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We acknowledge the traditional 
custodians of this land, the Dharug 
and Gundungurra people, and pay 
respect to their elders past, present  
and emerging. 

HUT NEWS 
Blue Mountains Conservation Society Inc. 

 

The Greater Blue Mountains is home 
to unique ecological communities 
and flora that are a result of the 
underlying sandstone geology.  This 
uniqueness lies in the high biodiver-
sity and high endemism. This 
geology, consisting of Triassic aged 
sandstone, forms the prominent 
plateaus and ridges of the Blue 
Mountains and some other parts of 
the Sydney region such as the lower 
Hawkesbury and Royal National 
Park. 

      So why the high total number of 
plant species as well as so many 
plant species found nowhere else? 
The reason might seem counter-
intuitive but it's because the soils that 
form on the sandstone landscape 
have very low nutrients and high 
acidity (low pH).  This has led to an 
island of evolution and an explosion 
of species.    

      This geochemical* phenomenon 
is threatened by something that is 
again maybe counterintuitive and 
little known!  The threat is the 
geochemical effects of concrete.   

      Permanent concrete structures in 
contact with rainwater runoff and 
groundwater slowly dissolve and 
leach out and create chemical 
reactions in the soils of the 
surrounding landscape.  This causes 
the pH to increase (from acidic to 
alkaline) and allows nutrients to 
increase in the soil.  

      The negative impacts that follow 
have a dramatic impact on the 
unique flora of the Blue Mountains.  
Many plants cannot tolerate these 
changes and slowly die off, followed 
by an invasion of weeds that love the 
new soil conditions and take over. 

      We have started a campaign that 
aims to minimise the use of concrete 
infrastructure in our protected areas 
managed by National Parks and 
Councils and to create awareness 
and understanding of this issue in 
the community.   

ð Liam Ramage  

    Threatened Species Officer 
*geochemistry is the study of the 
make-up of rocks, minerals and  soils. 

You are invited to join our newly formed 25
th
 anniversary 

subcommittee!   The subcommittee will be planning the events 
for 2025 to celebrate this momentous decision and we need 
help from you to make this happen. 

      We also need a project coordinator to help us coordinate 
the events across the year.  If you have an interest in this area, 
please get in touch with me! 

ð Annette Cam, President president@bluemountains.org.au 
    or message to 0490 419 779. 
Image:  Kanangra Boyd Wilderness É Ian Brown.   

Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage  
Area celebrates 25 years in 2025! 
Exciting opportunity for volunteers! 

BMCS NATIVE PLANT NURSERY 
Native plant sales at the Blackheath Growers Market on  

Sunday 8th December 2024 and Sunday 9th February 2025    
(8am to 12 noon).  There will be no market in January. 

For enquiries and to place an order, please contact Nursery 
Manager,  Paul Irwin:  plantnurserybmcs@outlook.com 

What is World Heritage? 
The year 2025 is the 25th anniver-
sary of the inscription of the Greater 
Blue Mountains World Heritage 
Area. 

      World Heritage is a classification 
bestowed on both natural and 
human created wonders by rigorous 
processes of a highly qualified 
United Nations committee.  Some 
people like to attack virtually 
everything the United Nations does 
and, in particular, criticise most 
nature conservation efforts.   

      It is the role of organisations like 

the Blue Mountains Conservation 

Society to educate people about: 

¶  the reasons the Greater Blue 
Mountains achieved World 
Heritage status 

¶  the thoroughness of the advocacy 
and scrutiny that led to that 
happening, and 

¶  the benefits to both current and 
future generations in keeping the 
honouring of World Heritage status 
at the forefront of decision making.   

      Please consider carefully the 
invitation above to contribute and go 
to page 6 to read more about the 
significance of the Greater Blue 
Mountains World Heritage listing. 

ðThe Hut News Team 

Your Conservation Society at work:  
The Impacts of Concrete on the Fragile 
Sandstone Ecology of the Blue Mountains 

mailto:president@bluemountains.org.au
mailto:plantnurserybmcs@outlook.com
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Blue Mountains Conservation 
Society Inc.   

    Post:  PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls 2782  
    Phone:  0490 419 779 * (leave message)  
    Email:  bmcs@bluemountains.org.au   
    Website:  www.bluemountains.org.au   
    Facebook and Instagram:  
         addresses can be found on website.  
 

President:    Annette Cam  0450 215 125 
  president@bluemountains.org.au 
Senior Vice President:  Tara Cameron 
  taracameron4@gmail.com 
2nd Vice President:  Madi Maclean  
natpks@bluemountains.org.au 
Administration Officer: Jeanette Robertson     
  sao@bluemountains.org.au 
Bushcare Officer 
  Peter Ardill pa13424soc@proton.me 
Environmental Education Officer: 
  Annette Sartor    
  education@bluemountains.org.au  
Events Coordinator: 
  Jo Carroll jocarr2014@gmail.com 
Land Use Officer:  Angela Langdon 
  landuse@bluemountains.org.au 
Meetings Secretary:  Heather Hull 
  4739 1493  hhull001@bigpond.net.au 
Membership Secretary: 
  Andrew Solomon 0408 267 078 
  membership@bluemountains.org.au 
National Parks & World Heritage Officer: 
   Madi Maclean 0412 428 202 
   natpks@bluemountains.org.au 
Newsletter Editor:  Christine Davies    
  hutnews@bluemountains.org.au 
Nursery Manager:  Paul Irwin    
  plantnurserybmcs@outlook.com 
Publicity Officer: vacant  
Sustainability / Climate Change Officer: 
  Nathalie Verellen    
  sustain@bluemountains.org.au 
Threatened Species Officer:  
  Liam Ramage  0478 088896  
threatened_species@bluemountains.org.au   
Treasurer and Public Officer:  
  Elizabeth Howard  0414 090 251    
  eh.mistover@bigpond.com 
Webmaster: Alan Crooks 
  webmaster@bluemountains.org.au  

Bushwalking Convenor:  
  Doug Nicholls 0455 850 753 
  dougnicholls@bigpond.com 
Bushfire Representative: 
  Hugh Paterson 0427 512 303 
  fmatter@bigpond.net.au 
Thursday Interpretive Nature Group: 
  Christine Davies    
  hutnews@bluemountains.org.au 
Plant Study Group:  Meredith Brownhill   
  mountains@westnet.com.au 

If you want to volunteer to help with the work 
of the Society, in any capacity:  
email  bmcs@bluemountains.org.au   
or phone 0490 419 779 (leave a message). 

Management committee can appoint members to fill 
vacant management committee positions, to serve 
until the next AGM (March/April 2025).  

From the President 
This is the last Hut News for 2024 and you wonôt 
hear from me again until February 2025.  Can you 
believe that it is almost the end of the year and 
almost Christmas time?  Perhaps you will be able 
to enjoy a lovely picnic lunch over the Christmas 
break, somewhere with cool waterfalls and a 
cheerful spot to spread your picnic rug.  

      I will be spending my Christmas day on 
Macquarie Island, a subantarctic island in the Southern Ocean, 
halfway between New Zealand and Antarctica. Macquarie Island is a 
World Heritage Area and is part of Tasmania. This is the only island 
in the world where the beautiful Royal Penguin breeds. Also on this 
island are King, Gentoo and Rockhopper Penguins and species of 
albatross. The vegetation of Macquarie Island is said to be 
particularly intriguing and beautiful. The island was in 2014 declared 
free of any invasive species after many years of a targeted program 
to remove cats, rabbits, mice and rats. 

      Wherever you are this Christmas and New Year, take care and 
enjoy spending time doing what you love with the people you love 
and in the places that bring you joy! 

      But, before we can all go into holiday mode, there is more to do.  
The final EIS for flight paths in and out of Western Sydney 
International Airport has been released and it is very important that 
we all make our concerns heard about the airportôs detrimental 
affects on the Blue Mountains.  Please read the article on page 3 
and write a letter. 
      In 2025, we will celebrate the 25th anniversary of World Heritage 
for the Greater Blue Mountains.   Find out how you can become 
involved on page 1.    

ðAnnette Cam, President      
    president@bluemountains.org.au 

 
 

2024 Events Wrap ï Jo Carroll 
The year is almost done ï my first as Events Coordinator.  It has 
been enjoyable to experience the varied events with which the 
Society becomes involved ï so many interesting people to meet. 

      We are always looking for members who may like to volunteer to 
engage with the community at a street stall or public event and help 
promote the Societyôs campaigns or those who might prefer to 
organise tea and scones at a members meeting.  In October, past 
president Robin Mosman spoke about the ñStealthò campaign, 20 
years ago, when a court decided that ñWilderness is sacrosanctò and 
prevented an American film company from filming a war movie in the 
Blue Mountains Wilderness.  About 50 members and supporters 
attended this event and, as well as hearing from Robin, they were 
treated to a display of Ian Brownôs photos of the Grose Wilderness. 

      In November, Varuna organised The Mick Dark Talk for the 
Future as part of the Blue Mountains Writers Festival. This yearôs 
talk was presented by Gina Chick who some may know from the TV 
program Alone.  She was an excellent presenter - energetic, intuitive 
and informative.  Her book, ñWe Are the Starsò supports her 
community rewilding work.  Thanks to Varuna for finding a great 
speaker to honour Mick Dark. It was a sell out! 

      2025 sees the 25
th
 anniversary of the declaration of the Greater 

Blue Mountains World Heritage Area and our Events Calendar is 
already filling up.  We would be pleased to support any members 
who may have an idea for a Society event and would like to help 
organise it -- please get in touch with me to discuss it.    

      As a volunteer organisation we are always seeking members to 
help out at events, once a month, twice a year, whatever time can be 
spared.  Volunteering is very rewarding and can be fun.  Please 
contact me.  

Jo Carroll jocarr2014@gmail.com or phone 0490 419 779 (leave a 
message)  
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New Population of the 
Dwarf Mountain Pine 

ðLiam Ramage,  
   Threatened    
   Species Officer 

In late October, whilst 
out exploring the cliffs 
and crags between 
Katoomba and Ngula 

Bulgurrabang, I made a very exciting 
discovery of a brand new population 
of Dwarf Mountain Pines (Phero-
sphaera fitzgeraldii).   

      I spotted from about eight 
hundred metres away, nestled in the 
cliffs near Peckmans Lookout, a 
small sheltered waterfall in a tiny 
vegetated gully with some hanging 
plants that, with their dark green 
colour, looked to me like Dwarf 
Mountain Pines. The next day I 
excitedly inspected the hidden little 
gully and found they were indeed the 
critically endangered little conifers, 
making this the 11th known wild 
population and adding about 50 new 
individuals to the total of roughly 700 
to 800 known.  

      The following day I met up with 
some fellow conservation enthusi-
asts, Sarah and Richard Delaney 
and Philip Gleeson, to share this 
discovery.  Sarah and Richard have 
been looking after these plants for 

many years and were perhaps more 
excited than I was about the new 
population that has been hiding for 
so long.  Doing some investigation 
online we discovered the site was 
popular in the late nineteenth 
century and known as Birdie's Dell 
and the cascading waterfall Silver 
Spray Falls.  We did a survey of the 
beautiful site using a drone to make 
a comprehensive record of the 
population. 

Western Sydney International Airport update     

5Ŝǘŀƛƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŦƻƭƛŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
5ǿŀǊŦ aƻǳƴπ
ǘŀƛƴ tƛƴŜ 
όwƛŎƘŀǊŘ 
5ŜƭŀƴŜȅύΦ 

5ǊƻƴŜ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ .ƛǊŘƛŜϥǎ 5ŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƴŜǎ 
ƭƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀƭƭǎ όwƛŎƘŀǊŘ 
5ŜƭŀƴŜȅύΤ  

The final EIS was released in 
November and can be viewed on the 
Societyôs website.

1 

      Members of the Management 
Committee and others are examining 
the final EIS in coming weeks and 
will make a report on this to the 
Department of Infrastructure, Trans-
port, Regional Development, 
Communications and the Arts 
(DITRDCA).  We will put the finished 
report on our website.  Check out 
further actions on Consocôs WSI 
webpage and also on the  RAWSA  
webpage.

2 

Did you know? 
      The Curfew Act 1995 for Sydney 
Airport allows for a limited number of 
take-offs and landings during curfew 
hours (11pm to 6am). On average, 
there are about eight aircraft move-
ments per night during curfew hours. 
The flights are restricted to mostly 
freight but also some international 
flights during northern hemisphere 
summer, which fly into Sydney 
during ñcurfew shoulder movementsò   
(between 5am and 6am). 
      All aircraft operating during the 

curfew have to take off or land      
over Botany Bay. This directs aircraft  
away from the city to reduce the 
impact of aircraft noise on residents 
living to the north, east and west of  
Sydney airport. 
      The Curfew Act also states that 
once the airport at Badgerys Creek 
opens, these flights will not land      
at Sydney Airport but will be directed 
to Western Sydney International 
instead.  
      We consider this unnecessary 
and unfair on Western Sydney and 
the Blue Mountains.  These out-of-
curfew flights, which have been 
operating at Sydney Airport since 
1995, will all be required to travel to 
WSI, imposing eight additional 

aircraft movements per night over 
residents and the GBMWHA.  
      You can read more about these 
aircraft movements on the Fact 
Sheet.

3 
     

Make your concerns known  
      It is important that you make your 
concerns known about the potential 
impact of these low-flying aircraft 
over the southern-most part of the 
Blue Mountains, and emphasise the 
impact of planes flying over the 
scenic grandeur of the World 
Heritage Area. Write to the Federal 
politicians listed below.

4
 

      The best way to be listened to is 
to have a strong, united voice! 

ð Annette Cam, President  
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Guidance from a Past 
President 
It was a privilege to hear former Blue 
Mountains Conservation Society 
president, Robin Mosman, give her 
first-hand account of the Society 
action 20 years ago known as ñThe 
Stealth Campaignò.  Ms Mosmanôs 
speech at a Society meeting at the 
Wentworth Falls Conservation Hut is 
expected to be placed on the Society 
website in due course but the style of 
presentation lent a particular 
piquancy to hearing it in person. 

      ñStealthò was a war movie the 
film makers were determined to 
make on location over several days 
in a section of the Grose Wilderness 
known as Butterbox Ridge.  The Bob 
Carr State Government of the time 
was equally determined to allow 
them to do it.  However a concerted 
campaign of direct action involving a 
handful of arrests delayed things until 
court proceedings launched by the 

Conservation Society persuaded the 
film makers to move to a location 
outside National Parks jurisdiction.  
In the final anaylsis, what could have 
been a historic disaster for the 
ecology of the Grose catchment and 
the principles of defending wilder-
ness ended up being an equally 
significant disaster in the history of 
cinema box office revenue. 

      The blow-by-blow description 
made Robin Mosmanôs delivery to 
the audience at The Hut compelling 
but we also took away a number of 
lessons which will be useful in 
conducting the campaigns of 
tomorrow.  Firstly, as it became clear 
the unwelcome movie shooting was 
about to commence, some of the 
most senior people in the Conserv-
ation Society were unavailable.  But 
we had, in Robin Mosman, an exper-
ienced tactician and communicator 
who was able to step most ably into 
the breech.   

      Secondly, there were numerous 

Society members and supporters 
with the temperament and readiness 
to conduct an organised, disciplined 
and peaceful action at various sites 
on the Mount Hay Road.  These 
circumstances helped convince the 
police attending and the court 
officials who dealt with the 
consequences of the arrests not to 
over-react.   

      Thirdly, our Society had the 
resources and contacts ready to 
persuade sympathetic and able legal 
practitioners to put in a great deal of 
work in a very short period to 
convince courts of the legal weight in 
the acts designed to protect NSW 
Wilderness.   

      In summary, the address by 
Robin Mosman, supported by a 
photographic presentation by Ian 
Brown, was a very worthwhile 
exercise.   

ðThe Hut News Team 

 

LƳŀƎŜǎΥ 

tǊƻǘŜǎǘ Ǌŀƭƭȅ ŀǘ DƻǾŜǧǎ 
[ŜŀǇ 

5ƛǊŜŎǘ !ŎǝƻƴτǘǊƛǇƻŘǎ 
ŜǊŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ 
ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŬƭƳƛƴƎΦ 

A great deal of material has been 
published in the last few decades 
advocating a philosophy of recog-
nising the welfare and rights of 
ñsentientò animals of all species. 
Ultimately, the future of all species, 
including our own, depends on 
preserving the delicate ecological 
balance that sustains biodiversity.  
The containment (and in many 
cases, reduction of expanding feral 
animal populations by whatever 
means will succeed) is an entirely 
necessary instrument for achieving 
that outcome. 

      It is therefore pertinent that  the 
Majority Report of a NSW Upper 
House Committee, released on 13 
November 2024, endorsed contin-
uation of the aerial shooting of feral 
animals on National Parks and 
Wildlife Service controlled land, 

particularly feral horses.  Kosciuszko 
National Park and the Burragorang 
water catchment of the Southern 
Blue Mountains are just two of the 
areas in which satisfactory altern-
atives to the aerial culling of feral 
horses have not been found.  The 
Blue Mountains Lower House MP, 
Trish Doyle, has worked persistently 
through her terms to help reduce the 
damage from feral horses. 

      Some debate continues between 
supporters and opponents of aerial 
culling.  Campaigns by the Invasive 
Species Council and groups such as 
ñReclaim Kosciò also continue and 
should receive a boost from material 
presented in the Majority Report of 
the Parliamentary Committee.   

      The apathy of many non-
indigenous Australians about the 
spread of invasive species across 
our continent has been allowed to go 
on for many decades too long.  In the 
19
th
 century, there was an 

ñacclimatisation movementò which 

actively promoted the supplanting of 
all Australian native fauna and flora 
by species introduced from Europe.  
Some media is still giving oxygen to 
a few parliamentarians and others 
who appear never to have moved on 
from that 19

th
 century attitude. 

      The Corroboree Frog of the 
Snowy Mountains and quite a 
number of other species have been 
pushed to the brink of extinction by 
competition and damage to their 
habitat from decades of unrestrained 
feral species population increases.  

Parliamentary report and 
the future of species 
Opinion by Don Morison 

Sign on 
Snowy 
Mountains 
Highway.    

(C Davies) 
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The Blue Mountains Regional Advisory 
Committee to National Parks and Wildlife 
Service was lucky to see the arrival of heavy 
machinery at Bungleboori campsite on a 
recent field trip.  This was day one of 
removing the failed pine plantation from the 
Gardens of Stone State Conservation Area. It 
had become a bleak degraded wasteland of 
ailing pine and cleared land.   The SCA was 
formerly three state forests.   

      The SCAôs Draft Masterplan says that 
ñThe former pine plantation covered over 
2,000 hectares and left a major imprint on the 
landscape.  Significant sections of the former 
pine plantation will be rehabilitated with native 
specieséò    

      It is good to see this change has started! 

LƳŀƎŜΥ  .ǳƴƎƭŜōƻƻǊƛ ŎŀƳǇǎƛǘŜ όaŀŘƛ aŀŎƭŜŀƴύ 

Goodbye to the remnant pines in the Gardens of Stone State  
Conservation Area (SCA) ð Madi Maclean, National Parks Officer  

Dharug Art Camp, Bulgamatta and an  

Abandoned Mine ï Geography in Place 

 

This geographical fieldwork is a partnership of Kindlehill 
Senior School and Blue Mountains Conservation Society 
(Consoc) with the intention of encouraging young people 
to participate in conserving our beautiful Blue Mountains 
environment. 

      The painted trees immediately signal you are on Aboriginal 
land.  The trees form a natural sitting area and the coffee is 
heating on the modest fire in the middle.  Before we even 
begin the conversation with Uncle Chris Tobin, we know 
something significant will come of this. 

      Throughout the year, Kindlehillôs senior students have 
been journeying upstream with Bulgamatta (the Grose River).  
This term, they find their way to the headwaters which is also 
the place where an abandoned mine, Canyon Colliery, 
continues to leach zinc and nickel into these living waters and 
within a World Heritage Area.  

      To begin our geographical investigation, we reached out to 
water scientist, Dr Ian Wright, so that we might understand the 
scope of the issue and access data.  We spent time with Chris 
Tobin at the Dharug Art Camp which is on land adjacent to the 
abandoned Canyon mine.   We asked him what he wanted to 
see from our investigation.  Chris spoke of the value of 
contributing to the body of knowledge that cultivates 
responsibility to the Bulgamatta River Valley.  He also 
encouraged us to use the name Bulgamatta, translated as 
ñmountain water placeò, promoting the healing of relationship 
with this place that was never ceded nor settled by colonists 
and is still resonant with Dharug ancestral presence. 

      Bringing the data and the scientific understandings that 
should underpin restorative action, together with the living 
custodial wisdom expressed to us by Uncle Chris, is charac-
teristic of how we are learning in our Buran Nalgarra Senior 
School program.  We are weaving together strands that 
enable Buran Nalgarra - ñstrength in learning through 
togethernessò.  

      We are also in conversation with Will Goodwin, another 
water scientist.  We want to do fieldwork with him to under-
stand experientially how the macro-invertebrates cue us in to 
the health of waterways.  

      We are still in the early stage of our investigation but, at 
the time of writing, we have our hearts set on using our 

findings to create a community event, ñConnect to 
Protectò, to be held at Govetts Leap on Sunday 8

th
 

December, 3pm to 5pm.  A warm invitation to 
Consoc members to join us.  Please look out for 
further publicity.   

      We want to invite families to connect with water 
in our World Heritage Area, particularly Bulgamatta 
(the Grose) - to listen in to the many voices of Blue 
Gum, Glossy Black and Bulgamatta - with a view to 
encouraging community engagement in caring for 
our environment. 

      A big thanks to Consoc and the Societyôs 
Education Officer, Annette Sartor, for collaborating 
with us in our geographical fieldwork.  

ð Lynn Daniel 
Consoc member and Coordinator of  
Buran Nalgarra, Kindlehill Senior School, 
Lynn@kindlehill.nsw.edu.au 

mailto:Lynn@kindlehill.nsw.edu.au
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The year 2025 is the 25
th
 anniversary 

of the inscription of the Greater Blue 
Mountains Area on the UNESCO 
(United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation) 
World Heritage List. 

For those readers less familiar with 
the concept of World Heritage, here 
is a brief outline of what it means and 
why it is important.

 

So, what is world heritage 
and why is it important? 

UNESCO states: ñHeritage is our 
legacy from the past, what we live 
with today and what we pass on to 
future generations. Our cultural and 
natural heritage are both 
irreplaceable sources of life and 
inspiration.ò 

1 

There are 1223 World Heritage listed 
properties across the world.

2 

Countries are encouraged to identify 
and protect cultural and natural 
heritage considered to be of 
outstanding value to humanity. The 
internation treaty called the 
ñConvention concerning the 
Protection of the World Cultural and 
Natural Heritageò 

3 
was adopted by 

UNESCO in 1972. 

World Heritage sites belong to all the 
peoples of the world, irrespective of 
where they are located. These places 
are recognized by the global 
community as having irreplaceable 
significance needing protection for 
future generations to enjoy. 

World Heritage areas must represent 
outstanding examples of cultural or 
natural heritage. The characteristics 
of the property that lead to the area 
being placed on the World Heritage 
List are called ñOutstanding Universal 
Valueò or OUV for short.  

The Government needs to show that 
these areas are given additional 
ongoing protections and plans for 
careful management to be placed on 
the World Heritage List. For example, 
the GBMWHA is given National Park 
and Wilderness protection status. 

How do places get onto the 
World Heritage List? 

In Australia, only the Australian 
Government can nominate Australian 
places for entry onto the list. 
UNESCOôs World Heritage 
Committee assesses nominated 
places against set criteria and makes 

the final decision as to whether a 
place will be inscribed onto the World 
Heritage List.  

Australia has 20 properties on the 
World Heritage List, including the 
Greater Blue Mountains World 
Heritage Area. You can read the 
whole list on the Australian 
Governmentôs Department of Climate 
Change, Energy, the Environment 
and Water website (https://
www.dcceew.gov.au/parks-heritage/
heritage/places/world-heritage-list ). 

What are the Governmentôs 
responsibilities to the World 
Heritage Areas? 

The Government also has a 
responsibility to ensure that the area 
is protected against loss of OUV from 
threats including: 

¶ inappropriate development 
(including public or private 
projects, tourism development, 
urban expansion) 

¶ calamities such as serious fires, 
changes in water levels, floods, 
climate change or other natural 
catastrophes. 

¶ Deterioration ï in the case of the 
Greater Blue Mountains World 
Heritage Area, this includes 
impacts from invasive species. 

The Government has a responsibility 
to take action to prevent the loss of 
the OUV of the property. They also 
are required to provide educational 
and information programs to 
strengthen the publicôs appreciation 
of the Convention and to keep the 
public informed of the dangers 
threatening the heritage and any 
actions taken to protect it. 

Threatening Processes 

If a property is considered to be 
under threat or ñof concernò, then 
action needs to be taken by the 
Government to address this situation 
and a report submitted to UNESCO 
detailing action that will be taken to 
mitigate the threat. This includes 
threats that result from activities 
originating from outside the property 
but that will impact the OUV of the 
property ï an example would be 
urban expansion in the Blue 
Mountains Local Government Area 
that would lead to a deterioration of 
the World Heritage Area values.  

 

Two examples of threatening 
processes include: 

¶ the increased flooding which 
would have resulted from the 
raising of the Warragamba Dam 
Wall (a project that was 
cancelled).  

¶ the repeated bleaching of the 
corals on the Great Barrier Reef.  

Implications of World 
Heritage Listing 

Inscription of a property on the World 
Heritage List can produce many 
benefits for Australia and, in 
particular, for local communities. 
Most importantly, it is an important 
step to ensuring these places remain 
for the future for the benefit of nature, 
as well as peopleôs enjoyment. World 
Heritage listing promotes local and 
national pride in the property and 
develops feelings of national 
responsibility to protect the area.  

World Heritage listing may also lead 
to increased tourism from overseas 
and within Australia, which 
contributes to the economy and 
provides employment. The Australian 
Government provides resources for 
strengthening improved planning and 
management of the properties. 

Australians should be very proud of 
their world heritage listed sites. 
Having these places recognized for 
their intrinsic value and their value to 
both our Aboriginal Culture, post-
industrial culture and people world-
wide is a testimony to the love that 
we have of our amazing and unique 
country. 

However, if we are not careful, we 
also begin to take these places for 
granted ï most of these places are 
ancient, natural wonders and we 
imagine that they will always be just 
the way they were when first 
inscribed.  

These properties will be here 
for future generations only if 
we take the time to under-
stand them, connect with 
them and protect them. 

 
1 
https://whc.unesco.org/en/about/ 
2 
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list 
о ƘǘǘǇǎΥκκǿƘŎΦǳƴŜǎŎƻΦƻǊƎκŜƴκ
ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǘŜȄǘ   

What is world Heritage? 

https://www.dcceew.gov.au/parks-heritage/heritage/places/world-heritage-list
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/parks-heritage/heritage/places/world-heritage-list
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/parks-heritage/heritage/places/world-heritage-list
https://whc.unesco.org/en/about/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list
https://whc.unesco.org/en/conventiontext
https://whc.unesco.org/en/conventiontext
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Blue Mountains Conservation Society - Planning & Development Resource Kit 
Do you want to take action on an environmental issue in your neighbourhood or the Blue Mountains more broadly?  
Do you want information about the laws and procedures relating to development and environmental protection?   
Find out what YOU can do!  Go to the Planning and Development Resource Kit: 

www.bluemountains.org.au/pdrk-welcome.shtml 

 

 

 

As outlined in November Hut News, 
the Society recently launched a Blue 
Mountains environmental weeds 
management campaign.  

      At the time of writing, two 
advertisements have appeared in the 
Blue Mountains Gazette and a 
November advertisement is 
scheduled.  The advertisements 
explain why environmental weeds 
pose a threat to the Blue Mountains 
World Heritage Area and how the 
Blue Mountains community can help 
with management of the problem.  
Further advertisements are planned 
for December and January.   

      The campaign has utilised the 
Societyôs social media resources, 
including Facebook.  A set of flyers is 
being prepared for distribution at 
local environmental events. View our 
new environmental weeds webpage, 
at https://bluemountains.org.au/
environmental-weeds.shtml . 

      Blue Mountains City Council 
(BMCC) operates a Bushland 
Nursery Incentive scheme.  The 
Society has resolved to congratulate 
the eleven local plant nurseries 
accredited under the scheme 
because they undertake to not stock 
local priority weeds.  Unaccredited 
nurseries will be contacted and 
advised of the scheme and its 
objectives.  To view details of the 
BMCC Bushland Nursery Incentive 
scheme and the list of accredited 

nurseries, see https://
www.bmcc.nsw.gov.au/bushland-
nursery.  

      The Society intends to suggest to 
all local nurseries that they consult 
the complete BMCC list of environ-
mental weeds and voluntarily 
endeavour to not stock any of the 
listed plants  (https://
bluemountains.org.au/documents/
BMCC%20DCP%202015%
20Weeds%20List.pdf).   

      Also, the Society has resolved to 
write to council and recommend 
extension of the Bushland Nursery 
Incentive scheme to include all 
BMCC listed environmental weeds.   

      The Society has resolved to 
correspond with Australian 

Government Minister for the 
Environment and Water, Tanya 
Plibersek, expressing support for the 
establishment of a promised National 
Threat Abatement Plan that 
addresses the escaped garden plant 
issue.  Although biodiversity loss 
arising from garden plant infestation 
was listed as a key threatening 
process in 2010, a Threat Abatement 
Plan has never been developed 
(EPBC Act 1999). 

      As our local bushcare volunteers 
know, the environmental weeds 
challenge requires ongoing 
commitment.  Launching a 2025-26 
campaign will definitely be 
considered by the Management 
Committee!   

Environmental weeds campaign update 
ð Peter Ardill, BMCS Bushcare Officer 
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Adelinaôs Mailbag 
Dear Adelina, 

I am so much enjoying your monthly page of what to 
look out for.  Good photos and you write so clearly 
and simply for all to understand and learn from; it's 
so important we all learn about what is around us 
before we can value what is rare.  

Many thanks  

ðLyndal  

HUT NEWS TRIVIA - Question 8:   
  We have many feral pest animals in the Blue 
Mountains, originating from foreign countries, but 
have Australian native animals caused pest 
problems in other countries?   The answer will be on 
another page of this newsletter.   

Blood Bird  by Graham Alcorn 
 

We sat on a rock where the banksias flower 
watching the honeyeaters 
darting and flitting among the blooms, 
brush tongues sipping the nectar. 
 

óWhatôs that small bird with the bright red head?ô 
asked Bob, leaning back on his elbows. 
óRed bills, red brows, red rumps, red breasts, 
all these in the Upper Blue Mountains, 
but no small bird with a bright red head, 
not oneô, said I, the expert. 
 

óWell, there it isô, said my friend Bob, 
and there it was indeed. 
Deep in the tree above our heads, 
softly singing a whisper song, 
the brightest jewel of all its kind, 
a Scarlet Honeyeater.   

http://www.bluemountains.org.au/pdrk-welcome.shtml
https://bluemountains.org.au/environmental-weeds.shtml
https://bluemountains.org.au/environmental-weeds.shtml
https://www.bmcc.nsw.gov.au/bushland-nursery
https://www.bmcc.nsw.gov.au/bushland-nursery
https://www.bmcc.nsw.gov.au/bushland-nursery
https://bluemountains.org.au/documents/BMCC%20DCP%202015%20Weeds%20List.pdf
https://bluemountains.org.au/documents/BMCC%20DCP%202015%20Weeds%20List.pdf
https://bluemountains.org.au/documents/BMCC%20DCP%202015%20Weeds%20List.pdf
https://bluemountains.org.au/documents/BMCC%20DCP%202015%20Weeds%20List.pdf
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Pine forest roads lead us toward   

waratahs and wilderness.  

I am held by thoughts of Distance,  

as we travel through springôs bloom 

of boronia and bush iris 
 

A moment of suspense ... 
 

A flock of yellow-tailed black cockatoos! 
 

Silken black lines poised over 

   lusty smudged earth. 
 

 

Wafting dead centre with sure weighty wings,   

they hang mid-distance above 

the dirt road. 
 

For a moment, 

  é their flight and ours transfixed é   

we know the same open way.    
 

 

 

 

 

Bernadette Hodgson, November 2006. 

NEWNES PLATEAU 

TING holiday, NSW South Coast, October 2024 

     .Ŝƭƻǿƭŀ LǎƭŀƴŘ 

²ƘƛǘŜ-ŦŀŎŜŘ IŜǊƻƴ 

aŜǊƻƻ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪ 9ŀǊƭȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ {ƛƴƎƛƴƎ {ǘƻƴŜǎ .ŜŀŎƘ 

tŀǇŜǊ ŘŀƛǎƛŜǎ {ǳǇŜǊō CŀƛǊȅ-ǿǊŜƴ 

In October 2024, members of TING (the Thursday Inter-
pretive Nature Group) shared cabins at Kioloa, on the 
South Coast of NSW, and organised walks and other 
activities over five days.  The surf is generally not 
suitable for swimming in that area and paddling in the 
ocean was not an option because of bluebottles.    

There were many Eastern Grey 
Kangaroos, all the females with joeys.  
Hump-backed Whales were travelling 
along the coast, heading south to 
their summer feeding grounds in 
Antarctic waters.   

Photographs by Geoff Dernee.   

.ƭǳŜōƻǧƭŜ ǎǘǊŀƴŘŜŘ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŘ 
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John B¿sst: Bohemian artist 
and saviour of reef and 
rainforest, by Iain McCalman, 
UNSW Press, 2024. 
When Joh Bjelke-Petersen became 
premier of Queensland, in the late 
1960s, he planned to make a 
personal fortune from drilling for oil 
on the Great Barrier Reef and selling 
the coral for fertiliser.  But he didnôt 
reckon on the strange destiny of 
John B¿sst who gave up studying 
law in Melbourne to become an artist 
and move to an island in Queens-
land.  Both B¿sst and the writer, Iain 
McCalman (an award winning 
professor of history and the 
humanities), should be better known 
in Australia. 

       Iain McCalman reminds us that 
Bjelke-Petersen ñenjoyed demonising 
conservationists as communist 
hippiesò.  He banned street demon-
strations with the help of a corrupt 
police force.  

       Iain McCalman has written a 

fascinating account of the life of John 
B¿sst who had a significant role in 
saving the Great Barrier Reef and 
areas of tropical rainforest in 
Queensland. B¿sstôs early life in 
Melbourne was full of twists and 
turns which influenced his later 
years. He was a school friend of 
Harold Holt who later became Prime 
Minister. Holt was a keen ocean 
swimmer who, on visiting B¿sst at 
Bingil Bay, saw the wonders of the 
Great Barrier Reef and helped B¿sst 
in his endeavours to save the reef.  

       On dropping out of law studies at 
Melbourne University, B¿sst decided 
to become an artist. He studied art at 
the well known Max Meldrum school 
in Melbourne and later went to live 
with fellow artists at the Montsalvat 
artistsô colony in the outer Melbourne 
suburb of Eltham. It was at the 
colony that B¿sst learnt how to build 
dwellings of great merit. In the book 
there is a photo of the Great Hall 
which B¿sst helped to build. B¿sstôs 
skill as a builder was noted to be 
greater than his skill as an artist and, 
when B¿sst moved to an artist colony 
on Bedarra Island in QLD, he built    
a house from mud bricks reinforced 
with a baked bricks foundation and 
concrete render to withstand 
cyclones. 

       It was on Bedarra Island where 
B¿sst became interested in nature 
and the science of ecology.  This 
new interest was largely instigated by 
CSIRO and University of Queensland 
scientists who came to study the 
plants and the birds on Bedarra and 
other nearby islands and the forest of 
the adjacent mainland. 

       He met with Len Webb, an 
ecologist with CSIROôs Rainforest 
Ecology Unit, who informed B¿sst of 
the importance of saving QLD 
rainforests and reefs. 

       B¿sst moved from Bedarra 
Island in 1957 and purchased land at 
Bingil Bay where he built another 
house that was a base for his 
environmental activities. He was 
visited by the poet and conserv-
ationist Judith Wright who was 
president of the Wildlife Preservation 
Society of Queensland. Many 
concerned scientists from overseas 
visited B¿sst and the house at Bingil 
Bay became a centre for campaigns 
to save large rainforest areas, which 
the Australian army wanted to take 
over for weapons training (including 
use of Agent Orange) and the Great 
Barrier Reef.  In the 1990s Wright 
described B¿sst as "the man whose 
energy and devotion had first 
sparked off, and largely continued" 
the fight to save the reef.  

       When politicians, in Queensland 
or elsewhere, announce schemes 
detrimental to the environment we 
would do well to invoke the spirit of 
John B¿sst and remember the words 
by Judith Wright written on a 
commemorative plaque at Bingil Bay 
in QLD where B¿sst lived: 

IN MEMORY OF JOHN H B¦SST  
ARTIST AND LOVER OF BEAUTY 
WHO FOUGHT THAT MAN AND 

NATURE MIGHT SURVIVE. 

       B¿sst died in 1971, due to 
cancer from tobacco smoking. His 
role within the Save the Reef Cam-
paign of 1967-1975 was paramount 
to its success. 

       In the late 1980s, investigations 
by journalists uncovered a deep and 
systematic web of corruption that 
implicated many at the highest levels 
of Queensland government and the 
Queensland Police Force.  Joh 
Bjelke-Petersenôs rule of QLD was 
over and the Great Barrier Reef was 
saved.  

--Review by Chris Whiteman. 

Letter to the Editor  
REPLY   
Thank you, Thomas, for your Letter 
to the Editor published in November 
issue of Hut News (GOS Luxury 
Glamping ï a Counter-point by 
Thomas Ebersoll, Newnes Hotel 
Cabins).  It is always beneficial to 
have insights from other people.  

      I can see you agree with our 
assertion that the siting of the 
development of the accommodation 
is inappropriate - near a cliff edge in 
the pristine ñPagoda Countryò for 
which the Gardens of Stone State 
Conservation Area was declared and 
which is globally unique. 

      As you suggest, there may be 

value in locating accommodation in 
the old State Forestry areas which 
require considerable rehabilit-
ation.  However, the company 
proposing the development (Wild 
Bush Luxury Experience Co) has no 
interest in siting accommodation 
amongst a ñdevastatedò area 
needing rehabilitation. Its brand 
depends upon the accommodation 
being placed in pristine areas and 
the lease allows it to dictate the 
place for luxury glamping nodes and 
the design of the walking tracks.  If 
NPWS refuses the siting of the 
accommodation (as we believe it 
should) the company would not be 
interested.  

      If the lease is approved, there is 
a risk that this company or other 

companies will see it as a toe in the 
door to pushing for the same benefit 
in other pristine areas of parks 
around the state, with protection    
for native fauna and flora in 
protected heritage estate being 
given a lower priority than facilities 
for tourism.  This would lead to a 
loss of our best views, the cleanest 
rivers, the quietest landscapes and 
undisturbed bush in many of our 
precious, natural areas.  

      I am writing this response in 
November but, by the time you read 
it, Minister Sharpe will most likely 
have made her decision. We are all 
keen to see the outcome. 

Annette Cam, President 
11 November 2024  
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Membership of the Conservation Society: 
Join online www.bluemountains.org.au/joining.shtml or phone 
0418 462 576.  Members receive our monthly newsletter, Hut News, 
by post and online.  Tick the box for a hard copy of the newsletter.   
 

Hut News Deadline:  The deadline for the next edition 
(February 2025) of Hut News is 12 January 2025 (but earlier 
submissions are very welcome!).  Please send your submissions to 
the Hut News Editor hutnews@bluemountains.org.au  or PO Box 29, 
Wentworth Falls 2782.  Word limit is 400 words or by negotiation.  
Enquiriesðemail or leave a message on 0490 419 779.   
 

The Blue Mountains Conservation Society is an incorporated 
voluntary organisation of more than 800 members. Our goal is to 
protect, conserve and advocate for the natural environment of the 
Greater Blue Mountains.  Read more: www.bluemountains.org.au   

World Kangaroo Day 
address 
Animal justice campaigner, Greg 
Keightley, headlined a World 
Kangaroo Day event at the 
Wentworth Falls School of Arts in 
October to an attentive audience. 

      Mr Keightley emphasised the 
importance of macropods (kanga-
roos, wallabies and wallaroos) in 
Australiaôs ecological systems.  He 
provided an overview of campaigns 
to find alternatives to the mass killing 
of macropods to reduce numbers or 
to make way for habitat destroying 
developments.  There are partic-
ularly good examples in both New 
South Wales and Victoria. 

      The viewpoint presented was 
underpinned by experience of 
apparently successful relocation of 
significant numbers of macropods 

where their habitat was going to be 
irretrievably compromised by human 
activities such as urban expansion.  
Kangaroo shooting has been 
substantially phased out of some 
local government areas near 
Melbourne, however Mr Keightley 
was concerned that rules were 
relaxed in some remoter parts of 
Victoria.   

      In New South Wales, pleasing 
results have occurred, due to the 
efforts of campaigners addressing 
remnant kangaroo populations on 
lands controlled by the University of 
Western Sydney and on urban fringe 
lands in the vicinity of Windsor and 
Richmond.   

      Greg Keightley is personally 
familiar with the conflicts between 
those trying to protect macropods 
and those trying to cull them due to 
his involvement with rural lands 

around Sunny Corner in the Central 
Tablelands.  His address was a most 
useful communication exercise. 

ð Don Morison 

Image:  Eastern Grey Kangaroo, 
Megalong Valley.  Photographer 
Andy Klotz. 

While native animals are ostensibly 
protected in Australia, state and territory 
governments allow hundreds of thousands 
of them to be killed by landholders every 
year because of the concern these 
animals pose to private interests.  
Kangaroos and wallabies are Australiaôs 
most consistently persecuted animals, 
while several other species of animals are 
targeted by private landholders in large 
numbers. In some cases, native animals 
are perceived as such ñpestsò or 
ñnuisancesò that they are excluded from 
the most basic of protections.  

      The laws that allow this killing prioritise 
human interests over biodiversity 
conservation and animal welfare 
protection. They are failing our precious 
wildlife and are in urgent need of reform. 

Read the report:  https://hsi.org.au/licence
-to-kill/  

Licence to Kill 
Humane Society International, 29/10/24 

HUT NEWS TRIVIA 
Answer to Question 8: 
The short answer is YES.  At 
least three Australian animal 
species have caused major pest 
problems in foreign countries ï 
Red-necked Wallabies, Brush-
tailed Possums and Brown Tree 
Snakes.    
 

      The Isle of Man off the coast 
of England has 600 Red-Necked 
Wallabies after several escaped 
from a wildlife park in the 1960s. 
They have become a tourist 
feature but are causing a loss of 
biodiversity on the island.  They 
overgraze on native plants and 
disturb bird nesting sites.  
Wallabies have also been 
reported living on other islands 
around the UK and on estates in 
Scotland. 

      Brush- tailed possums intro-
duced into New Zealand to 
establish a fur trade have spread 
extensively and now are 
considered one of the most 
devastating invasive species in 
NZ.  

      Originally native to northern 
Queensland, the brown tree 
snake likely arrived on the island 
of Guam as a stow-away on a 
cargo ship. The brown tree snake 
has led to the extinction of nine of 
the 12 native forest birds and two 
of 11 native lizards on Guam. As 
well as the devastating impact on 
the ecosystem, the introduction of 
the brown tree snake has also 
cost Guam millions of dollarsô 
worth of damage. The snakes 
cause frequent power outages by 
climbing power lines and getting 
into transformers and electrical 
boxes. 

NIGHT BIRD 
It was not what it seemed,  

that dried up lump of wood,  

piece of rotten branch  

caught up where the tree trunk forked. 

It moved, shuffled a wing,  

opened great night-wise eyes, 

became a frogmouth, preened. 
 

Graham Alcorn 

Leura Cascades lunch, 

9 October 1988 
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