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2025 marks the 25th anniversary of the inscription of the Greater Blue
Mountains World Heritage Area on the UNESCO World Heritage List.
testimony to the love and respect we have for this amazing and unique land,
we will take the time to understand, connect with and seek to protect it.

As a

©Marg Turton

Letter to the Editor

There has been a lot of positive feedback from
Society members who receive our new-look Hut
News by mail. The newsletter is now printed in
colour!

Some copies of our first colour edition were given
away at our Sunset Gathering, with members
urged to read it, share it, pass it on to a friend or
neighbour, eventually to be recycled.

Thank you Alan Lane, for your letter to the editor.

Dear Christine,

Congratulations! The new-look February Hut News is
a knockout! The clear, sharp colour photos give so
much extra life to each article and bring freshness to
the whole publication. And | liked the format, too;
the variety of short, “current affairs”-type news items
mixed with longer, in-depth articles works well for
me! For example, | really appreciated the update on
bird flu and loved the little story about the echidna.

Regards and thank you.
ALAN LANE, Member, BM Conservation Society.

I Blue Mountains Conservation Society

I We will be at Blackheath Growers Market

SUNDAY 13 APRIL 8 am-12 noon

I AND on the 2nd Sunday of each month until
the winter break. For enquiries and to place
an order, please contact Nursery Manager,

I_Paul Irwin: plantnurserybmcs@outlook.com

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of
this land, the Darug and Gundungurra people,
and pay respect to their elders past, present and
emerging.
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The Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area is home to at
least 22 bat species—flying foxes (Pteropus) and microbats.

The high mobility of flying foxes make them very effective as
forest pollinators. Microbats are natural pest controllers and
utilise a wide variety of habitats throughout the Blue Mountains
World Heritage Area, in tree hollows (including small ‘pipes’ in
branches), under bark and in caves and crevices.

The Eastern bent-winged bat (photographed) is a small
(11-20g) insectivorous bat which uses sight and echolocation to
catch small insects mid-air. Read Page 3.

Saturday, 5™ April 2025, 2pm

Mid Mountains Community Centre,
Mavis Woods Hall, 7 New Street, Lawson

Annual General Meeting, followed by
Guest Speaker, Andy Macqueen

Do come along and support your Society. Your vote is
important. Learn what the Society has been doing in the past
year and what is planned for the coming year.

After the close of business, we’ll have a short break and a
cuppa and then hear our guest speaker.

Walnuts to World Heritage: how to grow a

million hectares. Historian Andy Macqueen will tell the
stories of the Blue Gum Forest campaign and other events that
eventually gave rise to World Heritage recognition of the Greater
Blue Mountains. Who were the people behind it all and what
drove them?

Visitors are very welcome.

Camp in the Blue Gum Forest, Easter 1931 (Rigby family collection)
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From the President

About 25 years ago, | planted an
Allocasuarina sp. (local Blue Moun-
tains species) on the dry side of our
* block of land. It has grown well and
is about 5-6 metres tall with a lovely
trunk covered in lichens. It has
flowered each year and so this year
had a heavy load of cones just
waiting to be found by a particularly
special species of bird — YES! Glossy Black-Cockatoos!

The third weekend in February 2025, there they
were — a family of Glossy Black-Cockatoos in the tree
feasting away. Mum, Dad and a young one. We were
thrilled! This is the first time in the 35 years | have lived
in Lawson that this species has visited my garden.

The group stayed all day, seeking out every cone on
the tree and were not disturbed at all by our approach.
The juvenile was making awkward begging calls, in
between practicing cracking the nuts open to find the
fine seeds. And frequently, the bird slipped off the perch.
What a treat that was for us and the neighbours, who
also ventured out to have a look.

It was a long wait from planting to feasting, but it just
goes to show how important it is to plant species of food
trees for our native wildlife, particularly those which will
be used by the rarer species. Glossy Black-Cockatoos
are classed as a “vulnerable” species, with numbers
reduced across their range largely due to loss of food
trees and nest trees. You can find out more about them
from the NSW Office of Environment and Heritage.
https://threatenedspecies.bionet.nsw.gov.au/profile?
id=10140

What interesting and possibly rare species have

AGM 5 April 2025. When you read this, we will be
close to the date of the AGM where we elect a new
Management Committee to lead the Society over the
next 12 months.

All our work is done by a small group of tireless
volunteers who care deeply about our environment and
want to share the joy of the natural world with our
members and our community. It would be wonderful if
you could assist in whatever way you can! Please
consider nominating for one of the Management
Committee positions currently vacant. If you have any
time to spend helping with stalls, members nights or in
any other way — please get in touch! Our Society is only
as strong as our membership!

There has been so much accomplished over the
past year, all helping to ensure a healthy Blue Mountains
environment.

The Society has continued to increase avenues for
educating our community about our natural world and to
give members the opportunity for catch-ups, outings,
bushwalks and discussions. In 2025, our focus is on
celebrating the 25th anniversary of the inscription of the
GBMWHA and on continuing our existing campaigns on:
Gardens of Stone State Conservation Area, where we
are opposing development of private cabins on the
undeveloped ridgelines; the release of polluted mine
water by Centennial Coal into the waterways of the
GBMWHA and Sydney’s drinking water; the potentially
detrimental impact of WSI on the local natural environ-
ment; the proposed Wildlife Park at Wentworth Falls;
and our educational campaign about the impact of
invasive garden weeds on our local bushland.

You can learn more about our work at the AGM.
Looking forward to seeing you there!

. —Annette Cam President
visited your place lately? . . !

yourp y president@bluemountains.org.au
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Bats and the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area
— Marg Turton Oy . T ST AR 3

The Greater Blue Mountains was listed as an B¢
internationally significant World Heritage Area #&&
almost 25 years ago. One of the main reasons .
for the listing is due to the fact that “Ninety-one
eucalypt taxa occur within the Greater Blue
Mountains Area which is also outstanding for its
exceptional expression of the structural and |
ecological diversity of the eucalypts associated
with its wide range of habitats.fi Since that time,
10 more Eucalypt species have been found to
exist, bringing a total of 101 species and
subspecies.

Eucalypts (including Eucalyptus, Angophora
and Corymbia) are the most important contribu-
tors of nectar and pollen to the diet of
Australian flying foxes. The high mobility of
flying foxes makes them very effective as forest
pollinators. Flying foxes can travel over 40 km [
a night, following the trail of flowering Eucalypts | |
across the landscape. Ve

In addition to the flying foxes, microbats are
also a vital part of forest ecosystems. The
Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area is
home to at least 22 bat species. Microbats are ;
natural pest controllers and utilise a wide
variety of habitats through the Blue Mountains
World Heritage Area, in tree hollows (including
small ‘pipes’ in branches), under bark and in
caves and crevices in the area’s many cliff
lines.

The World Heritage listing provides high
protection. However, the area is still threatened,
in particular by large scale bushfires as experi-
enced in the 2019/2020 fires which burnt more [
than 80% of the World Heritage Area. Fire
drastically reduces bats’ feeding and roosting

areas and has direct impacts on habitat through Bats in the Greater Blue Mountains (22 species)

heat and smoke. The timing in summer also . ;A < = A N
coincides with the breeding season of most bat Grey-headed Flying-foxt 0 SNE LldzA LJEf AZ05LKI

i>  Images:

! The man is standing at the entrance
|4 to an old mining tunnel where an
2" Eastern bent-winged bat was found.

" Microbat in the crevice of a building.
© Margaret Turton

species. Little Red Flying-foxt 4 S NB LJdza & O LJdzf | { dz&
Loss of habitat trees is a huge issue as these Eastern HorseshoeBatw KA y 2 f 2 LJIKdzd Y S3It LIK & f
large old-growth hollow trees continue burning Yellow-bellied Sheath-tailed bat{ } OO2 f | A Ydz& bl @A
until they_collapse. Replacement of these trees White-striped free-tailed bat ¢ | Rl NA RF | dz&d 4 NJ £ A
can take in excess of 100 years. ] A & dz £ ¢
22% of all known records for just one East-coastfree-.talled batfjl ONZR ){2 Y Ze} ) V2NIF2F ¢
species of microbat found in the Blue Moun- Eastern Free-tailedbath | A Y2 LJa NRARSA
tains, the Large-eared Pied Bat (Chalinolobus Large-eared piedbat/ KI f Ay 2f 20dza Rg & SNA
gr"ge”)' were in the areas impacted by the Gould’swattledbat/ KI f Ay 2t 20 dza 32 dzf RAA
The World Heritage nomination continues, Chocolate Watt_le.d bat / K tv)\ yvzl,,f ZAO dza VY 2_,_NJ\V2
with' other protected areas, thg area yvi/l Little bent-wingedbata A Y A 2 LJU SNHza | dza G4 NJ f A
continue  to play a V’_tal role n prOVIdlng Eastern bent-wingedbata A YA 2 LJG SNXHza 2 NR | y I S
opportunities for adaptation and shifts in range BN . e N
for all native plant and animal species within it, Large-footed myotisa € 284 YF ONE Lidza
allowing essential ecological processes to Lesser long-eared batb € OU 2 LIKA f dz& I S20TNReA
continue.o Gould’s long-eared batb @ O 2 LIK A £ dza 32 dzf RA
G V\t/e CBaIn bﬁ/l ext{e'mel)\/Npr%udH to't haveAthe Greater broad-nosedbat{ O2 (4 S| y I E NXHzS LILISE f A
reater Blue Mountains Worl eritage Area = A ia rox
with its incredibly large contiguous natural Eastern broad-nosed E’at{ Ozuz NV‘B Lisya 2 N‘R‘Z y
areas in our backyard and must all play our part Large forestbat+ Sa LJ RSf dza RIENXI Ay 3IG2YyA
in looking after it and its inhabitants. Southern forestbat+ S & LJ RSt dza NX 3dzf dza
To learn more about bats, visit the Little forestbat+ S & LIt RS dza @dzf G dzNJ/ dza

Australasian Bat Society website: http://
ausbats.org.au
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P L AN ETA RY H E A LTH the Sandstone Environment
DAY—KATOOMBA—
1st MARCH 2025

The Blue Mountains Conservation
Society’s stall had an array of
beautiful plants from the Nursery,
copies of the latest Hut News, drink

bottles for sale and information
about the Society and our
campaigns. The plants sold well

and Liam’s talk about the negative
impacts of concrete brought more
people to the stall for information
and a copy of his talk.

Thank you to the volunteers who
helped on the day.

— Jo Carroll
Events Coordinator

The Impacts of Concrete on the Sandstone Environment

Environmental Impacts:
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It was wonderful to see a good turn out from the community on the bright warm

New Volunteers are

always welcome!

If you would like to help at some of
our stalls and other events, please
contact Jo Carroll and put your
name down:

Events Coordinator: Jo Carroll
jocarr2014@gmail.com

day at this year’s Planetary Health Day on the 1st of March. | gave a talk on the
campaign that | am currently working on about the environmental impacts of
concrete on sandstone flora in the Blue Mountains. | had much interest after
the talk, with people wanting to know more about the issue.

Concrete has a negative impact on many of our native plants in the protected
areas of the Blue Mountains, by changing the geochemistry of the soils. | will
be providing more information about the scientific knowledge we have on this
concern in future editions of Hut News as | continue to develop this campaign.

— Liam Ramage

(photo by Annette Cam)

Western Sydney International airport update

The final flight paths and recommended conditions to be
imposed on WSI have not yet been released as at time
of writing, early March 2025! These should have been
released before the end of December 2024.

The Society has written to Minister King requesting
the urgent release of this information to the community.
The letter is on our website. There has been no
response from the Minister to this letter.

Senate Inquiry into the impact and
mitigation aircraft noise 2024

The report containing the Senate’s recommendations
to the Inquiry was released on 27 November 2024. It
contains 21 Recommendations and it is worthwhile
reading all of these. The Recommendations refer to
monitoring of noise impacts on native species, human
health, community input, noise requirements, how
complaints are dealt with and other matters. | have
included three of the recommendations; these relate
particularly to the impact on natural areas including the
GBMWHA.

Remember that these are only recommendations to
the Minister and so may or may not be considered.

We will keep you up to date with any progress. Also
remember to check out RAWSA'’s website and Facebook
page to see what other local communities are doing
about the airport noise.

You can find the final report at this link: https://
www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary Business/Committees/
Senate/Rural_and Regional Affairs and Transport/
AircraftNoise47/Report

Printed on 100% recycled paper

Recommendation 1

2.80The committee recommends that the conditions for
approval of the Western Sydney Airport include a
requirement for the Western Sydney Airport Corporation
to study the impact of its flights on Australian native
species.

Recommendation 10

4.64The committee recommends that the Australian
Government moves Australia’'s flight path design
principles towards an altitude based priorities
approach—uwith a view to prioritising minimising noise for
communities, and for Areas of Outstanding Natural
Beauty (AONB) and National Parks (below a certain
altitude). The Government should conduct an expert
review to establish what altitudes should be set for
Australian conditions.

Recommendation 13

4.72The committee recommends that, in cases where an
airport in a metropolitan area adds a new or expanded
runway, Airservices considers conducting a full-scale
review of the broader airspace in the greater
metropolitan area.

— Annette Cam, President

Hut News Trivia—Question 11

Darwinia plants grow in the Blue Mountains. Charles
Darwin visited the Blue Mountains in 1836. Was this
species of plant named after Charles Darwin?

You will find the answer somewhere in this newsletter!

Hut News, Issue No 434, April 2025 —Page 4


https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Rural_and_Regional_Affairs_and_Transport/AircraftNoise47/Report
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Rural_and_Regional_Affairs_and_Transport/AircraftNoise47/Report
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Rural_and_Regional_Affairs_and_Transport/AircraftNoise47/Report
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Rural_and_Regional_Affairs_and_Transport/AircraftNoise47/Report
mailto:jocarr2014@gmail.com

Planting for the Future

Opinion by Christine Davies

The agapanthus is a native of South Africa. In Australia
it has no insects that consume it or any other natural
controls. It is listed as a Priority Weed by Blue
Mountains City Council, but not ranked highly enough.
More and more agapanthus are being planted in our
gardens and on our nature strips.

We are not planting for the future!

How many seeds does a single agapanthus inflores-
Located on an upright firm stalk, an |

cence produce?
agapanthus flower head can display up to approximately
100 individual flowers. Successful pollination of a flower
results in the production of a green capsule, 30mm long.
Each capsule contains approximately 20 winged seeds.
The flower head | examined had 86 green capsules.

Do the maths! If one flower head exhibits 86 green
capsules, each containing 20 seeds, then this comes to
1,720 seeds on this particular flower head.

Many Blue Mountains gardeners are heeding the call
to deadhead their agapanthus, before they set seed.
This can prevent the dispersal of tens or even hundreds
of thousands of seeds. Important: capsules and seed
can still develop after deadheading, so green bin all
cut stalks and their flower heads, whether still at
flowering stage or displaying green capsules!

In early March, | found a patch of agapanthus on
public land with 38 intact flower heads bearing green
capsules. Council informed me that because agapan-
thus is a low priority weed it only has to be contained,
but the flower heads would be removed.

In Blackheath, agapanthus have spread into more
inaccessible places, including the rail corridor.

Corridor of Weeds: You will find just about every weed that

has ever invaded the Blue Mountains in the Western Railway
corridor. (Photo by C Davies, taken at Blackheath)

Agapanthus plants have an underground horizontal
stem known as a rhizome that enables the reproduction
of new plants. The rhizomes can be very challenging to
dig out. (Read “Agapanthus” on page 6.) Also, if
digging out agapanthus, any fragments of a plant’s
tuberous rootstock left in the soil or dumped as garden
waste is highly likely to resprout and form a new plant.
It all has to go in the green bin!

What will be our legacy? We might plant our
agapanthus with the best of intentions. But we are mere
mortals. Will there always be people who care enough
about the environment to cut the heads off agapanthus
and keep removing new agapanthus plants that pop up?

Thank you to Peter Ardill, Society Bushcare Officer,
for information about agapanthus.

Blue Mountains Animal Care Shelter - positive progress

In the second calendar year of full Council control, the
Mort Street Katoomba animal shelter is making good
progress with its role of protecting the native fauna of the
Blue Mountains from introduced species living feral lives
in the bush.

Those willing to adopt a homeless dog or cat can
visit the shelter between 10 am and 4pm any day except
Wednesday. A short interview takes place with staff and
the important issue of cat containment is properly
discussed with anyone taking on a cat. All adopted
animals are desexed and vaccinated before going to
their new homes and a charge of $100 per animal is
payable. While Council currently acts in an advisory role
regarding cat containment, the long campaign to give
local councils powers to enforce cat containment is
continuing. Blue Mountains Conservation Society and
many other organisations have actively supported giving
Councils more powers.

3% ¢

BLUE MOUNTAINS

W% ANIMAL CARE
S CENTRE

bmcc.nsw.gov.aulanimal-care-centre
P 4780 5000
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Animal Facilities Coordinator, Emma Rawling, is
generally pleased with the public response to the work of
the animal shelter. Efforts are currently underway to add
to the contingent of volunteers who are already greatly
contributing to the lives of animals during their time at
the shelter. Most dogs presented are already micro-
chipped but it is disappointing that, after decades of cats
legally needing to be microchipped and registered with
Councils, a considerable proportion of cats are discov-
ered to be without microchips.

The work of the Animal Shelter is aided by a refer-
ence group of concerned citizens. Part of the large site
at North Katoomba contains natural bushland providing
habitat for native species, and staff at the shelter are
committed to the preservation of that habitat. Occasion-
ally, stressed native animals are presented to the shelter
and these are passed on to local veterinarians with
special facilities and skills who can engage the assist-
ance of volunteer wildlife rescuers where appropriate.

The progress in the animal shelter’'s work vindicates
the public campaign to preserve the animal shelter when
the RSPCA chose to end its involvement and the active
roles played by local State Member Trish Doyle MP,
Blue Mountains Mayor Mark Greenhill and many others
in ensuring a new era in the life of the animal shelter
could begin.

— Don Morison

See also “A new review on Companion Animal Laws...”
and Have your Say. (Page 6)
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A new review on Companion
Animals Laws—Have Your Say

A long awaited Review of the NSW Companion Animals
Act 1998 has commenced and a discussion paper is
available with a public survey. Submissions close on 4th
May 2025.

This is an opportunity for you to contribute your ideas on
how to improve native wildlife protection through educ-
ation and changed legislation.

Here are some suggestions —

1 Enable NSW local councils to introduce and enforce
cat containment policies.

1 Contain cats on the owner’s properties 24hrs a day
and in the care of a responsible adult when off the
property, same as for dogs. Bring cat containment
into line with Queensland, Victoria, South Australia,
Darwin and Alice Springs.

1 Community education about responsible pet
ownership needs to include responsibilities to protect
wildlife. Wildlife education is needed.

1 Provide community grants to local councils during the
phasing in of new cat containment regulations.

1 Mandatory desexing and microchipping; stop permits
to keep undesexed cats.

1 Annual registration of cats and dogs with discounted
fees to incentivise desexing and microchipping. A tag
to be issued upon registration and worn on the collar
for both cats and dogs, as is done in City of
Melbourne and W.A.

1 Number of cats per household to be restricted to two.
Permits necessary to keep more, as is done in South
Australia with Cats By-law 2024, By-Law No.6. e.g.,
Adelaide Hills Council.

1 Make it an offence for an owned cat to attack, injure

or kill native wildlife, the same regulation as for dogs.

Record cat attacks, the same regulation as for dogs.

Under the Act Wildlife Protection Area clause, it

needs to state that a cat may be seized for the

protection of native wildlife, rather than protection of
the cat as is the current clause.

1 Prohibit dogs from Wildlife Protection Areas, the
same regulation as for cats.

Bring a Blue Mountains perspective to the review, as we
live with wildlife in our suburbs and know the urgency to
protect wildlife, so state your ideas — here is the link to
the  survey  https://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/companion-
animals-act-review/.

=a =

Meredith Brownhill

Feathertail glider
rescued from the
jaws of a pet cat.

J. McConnell.

A g a P an t h us An old-fashioned established garden and a haven for many species of native wildlife,
By Roberta Johnston butin danger of being overcome by weeds € (continued from March Hut News)

So, to the agapanthus. Agapanthus, agapanthus. Oh the
agapanthus. Sturdy and strong, spreading in the garden,
reproducing and setting root systems which defy even
the strongest amongst us. A dry witted Katoomba based
local, Sean, refers to them as “yackendandars”.
Agapanthus are infamous and iconic. Mel Buttle,
comedian and apparent gardener, has a very droll take
on agapanthus. Her comedic eye describes agapanthus
in a very true reaction to her attempts to defeat the
invasive garden species.

In this garden they are long established. Two years
ago, | spent a week in just one small garden bed with my
trusty mattock, hacking, digging and then broke the
mattock handle as | pushed and heaved, in an almost
useless battle with the agapanthus. | could hardly budge
them out of the ground. My back was almost done in
too. | spent weeks recovering and then had to divert
attention to other weeds. | questioned if | would ever be
able to single handedly manage the task of eliminating
the agapanthus.

Recently | had an epiphany. | had tried and failed
again with a new mattock handle, a shovel and renewed
energy to rid the garden (and importantly to save the
edges of the foundations of the cottage) from these
wreckers of house foundations and backs. But still |
could not shift the agapanthus. In desperation | reached
for a savage and radical solution.

The axe! Yes, the short-handled axe. The first strike
sliced through, easily and with little effort ... brilliant!
Before the next cut, an important task. The snails which
shelter in the clumps needed to be relocated. Snails are
the Blue tongues favoured organic meal and welcomed
in this garden.

Hallelujah ... oh joy ... please imagine heavenly
uplifting music ... or thrashing punk rock. OMG, it was
so satisfying. Of hacking through the stems of the plant
to reveal the bulb section underneath. The axe easily
cuts through the bulbs and separates the sections, and
cuts their root systems out of the ground. My green bins
were filled to the brim, and | have renewed belief that |
CAN WIN the battle of the agapanthus. The shovel and
mattock came in as handy finishers, of removing any
roots and left over bits.

The only negative in ridding the garden of agapan-
thus is that the Eastern Spinebills use the agapanthus
nectar. My plan to build into the garden, insect and
nectar providing native species is certain, as | deadhead
any agapanthus not yet eliminated. Bradley method
meets a winning system of eradication of the agapan-
thus! My primary form of gardening, ‘no poison’ hand

weedlng, is not a Iost cause

Blue Mountains Conservation Society - Planning & Development Resource Kit
Do you want to take action on an environmental issue in your neighbourhood or the Blue Mountains more broadly? .

Find out what YOU can do! Go to the Planning and Development Resource Kit:

I Do you want information about the laws and procedures relating to development and environmental protection? I

www.bluemountains.org.au/pdrk-welcome.shtml
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Post-fire recovery of the threatened Southern Greater Glider
— Judy Smith and Peter Smith

The Southern Greater Glider (SGG) was listed as
Vulnerable at national level in 2016 and, in 2022, after the
‘Black Summer’ fires, was uplisted to Endangered at both
national and state level.

We have been monitoring SGGs in and around the
Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area (WHA) since
2015. Monitoring is simple but intensive - we walk for one
hour along a marked 500m transect at night, mainly
detecting gliders by their eyeshine with spotlights. Each
transect search is repeated on three nights in each survey
period. Transects are mainly in tall, moist eucalypt forests
- the favoured habitat of SGGs. For each glider sighted
we record GPS location; the tree species in which it was
found; if the tree is live or dead; canopy or understorey;
and whether the glider was at a hollow. After the 2019-20
Black Summer fires we also recorded the extent of
epicormic growth and remnant foliage in ‘glider trees.
Additional habitat data is collected during the day.

In 2020, SGG numbers were down compared to previous
counts as a consequence of the preceding severe
drought, heatwaves and fire. Five years of post-fire
surveys have now been completed in the relatively cool,
high elevation Jenolan and Wombeyan areas. At Jenolan,
in two transects burnt at high to extreme severity, SGGs
were eliminated by the fires and still no SGGs have
returned - as expected but disappointing.  Around
Wombeyan, in three transects burnt at moderate severity,
SGGs have recovered to pre-fire count levels — extremely
pleasing. In two transects burnt at low severity or unburnt,
SGG numbers are now a mean 45% higher than the pre-
fire counts — extraordinarily pleasing to see up to 30 SGGs
in a one hour survey, i.e. a new glider every two minutes
and no doubt we missed some. The latter two “best’
quadrants also supported the tallest forests and good
numbers of locally favoured food trees: Brown Barrel
Eucalyptus fastigata and Ribbon Gum E. viminalis.
Survey results indicate that, for SGGs, fire severity and
habitat quality matter. Overall, SGGs preferred tall canopy
trees to understorey trees; trees with remnant canopy
foliage with or without epicormic foliage (they eat both
remnant and epicormic foliage) but avoided trees with only
epicormic foliage; and used hollows in live and dead trees
according to their availability.

The extraordinary SGG recovery seen has probably been
facilitated by the unusually high rainfall since the fires.
This time we have been lucky — recovery may have been
slower under drier, hotter conditions. We need to reduce
the extent and frequency of high to extreme severity fires,
and to identify and protect the best patches of SGG
habitat.

Images:

(Top right) Dark-phase Southern
Greater Glider

(right) Lightly burnt forest in
southern Blue Mountains National
Park where Southern Greater
Gliders have made a spectacular
recovery after the Black Summer
Fires.

(left) Pale-phase Southern Greater
Glider

Photographs by Peter Smith.
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Hunt for Bathurst Grassland Earless Dragon:
Considered to be fiRarest Animal in the Worldo

Just beyond the western boundary of the Greater Blue ¥ :

Mountains World Heritage Area, an animal some
consider “the Rarest in the world” is waiting to be found
having not been seen for 30 years. Local Bathurst
naturalists lan McCartney and Gavin Waters in 1966
sent specimens of some lizards they found to the
Australian Museum. It was not until 2019 that four
distinct species of Grassland Earless Dragons were
classified as the Bathurst, Monaro, Victorian and
Canberra Dragons. The Bathurst species was named
after the naturalist lan McCartney - Tympanocryptis
mccartneyi - a very long name for an animal with a head
and body length of 7 cm and a tail max of 9 cm. It is
listed as ‘critically endangered and potentially extinct’.
Recently some specimens of the Victorian species,
thought to be extinct, were found (see photo). This has
given some confidence in finding T. mccartneyi.

T. mccartneyi has three thin white lines running from
the neck, along the body and down the tail. These lines
divide an irregular pattern of light and dark brown or
reddish cross-bands on the back. This patchy pattern
gives good camouflage in its grassland habitat. This
species has no external ear openings. Dragon lizards
are characterised by rough spiny body scales and an
erect stance, clear of the ground.

T. mccartneyi take over burrows excavated by wolf
spiders, associated with partially embedded surface
rocks. These burrows provide shelter sites for over-
wintering, refuge from trampling by livestock and
predation and as a location where eggs can be laid.

We already have the worst mammal extinction
record in the world. If T. mccartneyi is extinct it will be
the first extinction of a reptile on mainland Australia.

A Grassland Earless Dragon Alliance has been
formed and a meeting was held last spring at Bathurst
where landholders, Greening Bathurst and all those
interested in finding the Bathurst Grassland Earless
Dragon were in attendance. The following day, Central

T

Tympanocryptis pinguicolla (Victorian grassland earless
dragon) - Michael Mulvaney Wikimedia Creative Commons

Tablelands Local Land Services, led by senior land
service officers and Alliance members, gave an insightful
workshop on grassland management.

The Bathurst Grassland Earless Dragon Alliance is
a listed charity. You can follow the Alliance on social
media via their Facebook and Instagram accounts.

— Chris Whiteman

References:

NSW Threatened Species Scientific Committee
Conservation Assessment of Bathurst Grassland Earless
Dragon Tympanocryptis mccartneyi Melville, Chaplin,
Hutchinson, Sumner, Gruber, MacDonald & Sarre 2019
(Agamidae) C. Bray and J. Rowley 05/02/2021
https://threatenedspecies.bionet.nsw.gov.au/profile?

id=20379

https://environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/species/

pubs/90478-conservation-advice-01062023.pdf
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Leeches in the Blue Mountains

— Susanne Rix, 5th March 2025

Bushwalking with the Blue Mountains Conservation
Society is always an interesting experience. Last week
the TING group (Thursday interpretive nature group)
walked down into the nature area of South Bullaburra.

What was particularly beautiful about this walk
were the Angophora, in stark contrast to the other
Eucalypts. Eucalyptus piperita was tall and straight
and clearly suitable to be felled for a telegraph pole
(but fortunately protected here in National Park). The
other, the Angophora, gnarled and crooked and clad in
multiple colours from purple to orange to yellow. There
is no way they could be telegraph poles. Saved by their
beauty.

We found ourselves a nice little log to sit on for our
morning tea. That was a mistake. Sitting on a log in a
damp area during the damp month of February.

One of our members shrieked with horror. “A leech
a leech. Let's leave!” | thought to myself “What a
wimp. It's just a leech”. Little did | know my own
wimpiness ...

As | sipped my tea, a sneaky little leech climbed up
my trousers and decided to help itself to the back of my
knee. A rather vulnerable spot really. When it finally
fell off, |1 found it near my foot and flicked it away
thinking | had escaped, until someone noticed blood on
my legs.

| stripped. And then discovered not only one leech
between my toes but two. Double eek. | probably did
the wrong thing in pulling it off, but in my horror and

Iy 32 LK 2

South Bullaburra. (Christine Davies)

As we are a nice casual group strolling at a gentle
pace, | decided | needed to get out of there pronto. So |
galloped up the hill and waited sitting high on the gate over
the concrete driveway where | was safe from any
marauding creatures. | managed to stem the flow of blood
with multiple tissues from the group when they arrived. But
days later the darn bites were still itching. Worse than sand
flies. Now, a week later, | have an infected foot.

| have learned that the best way to remove the leech is
to scrape it off with a finger nail or credit card rather than
pulling it off. And to disinfect the bite with hand sanitiser.

I’ll be walking with a credit card and hand sanitiser next

panic | just wanted it off. Immediately! bushwalk.

‘Around 9,000 species have already gone extinct in
Australia and we’ll likely lose another this week.’

The findings of a new study reveal that Australia's loss of biodiversity is
far greater than was previously recognised.

The study was undertaken by a national team of 10 scientists from
universities, museums and state governments, and was led by
Biodiversity Council member Professor John Woinarski from Charles
Darwin University.

The study estimated the number of non-marine Australian
invertebrate species — those without a backbone, like worms, beetles,
bees and butterflies — that have become extinct since Europeans arrived
in 1788. It found that 9,111 species are likely to have become extinct in
those 236 years.

Invertebrates are the building blocks of almost all ecological systems.
Loss of invertebrates will destabilise those systems. It will negatively
impact the resources we depend upon, like pollination, cycling of
nutrients into the soil, clean air and waterways.

In an ABC radio interview, Dr Woinarski said: “This study indicates
that the extent of loss of Australian biodiversity is far greater than has
previously been acknowledged. In order to stem this rate of loss, our
conservation efforts need to be more broadly-based.

‘It is important that Australia’s federal and state and territory
governments, and the community, give much greater priority to
understanding, monitoring and protecting our invertebrates,” Prof
Woinarski said.

Source: Biodiversity Council and The Conversation
Read the study: This is the way the world ends; not with a bang but a
whimper: Estimating the number and ongoing rate of extinctions of

Australian non-marine invertebrates, Cambridge University Press
December 2024 Woinarski. https://bit.ly/43KRXhU
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Hut News Trivia
Answer to Question 11

No! Darwinia species were named in
honour of Erasmus Darwin, grandfather
of Charles Darwin by the botanist
Edward Rudge in 1816. Erasmus
Darwin was a physician, botanist, poet
and slave abolitionist.

Climate Action in
Macquarie

The Macquarie Alliance for Climate is a
non-partisan coalition of people and
groups in the Hawkesbury and Blue
Mountains who want to see meaningful
action on climate change. We formed in
2021 and have representatives from a
range of climate, environment, faith and
community groups.

The 2025 federal election is fast
approaching, and together we can
make climate a top priority.

Join the movement for climate action in
Macquarie!

Macquarie Alliance for Climate
https://www.macquariealliance.org/
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BUSHWALK'NG Enjoy the bush, learn about the Blue Mountains natural

environment and find out why bushwalking has been a popular pastime in the Blue
Mountains for more than 100 years. Our bushwalking convenor is Doug Nicholls
dougnicholls@bigpond.com, phone 0455 850 753.

Walks are graded and generally suitable for walkers of average fitness but may vary in
degree of difficulty. Participants need to be aware of their own capabilities and can
discuss with the bushwalking convenor, group coordinator or leader.

Underneath is a brief summary of walks and leaders for this month.
Please check our website for detailed walks program and program
changes. https://www.bluemountains.org.au/bushwalking.shtml

MONDAY LEISURE WALKS: Short day walks 3-5

hours. Bring morning tea, lunch and adequate water. THURSDAY PLEASURE WALKS are 2-3 hours and are
Coordinator: Melanie Lawson 0431 214 687. conducted at a leisurely pace. Coordinator: Beverley
melanielawson@outlook.com.au . Thompson (4757 2076 denfenella12@bigpond.com)

Apr 7 Hat Hill-Bald Head /return. 6km. Barbara 0428 962 460. Apr 10 Warrimoo Lookouts. Ros 0417 261 465. Gr2.

Apr 14 Blue Gum Swamp and Bees Nest Hill. 12 km, 270m Apr 17 Braeside Walk, Blackheath. Tracy 0434 362 611. Gr 2.

ascent/descent. Angela 0427 133 327 Apr 24 Blue Gum Swamp Circuit, Springwood 9km. Angela

Apr 21 No walk scheduled due to Easter Public Holiday 0427 133 327. Gr 2.

Apr 28 Bowtells Bridge walk 13km, 500m ascent/descent. Lyn May 1 Birdwood Gully and Madeline Glen. Maurice 0402 402
0432352 850 783. Gr 2.

May 5 NellieQ Glen and Devil@ Hole Circuit. 10km, 534 May 8 Colo River Lookout. Easy. 3km. Carpool $5. Maurice

ascent/descent. Grd. Melanie 0431 214 687 0402 402 783. Gr 1.

May 12 Neates Glen Loop v_ia Braeside Fire Trail and Evans SATURDAY WALKS: Usually a full day, longer walk at

Lookout. 7.5km approx. Lois 0427 184 165 a faster pace. Coordinator Harold Thompson

TUESDAY FITNESS WALKS: 'Medium Day' walks suit- 0409 010 737, Harold.thompson@bigpond.com).

able for walkers of average fitness, 3-5 hours. Bring Apr 5 Furber Steps to Ruined Castle. Harold 0409 010 737.

morning tea/lunch/adequate water. Coordinator: Phill Gr 3, 14km. Map Jamison.

Cox (0415 449 174 mrpacox@hotmail.com ) Apr 12 Ikara Head and Girraween Cave. Geoff 0497 638 033.

Apr 8 Top Points, Zig Zag, Clarence. Gr2. 6km. Doug Nicolls Gr 3, 8km. Map Mt Wilson.

0455 850 753 Apr 19 Jack Evans Track. Harold 0409 010 737. Gr 3-4, 5km.

Apr 15 Train. Olympic Park, Kronos Hill region (many birds & Map Penrith West.

water views). Grl. 6km. Judith Dyer 0419 780 640. Apr 26 Bowtells Swing Bridge. Leader Lotti, 0418 291 814.

Apr 22 McMahons Lookout. Gr 1. 4km. Maurice Kerkham Gr 3, 15km. Map Hampton.

0402 402 783. May 3 Jinki Ridge. Geoff 0497 638 033. Gr 3, 7km. Map Mt

Apr 29 Lockleys Pylon. Gr 2-3. 8km. 160m 1 J, Sharon Cox Wilson.

0404 622 515 NOTE TO ALL BUSHWALKERS: Meeting places and times are

May 6 Train. Barangaroo to Central. Grl. 6km. Marilyn Savic
0409 924 663. John Savic 0400 990 444.

May 13 Blue Gum Swamp Circuit. Gr2. 10 km. Bobby Hunter
0429 708 393.

not given because sometimes there are changes to the
program. Please check with the walks leader.

Visit the Saturday walks facebook - https://www.facebook.com/bmcslongerbushwalks?fref=nf

25 years of living near the bush (Part 3)

— Christine Davies

Observing life in a native garden is like watching a David Attenborough nature
series, without the sound effects. The birds are prominent but there are many
other animals. Most of them are invertebrates (animals without backbone)
which evolved to feed on plants and other invertebrates. Invertebrates can also
be food for vertebrates (animals with backbone) and can perform other vital
roles to maintain the ecosystem. Most of them are very small.

Other larger animals turn up from time to time — tree frogs, antechinus and
(unfortunately) neighbourhood cats which, if seen, make a hasty departure.

There were lots of little skinks which have been replaced by larger Blue
Mountains Water Skinks. (Did they eat the little skinks?) | once saw a
fascinating little spider camouflaged to look like a bird dropping, aptly named the
Bird-dropping Spider. (Read about the Bird-dropping Spider on page 12.)

The largest invertebrates are Blue Mountains Stick Insects (a species of
Phasmid) which last April chose a prominent glass door, on my deck, as a
dating site. | had to avoid sliding the door for three days.

In the early years, | laid down newspaper and leaf mulch to keep the weeds
at bay. Now | am older, the weeds have become a problem. One day
somebody will clear the native plants — not everybody wants a bush garden.
But the Blue Mountains National Park is close by and it is part of a million
hectares of bushland protected forever in the Greater Blue Mountains World
Heritage Area. That is a comfort to know.

In the meantime, | will continue to enjoy watching the birds and learning
about nature in the Blue Mountains.

Stick insects on the glass door.
(Christine Davies)
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A page for keen nature observers
What to |l ook for i n Aut umn

Yellow-faced Honeyeaters fly
northward in their thousands

Look and listen for large flocks of birds early in the
morning above you. If you’re lucky, you might catch a
glimpse of one of the east coast’'s most exciting annual
migrations. Most of them are heading for northern NSW
and Queensland. (Image by John French)

Birds of Australia STORYBOX ison

display at Blue Mountains Theatre and Community Hub,
Springwood, until 27 April 2025.

This outdoor, digital installation, showcases the
incredible world of Australia's birdlife.

Presented on STORYBOX, an interactive storytelling

= cube, The Birds of Australia, brings to life the iconic bird

_~= illustrations of John and Elizabeth Gould together with
« First Nations storytelling and knowledges.

Wild flowers in Aprll Trace the journey of these ornithologists as they travell-
ed across New South Wales in the 1800s on one of the
most significant birding expeditions in history, helping
year. See what you can see. If you inform contemporary knowledge and conservation of

look closely, you will see new flower Australian birds.
spikes on some of the Banksias. The Birds of Australia is a touring digital installation

. presented by the Australian Museum.
The Turtle Orchid P, Highly recommended!
Hidden in leaf litter you

might see a tiny orchid. Its Red Bloodwood trees rowering

botanical name is Chilog- " In the mid and lower mountains you might see flowering

lottis seminuda. It is al_so - gum trees. Red Bloodwoods have lots of lovely

mggggy"g :trjueco]l)-urtle Orchid. creamy white flowers and are very popular with Flying
Foxes who eat the nectar and pollinate the flowers.

Spring is the best time for wildflowers,
but there are wildflowers in the bush all

Weird and Wonderful—a Bird-dropping Spider

You may never see a Bird-dropping Spider, even though they are moderately common in
suburban gardens. It looks just like a bird dropping but, if disturbed, it will unfold its eight legs
and turn into a medium sized spider. It sits there all day, its camouflage protecting it from
predators. And it hunts at night. But not like any normal spider.

At night, the Bird-dropping Spider hangs from the edge of a leaf or twig on a short silk thread,
its forelegs outstretched. While doing this it releases a chemical scent (pheromone) that mimics
the airborne pheromone released by female moths to attract their mates. The unfortunate male
moths that are attracted by the spider's deceiving pheromone eventually flutter close enough to
the spider to be grabbed by its strong front legs. Find out more on Australian Museum website:
https://australian.museum/learn/animals/spiders/bird-dropping-spider/

i Adelina

Adelina&s Mailbag What did you see in the Blue Mountains - in
I know Adelina likes to know about your garden or during your favourite
special sightings. | was amazedtosee | ® hyshwalk - during April? Was it something
32 Plumed Whistling-Ducks at 2

Wentworth Falls Lake on Saturday 15 that wasnd there last month? Please tell Hut
February. I'm sure other members News! Send your stories, photos or drawings to
heard about them, or saw them. Adelina at hutnews@bluemountains.org.au or post to
— Margaret Fagan PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls 2782.
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