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KATOOMBA AND DISTRICT WILDLIFE CONSERVATION SOCIETY.

Newsletter No. 4, March 1971.

Patron: Mr. Allen A. Strom,
Advisor in Conservation,
Dept. of Education, NSW.
"What we save in this generation is all we will be able to save"
(Vincent Serverty).

In this Issue:

Our Society: Meetings; Outings; The Conservation
Hut; Pamphlets, Petitions.

Activities of Members:
Walkabout with - Graham;
New Nature Flora Reserve;
Congervation Publicitys;
Youth Action in Conservation.

Blue Mountains ITtems:
Mining in the Blue Mountains:
The Scar from Mt. Hay to Mt.Whitton;
Help "Save Myall Lakes"-action.

Senates Cohmittee on Wildlife Conservation.

Miners Delight.
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Opinions expressed in this N:wsletter are those
of the authors and not necessarily +thosz of the society or its Editor.
Editor: Martin XAUB, 1 Clarecest.KATOOMBA, 2780
(Phone Leura 41754)
Contributions for the next issue are anticipated before May 30 1971.
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Meetings: December: The December meeting always is the Christmas—
barhecue, in- or outside the Hut, depending on
the weather. It was a great success; about 50
persons belng present for the Carol singing and

discussion afterwvards.

January: The &P arrived blanketed in mist, to hear Mr. &
Mrs., White. 4 knowledgeable and interesting address
was given and colour movies were shown on living
shells, birds and other natural beauty of out-
standing quality.

We hope to hear from Mrs. & mr. White again.

February: Three films loaned by B.P. Austr.Itd were shown,

ably projected by operator Allen Smith at the Hut.
Subjecte: "The Shadow of Progress" (Pollution);

"The Biggest Bug" (Litter Control) and

"The Cattle Carters" (W.A. Outback").
Our thanks go both to B.P., and Allen Smith.
Although a mistake was made in the advertisement
for these films, it all still worke out allwight,
Judging from the fact that several new members
Joined the Society at this meeting.

Coming Meetings: (always the last Thursday in the Month a%
the Hut at W.W.Palls unless differently
announced )

March: (25)The Annual Meeting; Election of Office Bearers.

April:(29)A Members Night; members wanting to give a talk on
a Conservation subject, or wanting to show slides
or films, please contact the Secretdry (50 Flet-
cherstreet, W.W.Falls).

May :(27) A Talk by our Patron, Allen A.Strom. Subject to
be advised at a later date.
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QUTINGS:
Jahuary: We set off from the Conservation Hut and descended
to Vera Falls. In certain sections the path was in
a rather bad cdondition, but it was a most interes-
ting and pleasant outing,

February: This walk was perhaps amongst the most enjoyable
we have had. Driving to Ingar Picnic Ground (W.W.
Falls) we left the cars and walked the two miles
or so to Bedford Creek, which was running swiftly
and clearly after the heavy rain.
The whole setting was delightful, the trees espe-
cially being the subject of constant admiration.
After lunch at the creek, we descended to Ingar
where the waterfall and pool made a beautiful picture

(Inguiries about the regular outings with the Con-
venor: Miss N. Dillon, 114 Backhousest. W.W.Talls,
Phone: 293. Outings on first Saturday of each month)

In March: The outing is planned to go to Megalong Valley,
most likely to Nellies Glen. Assembly: 9.45 South
of the Railway Gates at Blackheath.

Another Outing by some members on Feb.20th was to Glenbrook-
Reserve, where some of the members of the S.G.A.P,
showed the visitors along the hot trails, noting
the growth of many plants and also the commoncement
of the Visitors Centre was viewed. 3
Thanks. to.the members of S.G.A.P. for receiving us.

Further news on Outings:

The Nat. Parks Ass. has planned thirteen outings in
the Blue Mountains for the first 6 months of 1071,

For our loca. members we add a list for further de-

teils. (Limited stock prevents us from adding a list
to every newsletter, however on request the editor
can provide particulars to interested persons)
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The Conservation Hut:

In the Hut: Store Room: Work on the new Store room-extension
has at last commenced. Heavy rain has delayed the
work for a considerable time,

Exhibits: Shells were added to our Shell-collec=
tion by Mr. & Mrs., Hildebrand. We appreciate the
NhGe it > . ) ; )

Visitors: The Hut has been open every day. during
the holidays (except Christmas Day) and on some
days a full day was not possible)

In the last fortnight 392 persons signed the Visi-
tors book, which is re rese?ting now roughly a total
of 1600 visidhs "B3U+RETAP8E/ We collected 45 Tnter—
state signatures, representing every Austr.state,
except North.Territory; and 19 overseas signatures
from Nw.Zealand, Netherlands, England, Ireland,
Wales, the U.3.A., Germany and Malaysia,

Library: A welcome ba.k to Danny Monk, our libra-
rian, who will again loan %o you our books with a
smile. Thanks go to Miss Margaret Pinneger for
looking- after the books in Dannyis absence,

Petitions: As Conservationists we want a better
living in a better landscape and no further break-
down.- Two Petitions to this effect are awaiting your
signature.

1/ A request to the Commonw.Government for protec-
tion of the KANGAROOS (by the Xang.Prot.Comm.).

2/ A request to the State Government by supporters
of the Colong Committee for revoking the Lease
444 for mining limestone in the Colong Caves Re-
serve; and rejecting the planned bulldozing and
planting to Pines of the Boyd Plateau.

If you like tu assist with collecting signatures,

extra copies can be obtnined from M.Kaub, 1 Clarence
street,KATOOMR: , 2780 or the Colong Comr
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New Pamphlets:  "Hints to Hikers" by the Search
and Rescue Section of the Federation of Bushwalking
Clubs together with the N.S.W. Police Department; are
obtainable at the Conserv.Hut at special request.

Around the Hut:
A dozen native nlants have been added to the grounds
around the Hut.

Our 530A Committee has been attending to the Breek
Crossing on the Nature Trail. The Commlttee is also
investigating the damage to the tracks around the Hut
caused by the recent heavy rains

It would help the Committee if you will report tracks
in need of attention to its Secretary: Mr. Leslie
Hill, Phone thoomba 1101,
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Activities of our Members:

WALKABOUT WITH GRAHAM:

K Tesson from Birds.
T T The breeding season being over for most
birds, they have left their breeding territories and
are foraging around in flocks - mixed - old and
young birds and very often mixed species.,

For instance in a grove of casuarinas near
Teura Kiosk on Feb.26th, the writer saw: Striated
Thornbills (several), -rlpaollls (several), Silver-
eyes (several), White browed Cu“ub YWrens (2), Grey
Shrike Trushes (1), Yellow Robin (1), Rufous Pan-
tail, adult feeding young =—- ? species, very active,
chirping and forfja“c

It was most interesting to watch their fee-
ding habits, the Thoranbills and Ji"vereycq picking
minute insects from the small branches of trees and
shrubs. Spinebills ch bLJQQ tongues and long curved
beaks getting nectar from nksisg Serra:a and nouwa-
tain Devil flowers. Scrub U?“a turning over leaves
on the ground for iﬁ%oocs, Yellow Robins perching
sidewavs on two boles watching o pounce on any in-
sect. that moves ca the forest floor. Rufous Fantail
catching inqpc+° in the air and Shrike Trush eating
insects toc large for other birds.

Why do they feed together? Perhops they

ike ccmpany, ~ pernaps one species disturbs insects
for another and vice - versa?

But only the Thornbills and Silvereyes ap-
pear to compete for food and it would probably be
found, that they eat dlfferezt gory of insects. Bach
species has its niche and lives harmoniously together
in the one envircnment.

Only modern Man, "lord of Creation" is un-
able to do this and is likely to0 come along and wreck
the whole set-up with a bulldozer:?

Bell Birds in the Blue Mountains.

i

Apparensly a colony of Bell Birds has moved
into the Jamieson Valley. If cne stands at t“e Look=
out at Sublime Point (Leura) one can hear them call-
ing from down the valley, slightly to the left and
near the firetrail.

Lyra Birds on the Ridges,

Lt present lyra Birds are coming up cn ﬁo

the ridges to feed. Their CT”"Chlﬁgo can be see
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around the picnic tables at Sublime Point (LOUP@)D
The writer saw two at the top of Linda Palls

track, below Leurs Kiosk. There were fresh acwafches

right up the track. One of these birds gave a magni-

ficent concert, imitating Xookaburra, Crimson Rozella
Grey Trush, Currawong, Magpie and Pilot Bird.
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New Nature Flora Reserve:

A 15 acre Native Plant Reserve ig planned in the Upper
Blue Mountains.

It is refreshing that in the middle of so much scarry-
ing dnour area, realistic action is taken to retain some
of our Natilonal Heritage.

Negotiations are not yet finalised, but we will be
pleased to publish soon further details,

Conservation Publicity:
Talks given:
L/  Rudy Weiss (Mr."Green Fingers") gave a talk on Con-
servation to the local scouts. He scraped the files of
the Editor to the bottom for handouts, posters and pam—
phlets on conservation. He aroused real interest by
Seniors as well as Juniors. 2
B/ Betty & liartin Kaub were received by the Bl.Mtns.
Home Garden Club to give a talk on conservation and
show some slides of Kanangra-Boyd WNat.Park. The Garden
Club-members are very interested in csnservation.
Seminars attended:

Beginning of 1271 saw in Sydney an international
scientific congress on Automated Analysis. In the See-
tion "Envirommental Sciences” the editor was sitting in
minding his professional business, Papers were read DY
U.S. Pollution Copsultants, WSW Lver “of puk]ig Health-
NSW Institute of Technology, Dept. 0f xwnawebr.inlence,
Vic. and the Queensland Division of Air Pollution Ogn—
Trole The papers were too technical to abstract in
this Letter, but your editor is available for further
information for interested readers.

Tettersd to the Editor:

Th 1ocal and city papers regularly appear Letters
written by our members on conservation matters and Wild-
1ife aspects. These letters are most effective for arou -
sing the public interest. The effectiveness would even
be increased if new names would appear under those so
valuable contributions.

By the way: Our member Les Hill is eagerly cgllegting
local press-clippings on Conservation to compille into a
scarpbook for the Conservation Hut.

Youth Action in Conservation:

Our member, Ranger Graham Alcorn will be very busy
in May. 750 Scouts from Lane Cove to Mt.Vicyoria will
come to the Blue Mountains for the C€.C.C.-(Cumberland -
County-Ccnservation) Project.

Maintenance and improvements to walks, tracks and
parks in Katoomba/Leura area will be theilr target.

Help "Save Myall iakes'-action:

This is the neading of a brochure of the Myall
Lakes Comnittee. Purpose: "To provide basic iaformation
for citigens who are concerned about the steady dis-
appearing naturalness of the N.S5.W. coastal areas, and
who wisa to make some effort towards saving it.

Tae Lower Blue Wountains Wildlife Conservation Scy
wishes Y0 maoke such an effort and i1t invites everyone
to a Ztarbecue on March 27th at 3 P.M. at Euroka, Glen-
brook Nat.Park. Entry $ 1l.- per adult; % 0.50 per child.
Proceeds will go %o "National Aid Pty.Ltd", a woluntary
body created to buy mnenic land for addition to the My-
all Iakes Park. Mining leases cover 9000 of the
12000 acres of Crovwin Lard of the proposed Park. Mining-
free extensions to the Park can only be achieved by pris
vate purchase.

BLUE MOUNTAINS ITEMS:
Mining in ‘the Bluc ltns? R
R R Have the Bl.Mtns been chosen ag g min™“$pportunity
Mining Exploration Licenses No. 246 znd 345 have been -
issued by the Dept. of Mines to CLUTHA NEVELOPMENT Pty.
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Itd (U.S.) to explore for coal. The area covers almost
all of the Blue Mtns east of W.W.Falls, excluding the
Nat .Parks area.

It is almost certaln, that these licenses will be re-
newed when they expire in 1971, unless action is taken.
Under the present and outdated goldrush-mining laws no
private property will be safe from.intruding miners and
no prewarning is required. Referring to the B.M. area the
Minister for liines wrote: "Tenders will be called from
time to time for the right to carry out prospecting or
drilling operations in the areas which will be designed
by my Department".

We:gtill remember that in 1967 1000 acres were taken out
of the Blue Mountains Nat.Park at thescenic rim of the
Grose Valley for one coalmine; this represents an area of
1.4 miles diamter arouhd the drllled hole!

At least 8 locations have been granted for exploratory

drilling:
1/ O0ff the 014 Bathurst Road, Woodford;
2/ At Davis Avenue, Springwood.,

3/ .15 miles South of Bodington
Hosp. or .55 miles South of the Western H'way at
W.W.Falls. =
West of Mc.Mahons Lookout (inside Catchment area).
5/ 2 Miles North of Mt.Harris, straddling the Mec.
Mahons Lookout Road.
/ 2 Miles South-east from Qu Victoria Homes.
7/ .5 Mile North of Waratah Trig.station, straddling
Me . Mahons Lookout Road.
8/ Garbage Dump, Ringe street Lawson, .9 mile south
of the Great Western H'way.
The future looks like: 8 holes in the ground and 8 heaps
of coaldust on top!
It means that 8 areas of 1.4 mile dia.will:
absorh the Bodington area, sit on tizre doorstep of Q.V.
Homes, cover part of the Western H'way and marr a con-
siderable part of the scenic Mc.Mahons Lookout Road!l!
Will we have the beauty of our area scarred for the beme-~
fit of a short term profit of a foreign investor or will
we reotaln our environment for generations to come?
We depend on the wisdom of our aldermen, who are consi-
dering the matter,

Miners Delight:

(From Darwin, Voyage of the Beagle, 1834.)
"The Chilean Government, or rather the old Spanish
Law, encourages by every method the searching for mines.
The discoverer may work a mine on any ground by paying
five shillings, and before paying this he may even try in
the garden of another man for twenty days."
(Contribution by Miss I.K.Bowden)

THE FIRETRATL SCAR FROM MT',HAY to MT.WHITTON.

“The Blue litns. Conservation Federation requested the Mi-

nister for Lands through their local M.P.'s 10 preserve

as a wilderness area that whole.area betweenlW.W.Creek-

trail and Grose river- east of Mt.Hay, as minor altera-

tions to excisting firetrails would suffice.

Answer has now been received that attention will be given

to maintain this primitive area, but further planning-

details will depend on a Management Plan for the surroun-

ding park of the Nat.Parks & Wildlife Service (This may

take years!).

It seems clear that the voice and the power of the small

Conservation Societies has had its effect.

There is no room for camplacency in our Wildlife Conserva-
tiont
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