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Issue No. 428 
September 2024 “Nature Conservation Saves for Tomorrow” 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the 
Darug and Gundungurra people, and pay respect to their 
elders past, present  and emerging. 

HUT NEWS 
Blue Mountains Conservation Society Inc. 

Feral horses in Kosciuszko: Sign a petition 
to repeal the Wild Horse Heritage Act 

On 31 July, Minister Penny Sharpe announced that just 
under 9000 feral horses have been removed from 
Kosciuszko National Park under the current horse 
management plan.  That’s good news for the Park’s 
threatened species. Anecdotal evidence points to some 
recovery in grasses and sedges already.  

      But the removal program has slowed as the estimated 
number of remaining horses decreases. The target for 
retention under the current Kosciuszko Wild Horse 
Management Plan is 3000. The Plan is an instrument of the 
Kosciuszko Wild Horse Heritage Act. 

      Please sign the petition.  A petition to repeal the Act, 
organised by the Invasive Species Council, will be available 
for signing at the Consoc stalls at the Springwood Festival 
on 7

th
 September and the Sustainability Festival on 28

th
 

September. This petition can’t be signed online, so please 
come along and add your name.    

      More information on the progress of the campaign 
appears in this newsletter on page 7.  

Not just a pretty face   
There are often cries of delight when bushwalkers 
come across masses of Flannel Flowers during their 
springtime bushwalks.  But the flowers play a much 
more important part in the ecosystem.  They attract 
pollinators to make seeds.  Their nectar, pollen and 
even petals are an important food source for a huge 
range of animals.      

On page 6 of this newsletter, Jill Dark explores the 
microcosm of native wildlife around the flowers.   

 

Blue Mountains SUSTAINABILITY FESTIVAL 

SATURDAY, 28 September, 10am to 4pm 

A day dedicated to sustainable living, with eco-friendly 
activities showcasing local businesses, community 
groups and inspiring speakers. 

• Forum of Workshops and Speakers - Blue 

Mountains Cultural Centre, Katoomba 

• Shopping Trail and Community Stalls -  

Katoomba St, Katoomba and The Mall, Leura 

• Sustainable  Fashion Show - Wentworth Falls 

School of Arts 

— Resilient Blue Mountains 
https://resilientbluemountains.org/sustainability-festival/ 

Blue Mountains Conservation Society 

NATIVE PLANT NURSERY 
Plant sales at the Blackheath Growers Market on 

SUNDAY 8th SEPTEMBER and the 2nd 

Sunday of every month.  For enquiries or to place   
an order, contact plantnurserybmcs@outlook.com 

Members’ Meeting: Strategic Directions 
Saturday 21 September, 2PM, at the  

Lawson Mechanics Institute (284 GW Highway)  

The Blue Mountains Conservation Society has worked to 
protect the Blue Mountains natural environment since 
1961.  Members are invited to join us for afternoon tea and 
a discussion about the Society’s future.   

      At the meeting, the Society’s President, Annette Cam,  
will present the Strategic Directions for the Society for the 
next 12 months and our decisions for use of funding.  We 
will welcome comments from members.  There will also be 
an update on Western Sydney Airport and other current 
campaigns.   

Dates for your diary 
Sep 28 The People’s Blockade of the world’s largest 
coal port.  More information on page 4. 
Oct 17  Celebrate Wilderness—General Meeting at the 
Conservation Hut:  More information on page 4. 

https://resilientbluemountains.org/sustainability-festival/
mailto:plantnurserybmcs@outlook.com


Printed on 100% Recycled Paper                                                                                      Hut News, No 428, September 2024 —Page 2 

 

Blue Mountains Conservation 
Society Inc.   

 

    Post:  PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls 2782  
    Phone:  0490 419 779 * (leave message)  
    Email:  bmcs@bluemountains.org.au   
    Website:  www.bluemountains.org.au   
    Facebook, Twitter and Instagram:  
         addresses can be found on website.  
 

President:    Annette Cam  0450 215 125 
  president@bluemountains.org.au 
Senior Vice President:  Tara Cameron 
  taracameron4@gmail.com 
2nd Vice President:  Madi Maclean  
natpks@bluemountains.org.au 
Administration Officer:   Jeanette Robertson     
  sao@bluemountains.org.au 
Bushcare Officer 
  Peter Ardill pa13424soc@proton.me 
Environmental Education Officer: 
  Annette Sartor annettesartor9@icloud.com 
Events Coordinator: 
  Jo Carroll jocarr2014@gmail.com 
Land Use Officer:  Angela Langdon 
  landuse@bluemountains.org.au 
Meetings Secretary:  Heather Hull 
  4739 1493  hhull001@bigpond.net.au 
Membership Secretary: 
  Andrew Solomon 0408 267 078 
  membership@bluemountains.org.au 
National Parks & World Heritage Officer: 
  Madi Maclean 0412 428 202 
  natpks@bluemountains.org.au 
Newsletter Editor:  Christine Davies    
  hutnews@bluemountains.org.au 
Nursery Manager:  Paul Irwin    
  plantnurserybmcs@outlook.com 
Publicity Officer: vacant  
Sustainability / Climate Change Officer: 
  Nathalie Verellen    
  sustain@bluemountains.org.au 
Threatened Species Officer: vacant  
Treasurer and Public Officer:  
  Elizabeth Howard  0414 090 251    
  eh.mistover@bigpond.com 
Website Officer:  
  webmaster@bluemountains.org.au  
Bushwalking Convenor:  
  Doug Nicholls 0455 850 753 
  dougnicholls@bigpond.com 
Bushfire Representative: 
  Hugh Paterson 0427 512 303 
  fmatter@bigpond.net.au 
Thursday Interpretive Nature Group: 
  Christine Davies    
  hutnews@bluemountains.org.au 
Plant Study Group:  Meredith Brownhill   
  mountains@westnet.com.au 
 
 

If you are a member of Blue Mountains 
Conservation Society and want to volunteer to 
help with the work of the Society:  

email  bmcs@bluemountains.org.au  or phone 
0490 419 779 (leave a message)  

The management committee is able to appoint 
members to fill vacant management committee 
positions, to serve until the next AGM (March 
2025)  

 The Blue Mountains Conservation Society is an incorporated 
voluntary organisation of more than 800 members. Our goal is 
to protect, conserve and advocate for the natural environment of 
the Greater Blue Mountains.  www.bluemountains.org.au   

How to contact your local Members of Parliament: 
(State) Trish Doyle MP,  
Member for Blue Mountains. 
   5 Raymond Road, Springwood 2777. 
   (02) 4751 3298, bluemountains@parliament.nsw.gov.au 

(Federal) Susan Templeman MP,  
Federal Member for Macquarie,  
   299 George St, Windsor 2756.  
   4573 8222, https://www.susantempleman.com.au/contact/  

From the President  
It has been quite cold this winter in the mountains – at least in 
Lawson!  So I have sometimes found it a challenge to take 
myself outside at first light (when my dog invariably decides it is 
time for me to get up).  But it really is such a lovely time of day, 
when the birds first start calling and moving about and the light 
grows in the sky.  

      So what is new in my yard?  Alongside my house and yard 
we have a large area of short grass which is rather moist and 
green at present (some grass – lots of moss and weedy herbs!)  
Each day, I watch the parade of different species of birds that 
use the grassy area as part of their daily routine.  Eastern Yellow 
Robins are well-represented with three adults around all day, 
clinging to the side of tree trunks and pouncing on insects, 
finding and snatching up worms.  

      Kookaburras spend their day watching for movement of 
worms in the grass, then diving down beak first to grab them.  
Superb Blue Wrens, males in their duller eclipse plumage, 
warbling and zipping around on the grass, back and forth in    
low bushes and back to the grass again.  Red-browed Finches 
and Crimson Rosellas graze on grass seeds.      

      Then, at night, the bandicoots have their turn!  I am very 
excited to see bandicoots return to my yard after an apparent 
absence of several years.  Rather than be annoyed at the large 
number of diggings, it is an acknowledgement of the health       
of the neighbouring bush to provide suitable habitat so the 
bandicoots can hide.   

      We are so very lucky to live in this beautiful city but we 
should never take it for granted. All our actions and decisions will 
have an impact on our world and so it is good to see that people 
are moving ahead with actions which increase the sustainability 
of our mountain villages.  

      Check out the Sustainability Festival on 28 September and 
the Springwood Festival on 7 September.   

      Also, come along on 21 September to our General Meeting 
to hear about the strategic plan for the next 12 months and also 
updates on the Western Sydney Airport and other campaigns.  
Ask questions about what we are doing!  Hoping to see you 
there! 

-- Annette Cam, President 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  JOIN the SOCIETY 
www.bluemountains.org.au/joining.shtml              
or phone 0418 462 576 (leave a message) 

You will receive our monthly newsletter, Hut 
News, by post and online.    

mailto:bmcs@bluemountains.org.au
http://www.bluemountains.org.au
mailto:president@bluemountains.org.au
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mailto:eh.mistover@bigpond.com
mailto:webmaster@bluemountains.org.au
mailto:dougnicholls@bigpond.com
mailto:fmatter@bigpond.net.au
mailto:hutnews@bluemountains.org.au
mailto:mountains@westnet.com.au
mailto:bmcs@bluemountains.org.au
http://www.bluemountains.org.au
mailto:bluemountains@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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https://www.susantempleman.com.au/contact/
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The inaugural Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage 

Area Conference was held on Friday the 9
th
 of August,  

bringing together representatives from a range of 

organisations, First Nations Elders, speakers and 

researchers.  The day was filled with rich information on 

programs and collaborations that support the integrity of 

the World Heritage Area through management and 

mitigation processes and broader structural changes 

required to address environmental degradation. The 

importance of research was raised, with the notable 

delivery the Greater Blue Mountains Area World 

Heritage Property Research Prospective inviting targeted 

and strategic research that enhances the management 

and protection of the region.     

As an educator, my mind wandered  to the crucial role 

new knowledge (research) and education play in 

preventing environmental damage in addition to 

managing and mitigating. The role of environmental 

education is multifaceted and encompasses ideas on 

sustainability for building awareness and understanding 

of the relationships between nature and people, the 

causes and consequences of human behaviour, and the 

underpinning values at a personal, community and 

cultural level. In addition, if done correctly, environmental 

education is a conduit for the empowerment of 

individuals to engage in critical thought, advocacy and 

creativity, equipped with skills for problem identification, 

problem solving and problem prevention. 

The importance of “educational and information 

programmes to strengthen appreciation and respect by 

their peoples of the cultural and natural heritage…” in 

World Heritage Areas (UNESCO-WHC, 2019, p.12) is 

still pertinent today.  Whilst most Australian schools 

implement a range of “environmental” programs such as 

recycling, food gardens, and sustainable school designs, 

the extent of understandings of the relationship between 

human behaviour and choice and the protection of the 

natural environment, still needs attention.  With the Blue 

Mountains World Heritage Area at our doorstep, and the 

25th anniversary of its’ World Heritage listing in 2025, 

there is a good opportunity to re-think the type of 

education we need as Blue Mountains residents for 

upholding our stewardship of the Greater Blue 

Mountains World Heritage Area.  

Reference: UNESCO - World Heritage Centre (2019) 

Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the 

World Heritage Convention (WHC.19/01-10 July 2019), 

p.12 https://whc.unesco.org/en/documents/178167 

Dr Annette Sartor is the Environmental Education 

Officer for the BMs Conservation Society.  If you 

would like to discuss ideas relating to 

environmental or sustainability education, email 

education@bluemountains.org.au 

 

The Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area is one 
of the largest and most intact areas of bushland in 
Australia.  It is exceptionally rich  in biodiversity and  
contains approximately 10 percent of the Threatened 
Species in New South Wales.   Populations of the Koala, 
which was listed as endangered in 2022, are being 
discovered.   

      The Blue Mountains Gazette (5 Feb 2024) reported 
that “for the past 10 years, scientists have been 
uncovering previously undocumented populations of 
koalas in and around the Greater Blue Mountains World 
Heritage Area” ... 

       Dr Kellie Leigh, Executive Director of Science for 
Wildlife said the organisation was excited by the reports 
that they are in the processing of validating. 

      "The number of koalas we have been finding has 
been incredible, but it's where we are finding them that is 
so exciting. They are thriving in habitats that nobody 
thought could support them in decent numbers. We keep 
finding them in new places, on poorer soil types and 
utilising tree species we didn't know they could use," Dr 
Leigh said. 

      "That means there is a whole lot more habitat out 
there that can support koalas than we thought, so the 
chance of finding even more koalas just keeps growing. 
Not only that, if these populations are increasing, and 
our data indicates they are, then there is plenty of 
potential habitat for them to expand into.”     

Read more: https://www.bluemountainsgazette.com.au/

story/8443376/newly-discovered-koala-populations-in-
greater-blue-mountains/    

Find out how you can join this Citizen Science Project 
and report any koala sightings or donate to the project.    
https://www.scienceforwildlife.org/iconic-koalas-blue-
mountains-project  

— The Hut News Team 

 

The Role of Education in a World Heritage Area 
— Annette Sartor 

Koalas in the Blue Mountains 

Image:  Koala, a Threatened Species.  
Warrimoo 2024    © N Morris 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/documents/178167
mailto:education@bluemountains.org.au
https://www.bluemountainsgazette.com.au/story/8443376/newly-discovered-koala-populations-in-greater-blue-mountains/
https://www.bluemountainsgazette.com.au/story/8443376/newly-discovered-koala-populations-in-greater-blue-mountains/
https://www.bluemountainsgazette.com.au/story/8443376/newly-discovered-koala-populations-in-greater-blue-mountains/
https://www.scienceforwildlife.org/iconic-koalas-blue-mountains-project
https://www.scienceforwildlife.org/iconic-koalas-blue-mountains-project
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On Friday 9 August, members of the Society attended the 
Senate Inquiry hearing into the impacts on airport noise on 
communities.  There had been a hearing on this topic in 
Brisbane recently and there will be one in Hobart and 
another in Canberra.  People are becoming very 
concerned about the ongoing detrimental effects of aircraft 
noise on their health, way of life and the natural quiet in 
bushland. 

The purpose of the Western Sydney hearing was to listen 
to and collect information from the community about the 
actual or potential impacts of Western Sydney 
International Airport, as well as any relevant information 
related to Kingsford Smith Airport.  ConSoc was there to 
raise concerns about the impact of 24/7 flight paths over 
the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area and the 
associated wilderness. 

The Senators were very interested in finding out about 
what information about the impact of the airport and the 
proposed flight paths had been provided to communities 
and what consultation had happened with communities 
over the past couple of years. 

The various witnesses and community members (except 
for the representatives from WSI), gave a similar 
message: 

• Airport/aircraft noise is a form of noise pollution and 
needs regulation.  It is the only industry where there is 
no requirement to regulate noise. 

• There needs to be a Sydney-wide, co-ordinated 
approach to the design of flight paths across the whole 
of the Sydney basin. 

• Across the community, there is strong support for a 
curfew as there is for Kingsford Smith Airport. 

• There should be additional protections limiting flights 
over the World Heritage Area. 

  Western Sydney Airport Senate Inquiry 
   — Report by Annette Cam 

MARK THE DATE:   

17th October 2024   
General Meeting at The Hut 

Wilderness is Sacrosanct! 
20 years ago, an American film company, backed by Fox 
Studios and the NSW Premier, was given a Special 
Licence to film scenes of “Stealth”, a war adventure 
movie, in the Blue Mountains Grose Wilderness.   

The Grose Wilderness, declared in 2001, is within the 
Blue Mountains National Park and the Greater Blue 
Mountains World Heritage Wilderness.  It has the legal 
protection of all three listings, the strongest rules being 
applied to Declared Wilderness.    

The Blue Mountains community, with support from 
Colong Foundation for Wilderness and the National Parks 
Association, stood up for the Wilderness and, in an action 
packed campaign, secured its protection in law. 

At our meeting on 17th October, Past President Robin 
Mosman who coordinated the Mountains community 
action will tell the story.    

Ian Brown will give a slide show of some of his wonderful 
images of the magnificent Grose Wilderness we were 
working to protect..    

The meeting will start at 6.30 PM.   

The PEOPLE’S BLOCKADE  
of the world’s largest coal port    
You are invited to the Blue Mountains premiere of 
Rising Tide’s short film about the 2023 People’s 
Blockade, The First Wave.   

Where:  Junction 142,  

              (142 Katoomba Street, Katoomba). 

When:  28 September, 4pm.   (Note change of date) 

In November 2023, at the end of the hottest year in 
human history, a Rising Tide of everyday people shut 
down the world’s largest coal port for 32 hours. This is 
how they did it. 

Revisit the epic People’s Blockade of Newcastle coal 
port with footage from the beach, the water, and the 
sky - and hear from Rising Tide organisers and 
blockaders about how this historic event came 
together. 

Contact bluemountainsrt@gmail.com to book or for 
further information.  

At this event, discover how you can become a part of 
an even bigger blockade in November 2024.  A Blue 
Mountains contingent to be part of a 10,000 people 
protestival blocking the Newcastle harbour for 50 
hours.     

• Strong messages were given about the adverse 
impact on sleep of these 24hour flights, and the 
health consequences. These consequences are 
well -documented. 

• There is also serious concern about the impact of 
these low and noisy flights on children’s learning — 
research shows that learning is adversely affected 
by the noise from low-flying aircraft. 

• There is an inequity between how residents in 
eastern Sydney are being treated given there is a 
nightly curfew on aircraft flights at KSA. 

• The consultation from WSI and the Department of 
Infrastructure with residents has been inadequate, 
so people really don’t understand the full and likely 
impacts of the operation of the airport on them. 

The Senators treated the community witnesses 
respectfully, listened to our statements, questioned us 
to gain a fuller understanding of our issues and 
appeared to be genuinely interested and concerned. 
They also quizzed the airport corporations to better 
understand what the problems are from their point of 
view, and what actions they had taken. 

Next steps 

We continue to work with the community groups and 
our members to raise the understanding of the various 
levels of government, meet with Air Services Australia, 
WSI as well as residents, so that people are sufficiently 
well-informed to ask for what they need.  

In terms of the Society’s concerns, we advocate for the 
protection of the World Heritage Area. This is an 
international icon and people travel here from around 
the world to experience the beauty and natural quiet of 
the wilderness. Many small businesses depend upon 
tourists, and many are concerned that the loss of 
natural capital will impact their businesses.  

mailto:bluemountainsrt@gmail.com
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The Wentworth Group of concerned environmental 
scientists recently released a blueprint plan to heal 
Australia’s sick environment.   

       They have estimated an annual price tag of $7.3 
billion, which might seem eye watering, but they say it's 
cheap at less than two thirds of what the government 
reportedly gives fossil fuel producers in subsidies each 
year.  The plan will cost just 0.3 per cent of Australia's 
GDP - an excellent spend they say, given half of the 
national economy is nature dependent. 

       And it's a fraction of the $30 billion Australians 
spend on their pets annually, group member Martine 
Maron, professor of environmental management at the 
University of Queensland, recently told a meeting of the 
National Press Club.  "Just half of the GST from that 
spending could recover all of Australia's threatened 
species," said the professor.   

       We have high numbers of pets, mostly dogs and 
cats, but neglect our native fauna with 39 mammal 
species alone being extinct since European colonisation 
in Australia. Species that had thrived on the Australian 
landscape for hundreds of thousands of years have 
tragically disappeared in just a few decades.  This is 
mostly due to predation by, or competition with, feral 
animals and habitat destruction.  

       "Frequent announcements of a million dollars here 
and there for worthy environmental projects can make it 

feel like the money is flowing, but at the moment we are 
throwing tiny cups of water at a burning building  … We 
need to stop taking nature for granted.  It needs us and 
we need it," Prof Maron said. 

       Fellow member and ANU professor Jamie Pittock 
said "If we don't take serious action now then we will 
have neither a productive economy nor a healthy 
environment”.  He says “global studies estimate doing 
nothing about environmental degradation equates to a 
global loss of nearly $A470 billion per year”.  

       The blueprint outlines 24 repair tasks that will lead 
to outcomes including fixing over-used and fragmented 
river systems, restoring coastal biodiversity, avoiding 
most extinctions and saving those that are currently 
threatened. 

       Prof Pittock says much of what's in the blueprint is 
not radical and builds on existing efforts and ideas.  He 
says implementing it will help Australia meet its 
international commitments on climate change and 
biodiversity loss. 

       The group hopes the blueprint will form the basis of 
a long-term bipartisan strategy to restore Australia's 
ecosystems, with oversight by a national council or 
similar body. 

References:  https://wentworthgroup.org/  

https://wentworthgroup.org/2024/07/blueprint-repair-
australias-landscapes/  

Released in May, the 2024 Biodiversity Outlook Report 
revealed that biodiversity in NSW is declining.   On 17 
July the State Government released its response to the 
crisis (https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-releases/nsw-plan-
for-nature ). Minister for the Environment, Penny Sharpe, 
confirmed that “Biodiversity in NSW is in crisis…  The 
independent review of the Biodiversity Conservation Act 
[2016] showed we need to take a number of reform 
measures, not just to protect the biodiversity we have 
now but to build on this baseline and do better…”.    

      The government’s response is substantial. Major 
reform of the ineffectual Biodiversity Conservation Act 
2016 (NSW) and Biodiversity Offsets Scheme is prom-
ised.  A nature positive approach will guide reforms. This 
approach entails prioritising biodiversity recovery as an 
across-the-board government decision-making criterion.  

      A NSW Nature Strategy will be prepared. The 
Strategy “will guide public and private investment and 
action to protect, connect and restore ecosystems and 
landscapes across tenures.” 

      Prioritising restoration of degraded ecosystems is 
welcome; solely focusing on the conservation of 
undegraded ecosystems is no longer adequate. 
Promised engagement with Aboriginal cultural values 
and knowledge is important.  Introducing biodiversity 
perspectives to decision-making will be a challenging, 
long-term process requiring consistent political commit-
ment;  opposition will be fierce.  Management of invasive 
species appears to receive little mention.  

      Reform of land clearing regulations is needed. 
Minister for Agriculture and Regional NSW, Tara 
Moriarty, stated that the “NSW Government is committed 

to improving the management of native vegetation on 
private rural land and supporting landholders to improve 
environmental outcomes and access emerging natural 
capital markets.” 

      However, Biodiversity Council Director, James 
Trezise commented that “habitat destruction is the 
primary driver of biodiversity loss in NSW and rates of 
clearing of intact natural habitats have actually acceler-
ated…  A review into land clearing codes by the Natural 
Resources Commission is welcome but much more 
needs to be done to tackle land clearing in NSW if we 
are to stop the dramatic loss of wildlife in the state”.   

(https://biodiversitycouncil.org.au/news/nsw-biodiversity-
act-set-for-major-overhaul). 

State government response to NSW biodiversity crisis 
— Peter Ardill, BMCS Bushcare Officer 

Australians spend $30 billion on their pets annually, but  
what will it cost to save Australia’s sick environment?  
— Chris Whiteman 

Image:  Historical land clearing: mallee rolling NSW             
Source: Mitchell Library State Library NSW undated                                                                      

https://wentworthgroup.org/
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https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-releases/nsw-plan-for-nature
https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-releases/nsw-plan-for-nature
https://biodiversitycouncil.org.au/news/nsw-biodiversity-act-set-for-major-overhaul
https://biodiversitycouncil.org.au/news/nsw-biodiversity-act-set-for-major-overhaul
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3. 

Life in a Flannel Flower — Jill Dark 
Spring in 2022 was a wonderful season for Flannel Flowers. The 

rains came at the right time and the result was masses of large, 

beautiful flowers, both in the bush and in my garden.  My flannel 

flowers were all self-sown from seed lying dormant in the ground 

for years.  

      When going out to take a few photos I noticed very small 

striped moths in many of the flowers.  Then I saw a Red-tipped 

Crab Spider stalking the moths.  I was hooked,  and after that I 

checked the flowers every morning.  The variety of insects and 

spiders was amazing. There were beetles, moths, caterpillars, 

bees, flies, wasps, butterflies, katydids, a mantis and several 

species of spider.  

      By the end of the season I had found at least 30 different 

species, probably more as they were mostly very small and hard 

to identify. These photos were all taken in my garden and if I have 

misidentified any species please let me know.  

. 

 

 

 

Images (from top, anticlockwise):  Metallic Shield Bug; Red-
tipped Crab Spider stalking a moth; Another spider hunting; 
Spotted Sedge Skipper;  Katydid;  Lycid-mimicking Moth;  
Unknown beetle; Odontomia hunteri (a fly);   
Images by Jill Dark.   



Printed on 100% Recycled Paper                                                                                      Hut News, No 428, September 2024 —Page 7 

After five years of intense effort, the ‘Reclaim Kosci’ 
campaign to protect Kosciuszko National Park from feral 
horse damage has produced significant results.  Its 
successes bode well for management of feral horses 
more broadly in NSW national parks.  

      The latest figures, announced by Minister Sharpe on 
31 July, show that since the start of the Kosciuszko Wild 
Horse Management Plan in late 2021, 8944 feral horses 
have been removed from the park.  Of those, 5963 have 
been removed by aerial shooting and 1008 by rehoming.  
The remainder have been removed by other means 
including ground shooting and shooting in trap yards.  
Independent reviews of operations under the Plan have 
found that ‘animal welfare considerations are being 
adequately managed and addressed’. 

      A population survey will be done in October to judge 
the extent to which these removals have decreased the 
population.  The 2023 survey generated a population 
estimate of 12797 to 21760 feral horses, with a best 
estimate of 17393 horses. 

      Although this is significant progress, the fight to 
prevent feral horses from impacting Australia’s highest 
water catchment and dozens of threatened plant and 
animal species is not yet over.  The current plan requires 
3000 horses to be retained in the Park.  If the low end 
(12797 horses) of the 2023 population survey is correct, 
then the removal of just under 9000 horses means the 
program is approaching its 3000 target.  But the mid-
figure of the estimate (17393 horses) is more likely to be 
correct and that means there are at least 8000 horses to 
go.  ‘At least’ – because these figures do not account for 
natural growth over the last year.  

      Then there is the question of the target of 3000. 
From the point of view of a female corroboree frog, who 
has just laid her annual batch of eggs in an alpine bog, 
trampling by just one feral horse can threaten the 
survival of her critically-endangered species.  The 3000 
target, set in the 2021 Plan, was a political compromise 
with no scientific basis.   

      The 2021 Plan is an instrument of the Kosciuszko 
Wild Horse Heritage Act (NSW, 2018), a bizarre piece of 

legislation that instructs the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service to retain some feral horses in Kosciuszko.  It 
also instructs them to prioritise the retention of those 
horses over the objects of the National Parks and Wild-
life Act (NSW, 1974); as BMCS members will know, the 
primary object of that Act is, commendably, ‘the 
conservation of nature’. 

      A current focus of the Reclaim Kosci campaign, 
which is led by the Invasive Species Council, is repeal of 
the Kosciuszko Wild Horse Heritage Act.  A repeal bill 
would require a new Plan to be prepared, reflecting the 
objects of the National Parks and Wildlife Act.  Repeal of 
the KWHH Act would not only help protect Kosciuszko 
National Park; it should extinguish the possibility of 
similar legislation ever being proposed for any other 
national park. 

      A bill to repeal the Kosciuszko Wild Horse Heritage 
Act is likely to be approved by the NSW Legislative 
Assembly but would probably fail by one or two votes in 
the Legislative Council.  If Blue Mountains Conservation 
Society members would like to boost the repeal bill’s 
chance of success, they can sign a petition to repeal the 
Act at the BMCS stall at the Springwood Festival on 7

th
 

September and the Sustainability Festival on 28
th
 

September.  It’s a paper petition, not an online one, so 
please consider coming along to sign. 

Protecting Kosciuszko from feral horses – progress and a new petition 
-- Linda Groom (Invasive Species Council 
 volunteer and BMCS member)  

Sphagnum-fringed tarn, Kosciuszko NP (Mike Bremers) 

The wonderful presentation by Andrew Skeoch on Friday 
9 August at Blue Mountains Planetary Health Initiative 
was well timed after listening to the Senate Inquiry into 
Aircraft Noise which was held in Penrith during the day.  

      Two different worlds, one where the politicians and 
the corporate world were trying to allow for more freight 
landings bringing in parcels from increased online 
shopping, talking about acceptable levels of decibels, to 
a man with his microphone listening to the sounds of 
birds, and the dawn chorus, interpreting the 
conversations of nature.  

      Andrew took us into a beautiful space, where “nature 
is a verb, a process”, explaining how nature is more     
co-operative than competitive, agonistic rather than 
antagonistic. 

      By listening to nature, Andrew makes keen observ-
ations about humanity and an ecological future.  He 
says, that he suspects that “our existence as living 
creatures will oblige us to adopt humane and ecological 

respectful ways of governing, trading and structuring our 
societies - ones that, through the process of biomimicry, 
learn from and are modelled on nature’s systems.” (P. 
246, Deep Listening to Nature.) 

      If you have the opportunity to hear Andrew speak, 
you will be rewarded.  Listening to the beautiful dawn 
chorus of the Box-ironbark forest near his Victorian 
home is magical, as the different birds of that chorus are 
identified, preparing for their day.  As one gentleman in 
the audience stated, it was the best talk he had heard in 
five years. 

      Andrew Skeoch’s book is called Deep Listening to 
Nature, 2023, Listening Earth, Australia. There are 
links so you can listen to audio files online for each 
chapter. 

— Christine Stickley    

     Deep Listening to Nature by Andrew Skeoch  
     Published by Listening Earth 2023 

Deep Listening 
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Blue Mountains Conservation Society 

Planning and Development 
Resource Kit 

Do you want to take action on an environmental issue in 
your neighbourhood or the Blue Mountains more broadly?  
Do you want information about the laws and procedures 
relating to development and environmental protection?   

Find out what YOU can do!  Go to the Planning and 
Development Resource Kit:   

www.bluemountains.org.au/pdrk-welcome-shtml  

Making personal transport choices 
Opinion by Don Morison 
 

Our personal transport choices are vital to the future of all 
species on the planet as well as to the quality of the lives of 
future generations.  The current period of flux affecting these 
choices arises from:  

• Changes to the costs of electric and hybrid vehicles 

• Rapid development of robotic features in vehicle guidance 

• Competition between land uses, shortages of land for parking 
personal vehicles and shortages of places to dispose of non-
biodegradable components.   

 

Our minds become very focussed if we consider buying an 
electric or hybrid vehicle, an electric scooter or a bicycle that 
could have a power “bug” attached to it.   Questions worth 
investigating:  

• The total serviceable life of the item we might buy? 

• The total environmental impacts through acquisition of the 
item’s components, manufacture, useful life and disposal of 
the item? 

• Emerging substitute products that could make it environ-
mentally or economically undesirable to use this product for 
the whole of its serviceable life? 

• Changes to our current lifestyle once we acquire this product? 
 

How do we do a regular week’s shopping or access lookouts, 
walking track heads or other places whose natural environment 
we appreciate? 
 

Using a private car tempts us to a supermarket offering multi-
level car parking.  Supermarket chain operators know that 
smaller businesses can lose market share or close down through 
car parking issues.  Chain supermarket patronage can mean 
more highway travel and less time interacting with our close 
neighbours who share our interest in our immediate natural 
environment.  Community solidarity is crucial to the ethos of 
environment protection.   
 

Tremendous pressure is placed on desirable destinations such 
as the Blue Mountains’ scenic escarpments if nearly everyone 
arrives by car.  Parking spills over into residential streets, 
creating pressures to pave the environment for more car parking.   
 

Public transport is being greatly neglected in recent transport 
debates and walking and cycling facilities remain underfunded.  
The system of road user charges is likely to be revolutionised.  
 

It is worth mentioning that current generations of electric vehicles 
can go to landfill more rapidly than older vehicles due to lack of 
technicians who quickly become familiar with new waves of 
vehicles.  
 

Disclosure: The author of this article is using a turbo-petrol 
vehicle because its previous owner was impatient to use an all-
electric vehicle but wanted their jilted petrol vehicle to see out its 
useable life in the custody of an environmentally responsible 
person.  

YOU PASSED ME BY - 
 

You passed me by,  
Without a nod - 
As on your way 
That path you trod. 
 
I am no beauty - 
So common to your eye - 
No glamour that would claim your heart, 
But, beauty, deep within, I hide. 
 
Once each year 
The Inspiration strikes - 
Exploding blooms of violet hue 
Extend outwards on those slender spikes. 
 
My name is Hardenbergia - 
Violacea is my clan. 
I long for your attention  
As midst a swirl of friends I stand. 
 
By Ross Bridle 2024. *  

 

HUT NEWS TRIVIA: You will find the 
answer to this question within this newsletter.    
Question 6:  What is the only marsupial in the world 
known to store food and hibernate for extended 
periods of up to seven months? 

(This question has been repeated as we forgot to put 
the answer in last month.)   

* Editor’s note: 

Hardenbergia violacia is a climbing plant with 
dark green leaves and long sprays of purple 
flowers in spring.  It is widespread, occurring     
in eastern Queensland, NSW, Victoria and 
Tasmania.  Flowers are violet.  Hardenbergia is 
a member of the “Pea Family” described on 
page 12.    

      The Hardenbergia was named after 
Countess von Hardenberg by her brother Baron 
Carl von Hugel who visited Australia in 1834.   

      Baron von Hugel’s unpromising first 
impressions of “a land totally lifeless … 
everything was grey” turned to wonder when he 
explored the bush (or “forest”  as he termed it.    

      “A few hundred paces from the township, the 
vegetation starts. One of the unique character-
istics of the plants of New Holland is that the 
beautiful shapes and colours of the flowers 
reveal themselves to the observer only when he 
views them carefully at close quarters. So too, 
the richness and variety of the flora in all its 
splendour do not strike the eye until you are 
close up. The cheerless grey-green changed to 
the most varied shades of green, from the 
lightest and brightest to lush dark hues, mingled 
with brilliant flowers of every kind, in untold 
numbers. … I roamed around this world of 
colour as if intoxicated.”  (Word Press) 

http://www.bluemountains.org.au/pdrk-welcome-shtml
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Spring is now upon us, and home gardeners are 
preparing their plant lists.  But, before hitting the garden 
centre trail or consulting landscapers, please consider 
this advice. 

As documented in August Hut News, indigenous 
biodiversity is declining in NSW.  Environmental weeds 
have significantly contributed to this situation.  Weeds 
cost the Australian economy billions every year.   

Many of Australia’s worst weeds have spread via the 
nursery industry and home gardens.  Encouraged by 
government and conservationists, in approximately 2010 
the industry adopted an environmental self-regulation 
program, called Grow Me Instead.  Consumers were 
offered alternatives to popular but weedy species.    

Has Grow Me Instead worked?  The Invasive Species 
Council is not convinced.  

“Three-quarters of all listed weeds in Australia are 
escaped garden plants … [nursery industry] self-
regulation has failed. It depends too much on 
gardeners or individual nurseries to do the right 
thing ... Environment minister Tanya Plibersek has 
shown great leadership in convincing all state      and 
territory environment ministers to agree to develop a 
national plan …” (https://invasives.org.au/media-
releases/push-to-stop-the-sale-of-weeds/ ). 

Are garden escapees a problem in the Blue Mountains? 
Absolutely!  How can BMCS members help? 

• Prioritise purchase of locally indigenous plant species 
(the native species that occur naturally in your 
locality).  Local species can particularly support our 
smaller indigenous birds. A wide range of trees, 
shrubs and ground layers are available. Locally 

indigenous species can be purchased at BMCS 
Nursery (see advertisement on page 1), Wildplant 
Rescue Nursery (Katoomba), and Glenbrook Native 
Plant Reserve and Nursery.  

• Exercise the precautionary principle when 
landscaping or purchasing plants or seeds at garden 
centres, markets, online and other outlets. Trouble-
some garden escapees include Agapanthus, Butterfly 
bush (Buddleja davidii), Asparagus fern, Ivy, Honey-
suckle, Tutsan, Arum lily, Day lily, Formosan lily and 
Ginger lily.   

• Check BMCC’s weed and garden management site: 
https://weedsbluemountains.org.au/ and Grow Me 
Instead: https://www.growmeinstead.com.au/region/
new-south-wales.aspx .  

• Be aware that introduced indigenous species have 
turned feral in the Blue Mountains, including West 
Australian Kangaroo Paw and Bluebell creeper.  

• Regularly observe how introduced species are 
behaving in your garden. Plants that spread rapidly, 
for example by suckering, or produce numerous 
seedlings are a concern. Consider removing these 
plants, especially if they are becoming established in 
adjacent bushland.     

• Birds consume, transport and deposit plant seed. 
Many weeds, such as Holly, Cotoneaster, Ivy and 
various lilies are distributed in this way. Monitor for 
unwelcome seedling development in your garden and 
local bushland.  

Gardening is a healthy, creative activity, if done 
responsibly.  Let’s nurture our local bushland too.   

Care for your garden and local biodiversity benefits too 
— Peter Ardill BMCS Bushcare Officer 

 

On 7th September 1936 the last thylacine died, from 
exposure, at Beaumaris Zoo in Hobart.  We now 
commemorate the date as Threatened Species Day.   

      An archive film shows haunting images of the 
thylacine pacing the floor of its cage.  Watching it, I felt 
very sad and ashamed that humans had done this.   

      In the early 1800s, settlers cleared large areas of 
land in Tasmania for livestock.  Despite evidence that 
feral dogs and mismanagement were responsible for 
stock losses, the thylacine became a scapegoat and was 
hated and feared by the Tasmanian public.  In the 
1830s, a bounty system was established with farm 
owners pooling money.  In 1888 the Tasmanian Govern-
ment introduced a bounty of one pound (£1) per full-
grown animal and 10 shillings (half of £1) per juvenile 
animal destroyed.   At least 3,500 thylacines were killed 
through human hunting between 1830 and the 1920s.   

      With numbers declining, in 1929 the Animals and 
Birds Protection Board passed a motion protecting 
thylacines, but only during December which was thought 
to be the prime breeding season.  Official protection was 
introduced on 10 July 1936 – too late.    

      The thylacine was a large carnivorous marsupial with 
a backward facing pouch. It was mainly nocturnal or 
semi-nocturnal.  It moved at a slow pace, generally stiff 
in its movements.  It hunted singly or in pairs.  It 

preferred kangaroos and other marsupials, small rodents 
and birds.   

      At one time the thylacine was widespread over 
continental Australia.  It became extinct on the Australian 
mainland not less than 2000 years ago.   

      Work at the Riversleigh World Heritage fossil site in 
north-west Queensland has unearthed an array of 
thylacines dated from about 30 million years ago to 
almost 12 million years ago.  At least seven different 
species are present, ranging from small specialised cat-
sized individuals to fox-sized predators.   By eight million 
years ago only one species remained, the Powerful 
Thylacine.  The modern thylacine made its appearance 
about four million years ago. 

      Aboriginal rock paintings of thylacine-like animals are 
recognised from northern Australia including the 
Kimberley region of Western Australia and in the 
Northern Territory.  There is evidence to suggest that 
Aboriginal people in Tasmania used the thylacine as a 
food item. 

      Have we learned anything from this tragedy?    

  

Sources of information:  Australian Museum, National 
Museum Australia, Australian Government Department of 
Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water. 

A tragedy of natural history  
— Christine Davies 

https://invasives.org.au/media-releases/push-to-stop-the-sale-of-weeds/
https://invasives.org.au/media-releases/push-to-stop-the-sale-of-weeds/
https://weedsbluemountains.org.au/
https://www.growmeinstead.com.au/region/new-south-wales.aspx
https://www.growmeinstead.com.au/region/new-south-wales.aspx
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Say “Hello” — Christine Stickley.  

We had been walking on the Eastern Escarpment during the start of winter, 
discovering new tracks and the upgrades of old routes by Blue Mountains City 
Council.  Each day we met people from Sydney, interstate or overseas enjoying 
the walks around the Mitchell’s Pass area, entranced with the history and natural 
beauty of the Lower Blue Mountains.  

      The promise of sunshine and warmer temperatures saw us looking 
westwards and we headed to Leura.  Following an impromptu lunch at Gordon 
Falls Picnic Area, we decided to walk a little of the Grand Clifftop Walk.  We had 
previously experienced the beauty of the walk from Elysian Rock to the Bridal 
Veil Lookout in spring, to celebrate our wedding anniversary.  That day, a few 
years ago, the bush was alight with white flowers and we seemed to find love 
hearts in unexpected places.  

      Our Friday walk in winter was one of those “Shall we walk along here? 
Nothing planned,” type of walk.  We were feeling so happy, the sun was out, the 
sky was blue, the temperature was mild.  No one was around.  We had the views 
to ourselves as we climbed up to Elysian Rock.   

      The mountains never cease to fill us up.  As we try to take in the enormity of 
the view, the low sun angles light the valleys and create shadows that define the 
landscape so much more than in the blazing overhead sunlight of summer.   

      “Shall we continue?” we asked each other, drawn on by the sense of 
discovery and the sheer beauty of the afternoon.  Across the steel Buttenshaw 
Bridge and on towards two women, deep in conversation on the seat on 
Olympian Rock, but who stopped to say “hello.”.  Not as nimble as we once 

Traditional owners win battle to  
save Jabiluka from uranium mine  

A fight of many decades has been won.  Mirarr Traditional Owners have succeeded in 
protecting their Country at Jabiluka from a planned high impact uranium mine in the top of the 
Northern Territory. 

This unique part of Australia is surrounded by Kakadu, Australia’s largest national park and a 
dual World Heritage listed area.  Despite its international significance, this region has been 
subject to drilling, cultural damage and uranium exploitation and risk for over 50 years.   

On Sunday 11 August Energy Resources of Australia’s Jabiluka mining lease expired – and it 
will not be renewed!  

“We have always said no to this mine, government and mining companies told us they would 
mine it but we stayed strong and said no,” says Yvonne Margarula, Mirarr senior Traditional 
Owner “Today I feel very happy that Jabiluka will be safe forever. Protecting country is very 
important for my family and for me.” 

Source:  Australian Conservation Foundation (ACF) 

HUT NEWS 
TRIVIA:   
Answer to 
Question 6:     

The Mountain 
Pygmy Possum  
(Burramys parvus). 
It is the only 
marsupial in the 
world known to 
store food and 
hibernate for 
extended periods. 

were, we gingerly navigated the 
steeply sloping natural sandstone 
steps down towards a valley.  We 
were followed by an English 
couple, of equal years, likewise 
questioning their ability to 
continue the walk.  We 
encouraged them, "It is so 
beautiful, and you will see some 
lovely waterfalls.”   

      Another family, from over-
seas, was coming up the steps, 
exclaiming their joy in discovering 
the view from Olympian Rock.  
Ross and I continued down-
wards, admiring the newly cut 
sandstone steps defining the 
path. A new steel bridge had 
been constructed across a 
washed away gully, across which 
we had picked our way many 
times in the past.  This new work 
made the walk so much easier.  
We looked up, to wonder at the 
tall white gums in the valley and 
the views of the blue mountains 
and sandstone cliffs in the 
distance.   

      Around a corner, as the path 
levelled out, the sun shone 
intensely on the orange cliff face 
and track.  The aspect couldn’t 
be better.  Over new sandstone 
steps and, after some climbing, 
we passed another man.  
'Beautiful track,' he says.  We 
stopped a little and, after a joke 
or two from Ross, he told us that 
he did this walk every day.  

      Meeting the people passing 
us added to our experience.  Our 
conversations made the walk 
more memorable and enjoyable.  
A friendly “hello” and chat can 
add to our own wellbeing, sense 
of belonging and just make 
someone’s day.  

Image: Ross Bridle at Bridal Veil 
View Lookout, Leura.   
(Christine Stickley)  
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BUSHWALKING:  Enjoy the bush, learn about the Blue Mountains natural 
environment and find out why bushwalking has been a popular pastime in the Blue 
Mountains for more than 100 years. Our bushwalking convenor is Doug Nicholls 
dougnicholls@bigpond.com, phone 0455 850 735.    

Walks are graded and generally suitable for walkers of average fitness but may vary in 
degree of difficulty.  Participants need to be aware of their own capabilities and can 
discuss with the bushwalking convenor, group coordinator or leader.   

Underneath is a brief summary of walks and leaders for this month.   

Please check our website for detailed walks program and program 
changes. https://www.bluemountains.org.au/bushwalking.shtml  

MONDAY LEISURE WALKS:  Short day walks 3-5 
hours.  Bring morning tea, lunch and adequate water. 
Coordinator: Melanie Lawson 0431 214 687.  
melanielawson@outlook.com.au . 
Sep 9 Darwin’s walk to Rocket Point and return. 6.5km. Kathy 
0422 209 812 
Sep 16  Prince Henry Cliff Walk from Gordon Falls Carpark to 

Echo Point (one way). 8km. Paul 0414 266 351 
Sep 23 Glow worm tunnel and Wolgan valley circuit. 9km. 

Melanie 0431 214 687.  Please call Melanie to register 
for this walk. 

Sep 30  Bells line of Road to Dalpura Head 6km approx.  
Wayne 0407 643 512 

Oct 7  No walk scheduled due to Public Holiday 
 

TUESDAY FITNESS WALKS: 'Medium Day' walks suit-
able for walkers of average fitness, 3-5 hours. Bring 
morning tea/lunch/adequate water. Coordinator: Phill 
Cox (0415 449 174 mrpacox@hotmail.com  ) 
Sep 10 Narrabeen Lagoon Circuit. Gr2. 8.5km. Anna Drew 
0403 711457 Imma Millward 0422 313828. 
Sep 17 Asgard Swamp & Thor Head. Gr3, 7km.  Sharon Cox 
0404 622 515 
Sep 24  Bowral – Vietnam War Memorial & Cherry Tree Walk.  
Gr1, 5km.  Marilyn Savic 0409 924 663 John Savic 0400 990 
444.  Bus trip:  Fare $15 Book and pay Maur 

THURSDAY PLEASURE WALKS are 2-3 hours and are 
conducted at a leisurely pace.  Coordinator:   Beverley 
Thompson (4757 2076 denfenella12@bigpond.com) 
Sept 12 Popes Glen to Pulpit Rock and return.  
Tracy 0434 362 611 Gr2 
Sep 19 Centennial Glen and Cliff Top Walk, Blackheath. Ros 
0417 261 465. Gr 2 
Sep 26 Cliff Top Walk to Lincolns Rock, Wentworth Falls.  
Libby 4759 2969. Gr 2  
Oct 3 Berry Island and Gore Cove Reserve, Wollstonecraft 
4kms. Maurice 0402 402 783. Gr 2 
Oct 10 Wildflower Walk, Birrabang Ridge, Bells Line of Road. 
Leader Beverley 4757 2076.  Gr 1 
Oct 17 Cathedral of Ferns, Waterfall Way and Wynnes Rocks, 
Mount Wilson. Tracy 0434 362 611 Gr2 
 

SATURDAY WALKS:  Usually a full day, longer walk at 
a faster pace.  Coordinator Harold Thompson  
04090 10736, Harold.thompson@bigpond.com).   
Sept 14 Rookery Nook and Arethusa Falls. Harold 
0409010737, Gr3, 6km. Map Katoomba  
Sep 21  Venus Tor and Boorong Crags .  Geoff 0497638033. 
Gr3, 8km. Map Mt Wilson.  
Sep 28  Birrabang Walls.  Harold 0409010737, Gr 3, 10km. 
Map Mt Wilson  
Oct 5  Moffits Pagodas. Harold 0409010737, Gr 3, 8km. Map 
Ben Bullen 

 
Visit the Saturday walks facebook - https:// 
www.facebook.com/bmcslongerbushwalks?fref=nf   

 TING excursion to Perrys Lookdown, 15/8/24 
The mist moved to reveal sections of Mount Banks and the Banks 
Walls cliffs, the sandstone a pale ghostly yellow.  The sounds of 
Bell Miners tinkling deep in the Grose Valley were a reminder of the 
great height this location is set in comparison to its surrounds.   

It was 2022 when many of us had been here to celebrate the 90
th
 

anniversary of the Blue Gum Forest.  Then the Greater Blue 
Mountains National Park system was initiated through fundraising to 
purchase one small land holding below this lookout.  Since then the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service had sealed all of the car and 
bus spaces.  The toilets and picnic tables were now new, clean and 
undamaged.   

The interpretive boards were very informative and in good condition. 
The new blacktop road was attracting many locals and cyclists.   

Even close to the car parking, there were excellent examples of 
white and orange bracket fungi.  The various wattles and a sprinkl-
ing of Mountain Devil flowers added colour to the bush.  Below the 
railings of Perrys Lookdown and Dockers Lookout, the shapes and 
angles of the sandstone rocks were spectacularly varied.   

A few of the group descended the steep stairs below Dockers 
Lookout and walked the first section of the track towards Blue Gum 
Forest.  This traversed the most sheltered and moist section of the 
precinct.  There were a large number of Black Wattles (Callicoma 
serratifolia).   Walkers were impressed at how a good quality 
walking route had been established to blend in with the landscape.  

We sat for a while, contemplating the mighty 
valley of Govetts Creek from the recently 
upgraded memorial to the four teenage boys 
from the Belmore Church of England Boys 
Club who lost their lives in a bushfire near this 
place on 30

th
 November 1957.   

Thursday Interpretive Nature Group 

Forest near the brow of Perrys Lookdown.   
(Jenny Miller) 

NOTE TO ALL BUSHWALKERS:  Meeting places and times 
are not given because sometimes there are changes to 
the program.  Please check with the walks leader.   

https://www.bluemountains.org.au/bushwalking.shtml
mailto:melanielawson@outlook.com.au
mailto:mrpacox@hotmail.com
mailto:denfenella12@bigpond.com
http://www.facebook.com/bmcslongerbushwalks?fref=nf
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A page for keen nature observers of all ages … 

What to look for in September in the Blue Mountains 

What did you see in the Blue Mountains - in your garden or during your 
favourite bushwalk - during September? Was it something that wasn’t 
there last month? Please tell Hut News!  Send your stories, photos or drawings to  
Adelina at  hutnews@bluemountains.org.au  or post to PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls 2782.  

? 

 

Image:  Wikipedia  

 Spring Wildflowers in the upper and lower Blue Mountains: 

In the Blue Mountains bushland there are wildflowers at every time of the year.  

But there are more in the Spring.   

This Spring, see how many different wildflowers you can find.   Please don’t pick 

any—that is illegal.  Photograph them if you can.  The flowers need to be left to 

produce seed for next season’s wildflowers.   

“PEA”  FLOWERS 

The Pea Flowers are from one of the largest 

plant families in Australia.    There are about 

120 native species in the Blue Mountains.   

They can be different colours and slightly 

different shapes, but are easily recognisable. 

How many different species can you find? 

 

— Adelina         (Images by Sue Nicol)  Dillwynia sp. 
is mainly yellow  

MAGPIES 

It’s magpie swooping season, which means 

it’s their nesting season.  They only swoop to 

scare away perceived threats to their babies.   

You may have a local family that is quite 

friendly and visit for a chat.   I have one that 

follows when I’m gardening in case I dig up a 

juicy snack. 

The magpies in the photograph often turn up 

to visit the volunteers at the Consoc native 

plant nursery when we are having morning 

tea. 

mailto:hutnews@bluemountains.org.au

