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KATOOMBA & DISTRICT WILDLIFE CONSERVATION SOCIETY

Newsletter No.(9). June 1972

Patron: Mr. Allen A Strom,
Advisor in Conservation
Dept. of Education,

WA whole generation thinks of obscen-

ity not in terms of linguistics but

as poverty in the midst of affluence,

| sociel injustice, ecological destruct-
e ol TR Ul ion and war,® :

e OURS TO pROTECT ] Mr. Justice Howard Zelling,
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OUR SOCIRBTY

Daytime Meeting;

Mrs. Nancy Douglass will speak onV(onservation
Begins at Home® or "Do I Really Need It% on
Yiaday 19th June at 10.30 a.m, This will not
be an "official™ meeting, but as there are
many members unable to attend the evening
meetings, it will give them an opportunity to
meet fellow members, hear of the Society's
activities, and perhaps offer suggestions. *
CofTee and a biscuit will be supplied for
morning tea, but if you can stay to lunch
Please bring your own sandwiches, and join
the munching around the open fire,

Office Bearers:

Those clected for 1972-3 were listed in the
Annuel Report. would like to welcome our
o

We
members, Mr Jim Davies (who is
also the District Commissioner of the Upper
Blue Mountains area of the Boy Scouts Associ-
ation), and ¥ Don Booth who was clected
¥inute Secretary in place of Mrs E, Penney,
who was unable to continue this year, The
Committee is appreciative of the time Mrs.
Penney devoted to doing the Minutes,

2The S Hut"Party:

This was held on 17ch April for members who
do Hut-Duty, and thirty-three gathered for
the occasion and were welcomed by Mr Fred
Astle., Miss Isobel Bowden gave a short talk

; about the exhibits, and added a few helpful
hints and suggestions to aid in the smooth
running of The Hut., MNrs Annalei Wintzler then
consulted the members regarding prices ete.,
and the Big moment came when Mr Astle was
alled on to cut the Delicious iced fruit cake
(ad 1ib. mixturc, to the initiated) presented
by Bob Douglass, It was handed around by
John Castledon & Mark Avery,

Opporfunity

Constitutions The following claure ha

Table 3 Members are asked to bring items they would
like to donate or for which they have no
further use, on mecting nights when there is
to be no guest speaker,. The donor is +o
write the suggested price ‘on the article,and
TEE s ot YSold " to tekée it home as we -
thie Society has no facilities for storing,

» : cen added to item(3)
of the Society's Consti -
There shall’ be no moxre

u
han five Honorary
Life Membersuat any one ti
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Working Bees: The main work at present is clearing and improving
the Nature Trail, but there are many other things
to be dome--cleaning, simple clerical work and
weeding at the Hub. ;

- On one rather wet Saturday in April, we had thipp-
een workers on the Nature Trail, including a number
of Wentworth Falls Church of England Grammar Ssheool
LOYS.

Working Bees are being held twice a month~-usually
on Mondays, but this can be altored to suit., In
fact if anyone has a few hours to Spare on any day
Please let Winsome Gregory know. ( "phone W.Falls 401)

Nature Trail: Map & Notes are now on sale in the Hut for 10¢, and
are selling well,
There is an Rarth Day competition being run by the
Daily Telegraph and the Bank of N.S.W., The Society
has entered this, with the Nature Trail as its
project,
Our visitors from the Hawkesbury District Conservat-
ion Society admired the Conservation Hut and they
hope to find a headquarters for themselves, We
enjoyed their visit very much, and being ableto
take them along the Nature Trail, e

Council Help: It is good to Teport that the Blue Mountains City
Council has had some work done on the tracks in the
Wentworth Falls Reserve area. It was so depressing
to see the deterioration of well made tracks going
almost unchecked, One of our members in particular
has spent long hours clearing drains ang removing
overhanging growth, so it is heartening to know the
Council is tackling it. With over twenty miles to
maintain in the Wentworth Falls~~Valley of Waters
section, many man-hours will be needed to bring the
trails back into good order.

New Roster Mr Fred Astle reports that the Hut foster has been
altered slightly, Copies of the new roster have
been sent to those involved, and there is also a copy
on the wall in the Hut. The hut was manned all thr-
ough the school holidays, and we are very grateful
to members responsible, including two senior High N
School boys, Paul Guy and Colin Long. Mr JOR LUKAgs

A8 gt ] tat Lightning Ridge; we miss his help. 3

John and Eligzabeth Buki are now living at Vineyard.
We are looking forward hopefully to seeing them with -
us at one of our gatherings,

Students Society: One of our new members, Mr, Ray Manegre has helped
the students of Katooumba High School organise a
conservation society, This is very good news, and
we wish them success and hope to be able to help
them in some way.

Library : New Books recently added %o the Library are hereunder.
"Sydneyside Scenery" by Griffith Taylor (New ed,1970)
This very informative book has been donated in memory
of Mr Sidney Vellenga, a foundation member of our
Society. .

"Southern Walkabout”(Published 1969) continues the
Serventy Family's 'Nature Walkabout'! and is, to quote
this well-known author fnot the record of one jour-
ney but the record of many, !

"A Treasury of Wild Life® (1972) Edited by Dr. B.F.
McMichael 'Selected from The Magazine of The Austral-
ian Museum with 235 illustrations,35 in colonr,
"Sydney Town 1846-1851

AARNLRE Mareoret Pinniger,
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Meetings: On June 29th, J. Robertson of the Porestry Com-
mission will cbout Bucalypts and answer any
questions about control burning.
On Jn' 27+, Mr Roland Breckwoldt will be guest-—
speaker, Theme he has chosen is %Developing an Envir-
onment utrauegy“ in which he will cmphasise the
changes ' .t are teking place in society as they relate
to conservation and the role of Conservation Societies
Members will be invited to. d cuss the issues raised
ciitbry"qj. ds -
The Society hopes to ow its own projector and screen
soon. Prices and models are being compared now.
Outings In April the outing was to Ruined Castlie,Katoomba,
descending to the valley by the Golden Stairs from
Wawrow Neck and then ascending to the Huined Castle
rom which extensive views were en JOJ\ Wonderiul!
mkﬁ broekpd ald way, 1s in exceller comdition.
'gey group and from
‘s Pass, Doing the round
h Via Centennial Glen,
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vor Mlembers:
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1s & R,Leibel

Leure,; Mrs,M,E,Awis,
of Wentworth Falls;
Stinling o Petitls
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-1 onnua 13 subseripibion

Arnual. General

guin i March i This s iy and copies of the
levter. Whefe  ewsletten criptlion 15 HO@,
-fnember may have the ! a yvear
Lhe Weﬂbuﬂsh reports 9 response this year has been
good our subseri is still outstanding please
o LD by
the Katoomba Ccurht o - fined $48.00
shootlng two Gang Gangs ante STl e

did not Inow
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_,1;
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They wezre
two members

Contacts with Governmoent, Becolog: Acticn sent many hundreds of
letters to polificians a nur of issues and similarly
contacted local gov nent greoups. Gradually it is becoming
clear which politicians arc ﬂxww?w“ eiBsconicern aboult the
environment and the to ensure these men
are fully briefed.
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PREHISTORIC MAN ON_THE BLUS MOUNDAINS

Last year, Mr W,Holland, a geomorphologist in the Department of
Geography, University of Sydney, and myself, as an archacologist, ex-
cavated five Aboriginal sites in represcentative parts of the Blue Mts.,
to see if any corrclation between climatic and cultural change in the
Blue Mts. eould, be found, . L had previously published "An Archaeolo-
gical Survey of the Blue Mountains® (Mankind, 1970, pp.295-3%01) and
the present work also set out to extend this survey.

Without going into details of our methods, the location and types
of sites, and the description of artifacts, the following conclus-
ions may be of interest to your readers.

1. The most recent culture in the Blue Mts, was the Bondaian, an ine-
dustry characterised by the making of finely backed, stone points and
blades, In other parts of Australia this culture Scems to have been
supeeseded in the last thousand or so years by one making greater use
of organic matcrials (wood, bone, shell) and a more simplificd stone
technology. Howeve¥4in the Blue Mts, it persisted at least $ill 500
years ago (from a C date derived from Lyre Bird Dell) and almost cer—
tainly until the coming of white man., The earliest date obtaincd for
this industry was about 3360 years ago (Blackheath) and it reached its
peak, in technique and probably population, about 1500 years ago.

2. Prior to the:Bondaian culture there is evidence of a break in o A=
right across the Blue Mts.{and in other mountain regions) somewhere o

between 6,000 and 4,000 years ago. Why, we do not know, but it was
probably due to climate-— perhaps too we’s and/or cold.

5. Before this there flourished a morec primitive culture, called the
Capertian, characteriscd by the trimming of +the edge of stone flakes,
often resulting in the production of small saw-toothed implements,

The climate was drier,e.g. the main cave at Lyre Bird Dell(which was
very wet before the provision of the presc.t picnic amenities) was quite
dry. Here we got a C 14 date of 12,000 years for the lowest occupat-
ionagl 1§Y”lg making it the oldest known dwelling on the Blue Mts.
Similarn%§f°this industry have been obtained at Blackhcath, Hagel-
brook, Springwood and further afield on the Great Divide an d on the
coast.

4. We have no certain evidence of human occupation prior tothis.
However some open sites (where stratigraphic digging and ¢ 1e dating

is impossible) show artifacts which belong to neither the Bondaian now
Capertian periods, but are characteristic of the Heavy Tool Traditic_ k
known from varicus parts of Australia dating back to 30,000 years (and
also found in Tasmania). Elements of this archaic industry have been
found in the bluec metdi quarries along the Nepean, and onc” chopper s
was dated certainly to 26,700 years old.,

Samples have been taken from the base of some swamps in the Upper Mou
ntains showing that some of these have originatcd as much as 5000
years ago e.g. at Leura Falls Creek. These samples show from their
pollen content that the bush has changed very little since then. The
Leura Falls Creek sample, dating back 17,000 years, contained much char-
coal, evidence of a big fire, which, considering that it was at the
height of the glacial period (when natural combustion was less likely),
may in fact be the oldest human %artifact® for which we have a sure

date in the Blue Mts.

Above article by the Rev. Dr, Bugene D. Stockton

ontSinain lls
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“NO ROOM FOR' DEFREATISTSW
by Society Presidehﬁ;’ Wilson Alcorn

There is no room for defeatists in the conservation movement, now
or in the future. More and more people are being drawn into the
movement by such protests as the recent coal mining in the mount-
ains issue, which Tesulted in action from no less a person than
the Premier of N.S.W.

Others are realising that the much overworked phrase'Quality of
living* means nothing if there is nowhere +o go_in their $5,000

car., Agrowing awareness also of the folly of allowing overseas
companies to destroy Priceless arcas needed for relaxation of an
ever-growing urban community, and the creation of .g ISP E et Sl
industry with its enormous Job-creating and foreign exchange earning
potential

We note from fcology ActionsNewsletter that volunteers are having
difficulty kepping up a news-cutting service ag bapers are so full
of conservation issues, One I notice states that the Commonwealth
Government will require, with any major Project submitted to alies

a detailed statement. on anticipated effect on the environment,
Even one year ago this would not have Happened.,

The pen is mightier than the sword and I would urge all our members
to write letters and get others to write., Write to N.S.W, Minister
for Environment and ask him why there is no member of his State
Pollution Commission recognised as a conservationist by Conservation
bodies. Write to the Federal Minister for Environment and ask him to
stop Queesland Destroying the last examples of Tropical Rain Forest:
and write to the Minister for Aviation asking him %o stop the

Concorde monstrocity;: and so on.

In the meantime make sure Jou are a member of your local Counscrvat—
. ilon Organisation and cencourage others to do likewise,

B e s LA AR I I R I V) S
PRI N TR T e o e 26

slug on Nature Tl

Last month during work on the Naturc Trail a spedies of slug, Not
previously recorded for this locality was found--a native Species
belonging to the genus Cystapelta, species uncertain. Records
from New South Wales aze from near this area, and from Barrington
Tops and Kosciusko,

A small dark slug about one and a half inches long, it remains in
the bush. Readers need not fear an invasion of their gardens,

%5 50 * /Isobel Bowden
PROJECT TO STOP THE CONCORDE

At the April meeting it was resolved to support this. It was de-
cided a letter should be written to the Minister for Civil Aviation,
Senator Cotton, expressing the Society's concern, Members were
also asked to write personally,

One hundred leaflets "The Concorde Crisis® have been purchased and
are in The Hut, ready for distribution. Members are urged to read
and think about this important issue of supersonic transport,

Apart from terrific noise and enormous fuclconsumptioﬂ, there is
the unknown effect of burning fuel on the ozone-layer in the
stratosphere where these 'plancs fly. This protects the earth
from excessive ultra-violet radiation and its existence .is critical
to life on earth as we know it.

Both Canada ang Swityerland have banncd the Concorde from their
airspace,
KWWK e o He
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AERTAL IGNITION QUESTIONHD

The recent burning of thousands of acres of bush in the Blue
Mountains by "aerial Ignition" has caused concern among many of our
members. 5

The policy of control burning on & wide scale in the winter to
reduce bushfire hayard in the summer has been adopted by all Govern—
ment bodies and authorities. The reccent’ burn was carried out by
the N.S.W. Bushfire Council and the Blue Mountains Bushfire Prevent-
Aon Association with support from the Blue Mountains City Council.
A¥so involved were the National Parks and Wildlife Service, the
Metropolitan Water Board and the Forestry Commigsion.

Opposed to this considerable"establishment® is the Katoomba
and District Wildlife Conservation Society, which for years has
expressed grave doubts of the wisdom of controlled burning in the
Blue Mountains.,

Mr Koperberg Bxplains
To discuss the reccent burn The Blue Mountains Conservation
Federation called a meeting at The Hut, Valley of Waters, on
May 16, addressed by Mr P. Koperberg, Fire Control Officer for
the Blue Mountains, -

Mr Koperberg told the well attended meeting that the entire ~—
concept of aerial ignition is being questioned by  all parties——
not all, however to do away with it but to see how effective it is:

. Phere were three reasons for controlled aerial burns: (*1) by
far the most cconomical (2) Gave ascess to arcas hard to get at to
reducefuel®(3) Gave control of the oxtent of +the heat of the burn.

Areas of 5 to 10 thousand acres were the minimum, Average block
treated is 12 t020 thousand acres. Fine, calm winter days were
picked, the aim being to limit heat intensity between 200 and560
British Thermal Units per sccond per foot, as comparcd to a wild
fire - 10,000 to 15,000 British Thermal Units per seccond per foot.

This low heat would burn the Kittcr and some of the underscrub,
but would not damage the trees. Areas with a measured thfane et
Buildup (i.e. accumulation of combustible litter) of T to 13 tous
ber acre were choscn to burn. .

fesearch Not Complete ' 5
Rescarch on a fairly wid€ scalc is now coming into its own and
may take 10 ycars to complete. We cannot wait for this but proceed
with caution, Mr Koperberg said. '

In the Blue Mountains at Lawson the Forestry Commission was
conducting research with 5 acre plots, which would be burnt at
different intensities and periods over a 7 to 10 year period, There
would be a control plot for each burnt plot for comparison.

Mr Ted Foster, sccretary of the Blue Mountains Environment Preser-
Society, also addressed the meeting in support of comtrol  Vation
burning. He attended one of the burns on May 2nd, inspected the
area from close at hand and from an aircraft,

He said those in charge of the operation controlled and monitor—
¢ds it very well, kept a very closé check, were in a position to send
in bush fire brigadcs and put it out, or call off the whole operat-
ion., he said some species of plants were burnt in addition to
ground "fuel", &) 50% at most. There were many areas of unburnt bush.

There was necd for research into such things as time from germine
ation to seced setting for all species, soil temperatures during all
burns, soil composition before and after burning. Mr Foster said.

There were many gquestions from the audience and several people
spoke against the control burning policy.




































