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Issue No. 427 
August 2024 “Nature Conservation Saves for Tomorrow” 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the 
Darug and Gundungurra people, and pay respect to their 
elders past, present  and emerging. 

HUT NEWS 
Blue Mountains Conservation Society Inc. 

What is the Southern Escarpment Management Plan? 
The Southern Scenic Escarpment (Wentworth Falls to Katoomba) hosts diverse ecosystems 
as well as the most visited destinations in our World Heritage Area.  It is the subject of an 
ongoing Management Planning exercise by Blue Mountains City Council.  Will the amount 
of paving be reduced and will access to some of our most valued natural areas become 
safer and easier for pedestrians?  Find out more on page 6.   

Strange and unusual 
Walking in Faulconbridge recently, I noticed a group of 
Banksia inflorescences on the ground at the side of the track.  
Initially I was annoyed, thinking someone had mindlessly 
picked and discarded them.  But no, the flowers were coming 
direct from the lignotuber of a Banksia spinulosa.  The area 
has not experienced fire recently but the plant appears to 
have been affected by track clearing.   

      Resprouting from buds in the lignotuber is the species’ 
common response to damage.  But here the resprouting was 
not the usual leafy shoots, rather flowers.   

—Helen Yoxall  (Photo by Helen Yoxall) 

Members, Please send your stories and photos to Hut News 
hutnews@bluemountains.org.au  

 

NOTICES FOR MEMBERS … 

Save the date!   
Saturday, 21 September 2024 
General Meeting for the management committee to discuss 
strategic plan with members. 

The meeting is for the President to present the Strategic 
Directions for the Society for the next 12 months and our 
decisions for use of funding.  We will welcome comments 
from members. 

There will be a brief time also to update members on 
progress of our latest campaigns, including the Senate 
Hearing into the impact of aircraft noise which is on 9 August 
2024 in Penrith and at which the Society is a witness.   

The meeting will be held at Lawson Mechanics Institute at 
2pm. 

 

Wanted:  Help with Hut News 
We need a volunteer who has Microsoft Windows 11 and can 
type, to join the Hut News Team. Your role will be to help with 
typing and formatting the monthly newsletter.  This usually 
happens between 13th and 22nd of the month.  Please 
contact Christine Davies, hutnews@bluemountains.org.au  
4787 7246.  

Website —volunteer wanted—
six hours a week for an interim 
period 
The Society is seeking a member to volunteer 
to maintain our current website for an interim 
period. 

If you have the following skills and about six 
hours a week to volunteer please contact 
Andrew Solomon on 0408 267078 
(membership@bluemountains.org.au)  

• Good knowledge of HTML and CSS 

• Able to use PhotoShop or similar to crop/
reduce images 

• Able to create, merge and modify pdfs 

• Knowledge of responsive design concepts 

mailto:hutnews@bluemountains.org.au
mailto:hutnews@bluemountains.org.au
mailto:membership@bluemountains.org.au
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Blue Mountains Conservation 
Society Inc.   

 

    Post:  PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls 2782  
    Phone:  0490 419 779 * (leave message)  
    Email:  bmcs@bluemountains.org.au   
    Website:  www.bluemountains.org.au   
    Facebook, Twitter and Instagram:  
         addresses can be found on website.  
 

President:    Annette Cam  0450 215 125 
  president@bluemountains.org.au 
Senior Vice President:  Tara Cameron 
  taracameron4@gmail.com 
2nd Vice President:  Madi Maclean  
natpks@bluemountains.org.au 
Administration Officer:   Jeanette Robertson     
  sao@bluemountains.org.au 
Bushcare Officer 
  Peter Ardill pa13424soc@proton.me 
Environmental Education Officer: 
  Annette Sartor annettesartor9@icloud.com 
Events Coordinator: 
  Jo Carroll jocarr2014@gmail.com 
Land Use Officer:  Angela Langdon 
  landuse@bluemountains.org.au 
Meetings Secretary:  Heather Hull 
  4739 1493  hhull001@bigpond.net.au 
Membership Secretary: 
  Andrew Solomon 0408 267 078 
  membership@bluemountains.org.au 
National Parks & World Heritage Officer: 
  Madi Maclean 0412 428 202 
  natpks@bluemountains.org.au 
Newsletter Editor:  Christine Davies    
  hutnews@bluemountains.org.au 
Nursery Manager:  Paul Irwin    
  plantnurserybmcs@outlook.com 
Publicity Officer: vacant * 
Sustainability / Climate Change Officer: 
  Nathalie Verellen    
  sustain@bluemountains.org.au 
Threatened Species Officer: vacant * 
Treasurer and Public Officer:  
  Elizabeth Howard  0414 090 251    
  eh.mistover@bigpond.com 
Website Officer: Alan Page 
  alanpage7@bigpond.com 
Other Society contacts: 
Bushwalking Convenor:  
  Doug Nicholls 0455 850 753 
  dougnicholls@bigpond.com 
Bushfire Representative: 
  Hugh Paterson 0427 512 303 
  fmatter@bigpond.net.au 
Thursday Interpretive Nature Group: 
  Christine Davies    
  hutnews@bluemountains.org.au 
Plant Study Group:  Meredith Brownhill   
  mountains@westnet.com.au 
 

* vacant – for more information 
 email  bmcs@bluemountains.org.au  or 

phone 0490 419 779 (leave a message)  
 
 Vacant positions may be filled by the 
management committee to serve until the 
next AGM (March 2025) 

 The Blue Mountains Conservation Society is an incorporated 
voluntary organisation of more than 800 members. Our goal is to 
protect, conserve and advocate for the natural environment of 
the Greater Blue Mountains.  www.bluemountains.org.au   

How to contact your local Members of Parliament: 
(State) Trish Doyle MP,  
Member for Blue Mountains. 
   5 Raymond Road, Springwood 2777. 
   (02) 4751 3298, bluemountains@parliament.nsw.gov.au 

(Federal) Susan Templeman MP,  
Federal Member for Macquarie,  
   299 George St, Windsor 2756.  
   4573 8222, https://www.susantempleman.com.au/contact/  

Mount Piper Nuclear Reactions:  
scepticism and fears for the coal-to-
renewables transition 
— Comment by the Hut News Team 

Members of the Lithgow Environment Group have alerted Hut 
News to media coverage of the Federal Coalition’s promise to 
convert the Mount Piper coal-fired power station into a nuclear 
power station by 2035 or 2040.  An article published in the 
Sydney Morning Herald and The Age (20/7/24) points out that 
this would be at odds with the orderly transition from coal-
provided energy to renewables which has been anticipated up 
until now. 

On 4th July 2024, participants in a TING excursion spoke to 
some employees of Mount Piper Power Station and an opinion 
was expressed that their career and retirement plans were 
satisfactorily served by the current schemes for switching to 
renewables. 

Varying degrees of concern about lack of consultation and the 
possible details of the Coalition nuclear plan have been 
expressed by virtually all significant players in the political 
institutions of Greater Lithgow and the Blue Mountains.  
Apprehensiveness stems from the actual process of nuclear 
generation, the transport of inputs and waste materials from the 
proposed nuclear site and the social and employment impacts of 
needing a workforce entirely different to the one our region 
would need if it becomes a focus of renewable energy.   

Both Lithgow and Blue Mountains Councils have substantial 
concerns, as do the National Party State Member for Bathurst, 
Paul Toole, the independent Federal Member for Calare, 
Andrew Gee (who was first elected as a National) and Kate 
Hook, who has come to attention as an independent candidate 
for Calare.   
 

HUT NEWS TRIVIA:  You will find answers to 
these questions within this newsletter.    
Question 5.  How many mammal species has Australia lost 
since European colonisation? 

Question 6:  What is the only marsupial in the world known to 
store food and hibernate for extended periods of up to seven 
months? 

 

Contributions for Hut News 
The deadline for the next issue  of Hut News is  

12 August 2024 
hutnews@bluemountains.org.au 

(Enquiries: 4787 7246)   

mailto:bmcs@bluemountains.org.au
http://www.bluemountains.org.au
mailto:president@bluemountains.org.au
mailto:taracameron4@gmail.com
mailto:natpks@bluemountains.org.au
mailto:sao@bluemountains.org.au
mailto:pa13424soc@proton.me
mailto:annettesartor9@icloud.com
mailto:jocarr2014@gmail.com
mailto:landuse@bluemountains.org.au
mailto:hhull001@bigpond.net.au
mailto:membership@bluemountains.org.au
mailto:natpks@bluemountains.org.au
mailto:hutnews@bluemountains.org.au
mailto:plantnurserybmcs@outlook.com
https://www.bluemountains.org.au/office-holders.shtml#vacant
mailto:sustain@bluemountains.org.au
https://www.bluemountains.org.au/office-holders.shtml#vacant
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mailto:mountains@westnet.com.au
mailto:bmcs@bluemountains.org.au
http://www.bluemountains.org.au
mailto:bluemountains@parliament.nsw.gov.au
https://www.google.com/search?q=susan+templeman+mp&rlz=1C1CHBF_en-GBAU880AU880&oq=Susan+Templeman+mp&aqs=chrome.0.0i355i512j46i175i199i512j0i512i546j0i546i649.4417j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.susantempleman.com.au/contact/
mailto:hutnews@bluemountains.org.au
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From the President  
While the Blue Mountains shivered through a very cold couple of weeks in 
late June and early July, I was fortunate to be on a long road trip to Cairns!  
My younger daughter had just been appointed to Cairns for work and we 
were driving the 2654 km with a car loaded with boxes of various goods.  

      The best part of driving all the way is seeing the changes in the 
countryside as you head up from Lawson, through the NSW central coast, 
north coast and then along the Queensland coast from Brisbane all the 
way to Cairns. 

      Heading north between Mackay and Townsville, there are areas of 
beautiful tropical savannah woodlands with low eucalypts, melaleucas and 
other trees and a grassy understory.  I spotted large flocks of Red-tailed 
Black Cockatoos flying, feeding, in trees and on the ground, calling to each 
other.  And smaller flocks of Brolgas in fields not far from the road.  And 
many raptors – Little Eagles, Black Kites, Whistling Kites, Brown 
Goshawks, Brahminy Kites and White-breasted Sea Eagles.  

      Once in Cairns, there was little time for venturing out into the amazing, 
dense rainforest areas within and around the city.  But I couldn’t escape 
the plentiful wildlife around the town.  Flocks of Spectacled Flying Foxes 
wove their way out of day-time roosts across the darkening evening sky.  
During the day, Little Lorikeets darted like bullets around the houses and 
parks, including diving across in front of our car at one time!  Orange-
footed Scrub Fowl (mound-building birds, a little like a mallee fowl) 
frequented the Botanic Gardens and were easy to spot in the dark forest at 
the edge of the paths.  Rainbow Lorikeets made a deafening cacophony in 
the main tourist street as they settled for the evening.  Bush-Stone Curlews 
stand around on the streets and in the cemeteries during the day, alerting 
us to their presence in the evening with their haunting calls. Black 
Butcherbirds charmed us with their rich, deep and rollicking yodel. 

      If you keep your eyes open, when you go travelling anywhere in 
Australia, you will see wonderful plants and animals on the way.  Some are 
common and others are rare but they are all wonderful and worth 
protecting.   Take a little time at the end of your journey to drop us a line 
about what you did and what you saw!  We would love to read about it! 

Senate Hearing on the Impact of aircraft noise on regional 
communities 

      Excitingly the Senate Standing Committee agreed to hold a hearing in 
Western Sydney on the issues of the impact of aircraft noise.  I have been 
invited to participate as a witness at this hearing, to speak on behalf of the 
Society. 

      The hearing will be held on 9 August 2024 in Penrith and the Blue 
Mountains community’s participation begins at 9am.   It would be great to 
see as many people attending as possible to give their support to both the 
Society and other community groups who are speaking as witnesses at the 
hearing.  Details of the venue are yet to be released, so watch the website 

and your eblasts for details.  

-- Annette Cam, President 

Drones for Water Sampling 
— Chris Whiteman 
Drones are increasingly being used for 
water sampling in difficult to access 
areas. Sydney Water is using drones 
to collect water for testing from areas 
where access by vehicles or boats 
take up considerable time and 
expense to arrange.  

       A recent report from the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry’s Innovation Pilots team 
states that they have successfully 
used drones to collect environmental 
DNA (eDNA) samples from a 
waterway in the ACT. The samples 
were used to analyse for confirmation 
of the presence of feral deer.  

      Director of Research & Innovation 
Jessica May said the project paves the 
way for a faster, safer, more cost-
effective and targeted method of DNA 
sampling. “It took the team just 15 
minutes to sample the water needed 
using the drone. Previously, sampling 
by foot took over one hour due to 
tough surrounding terrain,” Ms May 
said. “This time-saving method will 
help us focus our resources and save 
on operational expenses when taking 
samples across a large geographic 
area”.  

       When using the technology, drone 
operators remain safe in an open 
clearing throughout the sample 
collection. Samplers do not need to 
trudge through slippery bogs or 
venture down into steep ravines, 
reducing the risk they may sustain 
physical injury or encounter dangerous 
feral animals.  

       “Now we have seen its potential, 
drone sampling may be used to detect 
the presence of native and invasive 
species that shed DNA into the 
environment, like avian influenza in 
water birds,” Ms May said. 

       Projects like this aim to deliver 
outcomes for the National Biosecurity 
Strategy that can prevent, predict, 
identify and respond to biosecurity 
threats more effectively and efficiently. 

       There is potential for drone 
sampling to be used in the Blue 
Mountains World Heritage area for 
detection of water contaminants from 
mining, invasive species causing 
disease and for analysis of feral 
animal presence.  
 

VIDEO TO WATCH:   
Google:  “Detector Gadget: Blue 
Skies Ahead for eDNA sampler 
drones” - click on MORE—there 
is an interesting video of the 
drones at work.    

Blue Mountains Conservation Society 
Planning and Development Resource Kit 

Do you want to take action on an environmental issue in your neighbour-
hood or the Blue Mountains more broadly?  Do you want information 
about the laws and procedures relating to development and environ-
mental protection?  Find out what YOU can do!  Go to the Planning and 
Development Resource Kit:   

www.bluemountains.org.au/pdrk-welcome-shtml  

http://www.bluemountains.org.au/pdrk-welcome-shtml
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Every now and then, when you visit a place regularly and often, you 
come across something truly unexpected that fills you with delight! 

      That is how it was for our small bird surveying group in April 
2024, when one of the members (Judy) photographed a group of 
Zebra Finches who were nesting in some low acacia shrubs near 
Chinaman’s Waterhole. Chinaman’s Waterhole lies within a 
beautiful creek lined with Eucalyptus camaldulensis and Acacia 
aneura tall shrubland as you move away from the creekline.  

      This year, following spectacular rainfalls in this part of the park 
(over 150 mm in one event in February/March), there were pools of 
water in most of the creeks including at Chinaman’s Waterhole. The 
herbs and shrubs were in good condition and in some places the 
grass was over 1.5m high. The various grasses and sedges near 
the creek were also much higher than I had seen them before, 
providing thick cover for small birds and ideal places for nesting. 
The various species of grass had seeded very well and the 
enormous amount of seed which had fallen to the ground made a 
lovely mosaic pattern and provided feed for budgerigars as well as 
finches and other seed eating bird species. 

      If you are familiar with Zebra Finches, you will know how 
engaging they are. They are always busy, chattering to each other, 
flying here and there, zipping in and out of nesting sites. It wasn’t 
until Judy looked at the enlarged photo on her computer screen that 
she saw that this group of Zebra Finches had an unusual member. 
There was a male Painted Finch in the group! After observing and 
photographing this male bird for two days, we managed to locate a 
female. So it seems there was a pair. 

      Although we scoured the long, spiky grass and low acacia 
shrubs near where we saw the birds, we did not find a nest.  

      Painted Finches are birds of the arid areas and are widespread 
in inland arid semi-arid areas. They are widespread in northern 
Western Australia including to the coast, parts of Northern Territory, 
northern parts of South Australia and western Queensland.  There 
is one confirmed record published in HANZAB (Handbook of 
Australian, New Zealand and Antarctic Birds) for New South Wales 
and that is in Sturt National Park  in the northwest corner on NSW 
where is borders QLD and SA. Our pair of birds were hundreds of 
kilometres away from their usual range. 

      The male has a glossy red face, throat, belly and rump. The 
under parts are black, heavily spotted with white. The back is brown 
in colour. The female has less red on her. The birds are between 
10.5 – 11.5 cm in length. 

Birds of the Paroo Darling (Peery) National Park 

Painted Finch Emblema pictum 
-- Annette Cam 

      Across much of their range, Painted 
Finches frequent rocky ground with spinifex 
cover, usually near surface water. Out in the 
Paroo next to this Chinaman’s Waterhole, the 
ground is very rocky (and very tricky to walk 
over!) but there is no spinifex. However, there 
are many other spiky grasses with good 
growth.  

      It is known that sometimes Painted Finches 
will follow heavy rains and I suspect that this is 
what has happened here. Earlier in the year, 
there were several weather systems moving 
across inland Australia bringing considerable 
rain to the arid zone and into the far west of 
NSW, and this pair of birds may have moved 
with them. Of course, there might have been 
other individuals that came as well, but we only 
saw these two. 

 

Images:  (left) Male Painted Finch 
                (right) Female Painted Finch 
Credits:  Painted Finch (C)Rob Shepherd 2022  
                birdlifephotography.org.au'   

HUT NEWS TRIVIA 
Answer to question 5: 
39 mammal species have been lost since 
European colonisation in Australia.  This 
makes us the world leader of mammal spe-
cies extinctions in the last 200 years.  

 A further 55 mammal species are classified 
as either critically endangered or endan-
gered.   

From the Environment Protection and Biodi-
versity Conservation Act (1999) List of Ex-
tinct and endangered Fauna. 
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Think globally, act locally has been a prominent conserv-
ation catchcry for many decades. But does the volunteer 
restoration work of local residents significantly contribute 
to global conservation? Sam and Jay, two younger 
members of the Blue Mountains bushcare brigade, 
explain to BMCS Bushcare Officer, Peter Ardill, how their 
efforts to confront climate change and ecosystem 
degradation have, in the long-term, proved to be 
effective and personally meaningful.  

How concerned are you about climate change? Does 
your bushcare work help with the management of 
degrading climate change impacts?   

Sam: I’m definitely concerned about climate change and 
joining bushcare was partly an emotional response to 
feeling quite helpless about it – as many people do. I say 
“emotional” because I didn’t really know what bushcare 
involved. Volunteering has pushed back on that helpless-
ness though, not just as a feeling of “doing something” 
but through gaining some insight into the extent of 
knowledge and considered debate around effectively 
restoring bushland. I appreciate that the work we do 
never seems random. There’s always a reason for 
dealing with this particular weed and not that one or 
working on this side of the swamp rather than the other. 

BMCC Bushcare Officer, James, and Wentworth Falls 
Kittyhawk swampcarers have talked about the role of 
healthy swamps in storing carbon and keeping it out of 
the atmosphere. The threats to the health of the swamp 
are very visible near its boundaries, both in terms of 
weeds and the eroded channels that have started to form 
from stormwater run-off. I’ve only been a member of the 
group for a year but there’s visible improvement in areas 
we’ve returned to months after removing a particular 
weed or doing some planting. Comparing geotagged 
photos from several years ago with what I see on the site 
today makes it even clearer how much the group has 
achieved since it started. 

Jay: I’m concerned about climate change as I think 
politically there seems to be little willpower to change 
things. I feel there is often a reluctance to even 
acknowledge that things need to change.  

At bushcare we can definitely see some of the effects of 

climate change near our work areas - for example, 
frequent flooding resulting in streams becoming wider 
due to the banks being washed away (see illustration). 
We do some planting – this not only means more native 
plants and less weeds but also serves the purpose of 
holding the stream bank together. The bushcare group 
has also worked on a few areas that were full of weeds. 
We spent a couple of weekends pulling out the weeds 
and then planting some native plants. Visiting the area 
recently, it was cool to see the difference our group had 
made, with the native plants having matured. 

Has bushcare alerted you to the differences between 
degraded and undegraded bushland? Have you 
discussed this with people outside bushcare 
circles? 

Sam: I notice more the common weeds (Montbretia, 
Coreopsis, ginger) where my neighbourhood meets the 
bushland and the lower diversity of native plants along 
those edges. I’m not amazing at identifying plants but it’s 
especially obvious with the limited range of wildflowers 
on edges compared to further into the bush.  I also notice 
more how counterproductive our approaches to 
coexisting with bushland sometimes are. Behind my 
block, a big patch has been cleared and mown, presum-
ably to discourage snakes. It’s now so overgrown with 
grassy weeds that it’s a better hiding place than the 
natural bushland a little further in – and a much better 
place to roll an ankle since the path is more eroded. 

I haven’t extensively discussed degraded and natural 
bushland outside of bushcare but I’m a bit more 
annoying to go walking with now.  Someone will point out 
a nice [but weedy] flower and later receive an unsolicited 
link to a list of priority weeds.  

Jay: A key focus of our bushcare group is to repair the 
natural bushland - to help regenerate the flora of the 
area. We get to witness the gradual transformation of 
degraded landscapes into healthier environments. I 
mention what we do with my family and friends, so they 
have some idea about bushcare. When I get home from 
bushcare, I talk to my wife about what we got up to! 

Peter Ardill:  Many thanks, Sam and Jay, for sharing 
your experiences and insights with Hut News readers. 
There’s no doubt that dramatically reducing emissions is 
the key to checking global warming, but regular sessions 
of nature restoration also appear to be an effective and 
personally satisfying way of mitigating the degrading 
impacts of climate change.  

For further information about bushcare in the Mountains, 
see https://www.bushcarebluemountains.org.au/ (BMCC) 
or contact 
npws.uppermountains@environment.nsw.gov.au 
(NPWS).  

         

Image:  

Monica (NPWS) and Jay assessing severe stormwater induced 

erosion, Gordon Creek catchment, Leura       

P Ardill 2024      

 

Getting started in nature restoration:  slips, slop, support and 
satisfaction!  Part two.   

https://www.bushcarebluemountains.org.au/
mailto:npws.uppermountains@environment.nsw.gov.au
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Stretching from Kings Tableland at Wentworth Falls to 
near Pulpit Hill in Katoomba, the Blue Mountains 
Southern Scenic Escarpment hosts diverse ecosystems 
as well as the most visited destinations in the Greater 
Blue Mountains World Heritage Area.  Generally, only a 
narrow strip of original vegetation is locatable near the 
clifftops.  Especially since the railway pressed westward 
from the current site of Wentworth Falls township in 
1869, the escarpment ecosystems have been under 
pressure from urban development.  Since 1937, with the 
original consolidation of the Cliff Drive, convenient 
motoring along the escarpment has been demanded, 
although the traditional alignment of the Cliff Drive has 
never been suitable for the speed, volume and vehicle 
types of traffic demand in the 2020s. 

      Authorities in many parts of the World have had to 
cope with sensitive, high visitation sites.  In precincts 
including the Cradle Valley in Tasmania, the southern 
rim of the Colorado River’s Grand Canyon and the 
Albatross and Gannett colonies of New Zealand’s Pacific 
coast, various innovations have been adopted to 
minimise cluttering by vehicles and carelessness by 
visitors.  The Southern Scenic Escarpment of the Blue 
Mountains deserves to be taken just as seriously. The 
ongoing formulation of a Management Plan by Blue 
Mountains City Council offers the opportunity to make 
sure that it is. 

      The Katoomba Falls Precinct is an intensely visited 
area which already caters to night walking through a 
system of subtle lighting, partly along the railings of 
walking paths near the escarpment.  There are playing 
fields, a children’s playground and a caravan park within 
the precinct that are likely to be retained in the long term.  
There is also an excessive area of paving for vehicles 
close to the escarpment and some weed-choked 
tributaries of Katoomba Falls Creek, these issues 
presenting both challenges and opportunities. 

      It may be possible to create a reconfigured carriage-
way of Cliff Drive with a “slow zone”  through which 
pedestrians and cyclists can move safely between the 
toilet and parking areas and an expanded naturally 
vegetated area close to the escarpment.  Cars and 

buses could still move along this route between the Echo 
Point and Scenic World precincts but at a safer speed 
and with better sightlines for drivers.  

      There needs to be encouragement to use altern-
atives to cars to reach this precinct and that could 
include preference for local residents in some of the car 
parking areas.  Some tributary creeks could receive a 
greater level of bushcare and weed removal as well as 
the repair of damaged walking tracks along them.  Some 
residents think that “water gardens” of native plants and 
grasses should be established in some creek areas.   

 

Read:  The old bushwalking kiosks (Page 7) 

Southern Scenic Escarpment Planning 
— Don Morison 

The Superb Lyrebird is the monarch of the escarpment as 
well as appearing on the NPWS logo.   

Looking from 
Cahill’s Lookout 
over Boars Head 
Rock, Narrow 
Neck Plateau and 
the Kedumba 
catchment.  A 
spectacular view 
with the setting 
sun illluminating 
the gold in the 
sandstone 
formations. 
Photo by Christine 
Davies.   
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In the first half of the 20
th
 century, there were up to 14 

kiosks serving refreshments at bushwalking track heads 
in the upper Blue Mountains.  Of the two surviving 
structures, Leura Falls kiosk (recently known as “Solitary 
restaurant”) is in private hands and Katoomba Falls kiosk 
is in the hands of Council but vacant. 

Katoomba Falls kiosk is a focal point of a precinct to be 
rejuvenated by Council and is ideally placed to help 
visitors interpret the ecology and history of the escarp-
ment of the Kedumba Valley.  Exactly how the right 
messages will be transmitted to people who notice this 
building is a subject for both community and expert input.  
There may be some commercial tenant installed in the 
building, as there is for the Conservation Hut on the site 
of the old Valley of the Waters kiosk which was 
condemned through termite damage in the 1980s.  Sites 
like these are meccas for people visiting the mountains 
by car, public transport or alternatives and they are 
gateways to walks of all level of difficulties near the 
escarpment. 

Even those who don’t avail themselves of what the 
commercial tenant offers will approach these buildings 
and notice interpretation placed around the outside of 
them.  Interpretation should emphasise both the 
opportunity and responsibility for the visitor because the 
visitor is about to leave the urban area of the Blue 
Mountains LGA and experience a World Heritage Area 
greatly valued for its natural and indigenous values.   

—Don Morison. 

 

Blue Mountains wins exemption from new 
planning rules, ensuring the City and 
community within a World Heritage Area is 
protected  (Damien Madigan, Blue Mountains 
Gazette, 29 June 2024)    
 

The Blue Mountains has been exempted from new 
state planning reforms that would have significantly 
increased building heights across the City, after 
years of advocacy. 

Member for Blue Mountains, Trish Doyle, and Blue 
Mountains Mayor, Cr Mark Greenhill, both applauded 
the exemption that was announced today, just before 
the first of the low and mid-rise housing reforms were to 
take effect from 1 July 2024. 

“This is what happens when two levels of government, 
and community, work together,” Mayor Greenhill said. “I 
thank Trish Doyle for her advocacy which, along with 
the Council’s own advocacy and advocacy from organ-
isations like the Blue Mountains Conservation Society, 
has been heard. 

“The Blue Mountains has been a strong voice against 
the application of these rules in the Blue Mountains for 
some time.  Trish Doyle has supported us all the way.  

“We fought these increases to building heights and 
densities, as they would not only have increased the 
risk to residents, living in one of the most bushfire-prone 
regions in Australia, but also to our precious World 
Heritage environment.” 

The State Government announced that the Blue 
Mountains, Hawkesbury and Wollondilly local 
government areas were not included in the changes 
due to their heightened risk of bushfire and flood. 
Bathurst has also not been included because there is 
no suitable R2 zoned land in the local government area 

that meets the policy objectives.   …  

The historic and currently underutilised Katoomba Falls Kiosk 
is now in a precinct with a very large paved area. 

Southern Scenic Escarpment Planning 
(continued from page 6) 

The old bushwalking kiosks 

NSW Government housing reforms: 
Blue Mountains exempted 
How Blue Mountains Gazette reported the planning 
controversy outcome:   

Hut News hopes to have more about the Society’s 
campaign next month.  Thank you to everyone who 
volunteered to help with the campaign, came to our 

street stalls and wrote letters.  — Hut News Editor. 

NSW biodiversity outlook report 2024 
The NSW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) has released its NSW 
biodiversity outlook report for 2024. See https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/news/nsw-biodiversity-outlook-report-2024 . 

      The report makes for alarming reading. As DCCEEW explicitly states, biodiversity is on the decline in New South 
Wales. For example, between 2012 and 2022 the expected 100-year survival rate of listed threatened species and 
ecological communities has fallen from 52% to 50%.  

      One biodiversity indicator has displayed a very modest improvement. Between 2007 and 2023 the public and 
private area of NSW secured permanently for long-term biodiversity conservation increased from 8.6% to 11.2% of 
the state (6.9 to 9.0 million hectares). But this is still unsatisfactory. Many ecosystems remain poorly protected, such 
as the temperate grassy woodlands of central NSW.   

      The report concludes that climate change, habitat loss and invasive species are the main factors contributing to 
biodiversity loss in NSW. The 2019-20 bushfires considerably worsened the situation.  

      To manage these issues, the state government must prioritise environmental action, including radical reform of 
land clearing laws and the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (NSW). More ecological restoration projects must be 
funded. Better biodiversity conservation management is needed.                 

— P Ardill 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/news/nsw-biodiversity-outlook-report-2024
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TING Portland Excursion 
We met and left Mount Victoria in the rain, along the Darling Causeway 
and Chifley Road to Lithgow.   It was a harsh reminder of the ferocity of 
the 2019/2020 bushfire, seeing all the black trunks of trees that were killed 
in the fire but also marvelling at the regrowth and golden Sunshine Wattles 
(Acacia terminalis) which had colonised the bare earth and were flowering 
beautifully.   A hole opened in the cloud and the sun shone through, 
spotlighting the town of Lithgow in the valley below.    

       At Mount Piper Power Station we were told that Mount Piper was 
expected to run until 2040 and that they are investigating new projects.  
One of these is pumped hydro storage at Lake Lyell.     

      At Portland, the bottle kilns (photographed) are relicts of the early 
cement making process. They were built in 1888 and were the first cement 
making kilns west of the Blue Mountains.   The Portland Cement Works 
operated from 1902 to 1991.  The twin lakes are the result of the old 
limestone quarries and they are very deep and very blue.    We walked in 
part of  Portland Town Common and then lunch at the Coronation Hotel, 
named in 1902 to commemorate the coronation of King Edward V11. 

      It was becoming very cold and our final stop was at the Portland Silos, 
now known as “The Foundations” (photographed by John Turner).  They 
were the 20

th
 silos to be included in the Australian Silo Art Trail.  The 

murals, completed in May 2018, depict five male and one female past 
Portland Cement workers.   

      The third photo, taken by John Turner in the Portland Town Common, 
I find very sad.   The words on the offending sign include: “Vehicular 
access prohibited. Crown Lands Consolidation Act 1913”.   

— Christine Davies, Thursday Interpretive Nature Group, 4/7/24.      

Don’t blame the wattles 
Glorious wattles — Sunshine Wattle (Acacia 
terminalis) speading through the burnt 
bushland, nourishing the soil, brightening the 
bush with its golden flowers—Sydney Golden 
Wattle (Acacia longifolia), a favourite with the 
RMS roadbuilders—in the Blue Mountains 
bushland and along the Great Western 
Highway, so delightful!   August is a wonderful 
time for wattle flowers.  But the myth persists 
that their pollen is harmful to us.   

      In an ABC News post (Don't blame the 
wattle: Allergy expert explains real causes of 
hayfever and why spring isn't always the worst 
time for sufferers - ABC News 23/9/2015), 
Associate Professor Janet Davies, from 
Queensland University of Technology’s School 
of Biomedical Sciences, says that allergy tests 

rarely confirm wattle is what sets off hayfever for most people.  What 
happens to wattle pollen when it leaves the wattle flowers doesn't support 
the notion either - it's too heavy to travel very far. 

      "We see those beautiful trees in flower and then when you look under 
those trees you will see a carpet of yellow, because the wattle pollen is 
very heavy and it just falls down essentially," she says. 

      On the other hand, grass pollen — our most common outdoor 
airborne allergen — doesn't fall straight down; it gets carried on wind and 
can travel vast distances. And grasses flower at different times of the year 
in different parts of the country. 

      Davies says flowering plants, which are more visually interesting to 
birds, bees and insects, tend to produce less pollen and the pollen needs 
to be carried directly from one plant to another. 

      Other plants, including grasses, rely on wind to spread their pollen 
and these tend to produce larger amounts of pollen that can travel vast 
distances and can affect people who are a long way from the source.   

— Christine Davies 

Sunshine wattle at Blackheath 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/health/2015-09-23/dont-blame-the-wattle/6791396
https://www.abc.net.au/news/health/2015-09-23/dont-blame-the-wattle/6791396
https://www.abc.net.au/news/health/2015-09-23/dont-blame-the-wattle/6791396
https://www.abc.net.au/news/health/2015-09-23/dont-blame-the-wattle/6791396
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Blue Mountains 
Sustainability 
Festival 
Join Us for the Blue Mountains 
Sustainability Festival 2024! 

Mark your calendar for Saturday, 28th 
September, and join us in Katoomba 
and Leura for a day of fun, learning 
and eco-friendly activities at the 
inaugural Blue Mountains Sustain-
ability Festival. Whether you’re 
passionate about sustainable living or 
just curious, this festival has 
something for everyone. 

Forum of Workshops and 
Speakers 

Dive into our Forum of Workshops 
and Speakers with expert guests 
discussing sustainable living. Learn 
from those who have developed eco-
friendly businesses, discover how to 
reduce home energy costs, explore 
permaculture, and see how electric 
vehicles can enhance your 
sustainable lifestyle. Gain valuable 
insights and practical advice on living 
sustainably within your community. 

Sustainable Fashion Show 

Experience our 'Elements' themed 
Sustainable Fashion Show, the 
festival's highlight.  

Fast fashion's rapid production and 
low costs lead to waste, pollution and 
labor exploitation. Discover how 
sustainable fashion can be stylish 
and accessible, with eco-friendly and 
second-hand pieces. Look and feel 
great while supporting a future that 
cares for our environment. 

Shopping Trail and Community 
Stalls 

Explore the Blue Mountains' pre-
loved and sustainability economy 
through our Shopping Trail in 
Katoomba and Leura, officially 
launching on the day of the festival. 
Discover businesses offering 
repurposed, second-hand and locally 
made and sustainable products and/
or using eco-friendly or zero-waste 
practices. Meet passionate 
community groups and businesses at 
our Community Stalls.  Shop, swap, 
and connect with like-minded individ-
uals inspired by local sustainability 
stories. 

— Laurie Facer 

Resilient Blue Mountains 
laurief@facer.com.au 

Debunking the Myths of Mistletoe  

– Eva Johnstone, Allendale Landcare, Blackheath 

Until very recently, like some of my Bushcare friends, I believed that 
Mistletoe was an introduced weed – detrimental to the viability of its host 
tree – until I viewed a webcast from Hunter Local Land Services. Professor 
David Watson, Australia's leading Mistletoe expert, and Mick Roderick, 
Woodland Bird Program Manager with Birdlife Australia, addressed many 
of the common misconceptions about Mistletoes. 

What is Mistletoe?  

• Mistletoe is a semi-parasitic plant that mainly grows in the crown of a 
host tree. It gets its water and nutrients from the host plant but produces 
its own energy through photosynthesis.  

• Mistletoes have a long flowering and fruiting season. Because their 
roots tap into the host, they can continue to flower and fruit even in dry 
times, making them a dependable food/nectar resource when little else 
is available.  

• Mistletoes also provide habitat, especially for birds, possums and 
gliders. Insects using Mistletoes as a resource are often important 
pollinators.  

Myth – Mistletoe is only found in Europe 

Fact – Mistletoes grow worldwide on all continents except Antarctica. 
There are over 1500 species with approximately 90 found in Australia.  

Myth – Mistletoe kills trees  

Fact – Mistletoe does not kill its host tree as it needs the host alive for its 
own survival. Tree health can deteriorate due to several factors, including 
soil compaction or erosion, changed soil water, Phytophthora, increasing 
salinity, and fire.  

Myth – Mistletoe should be removed from trees  

Fact – Mistletoe should be left to grow on their host trees. 

• They boost wildlife population numbers especially insect eating birds.  

• 33 Australian bird species have been recorded feeding on Mistletoe fruit 
and 41 species on Mistletoe flowers.  

• 245 bird species have been recorded nesting in Mistletoe.  

• Mistletoes’ succulent leaves provide nutrients to a wide variety of 
insects and birds including the critically endangered Regent Honeyeater 
(Anthochaera phrygia) which also feeds on the nectar. The leaves are a 
favourite food for possums and gliders.  

• Densely branched clumps of Mistletoes offer a cool respite during the 
heat of the day for many species.  

Mistletoes in the Blue Mountains 
As the Mistletoe examples given in the webcast were from the Hunter 
region, I asked David Watson: 

• What Mistletoe species exist in the Blue Mountains, especially in the 
upper mountains? 

• How long before Mistletoe might return after bushfires?  

Our 3.2Ha bushland property was burnt in the December 2019 fires and 
that would have included Mistletoes.  I have, however, spotted one just 
across the road in an area that was not burnt. 

David replied: 

• “Various species live in and around the Blue Mountains, including 
Drooping, Box, Creeping and Wire-leaved, possibly Ruddy and Golden 
Mistletoe at lower elevations. The most notable species in the upper 
mountains is Atkinsonia ligustrina, one of only 3 root parasites found 
worldwide. Restricted to the Blue Mountains, it is tricky to find except in 
summer when covered in yellow sweet-scented flowers. 

• “After fire, it can take many years for Mistletoes to return, depending on 
how far the nearest seed source is. Since there is one nearby, it may 
already be creeping back, noting that very small plants can be difficult to 
detect in the high canopy from ground-based surveys.” 

References 
Breaking Down Myths about Mistletoe, Hunter Local Land Services, 
BirdLife Australia, November 2020;  Watson D.M. (2019) Mistletoes of 
Southern Australia 2nd Ed. CSIRO Publishing. 
Websites:  https://www.anbg.gov.au/mistletoe/ 

mailto:laurief@facer.com.au
https://www.anbg.gov.au/mistletoe/
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   Not heroic and lacks glamour — but bushcare mitigates climate 
change impacts and conserves biodiversity 
— Peter Ardill, BMCS Bushcare Officer  

Climate scientists agree that drastically reducing green-
house gas emissions is the key to effectively managing 
climate change. Nature-based solutions, such as bush-
care and swampcare, can contribute to climate change 
mitigation. How? 

1. Healthy ecosystems efficiently capture and store 
carbon. However, vegetatively degraded ecosystems 
and eroded, exposed soils exhibit compromised carbon 
storage capabilities. They emit additional carbon dioxide 
into the atmosphere, fuelling global warming. Restoring 
degraded Blue Mountains forest, riparian and swamp 
ecosystems reinstates carbon capture and storage 
capabilities. Also, ongoing management of degrading 
impacts safeguards the health and carbon storage 
capabilities of intact ecosystems.  

2. Mounting scientific evidence indicates that global 
warming is creating novel severe wildfire behaviour and 
climate events, threatening habitat and biodiversity. 
Bushcare projects restore ecosystems, strengthen 
vegetation corridors and enhance habitat. Healthy, 
connected ecosystems provide better opportunities for 
wildlife to shelter from and adapt to climate and wildfire 
extremes.  Restored bushland on urban perimeters 
offers habitat and resources for wildlife displaced by 
wildfire.        

3. The rising temperatures associated with climate 
change threaten many planetary life forms. Restoring 
indigenous vegetation to degraded natural areas helps 
to offset temperature extremes. Layers of vegetation 
shade streams and soils. Maintaining habitat helps to 
conserve biodiversity.  

4. The ecologically debilitating impacts of climate change 
dictate that effective conservation of vital water 
resources is essential. Restoration of degraded streams, 
riparian corridors and swamps conserves water, helps to 
control erosive stormwater surges and mitigates drought 
impacts, benefitting indigenous wildlife. Restored water 
resources are more resilient and are better placed to 
resist and recover rapidly from wildfire and serve as 
sanctuaries for stressed wildlife.  

5. Climate change produces detrimental social 
outcomes: division, anxiety, frustration and anger. An 
optimistic, caring activity, nature restoration offers 
opportunities for all cultures, generations and individuals 
to come together, co-operate effectively and conserve 
nature.   

Nature restoration is a global phenomenon enthusiastic-
ally endorsed by the United Nations and practised by 
millions of people. By tempering the ecologically 
degrading impacts of climate change and supporting 
biodiversity, restorationists contribute significantly to 
planetary conservation efforts.    

References:  

Bevan J., Hensen, M. (2023) Swampcare: when we care 
for Ngurra, Ngurra cares for us Gecko Spring no. 94 

IPBES-IPCC (2021) Biodiversity and Climate Change 
Workshop Report UN Environment https://
www.ipbes.net/events/ipbes-ipcc-co-sponsored-
workshop-biodiversity-and-climate-change   

  

 

 

 

The Crane is My Neighbour   
by John Shaw Neilson (1938)   
 
The bird is my neighbour, a whimsical fellow and dim;  
There is in the lake a nobility falling on him.  
 
The bird is a noble, he turns to the sky for a theme,  
And the ripples are thoughts coming out to the edge of a 
dream.  
 
The bird is both ancient and excellent, sober and wise,  
But he never could spend all the love that is sent for his 
eyes.  
 
He bleats no instruction, he is not an arrogant drummer;  
His gown is simplicity — blue as the smoke of the summer.  
 
How patient he is as he puts out his wings for the blue!  
His eyes are as old as the twilight, and calm as the dew.  
 
The bird is my neighbour, he leaves not a claim for a sigh,  
He moves as the guest of the sunlight — he roams in the 
sky.  
 
The bird is a noble, he turns to the sky for a theme,  
And the ripples are thoughts coming out to the edge of a 
dream.  

Reforestation training, Merida, Venezuela 2014 (Seramiram)                                            

https://www.ipbes.net/events/ipbes-ipcc-co-sponsored-workshop-biodiversity-and-climate-change
https://www.ipbes.net/events/ipbes-ipcc-co-sponsored-workshop-biodiversity-and-climate-change
https://www.ipbes.net/events/ipbes-ipcc-co-sponsored-workshop-biodiversity-and-climate-change
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Author:John_Shaw_Neilson
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BUSHWALKING:  Enjoy the bush, learn about the Blue Mountains natural 
environment and find out why bushwalking has been a popular pastime in the Blue 
Mountains for more than 100 years. Our bushwalking convenor is Doug Nicholls 
dougnicholls@bigpond.com, phone 0455 850 735.    

Walks are graded and generally suitable for walkers of average fitness but may vary in 
degree of difficulty.  Participants need to be aware of their own capabilities and can 
discuss with the bushwalking convenor, group coordinator or leader.   

Underneath is a brief summary of walks and leaders for this month.   

Please check our website for detailed walks program and program 
changes. https://www.bluemountains.org.au/bushwalking.shtml  

MONDAY LEISURE WALKS:  Short day walks 3-5 
hours.  Bring morning tea, lunch and adequate water. 
Coordinator: Melanie Lawson 0431 214 687.  
melanielawson@outlook.com.au . 
Aug 5 Magdala creek and Sassafras Gully circuit via Perch 
Ponds ~9km.  Melanie 0431 214 687 
Aug 12 Coastal walk from Bondi beach to Coogee beach 
~6km. Wayne 0407 643 512 
Aug 19 Pierces Pass to Grose River 5km. Lyn 0432 352 850 
Aug 26 Pippa’s Pass and Florabella Pass 10km circuit. Barbara 
0428 962 460 
Sep 2 Faulconbridge Trail to Faulconbridge Point Lookout 
14km.  Melanie 0431 214 687 
Sep 9 Darwin’s walk to Rocket Point and return. 6.5km. Kathy 
0422 209 812 
 

TUESDAY FITNESS WALKS: 'Medium Day' walks suit-
able for walkers of average fitness, 3-5 hours. Bring 
morning tea/lunch/adequate water. Coordinator: Phill 
Cox (0415 449 174 mrpacox@hotmail.com  ) 
Aug 6 Lapstone Zig Zag – Knapsack Viaduct – O’Donoghues 
(lunch).  7km. Gr2. Roger Blane 0449 902774 Lynne Blane 
0407 498397. 
Aug 13 Two Creeks Track, Lindfield to Roseville. Gr2/3. 6km. 
Doug Nicholls 0455 805753. 
Aug 20 Parramatta History Walk. Gr1.  7km. Judith Dyer  
0419 780640.  
Aug 27 Manly-North Head Barracks-North Head. Gr2. 8km. 
Marilyn Savic 0409 924663 John Savic 0400 990444. 
Sep 3 Fortress Rock Lookout & Fortress Ridge. Gr2/3. 9km. 
Rob Hunter 0429 708393. 

Sep 10 Narrabeen Lagoon Circuit. Gr2. 8.5km. Anna Drew 
0403 711457 Imma Millward 0422 313828. 
 

THURSDAY PLEASURE WALKS are 2-3 hours and are 
conducted at a leisurely pace.  Coordinator:   Beverley 
Thompson (4757 2076 denfenella12@bigpond.com) 
Aug 15 Michael Eades Reserve, North Katoomba.  
Libby 4759 2969. Gr2 
Aug 22 Stockton Look Down, Lawson Ridge.  
Gordon 0413 991 524. Gr2  
Aug 29 Duck Hole, Glenbrook 6kms, some rock scrambling 
near creek. Maurice 0402 402 783. Gr2 
Sep 5 Cooks River Walk, Tempe to Dulwich Hill. Beverley 
4757 2076.  Gr1 
Sept 12 Popes Glen to Pulpit Rock and return.  
Tracy 0434 362 611 Gr2 
 

SATURDAY WALKS:  Usually a full day, longer walk at 
a faster pace.  Coordinator Harold Thompson  
04090 10736, Harold.thompson@bigpond.com).   
Aug 24  Wilkinson Hill Circuit. Harold 0409010737, Gr3, 6km. 
Map Mt Wilson  
Aug 31 Rock Island Circuit. Harold 0409010737, Gr3, 8km. 
Map Mt Wilson  
Sep 7  Red Hands Cave to Duck Hole . Harold 0409010737, 
Gr3, 10km. Map Springwood.  
Sept 14 Rookery Nook and Arethusa Falls. Harold 
0409010737, Gr3, 6km. Map Katoomba  

Visit the Saturday walks facebook - https:// 
www.facebook.com/bmcslongerbushwalks?fref=nf   

Among the Pigeons 
Why our cats belong indoors 

Reviewed by Meredith Brownhill 

This is an engaging book by John Read.  The author and ecologist examines the 
environmental consequences of global domestic cat numbers reaching more 
than 200 million.   

      In Among the Pigeons, John Read tells us about his international travels 
investigating how human communities manage free-ranging cats.  He starts with 
some South Australian field research into the reintroduction of Western Quolls in 
the Flinders Ranges. 

      His international travels take him to countries where native cats are no longer 
seen in the wild and now only survive in zoos, for example the Scottish Wildcats. 
He engages with Solomon Islanders in stray cat management and visits cat care 
facilities in several countries where volunteers work to alleviate the suffering of 
stray and feral cats. 

      The story of the kakapo, an endangered green parrot predated by cats on 
Stewart Island, New Zealand, is quite tragic.  Even though some Islanders 
wanted to create a cat free environment, some supported “Trap, neuter and 
release” of feral cats. 

      The feeding and desexing of cats in free-ranging groups is known as “Trap, 
neuter, release”, or TNR.  This practice is thoroughly reviewed in countries as far 
apart as Greece, South Africa and Canada. John Read takes the reader on a 
journey to find a compassionate strategy to manage free-ranging cats and 
ultimately to reduce wildlife predation.   Among the Pigeons is well worth reading. 

https://www.bluemountains.org.au/bushwalking.shtml
mailto:melanielawson@outlook.com.au
mailto:mrpacox@hotmail.com
mailto:denfenella12@bigpond.com
http://www.facebook.com/bmcslongerbushwalks?fref=nf
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A page for keen nature observers of all ages … 

What to look for in August in the Blue Mountains 

What did you see in the Blue Mountains - in your garden or during your 
favourite bushwalk - during August?  Was it something that wasn’t there 
last month?  Please tell Hut News!  Please send your stories, photos or drawings to  
Adelina at  hutnews@bluemountains.org.au  or post to PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls 2782.  

? 

-- Adelina 

(Images by Sue Nicol)  

Image: 

Image:  Wikipedia  

Mistletoe 
When not much else is flowering, the Drooping 

Mistletoe (Amyema pendulum) provides a 

valuable source of nectar for honeyeaters from 

winter through to spring. It is epiphytic on 

Eucalyptus and some Acacias. If you notice bits 

of red flowers on the ground when out in the 

bush, look up!  They are probably from a 

mistletoe up in the branches where a bird has 

been feeding.   

The mistletoe plant gets nourishment from its host 

but it  produces its own energy through 

photosynthesis.   

Acacia longifolia (Sydney Golden Wattle) is a 

tall shrub or small tree that grows to 2 or 4 

metres.  In August you will see it flowering in 

the Blue Mountains bushland and along the 

Great Western Highway.   

Leucopogon fletcheri ssp.fletcheri (White 

beard-heath).  (Adelina has seen them 

flowering in Faulconbridge, Winmalee and 

Glenbrook) 

  Have a close look inside the flowers and 

you will see the hairy, white “beard”  

Wattles Leucopogon  

mailto:hutnews@bluemountains.org.au

