miss
Isobel Bowden will give a talk to the group, and members of our Society
are invited to attend.

Lutings Reports Our outings have continued during the Winter months,

and fortunately the weather has been favourable. Particularly was
this so in June when we walked for scveral miles along Narrow Neck
which would have been most unpleasant in windy conditions.

~ Linden Dam was another enjoyable outing.

in August 17 of us went to Murphy's Glen, a delightful spot & in
perfeect weather., Most of the party made the long & rather steep de-
scent to Bedford Creck.

ecause of the greater quantities of wildflowers on the lower Mts
this time of the year, compared with the higher levels, our ‘Sept.
ng is planned for the Warrimoo--Blaxland ares.

Under discussion at the present time is a sarurday outing to Wirrim-
biria Sanctuary, in the Bargo area, in October when the Spring flowers
should be at their best. ' This outing will be in addition to our reg-
wlar one. Although as yet we can give no details we would be glad to
ear from any who might be interested in this outing.

s Elve -me a ring at W, Falls293 and I will be pleased to let

W
you know the date and the cost ete, when these have been worked out.

Nora Dillon

ibrary: New Books: Biological Science: The Web of Life,
(fustralian Acadamy of Science,Canberra A.C.T, TFirst pub ..~ 1967 ¥)

This excellently illustrated comprehensive study course is designed,
primerily, to stimulate and develop in the student a Seientistlsw.curios—
ity and understanding of the world in which we live through his own in-
vestigations., The book is based on modern American methods of approach—-
involving over 1,000 research biologists and teachers and 150,000 students
-~Which have been adapted by the co-operative work of a great numberof
Australian scientists and teachers to meet the particular needs of stud-
ents in this country. Obviously an outstanding work in this fundamental
field or; shudy.

King Solomon's Ring: New light on animal ways. by Konrad 7 Lorenz,
SLUE 20 Omon s Ring:  New gUT SIS alie s
\Trenslated from the German by Margorie Kerr Wilson)

This is a profound hook of sheer delisht to read,mark, learn, and
inwardly digest. Strewen with captivating drawings by the exceptionally
gifted author,

Donated by Dr, Beryl Cooley

i g s s Ry e
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Editor Graham Alcorn, Box 39 P.0. Blackheath.
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BLUE MOUNTAIN WATTLES

From Emu Plains to Lithgow, from Richmond to Hartley, Wattles grace
the bushland, especially in Spring and Summer months, with the abundant
yellow=gold of their bloom. Wattle-Day and the Wattle League have passed
out of fashion,But wattle is still Australia's national flower, and thne
hundreds of species are widely spread in every State,

Wattles are Acaciad, but in the early days of settlement the pioneers
formed their wattle and daub huts from the tough pliant branches of some
of these plants. ‘

On the mountains there are many beautiful species. Some of those
lining the roads today are garden escapes. Of these the Queensland wattle,
ALcacia podalyriifolia, near Blaxland & Warrimoo, and A. baileyana, the
Cootamundra wattle in various parts, are outstanding. Considered as
garden plants Acacias are out of favour with some because of their short
life~span. However, they repay by providing very quickly a wealth of
bloom

Supply  Nitrogen
On poor sandy mountain soils wattles are useful in that they have )
the ability to supply nitrogen through root nodules and thus will be
fl@mrishimg:where nothing else will grow.

Acacia melanoxylon is a fine timber tree often seen on the high(__
mountains, A shapely tree for cultivation.

At Glenbrook near the Plant Reserve, A.elongata used to f£ill the
swamps with bright gold. It still exists in the reserve.

The Sydney golden wattle is found in many parts. It has yellow-gold
catkin-like flowers, and 8rows into a small tree.

Along Bell's Road may still be seen the abundant blossom of A. flori-
bunda; a fine specimen of which grew in Katoomba hospital grouhds for
many years,

On the higher mountains the sunshine wattle, A.botrycephala, lines
the winter-roads with its deep golden flowers. In other parts this spec-
ies has very pale flowers and grows into a very tall shrub,

Near Lithgow A,buxifolia is outstanding and well worth cultivation.
Rare Speciles.

It would be impossible to do more than.write a list if all the
lovely wattles were mentioned, but in addition to these well-known
species are some lovely rare and interesting plants. A.brunioides wvar,
gordonii, a low growing shrub found at Linden and Bilpin, has exceptior~
a2lly rich golden blooms. Acacia oxycedrus is limited to lower mountain
distribution, and can be seen near the road at Faulconbridge.

In the same locality may be found one of the really tiny wattles
A, pumila, it grows to 2 neight of about bten inches, on the mountains,
and has minute flowers in the axils of the leaves. The pods are about
an inch long, A similar plant is known from the higher mountains,
A, baueri, which has rounded phyllodes, and very tiny flowers. A dainty
prickly wattle is A. asparagoides which has small sessile golden flowers,
and grows at Bell and Blackheath.

Some wattles(those with pinnate leaves) bear true leaves, but many
Mountain species have leaves which are really the modified leaf stalk,
These leaves are always tough in texture and have been developed as
a means of enabling the plant to exist throu%h periods of drought., All
seedlings bear true ferny leaves at first but phyllodes soon take their
place on most plants. A few wattles bear true leaves and phyllodes
on the one plant, as in A, rubida.

Nectar Glands

On the leaf stalks of the cedar wattle, and many otheﬁs it is easy
o
: ceiee ) LOSDEE
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to sce a small swelling, These swellings are nectaries which at times
are filled with nectar and visited by ants, I have seen ants stroking
the nectaries on A, elata but could not ascertain whether they were

able to create a flow of nectar in the way they encourage aphids to
provide food. On phyllodes the nectary may often be seen a considerable
way along the margin of the leaf.

Finally Acacia seeds do not need hot water or fire or nicking in
order to germinate but better results will be obtained in this way if
full germination is needed. In nature vast numbers of seeds provide
not plants but food for fauna, and wattles may remain dormant in the
soll for many years. .

- Isobel Bowden
Seize the day's heart before it go
Lest all your 1life its_perfume lack. '
For straining rope and loud yea-ho
The ball of sunset floats nct back,®
z Anon,

Lovers of the Blue Mountains would be heartened to read the forth-
right attack on land developers from Mr R J Mulock, State Member for
Nepean, in the Sydney Morning Herald of Aug. 31. %“The Blue Mountains....
appear to be earmarked as the next victim of mongrelised planning", Said

Mr Mulock.
i Sydney's front garden--its coastline--was "a polluted and despoiled
mess, The back garden with its clean air, wildflowers, mists, glorious
natural panoramic views, walkways, streams, gullies and gorges must be
preserved from the same fate if only for generations more capable of ap-—
preciating them than ours"®

Not only private developers but also the State Government Department
of Lands have already badly scarred the eastern escarpment with resident-
ial development, said Mr Mulock, and called for a freeging of development
on the whole eastern escarpment, and an immediate proclamation of a
TREE PRESERVATICN ORDER covering the Blue Mountains Area

Mayor's Fine Stand
r the He
biieilie “guetl
dismay.

ald nad 2 front page pnotos of the bulldozed

Two days late
C g tone Natiomal Trust as viewing the whole

T
scars and an arti n
situation with

The Blue Mountaians City Council is flatly opposed to the whole set-up
=nd the mayor, alderman Dash, hasbeen most forthright in his statements
both to the press and on television.

Alderman Dash has gone further and complained of the activities of

. developers in bulldozing blocks bare in the Upper Mountains. Council
wasg seceking to establish a TREE PRESERVATION ORDER on all the mountain
scarpments, the Mayor said.

In line with our quatrain we .suggest that rea
both Mr Mulock, M.u.A and the Mayor Alderman

d
S Dash, congratulating
them on their splendid stand and promising full

A SPINY ANT EATER

Queen Elizabeth Lookout, Echo Point, would be one of the busiest
in the State, yet recently,there,was a survivor from primeval times,an
echidna, the Australian Spiny Anteater. with some difficulty we prised
it from under the root where it sought to escape the attention of the
visitors; showed it round, then put it in the bush. It proceeded at
once to dig itself out of sight.

Apparently these astonishing egg-laying mammals are not uncommon
in the Upper Mountains,; as one was seen 2or 3 times at Leura Cascades
garlier in the year
S e RAREE TS e e
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