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We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this 
land, the Dharug and Gundungurra people, and pay 
respect to their elders past, present  and emerging. 

HUT NEWS 
 2025 marks the 25th anniversary of the inscription of Greater Blue Mountains 

World Heritage Area on the UNESCO World Heritage List.  As a testimony to 

the love and respect we have for this amazing and unique land, we will take 

the time to understand, connect with and seek to protect it.     

BMCS NATIVE PLANT NURSERY 
Native plant sales at the Blackheath Growers Market 
on Sunday 9th February 2025    (8am to 12 noon).  
For enquiries and to place an order, please contact 
Nursery Manager plantnurserybmcs@outlook.com 

Blue Mountains Conservation Society Inc.  

Sunset Gathering 
Thursday 20 February, 6.30 PM 

Conservation Hut, Wentworth Falls  

The Blue Mountainsô World Heritage Silver Anniver-
sary year commences with our February sunset 
gathering at the Hut. 

Meet other members of the Society.  Hear about 
plans for the Anniversary year and what your 
Society is doing.   Light refreshments will be served. 

Please book for free to assist catering:  
bit.ly/sunset2025, or 0490 419 779 (message)    
 

 To help celebrate the anniversary, at the gathering 
and during the year, we'd appreciate members 
providing photos that you think display the wonder-
ment and detail of the world heritage area - from the 
landscape to the microscopic and everything in-
between.  We'll acknowledge the photographer 
when displaying chosen photos.  Send your photo(s) 
to membership@bluemountains.org.au with the 
name of the photographer and approximate date the 
photo was taken.       
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World Heritage in the Blue Mountains  

Why should we protect it? 
The Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area is 
considered a biodiversity hotspot for plants and also a Key 
Biodiversity Area lying within one of the worldôs 17 nations 
classed as ñmegadiverseò.   Read more on Page 5.   

Itôs all about TEAMWORK! What can 
YOU do to help the natural environment? 

The Blue Mountains Conservation Society has nearly 900 
members and together we can make a difference!   

      At our Annual General Meeting on Saturday 5th April 
2025, members will elect a new Management Committee to 
serve for the following 12 months.  If you are interested in 
finding out about Management Committee positions, a list of 
Duties and Responsibilities can be found at https://
www.bluemountains.org.au/agm/bmcs-mc-position-
descriptions-latest.pdf 

      There are many other ways you can help.  Now is a 
good time to think about what YOU can do to help the Blue 
Mountains environment.    It can be as much or as little as 
you are able to contribute with the time and energy you 
have available.  What are your interests?  What can you do 
as part of a team?  Do you want to join an existing 
subcommittee?  Are you interested in communications? 
land use? helping with events? publicity? growing native 
plants? environmental education? newsletter? other?  

      If you want to find out more, please email or phone the 
Society (bmcs@bluemountains.org.au  0490 419 779) and 
leave a message detailing what you are most interested in. 
A member of the management team will contact you. 

Giant pink slug makes a comeback 
The Kaputar slug is found only on an extinct volcano in 
Mount Kaputar NP, near Narrabri NSW.  In 2019, an 
estimated 90% of the population was killed in bushfires.   

     But since 2020, visitors to the park using the NPWS Slug 
Sleuth app have reported sightings.  There have been about 
850 reports, some with dozens of slugs. (Guardian 11/1/25)
The Kaputar slug is a close relative of the Red Triangle 
Slug, found in the Blue Mountains and along the east coast. 
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Blue Mountains Conservation 
Society Inc.   

    Post:  PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls 2782  
    Phone:  0490 419 779 * (leave message)  
    Email:  bmcs@bluemountains.org.au   
    Website:  www.bluemountains.org.au   
    Facebook and Instagram:  
         addresses can be found on website.  
 

President:    Annette Cam  0450 215 125 
  president@bluemountains.org.au 
Senior Vice President:  Tara Cameron 
  taracameron4@gmail.com 
2nd Vice President:  Madi Maclean  
natpks@bluemountains.org.au 
Administration Officer: Jeanette Robertson     
  sao@bluemountains.org.au 
Bushcare Officer 
  Peter Ardill pa13424soc@proton.me 
Environmental Education Officer: 
  Annette Sartor    
  education@bluemountains.org.au  
Events Coordinator: 
  Jo Carroll jocarr2014@gmail.com 
Land Use Officer:  Angela Langdon 
  landuse@bluemountains.org.au 
Meetings Secretary:  Heather Hull 
  4739 1493  hhull001@bigpond.net.au 
Membership Secretary: 
  Andrew Solomon 0408 267 078 
  membership@bluemountains.org.au 
National Parks & World Heritage Officer: 
   Madi Maclean 0412 428 202 
   natpks@bluemountains.org.au 
Newsletter Editor:  Christine Davies    
  hutnews@bluemountains.org.au 
Nursery Manager:  Paul Irwin    
  plantnurserybmcs@outlook.com 
Publicity Officer: vacant  
Sustainability / Climate Change Officer: 
  Nathalie Verellen    
  sustain@bluemountains.org.au 
Threatened Species Officer:  
  Liam Ramage  0478 088896  
threatened_species@bluemountains.org.au   
Treasurer and Public Officer:  
  Elizabeth Howard  0414 090 251    
  eh.mistover@bigpond.com 
Webmaster: Alan Crooks 
  webmaster@bluemountains.org.au  

Bushwalking Convenor:  
  Doug Nicholls 0455 850 753 
  dougnicholls@bigpond.com 
Bushfire Representative: 
  Hugh Paterson 0427 512 303 
  fmatter@bigpond.net.au 
Thursday Interpretive Nature Group: 
  Christine Davies    
  hutnews@bluemountains.org.au 
Plant Study Group:  Meredith Brownhill   
  mountains@westnet.com.au 

If you want to volunteer to help with the work 
of the Society, in any capacity:  
email  bmcs@bluemountains.org.au   
or phone 0490 419 779 (leave a message). 

Management committee can appoint members to fill 
vacant management committee positions, to serve 
until the following AGM.   

From the President 
This year is the 25th Anniversary of the inscription 
of the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage 
Area.  How fortunate it is that there were people 
with sufficient foresight, knowledge, dedication 
and tenacity to see through the process of 
ensuring that large, protected areas of National 
Park and Wilderness in the Greater Blue 
Mountains were inscribed onto UNESCOôs world 

heritage list in 2020. Definitely saving nature for future generations!   

      As we make our way through the year, come with us and share 
aspects of this crucial journey and join in our events and activities. 
Send us your thoughts about our events, newsletter items and the 
work we are doing. Even better, help us out at our various stalls, or 
write us a letter to include in Hut News.  Each and every member is 
an important part of our conservation story and we are grateful for 
your ongoing support.   

      In these times of increasing pressure on biodiversity, the 
conservation of this large, protected natural area is more important 
than ever.  There are still threats to its integrity that we need to be 
mindful of and work to resolving.  This is the important work that the 
Society does each year. 

      Over Christmas, I took an expedition to Australia and New 
Zealandôs subantarctic islands.  What an incredible experience!   
These islands were left in a dreadfully degraded state after 
occupation by early colonists, with bird and seal populations driven 
to near extinction.   But, because of an immense volume of work 
done recently by both NZ and Australia to remove invasive species 
and allow the process of rehabilitation to commence, we now see 
vast congregations of wildlife and rare plants thriving on these 
unique islands. 

      It was both thrilling and heart-warming to see over three million 
pairs of Royal Penguins and King Penguins along the shores of 
Macquarie Island, and tens of thousands of albatross nesting along 
cliff-tops of Campbell Island.   

It gives me hope that if people really put their hearts and minds to 
saving our natural world, and follow up with actions, we can make a 
huge difference for generations to come.  

ðAnnette Cam, President      
    president@bluemountains.org.au 

 
 

Birds of Australia STORYBOX 
A new outdoor, digital installation, showcasing the incredible world of 
Australia's birdlife, will be on  display at Blue Mountains Theatre + 
Community Hub from 5 February to 27 April 2025. 

      Presented on STORYBOX, an interactive storytelling cube, The 
Birds of Australia brings to life the iconic bird illustrations of John and 
Elizabeth Gould, together with First Nations storytelling and 
knowledge. 

      Trace the journey of these ornithologists as they travelled across 
New South Wales in the 1800s on one of the most significant birding 
expeditions in history, helping inform contemporary knowledge and 
conservation of Australian birds. 

      The Birds of Australia is a touring digital installation presented by 
the Australian Museum. 

      The digital 3D storytelling cube invites communities to connect 
with stories, animations, illustrations and interactives that reflect on 
the wonder and fragility of Australia's unique bird life. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Annual General Meeting:ðSaturday 5th April, 2pm, Mid Mountains 
Community Centre.   

Bat Night:  Saturday 15th March, 6pm to 8.30pm, Cultural Centre, 
Katoomba.  . 
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At the Katoomba roundabout, as I stepped 
onto the pedestrian crossing, I saw a very 
large dragonfly flying in front of a motor car, 
then retreating to the curb.  It was a female 
Petalura gigantea, the endangered Giant 
Dragonfly and it was in great danger.  

     I managed to scoop Petalura up in both 
hands, but she flew off and hung onto the 
wall of the Family Hotel and stayed there.  A 
woman passing by asked me if I was looking 
for something, I told her I was rescuing an 
endangered dragonfly and she replied, ñI 
have just rescued a butterflyò. We 
understood each other. 

      This time I carefully gathered Petalura 
up, asked her to trust me and held her 
against my shirt as she clung to it. Grabbing 
my shopping trolley in the other hand I 
walked down Murri Street towards the Gully 
swamps ï if only I could get her to safety. 

     Petalura gripped her feet onto my finger 
and sat in my hand as I walked down the 
road. Getting to the Gully, with a swamp in 
sight, I offered her a Privet branch and that is 
where I left her, perching on a Privet branch 
quivering her wings.  I do hope she found the 
swamp. 

Meredith Brownhill, 20 December 2024 

Despite High Pathogenicity H5 Bird Flu continuing to be a major 
concern overseas, Australia, New Zealand and Pacific Islands 
continue to be free of the virus. In recognition of the H5 bird flu 
threat, the Australian Government is investing more than 
$100 million into enhancing national preparedness and response 
capability for this virus. It is now found in many mammal species 
overseas. It is found in poultry and dairy cows in the USA.  

       There is a chance that migrating birds with the disease may be 
dropping off as they try to make the massive flight to Australia 
which normally is a huge strain on the birds.  A major concern is 
that H5 Bird Flu has spread via South American islands to 
Antarctica where seals, pelicans, skua and other birds have 
become infected. Australian biosecurity authorities have set up 
cameras across its Antarctica territory. A monitoring program to 
detect viral incursions and future impact is being implemented 
through the Australian Antarctic Divisionôs Seabird Conservation 
Team, where specific protocols are in place for expeditioners 
working with or observing wildlife. 

       The following is a link to information about H5 Bird Flu 
compiled by the Australian Government.   
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/campaigns/birdflu  

 What if I find sick or dead birds? 

       The most obvious sign of (HPAI) H5N1 virus is sudden death in 
several birds. Other signs can include weakness, tremors, 
paralysis, difficulty breathing, lack of co-ordination, blindness, 
trembling, and diarrhoea. 

       If you see 3 or more sick or dead birds in a group, report it to 
the Animal Disease Watch Hotline on 1800 675 888. This will put 
you in touch with your state or territoryôs biosecurity authority. 

¶ Do not handle the birds (or mammals). 

¶ Provide as much detail to Biosecurity authorities as you 
can, including: 

¶ If possible, GPS reading or other precise location 
information 

¶ photographs and/or videos of sick and dead birds 

¶ species identity if known and estimate of numbers affected 

High Pathogenicity H5 Bird Flu Update 
- Chris Whiteman, January 2025 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ ²ƛƪƛƳŜŘƛŀ /ƻƳƳƻƴǎ 

Hut News is in colour!  From February 2025, 

your posted copy of Hut News will be printed in colour.      

Giant Dragonfly rescued     
from Katoomba traffic! 

Hut News:  Send your contributions to 
the Hut News Editor: 
hutnews@bluemountains.org.au  or PO 
Box 29, Wentworth Falls 2782.  Word limit 
is 400 words or by negotiation.  Deadline is 
the 12th day of the previous month (Feb 12 
for March).   Enquiries by email, or phone 
message to 0490 419 779.   

https://www.agriculture.gov.au/campaigns/birdflu
mailto:hutnews@bluemountains.org.au
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 Membership:  Join the Society online 
www.bluemountains.org.au/joining.shtml or phone 0490 
419 779 (leave message).  Members receive our monthly 
newsletter, Hut News, by post and online.  Tick the box for a 
hard copy of the newsletter.    

²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳƳƛƴŜƴǘ ŘŜƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ Ŏƻŀƭ ƳƛƴƛƴƎ 
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ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻǿƴǎ ƭƛƪŜ /ǳƭƭŜƴ .ǳƭƭŜƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜƭȅ 
ƻƴ Ŏƻŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 
άƎƘƻǎǘ ǘƻǿƴǎέΦ    ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƴŜŀǊōȅ DŀǊŘŜƴǎ ƻŦ {ǘƻƴŜ {ǘŀǘŜ wŜŎǊŜŀǝƻƴ 
!ǊŜŀΣ /ǳƭƭŜƴ .ǳƭƭŜƴ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜΦ 

LƳŀƎŜǎΥ   

/ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴŜǊǎ ǊŀƭƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ 
ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƭŀƴŘŦƻǊƳǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ 
ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎΦ   

¢ƘŜ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ǇŀƎƻŘŀ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ Ǝƭƻǿǎ 
ƎƻƭŘŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǩƴƎ ǎǳƴΦ    

tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ōȅ WǳƭƛŜ CŀǾŜƭƭΦ   

Good things take a long time!   
About 10 years ago, during the Coalpac / Gardens of Stone campaign, I 
dropped leaflets at every house in Cullen Bullen inviting residents to a 
tourism meeting in the local hall.  Rich Evans (then Lithgow Business 
Chamber of Commerce) and myself conducted a promotion of tourism in 
Cullen Bullen to a somewhat skeptical audience. 

Well, today I did the same run, dropping leaflets for the independent 
candidate for Calare.  I was amazed how many houses seemed well kept 
and quite obviously used as holiday accommodation.  Apparently, the 
Hotel has plans to open again with accommodation and óThe Salami Manô 
has opened a neat caf® and shop right on the highway.  Shaun makes a 
fantastic salami and he is enthusiastic about the booming tourism in 
Cullen Bullen.  

Good things take a long time. 

ð Thomas Ebersoll www.newneshotelcabins.com 

2025 could be one of the 
most significant years for 
nature in NSW history 

Source: Wilderness Australia 

In 2024 we saved two key greater glider strong-
holds from logging.  

In 2025, we intend to save them all. 

Over the coming year the NSW Government is 
likely to announce the single most significant 
decision for forest biodiversity ever made. The fate 
of two million hectares of state forests, along with 
dozens of threatened species - koalas and greater 
gliders included - will be at stake. 

The Governmentôs Forestry Industry Action Plan 
will decide either to end native forest logging on 
public land forever, or to continue it for decades to 
come. Itôs fair to say that large parts of our forest 
biodiversity will not survive the latter option. 

Read more:  https://bit.ly/3WfLeYL 
 

Citizen Science 
Consider taking part in a citizen science project 
through the Dead Tree Detective and initiative of 
the University of Western Sydney to help our trees. 

When you're out and about this summer, please 
keep an eye out for dead and dying trees. If you 
spot any, snap some photos and upload your 
observation to the Dead Tree Detective project on 
the Atlas of Living Australia https://
www.facebook.com/atlasoflivingaustralia  

Tree Habitat project 
Do you have animals in your area that could benefit from 
additional nesting sites? It could be a bird, a possum, or even 
a lizard? 

      The Society is  looking at initiating a program to install tree 
hollows and nest boxes at appropriate sites within the Greater 
Blue Mountains World Heritage Area.  Details of the program 
have not yet been decided but it could mean subsidising the 
installation of a nesting site and then monitoring how the site is 
then used. 

      There will be a free information session on 22 March 2025 
at 2PM at the Lawson Community Centre for anyone 
interested in participating. We hope to have speakers from the 
Blue Mountains Botanic Garden Mt Tomah, Blue Mountains 
City Council, nest site providers, and maybe even residents 
who have already experienced the provision of wildlife real 
estate.  

      We strongly encourage families to attend. This could be an 
opportunity to get together and encourage some furry, 
feathered, or scaly friends into your outdoor living space or 
surrounds. 

      For more information contact Elizabeth Howard on 4782 
7505, eh.mistover@bigpond.com or watch for news on our 
website bluemountains.org.au 

https://www.bluemountains.org.au/joining.shtml
http://www.newneshotelcabins.com
https://bit.ly/3WfLeYL
https://www.facebook.com/atlasoflivingaustralia
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tǊƛƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ млл҈ ǊŜŎȅŎƭŜŘ ǇŀǇŜǊ                                                                                           Iǳǘ bŜǿǎΣ bƻ понΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнр τtŀƎŜ р 

Letôs have a closer look at these terms and what they 
mean. 

Why is biodiversity important? 

The Royal Society states: ñBiodiversity is essential 
for the processes that support all life on Earth, 
including humans.  Without a wide range of 
animals, plants and microorganisms, we cannot 
have the healthy ecosystems that we rely on to 
provide us with the air we breathe and the food we 
eat.  And people also value nature of itself.ò

1 

Australia is one of only 17 megadiverse 
nations. 

Identified by Conservation International as a 
ñmegadiverse countryò, Australia is one of the 17 nations 
with extremely high levels of biodiversity. 

What is a ñmegadiverse countryò? 

This is a term for countries with a high level of 
biodiversity, including a high proportion of endemic 
species, genera and families. To be classed as 
ñmegadiverseò, a nation must have at least 5,000 
endemic plants and have a marine ecosystem within its 
borders.  

Seventy per cent of the worldôs flora and fauna exists in 
these 17 nations, which together comprise only 10 per 
cent of the surface of the earth. You can find out the 
other megadiverse nations via this link in the footnote.

2 

So why is Australia on this list? 

Australia has between 600,000 and 700,000 different 
plant and animal species and has the greatest number of 
endemic species of any nation.

3
  We are only one of two 

ñdevelopedò nations to be classified as megadiverse. 

What is a ñbiodiversity hotspotò? 

A ñbiodiversity hotspotò is a biogeographic region with 
significant levels of biodiversity that is threatened by 
human habitation.

4 
 The term was adopted by 

Conservation International in 1989 after being first 
proposed by Norman Myers in 1988. To be classified as 
a hotspot, the region must have at least 1,500 species of 
vascular plants as endemics, and it has to have lost at 
least 70 per cent of its primary vegetation.  

Where are the biodiversity hotspots in 
Australia? 

The Eastern Australian temperate forests and Southwest 
Australia are classed as óbiodiversity hotspotsò. Both 
these areas have a high number of endemic plant 
species and both have been substantially cleared of their 
original vegetation.   

The ñEastern Australian temperate forestsò is a region of 
open forest starting from the east coast of NSW on the 
south coast, to southern Queensland. These forests are 
predominately dry sclerophyll and wet sclerophyll forest, 
with some rainforest communities also present. The 
GBMWHA is part of this ecoregion. There is a 
particularly rich collection of endemic eucalypt species in 
the Blue Mountains - indeed, the number of eucalypt 
species and plant communities present in the Blue 
Mountains is the reason for the inscription of the WHA.  

What is a ñKey Biodiversity Areaò? 

Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs)
5
 are diverse places for 

nature from deserts to oceans, and sites of global 
importance to Earthôs overall health and the persistence 
of biodiversity.  

Twelve of  the worldôs leading nature conservation 
organisations have formed the KBA Partnership to 
identify, map, monitor and conserve the most important 
places for life on Earth. Birdlife Australia works as a KBA 
partner to identify areas of key biodiversity for birds 
across the country and help manage and protect the 
wildlife that depends on them. Australia has 334 KBAs, 
with over two-thirds of threatened birds and other 
species in these areas. Eighty per cent of Australians 
live within an hourôs drive of a KBA. 

The GBMWHA is one of these KBAs and so is 
considered globally a crucial area for a diverse range of 
wildlife and plant diversity.  There are many species of 
threatened birds and mammals, as well as plants, that 
call the GBMWHA home. 

Look out for more information on these species as well 
as threats to our biodiversity (and what you can do to 
help) in future issues of Hut News. 

¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ .ƭǳŜ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎ ²ƻǊƭŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ !ǊŜŀ 
όD.a²I!ύ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƘƻǘǎǇƻǘ 
ŦƻǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ YŜȅ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ !ǊŜŀ ƭȅƛƴƎ 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ мт ƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǎ 
άƳŜƎŀŘƛǾŜǊǎŜέΦ 

Our GBMWHA is unique and globally 

significant in terms of beauty, biodiversity 

and cultural significance. We absolutely 

must continue to ensure it is protected       

at the highest level. 

 wŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΥ 
м ƘǧǇǎΥκκǊƻȅŀƭǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦƻǊƎκƴŜǿǎ-ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎκ
ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅκǿƘȅ-ƛǎ-ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ-ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘκ  
н ƘǧǇǎΥκκŜƴΦǿƛƪƛǇŜŘƛŀΦƻǊƎκǿƛƪƛκ
aŜƎŀŘƛǾŜǊǎŜψŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎІwŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ  
о ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦǿŜŦƻǊǳƳΦƻǊƎκǎǘƻǊƛŜǎκнлнпκлсκŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ
-Řŀȅ-ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ-ǿƻǊƭŘ-ƳŜƎŀŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ-ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎκ  
п ƘǧǇǎΥκκōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅŀ-ȊΦƻǊƎκŎƻƴǘŜƴǘκōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ-ƘƻǘǎǇƻǘǎ  
р ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƪŜȅōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅŀǊŜŀǎΦƻǊƎ  

World Heritage in the Blue Mountains ï why should we protect it? 
ðAnnette Cam, President 

{ǳƴǊƛǎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ DǊƻǎŜ ²ƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎΣ Wǳƭȅ нлмсΣ ό/ƘǊƛǎǝƴŜ 5ŀǾƛŜǎύ  

https://royalsociety.org/news-resources/projects/biodiversity/why-is-biodiversity-important/
https://royalsociety.org/news-resources/projects/biodiversity/why-is-biodiversity-important/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Megadiverse_countries#References
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Megadiverse_countries#References
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2024/06/environment-day-biodiversity-world-megadiverse-countries/
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2024/06/environment-day-biodiversity-world-megadiverse-countries/
https://biodiversitya-z.org/content/biodiversity-hotspots
https://www.keybiodiversityareas.org
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The Horse Track returned to 
walkers ð Alethea Morison 
Few views could be more spectacular than the Grose 
Valley from Govetts Leap or Evans Lookout. Waterfalls 
plunge down sheer rock walls of red, grey and gold as 
white cockatoos fly in screaming spirals among treetops 
far below.   

      A close rival would be the inverse view from within 
the valley.  Looking up from the track beside the 
tumbling river and beneath the blue gums one sees 
those same rock walls, soaring all around to heights of 
around 500 metres and catching the changing light.  

      Little wonder then that some of the Mountainsô most 
iconic walks descend to and climb from the Grose 
Valley.  From north to south, trails lead from Victoria 
Falls, Perrys Lookdown, Pierces Pass, Lockleys Pylon 
and now the HorseTrack below Evans Lookout.  Since 
fires and floods disabled Govetts Leap and Rodriguez 
Pass tracks, reopening of the Horse Track after decades 
of disuse has sparked considerable excitement.    

      Established in the pre-National Park days of logging 
and mining, the Horse Track makes a steep but steady 
and well graded route to the Grose River and Blue Gum 
Forest.  

      Soon after the (currently unmarked) turnoff, walkers 

will encounter a poster that says, ñWarning. You are now 
leaving the Grand Canyon Track. Horse Track and the 
Grose Valley is a remote, fire and flood affected area. 
Track is steep, unmarked and in places rough and hard 
to find. No mobile phone signal. Grade 5 tracks. Very 
experienced bushwalkers.ò  

      While the steepness and lack of signal remain true, 
major trackwork is underway. New steps, culverts and 
signposting will make the Horse Track safer, more stable 
and more navigable. This will open up tremendous 
trekking possibilities:  

¶  an out-and-back day trip from Evans Lookout to the 
cascades and pools around Junction Rock;  

¶  an over-nighter to the campground at Acacia Flat 

¶   if you can arrange a car shuffle (or even train and 
bike) a hike to or from Victoria Falls, Lockleys Pylon off 
the Mt Hay Rd or Pierces Pass off Bells Line of Road;  

¶  or an epic circuit from Perrys Lookdown around the 
clifftops to Govetts Leap and Evans Lookout, then down 
to the valley and up again to Perrys Look-down. 

      Hopefully, the options will extend still further with the 
reopening of the Govetts Leap track to Junction Rock. 

  LƳŀƎŜǎΥ aŀƧƻǊ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀŦƻƻǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ IƻǊǎŜ ¢ǊŀŎƪΤ 
.ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƻǊǎŜ ¢ǊŀŎƪ  
ό!ƭŜǘƘŜŀ aƻǊƛǎƻƴύ 

Plant Study Group at Perrys Lookdown 
ðJanice Hughes.   
The Plant Study Group met at Perrys Lookdown on Saturday 11

th
 January to 

study the existing plant communities. Perrys Lookdown refers to a lookout 
situated on the edge of Open Eucalypt forest and overlooks the Grose 
Valley.  At the base of the lookout is the well known Blue Gum Forest.  
      After recent upgrades to the road to improve access and provide 
facilities such as picnic benches, toilets and a yarning circle, some plants 
were relocated along with additional plantings to maintain the natural 
bushland environment. 

      Lambertia formosa, several varieties of Persoonia, and Platysace were 
putting on a show.  Pictured is the Lobelia dentata. 

      The Plant Study Groupôs 2025 programme is now up on the website 
https://www.bluemountains.org.au/psg/index.shtml, so if you are interested 
in learning about our Blue Mountains flora do contact Meredith at 
mountains@westnet.com.au ' 

https://www.bluemountains.org.au/psg/index.shtml
mailto:mountains@westnet.com.au
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Adelinaôs Mailbag 
Dear Adelina,    

I thought you might be interested in a 
recent Echidna sighting in First Street 
Blackheath. 

Regards, Wayne Smith (19/12/24) 

About the Echidna:  The Platypus and the Echidna are 
monotremes and the only living species of egg-laying 
mammals.  There are two species of Echidna.  The Long-
beaked Echidna is confined to the highlands of New Guinea. 

The Short-beaked Echidna is found throughout Australia.  It 
is a small, solitary animal and well camouflaged.  The Short-
beaked Echidna lays one egg at a time.  The egg hatches 
after about 10 days.  The young echidna suckles inside the 
pouch for two or three months.  When it develops spines 
and becomes too prickly, the mum builds a burrow for it 
where it continues to suckle for the next six months. 

The Echidna feeds mainly on ants, termites and other 
insects.  Using its pointed snout and sharp claws, it breaks 
into ant and termite nests and catches its prey by flicking its 
long sticky tongue in and out. 

(You can find out more at the Australian Museum website.) 

Hut News Trivia Question 9:  
What is a name for a baby echidna?  The 
name was originally a trademark name for a 
fictitious Australian bush animal that 
appeared in some childrenôs books and as 
soft toys.  The name was applied to young 
echidnas in the pouch in the early 1990s.  It is 
also the name of a recent breed of dog. 

(The answer is at the bottom of the page) 

Hut News Trivia:  
Answer to Question 9 :  

The echidna appears to be moving the gravel to find ants.   

Getting to know the locals 
Leaving the mountains and moving to the mid-north coast, the 
local birds are unfamiliar and seem very exotic!   

I was delighted to hear about a breeding site on the coast for 
Rainbow bee-eaters, which the local community have protected 
with signs and a roped off area.  

The birds were very busy and active when I visited before 
Christmas. Two weeks later, in the first week of January, they had 
all gone. Family business successfully completed I hope. 

ðSue Nicol 
 

 άwŜǎǇŜŎǘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ Χ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǇŀǊƪΣ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƻǾŜǊ ƻǊ ŎŀƳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ƴŜǎǝƴƎ ǎƛǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƎ ƻƴ ŀ ƭŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǘŜǘƘŜǊŜŘ 
ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǝƳŜǎΦέ  ό{ƛƎƴōƻŀǊŘύ 

! ōŀōȅ ŜŎƘƛŘƴŀ όƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǳŎƘύ ƛǎ ŀ t¦DD[9  
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Blue Mountains Conservation Society - Planning & Development Resource Kit 
Do you want to take action on an environmental issue in your neighbourhood or the Blue Mountains more broadly?  
Do you want information about the laws and procedures relating to development and environmental protection?   
Find out what YOU can do!  Go to the Planning and Development Resource Kit: 

www.bluemountains.org.au/pdrk-welcome.shtml 

Australian conservationists such as Bob Brown, Myles 
and Milo Dunphy, Oodgeroo Noonuccal and Judith 
Wright are acclaimed for their achievements, and rightly 
so.  But are we familiar with our colonial era 
conservationists and their work? 

      At the time of invasion, Aboriginal peoples imple-
mented knowledgeable land management practices, 
sustainably utilising flora, fauna and other natural 
resources.  Throughout the nineteenth century, warfare, 
dispossession, introduced diseases and social 
oppression devastated many communities.  In recent 
decades, resumption of management roles has steadily 
progressed. 

      The colonial period featured widespread, frequently 
destructive settler exploitation of natural resources.  
Development of environmental knowledge and 
environmentally appropriate land management 
techniques were usually belated.  Serious management 
mistakes were made, and ecological damage accrued: 
degradation of subtropical rainforests, temperate 
grasslands, rangelands, timber resources, fauna.  

      At the same time, a more considered approach to the 
utilisation of natural resources evolved.  Colonial 
administrators and governments, nature lovers, writers 
and artists like Louisa Meredith, amateur field naturalists 
and professional scientists came to realise that 
Australiaôs natural resources required careful 
management.  

      Public health issues, cultural ideas, recreational 
walking and tourism created impetus for landscape scale 
conservation by colonial governments.  For example, in 
NSW scenic land at Bundanoon (1824), caves at 
Wombeyan (1865) and Fish River (Jenolan Caves 1866), 
and public recreation space in Sydney (The National 
Park 1879; Royal added 1955) were reserved. In 
Victoria, Tower Hill and its geological features were 
reserved (1866). Scenic and cave reserves in Tasmania 
had been gazetted by 1900. Governments conserved 
coastal foreshores. 

      Utilitarian, humane and biodiversity considerations 
inspired conservation of indigenous fauna.  Some early 
governors moderated exploitation of fauna to conserve 
food resources, such as Hobartôs Black swans.  
Tasmania protected certain avifauna (1868) and 
kangaroo (1874) species, primarily for utilitarian reasons. 
Australian birders appalled by the slaughter of cherished 
avifauna to supply fashion industry plumage accessories 
formed ornithological societies, commencing in 
Tasmania (1888).  The Australasian Association for the 
Advancement of Science established a Protection of 
Native Birds and Mammals Committee (1888).  A 
pioneering, national avifauna conservation campaign 
was launched by the newly formed Australasian 
Ornithologists Union (1901). Biologist, fauna enthusiast 
and conservation activist, David Stead, initially nurtured 

by the Natural History Association of NSW (1887), 
helped form the Wild Life Preservation Society of 
Australia (1909).  

      Loss of biodiversity motivated development of 
dedicated indigenous flora and fauna protection areas. 
The Royal Society of Tasmania (1843) was an early 
campaigner.  From the 1880s, the Field Naturalists Club 
of Victoria (1880), scientists, and supportive citizens 
successfully campaigned to reserve Wilsons 
Promontory, Victoria (1898).  Eccleston du Faur targeted 
flora and fauna conservation at Ku-ring-gai Chase 
Reserve, NSW (1894), as did Samuel Dixon and the 
Philosophical/Royal Society of South Australia (1853) at 
Belair National Park (1891) and Kangaroo Island (1909).   

      Rampant destruction of indigenous forests was 
challenged. Utilitarian and intergenerational equity 
considerations influenced distinguished Victorian 
botanist (and acclimatiser), Ferdinand von Mueller, an 
1870s forest conservation advocate. The Queensland 
Acclimatisation Society, NSW Royal Society members, 
politicians and administrators pushed for better forestry 
management. Responding, governments established 
forestry royal commissions, forest conservancy officers 
and forestry departments. Unfortunately, this complex 
issue continued to fester.  

      To protect agriculture, colonial governments 
attempted to manage troublesome introduced species. 
Victoria legislated in 1856 to control Bathurst burr. 
Various states enacted rabbit control legislation (1870s).  

      The earliest known attempt to protect a biologically 
valued plant community (Subtropical Lowland Floodplain 
Rainforest) threatened by an introduced species 
(lantana) was initiated by local recreation reserve 
trustees at Grafton, NSW (1894). At Port Phillip Bay, 
Melbourne, 1896, local councils and community groups 
commenced pioneering restoration of an aesthetically 
appreciated but severely degraded ecosystem, Coastal 
Dune Scrub.    

      Like their successors, colonial conservationists 
inevitably made mistakes. There were many setbacks, 
but substantial conservation gains materialised. Deeper, 
appreciative understandings of nature challenged 
entrenched, rapacious environmental outlooks. As 
outlined, nineteenth-century conservationists created 
foundations for successful twentieth-century campaigns. 
And although a contested viewpoint, it is interesting to 
note that Hutton, Connors (1999) argue for the existence 
of a late nineteenth century Australian conservation 
movement. Most certainly, colonial era conservation 
legacies enrich Australian nature today. 

Note: this article is introductory and is not a 
comprehensive treatment of the subject.  

 

References for this article are on Page 10.                                                                                  

Settler conservationists of colonial Australia 1788-1900:  
largely forgotten despite impressive achievements?  
Peter Ardill (BMCS Bushcare Officer)  

http://www.bluemountains.org.au/pdrk-welcome.shtml
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LǘΩǎ IƻǘΗ 
IŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǝƳŜΣ 

!ƴ ŜǊƻǝŎ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ - 

aƻǊŜ ǎƻ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪǎΣ 

Ψ/ƻǎ ǘƘŜ {ŎǊƛōōƭȅǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎŜŀǊΗ 

9ƳōŀǊǊŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘΣ 

L ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŀǾŜǊǘ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎΣ 

9ƴ-ƳŀǎǎŜ ƛƴ ƴŀƪŜŘ ǎǇƭŜƴŘƻǳǊΣ 

aŜΣ ƛƴǘǊǳŘƛƴƎΣ ƻƴ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎΗ 

L ǎƴŜŀƪ ŀ ǇŜŜƪ ŀǘ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ōŀǊŜ - 

{ǳǊǊŜǇǝǝƻǳǎƭȅΗΚ aȅ ƳƛƴŘΩǎ ŀ ǿƘƛǊƭΗ 

¢ƘƻǎŜ ǘǊǳƴƪǎΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ōǳƳǇǎΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎǳǊƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ 

Wǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǿƘƻΩǎ ōƻȅΣ ǿƘƻΩǎ ƎƛǊƭΗ 

¢Ƙŀǘ ŎƻƭŘ ǎƘƻǿŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛŎƪ - 

aȅ ǇǳƭǎŜ ƛǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƴƻǊƳΩΣ 

/ŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀƭƪ ŀƎŀƛƴ - 

¢ƻ ƛƴŘǳƭƎŜ ƛƴ ōǳǎƘƭŀƴŘ ǇƻǊƴΗ 

τ wƻǎǎ .ǊƛŘƭŜΦ 

Nature Friends!   
Twilight with BATSY on Radio 
Blue Mountains 89.1 FM 
Australia in NSW or stream through 
the radioôs website: www.rbm.org.au/
shows/twilight-with-batsy/ 
Do you have a story about nature for our 
radio programme about voices for nature? 
Please call Georgie Kenyon aka BATSY 
on 0481940838 - if you have a nature 
story! 
I can read out a notice about an event or 
maybe you would like to be interviewed! 
Mondays 6pm Twilight with BatsyðVoices 
for Nature. 

Environmental weeds and 
their impacts: Arum lily 
Arum lily (white flowers) and other weeds 
infesting a tributary of Cripple Creek, East 
Blaxland. If not removed, the lilies will eventually 
choke the watercourse, Photograph courtesy of 
Les Cormack, Convenor, Fitzgerald Creek 
Catchment Group, November 2024. 

      Arum lily (aka Calla lily) is a Blue Mountains 
Local Priority Weed. Remove flowers, seeds and 
seedlings. The whole plant including underground 
tubers can be dug out. Place in green bin. The 
plant is poisonous, so use gloves and avoid skin 
contact.  

      Send in your contributions! Photographs must 
clearly display the environmental damage being 
caused by a local weed species, be reasonably 
well focused and approx 2000 x 2000 pixels 
minimum.  Photographs do not have to be 
technically excellent.  Send to Blue Mountains 
Conservation Societyôs  Bushcare Officer 
pa13424soc@proton.me as a JPG attachment.  

! ƎƴŀǊƭŜŘ ƻƭŘ 
ǎŎǊƛōōƭȅ ƎǳƳΣ  
ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜŘ 
ōȅ wƻǎǎ .ǊƛŘƭŜ  

Agapanthus time again 
Agapanthus may not at first have been recognised as a problem, 
but neither was Patersonôs Curse.   

      The weed potential of Agapanthus should have been apparent.        
They are very easy to grow and very hard to remove.  They 
produce lots of seeds that can be spread in wind and water.  Their 
underground structures multiply and get thicker and thicker and 
can resprout many years after the plant has been dug out.   
Agapanthus can grow from fragments dumped in garden waste.   

      In the City of the Blue Mountains there are more and more 
Agapanthus every year.  Not just the ones planted (and still being 
planted)  but the ones that have escaped from the gardens and 
grass verges and are working their way into bushland.     

      Please, do the environment a favour.  Cut off the heads of the 
Agapanthus flowers before they seed.  Put them in the bin.  

ð Christine Davies   

mailto:pa13424soc@proton.me
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A Misty Mountain Walk 
Nine hardy Thursday walkers turned up in the car park after several days of 
rain to walk the Grand Clifftop Walk, from Katoomba, around to Leura 
Cascades. 

We had a lovely walk in mountain mist, peering from all the lookouts into 
the misty valley, wondering what was there to see!  The newly repaired 
walking track was in very good condition with new hand rails.  We did walk 
past several major landslides with soil and rocks, trees and ferns washed 
down the slope, so were grateful for the repaired stable track.  Lush bright 
green ferns covered slopes beside the walking track. 

We looked for Glossy Black Cockatoos feeding on Allocasuarina Trees, 
who are known to frequent this area of Katoomba.  Two walkers had seen 
them in the past, but none were to be seen on our walk. We had a cheerful 
and chatty morning tea sitting on some rocks and admiring tall Mountain 
Ash / Eucalyptus oreades nearby, that were shedding last yearôs bark. 

The Coachwood trees covered in pinkish/red flowers were spectacular.  
The drips of water falling on us and the roar of water rushing in the 
cascades added to the ambience.  As we made our way past the cascades 
up the last steps, we agreed that walking on a misty day in the mountains 
was a unique and memorable experience. 

ð Meredith Brownhill, 9th January 2025 

Settler conservationists of colonial Australia 1788-1900  
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Letter to the Editor 
The Threatened Species Officerôs article on the damage 
being done to native plants from run-off from concrete (HN 
Dec 2024) is very timely.  The native plants and animals 
who depend on them for food and habitat need all the help 
they can get after the devastation caused by the unfort-
unate and avoidable fires a couple of years ago. 

      The attached website offers a few alternatives.  https://
www.specifyconcrete.org/blog/eco-friendly-alternatives-to-
traditional-concrete#     One example, Ashcrete is claimed 
to make the concrete environmentally friendly and  resistant 
to alkali-silica reactivity 

      Concrete Driveways are often used in this sensitive 
Blue Mountains environment, so available alternatives need 
to be used now.  However, in some eco-tourism spots, cars 
are parked away from the house which prioritises the 
environment at small inconvenience to the car owner. 

      With thanks, 

ð Maureen Grant 


