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Patron: Mr. Allen A. Stron,
Advisor in Conservation,
Dept. of Education, N.S.W.
"Conservation is the triumph of a sensible minority over a
bewildered mass." -- Leon Perez.

In this Issue: Our Society's Activities--locally and in the wider
"Conservation" scene.

Our Patron on "The Myall Lakes National Park Proposal.”

Member Nancy Douglass gives her thoughts on "Wk the
Conservationists, Pollution, and wWaste.

Our busy Secretary finds time to contribute some 2
telling stanzas on Pollution of our "Bright Waters®.

"ganks ' Paradise Lost"--a quotation, and an appeal to Jeae
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Contributions are again invited by your Editor--articles, Feports, book-
reviews, comment, on Conservation matters--; copy to be in the
hands of the Editor (Mr. Martin Kaub, 1 Clarence St., Katoombe--
'Phone Leura 4--1754) before the first day of month of issue.
Next Deadline: 30 NOVEM2BER, 1970.
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OUR SOCIETY.

Meetings: Regular meetings are hcld on the last Thursday in each
e T month at our Conservation Hut, Valley of the Waters.

In May members greatly enjoyed the pleasant talk by Mr.
Mel Williems, Supt. of Blue Mts. National Park, and his very fine
photographs of National Parks across North America and of our own
B. M. Nat, Park.

On Members' Night in June Mr. Herman Surg showed his slides
of Lightning Ridge, and Mr. and Mrs. Astle told of their adventures
with Lyre-birds--onc male and three females--now frequenting th
Faulconbridge garden--with devastating results to many treasured
plants, the visitors being often hungry and thirsty. One slide
showed a Lyre-bird in the front garden but a few feet from the
street.

In July a regrettably small gathering had the benefit
of Our Secretary, Miss Isobel Bowden's extensive knowledge of our
native flora and her illustrative slides. Many who were unavoid-
ably absent owing to illness, lack of transport in the winter
weather, or attendance at Seminars, hope for a "repecat" from Miss
Bowden.

When the" advertised guest-speaker for August did not
‘attend, Grehem Alcorn kindly spoke on "Honey-ecaters on the Ridges".
Once again, an important Conservation meeting in Sydney on the
same night drew some of our members as the Socicty's delegates.

We hope Mrs. Thistle Y. Stecad will be able to address
us in September.

Please keep in mind: the OCTOBLR meeting will be in
St. Hilda's Hall, Katoomba and on Fride-., 30th, 8 p.m. Do make a
special effort to come and bring your fricads to car Dr. D.F.
MeMichael, Director, Nat. Parks & Wildlife Service, N.S.W.

Outings: (Inguiries: Miss N. Dillon, Convenor, 'phone: Wentwth
Falls 293, welcomes now participants.) An outing to
Woodford was e¢njoyed, but the track to the Falls was found to
have been destroyed by bull-dozing (Landscape Pollution!). After
& dirty and rough walk the picnic arca was rcaensd. The July
outing was canceélled owing to illness among members and fricnds.
With the wildlife Preservn. Soc. of Aust., Miss Bowden and
Mr. and Mrs. Vanry c¢xplorcd the northorn arca of the Blue Mts.
Nat. Park, from bell. Camp was made at Sandy Flat, and they
walked to Bell Creek, scrambling over the¢ sandstone. The ground
mistletoe, Atkinsonia ligustrina, was seen--a parasite on shrubs
and trees, with a very thick, fleshy root, ¢xuding fluid when cut.
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OUR SOCIETY (contd.)

Outings (contd.):

A curious white "bracken" fungus was found on a fine old scribbly
gum.
The Hutb:
S Bxhibits: Fish have been included in the Hut Display.
The specimens bcing the gift of Mr. Breach, who also added to our
collection of Timber with further samples of local species. Dr.
and Mrs. Dark arranged their transportation. Mr. and Mrs. Howlctt
donated birds' c¢ggs and shells set up in threc showcases. Our
thanks to all these friends and membors for their intercst and
gencrosity.

Library: we oxtend our great sympathy to our Librarian,
Mr. Danny Monk, in the continuing illness of his mother. Hope to
have him with us agein soon. when he is on the job again we shall
let our rvaders have full details of the library, as promised.
Meanwhile, we acknowledge with thanks Mr. and Mrs. James Vaughan's
donation of a sccond copy of the uscful "Australian Plants for
the Garden", by Thistle Y. Stead. It is good to hear that Molly
Vaughan is recovering health after scerious illness and will soon
resume her work as Assistant Sccretary of our Socicty.

New Pamphlcts: FPurther regional pamphlets of the Nat. PLs.
& Wildlife Service arrived. The popular colour posters on Aust.
Fauna of the former Fauna Protsction Pancl have been reprinted by
Parks and Wildlife. '
Newly arrived: "Top End"--The Northern Territory wWildlife.
"Botanic Gardens Canbecrra'.
(both Dept. of Interior publications.)
"Aust. Conservation Foundation Publn. No. 3
-- Address by H.R.H. the Duke of Hdinburgh;
and addresses by Mr. Picsse¢énd Mr. Downes.
(Of this publication, Member Nancy Douglass writcs: "will you ask
Members to take time to read these addresses--in wisdom, informative-
ness, and cogency they are very useful to conservationists in
clarifying thought and providing facts2" I do, indecd, commend them.
--Editor.)
"Litsrature Survey on Conservation, Pollu-
tion, and Enviromment" (Librery, Aust.
Nat. University.) This leaflet provides
a helpful list of books and authors on the subjects indicated.

Pross Cuttings: From Member. Mr. Les. Hill has come the
suggestion that we maintain in the Hut a scrapbook for newspaper
cuttings of items relating to Conscrvation, in all its aspects.
You arc rcquested to collcct cuttings and deliver same to the Hut,
addrussed to C/o Mr. Les. Hill. watch local, national, and over-
scas papecrs and periodicals for relevant matter.

Tapc Rocordings: The following privatecly-owncd Tapes arc
now availablc for playing:-

Supt. Jeff Martin: "The Royal National Park."

Sir Wm. McKell and Prof. Chas. Birch: "Pollution.™

Milo Dunphy: "The Colong-Boyd Story."
Especially: Allan A, Strom: "Comments on the Myall Lakes Proposal".

When desired, hcarings of thesc rccordings can be arranged
in the Hut. we¢ hope to obtain some transcripts of the Pollution
addrcsses, for lending to interested Mcmbers.

Outside the Hut: Betty Kaub rccently painted and installed a big

Panorama of the Resecrve adjacent to the Hut, as
a guilde to visitors.

Graham Alcorn conveyed a donation of native plants
from Mr. Harris of Medlow, which is gratefully acknowledgéd. Graham,
assisted by Bob Douglass, did the planting along the drive.

The Socicty arranged for Mr. Rudy Weiss to prepare
the Rock Garden in front of the Hut, and this work has becn done.
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Condoliencon s 8 bl T 0oy S ia i RE S
=R7CP-OR00¢  we Have "just learned of D, Lodley'stbercavement in the
death of her mother. We ask her to accept members' sincere sympathy.
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OUR SOCIETY (contd.)

Members ' Activities in Conservation--Local and Afar:

In Local Schools:
Twenty~two schools on the Higher Mountains were provided with the
new Colour Posters of the Nat. Parks and Wildlife Servicepand with
a selection of Conservation pamphlcts. Martin Kaub, assisted by
five keen youngsters of St. Canice's, gave a talk to the assembled
Pupils of their school, introducing Conscrvation Weelk.

The Katoomba Busincss and Profcssional Womsn's Club was ade-
dresscd last month by Miss Isobel Bowden on Conscrvation.

With great pleasurc we report the appointment of one of our
members, Grahem Alcorn, as "Bossman" of the Rangers, Katoomba/Leursa
Parks and Rescrves. It is highly satisfactory that such a job
is in the hands of a convinced and active Nature Conservationist,
knowledgeablc as to the netive fauna and flora, and ¢..1 the ecology
of our bushland. Wc¢ look forward to a contribution: Mialkabout Wwith
Graham" in further issues.

In the Local Press: In Conscrvation Weck The Society's Com-
mitieo contributéd & Ictter to the local Press on Pollution of Our
Environmat--referring in general to its many forms, and, in particu-
lar, calling upon citizcns of our Blue Mountains to stop using the
"hard"--non-bio-dcgradable--detorgents, in home and business, which
arc contributing largely to pollution of the streams. This lotter

. was printed fully and given coxcellent display, in two Bluec Mountains
weecklics. This c¢ditorial courtesy is appreciated.

(It is a sad fact that so long ago as 1965 the Blue Mts. City
Council sought to get action on this matter through legislative action
by the State Government, but both its original recommendation and its
sccond attumpt in '67 were passcd from ono "pody" to anothocr,
"gotting nowherc", )

As the Pruss Cuttings will show, some of our Bluc Mbts. conserva-
tionists have thoughtful, and forceful, contributions to the local
Press: Miss Bowden in lettcrs and Mr. James Andurson, in rhyme,
questioned the desirability of "controlled Burn" procedures; Mrs.
Kaub and Mr. Michacl Dark opposcd the destruction and alienation of
the Boyd Plateau.

Seminars, "Sit-In", Sanctuary: Betty and Martin Kaub attended
Bhe Seminar at the AN, Gan-
berra, on "Procusscs and Problems of Scoking Conscrvation", return-
ing well awarc that words have differcnt meanings to different
peoples i

Our Socicty's rcproscrnAtives at the "Pire Sit-in" at the
Muscum were Miss Bowden, and Messrs. Astle, King, and Smith. ©No
clarification emerged on the subjcct of burning to produce spccific
ccological units. Opinion on the value of prescribed fire toch-
nigques variced as usual. '

R. Douglass and M. Kaub "stood-in" for Mcl Fackender, Ranger
of Wirrimbirra Sanctuary, whilst the latter was in hospital. (The
Sanctuary "did not look worsc whuen they left"--R.D.) A request by
some visitors "to sev the Lions" ecould not be met, and Allan Strom
was not at hand!

Symposium: Conservation Weck symp&sium "Crisis -- Pollution
1970", at Sydney University was attended by Mr. R.
Douglass, rcprescnting this Socicty. He brought back tape-
recordings and transcripts. Prof. Birch's addrcss began: "There
is something wery wrong about the way we arc living on the surface
of the carth. Within a few deccades the carth has been despolled
on a scale unpreccdonted in the cntire history of human inhabita-
tion of thissplanst.”
With Miss Bowden and Mrs. Douglass, R.D. also represcnted
our Sociecty at the Public Mecting convencd by The¢ Sydncy Harbour--
Parramatta Rivcer Anti-Pollution Committec (represonting 16 River-
sidc¢ and Harbourside Councils.) A strong 5-point Resolution for
transmission to Govornment was cndorscd. The film "The Shadow of
Progress", British Petrolcum's contribution to Europcan Conservation
Ycar, 1970, was shown--an appalling pictorial confirmation of Prof.
Birch's statement. Orgaanizations arc invited to borrow this film.
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The following transcript was kindly lent to your Editor to use in
our Newsletter. It comprises the second half of an extensive ad-
dress ky our Patron, Allen A. Strom to a Seminar on Conservation at
the Australian National Unliversity, Canberra. e should ke, dn

a future Newsletter, to give you a resumé of Mr. Strom's thesis:
"The Value of Natural Enviromment!.

THE MYALL LAKES NATIONAL PARK PROPOSAL.

General: Reserves of Naturalness on the N.S.W. Coastline.

The preservation of natural enviromment as a resource for
the use of man has unfortunately waited almost to recent times for
recognition. This is understandable in a land like Australia where
résources appear to be vast and naturalness inexheaustible. It was
not until some research was undertaken that it became evident: the
gituation was desperate.

Almost at the same time, man's capacity to exploit, to get
about rapidly and to find more time for leisure, were accomplished
facts. Management of the seaboard and the fringing waterways in the
interest of top quality reserves of naturalness, received scant at-
tention in this State prior to 1950, particularly north of Newcastle.

Shortly after its establishwmcsnt in 1949 the erstwhile Fauna
Frotection Panel decided to fashion its selection of areas for
nature reserves upon a sempling of differing kinds of natural en-

lronment. One such environment considered was the complex vegeta-—
tional coverage on the sand ridges of the coast. The area suggest—
ed as the first sampling of coastal sand ridge environment was the
lyall Lakes system. The proposal never got off the ground, firstly,
because the Department of Lands said: its officers were too busy
to consider the proposal, and, secondly, because the Forestry Com-
mission later entered the field, seeking to secure the land from
Treachery Headland to the Big Gibber for a State Forest.

Aware of the diversity of land forms and plant and animal
communities existing on the beach-sands strands of the North Coast,
and aware of the pressure of time against securing a sampling of
the few remeining areas of Crown Lands for the preservation of
natural environments for human enjoyment of naturalness, the Fauna
Panel and the National Parks Association of N.S.W. have, within
the last fifteen years, surveycd the coastline and recommended the
establishment uf siome ten National Parks and Nature Reserves. All
were substantially over Crown Lands and in total length about
one~tenth of the coastline would be involved--mostly on sand-dune
formation. This selection, it was believed, would provide the
minimum requirements in samplings of environmental types, and in
sites for low-density recreation. Any additions to this system
of parks and reserves would serve to consolidate the minimum pro-—
posals.

It is well-known that none of the ten rarks and reserves
has been dedicated to this time. Conflicts have arisen with beach-
sands mining, proposals to develop beach frontagss for uses which
nullify pristine condition, development of agricultural pursuits
on so-called wallum country and similar activities.

The whole purpose in selecting ten sites was to define
the minimal limits acceptable to those bPrepared to foster the needs
of environmental conservation and in terms of the principles
stated earlicr in a former paper it is emphasised that conflicting
usages within the defined arecas are not acceptable. The forms of
exploitation beyond the defined areas were not the immediate con-—
cern of the proposals. This, it was felt, would be a reasonable
ccmpromise for the guidance of administration and résource-use
interests.

The remainder of the story is now public property.
Beach-sands mining interests would not accept such & compromise
and subsequently used their influence to secure approval to ex-
pand mining procedures, not only into specially selected sites,
but ones nominated by reputable authority to be of unique value.

This paper doss not accept that beach-sands mining is
compatible with management of natural enviromment on the beach
strands of the North Coast; it does not question the ability of
man to stabilise sand dunes or mined sands, but 1t does reject










































