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We acknowledge the traditional custodians of 
this land, the Darug and Gundungurra people, 
and pay respect to their elders past, present  
and emerging. 

HUT NEWS 
Blue Mountains Conservation Society Inc.Blue Mountains Conservation Society Inc.  

Termite study in upper Blue Mountains 
 -- Judy Smith, Peter Smith 

Termites, though often dismissed as pests, play a vital role in 
many ecosystems.  In the upper Blue Mountains, four species 
(Coptotermes acinaciformis, C.frenchi, C. lacteus and Schedorhi-
notermes intermedius) are important.  They feed on dead wood in 
trees and, in doing so, promote the formation of tree hollows for 
wildlife. Termites are soft-bodied and thus subject to desiccation in 
hot dry periods. 

After the increasingly severe drought in 2016-19, coupled with 
extraordinarily high temperatures and consequent ‘Black Summer’ 
mega-fires, Michael Graham initiated a study to assess possible 
impacts on the abundance of termites in upper Blue Mountains 
eucalypt forests.  We assisted with advice and writing up the study, 
Michael undertook the arduous field work.  In summer 2022-23 
Michael, with 25 years of experience in termite management, 
sampled termite populations at 18 bushland sites in Blue 
Mountains City Council reserves.  

The study found that: 

 the abundance of termites in this cool temperate area was 
relatively low; at least 65% of large eucalypts had no internal 
hollows and thus had never supported termites 

 there was evidence of a recent decline of at least 55% (over 
half) in the number of trees being actively worked by termites, 
based on the number of trees with no termites present but 
evidence of termite activity within the last five years.  

 despite this decline, hollow-forming termites were still present in 
at least 61% of the survey sites.  

The findings indicated that recovery of local termite populations in 
bushland could be expected to occur given adequate time and 
stable conditions.  The great concern, however, is that the 
increasing pace of climate change may not allow it.  

The study has been published in the scientific journal Australian 
Zoologist: Abundance of termites important in tree-hollow 
formation in eucalypt forest in the Upper Blue Mountains, New 
South Wales, following seven years of extreme weather and 
mega-fires. Michael Graham, Peter Smith and Judy Smith, 
March 2024. Copies may be obtained from Michael 

mickdg007@yahoo.com.au    We hope the study will draw attention 

to the importance of hollow-forming termites and the threat they 
face under ongoing climate change.  Given the current dearth of 
baseline data in regard to termites in Blue Mountains bushland, we 
also hope that the study will prompt more interest and research in 
this area.  Thanks to Blue Mountains City Council and Council’s 
Environmental Scientist Michael Hensen for permission to work in 
their reserves. 

NSW Government housing reforms are not suitable for the Blue Mountains 
Blue Mountains Conservation Society sponsored the publication of an Open Letter to the NSW Premier in the 
Sydney Morning Herald on Monday 13 May and the Blue Mountains Gazette on Wednesday 15 May. The Open 
Letter asks the Premier to exclude the Blue Mountains Local Government Area from the NSW government’s 

proposed ‘one size fits all’ housing reforms.           Page 3      

An active Coptotermes lacteus termite mound 
three years after surviving Black Summer bushfires 

at Mount Wilson.  Image by Michael Graham. 

BMCS Native Plant Nursery 
Our native plant nursery is now “closed” for the 
winter months and the next market stall will be 
on the second Sunday of September.  Thank 
you to Paul Irwin and his nursery team who will 
continue to care for the plants through the 
colder weather so they are ready in the spring. 

Enquiries:  plantnurserybmcs@outlook.com  

Join the Blue Mountains 

Conservation Society: 
www.bluemountains.org.au/joining.shtml  

or phone 0418 462 576.  You will receive our 
monthly newsletter, Hut News, by post 
and/or online. 

mailto:mickdg007@yahoo.com.au
mailto:plantnurserybmcs@outlook.com
https://www.bluemountains.org.au/joining.shtml
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Cumberland Land Conservancy, using fire 

in bushland restoration at Wallaroo 

-- Jo Carroll 

Back in the heady days of 2014 a group of environmentalists 
(among them Peter Ridgeway, Peter Mobbs, Wayne Olling, 
Lisa Harold and Mark Fuller) got together and conceived of a 
plan to create a land conservancy in Western Sydney.  The aim 
was to maintain corridor links across north-western Sydney and 
to Blue Mountains, thus enabling the restoration of some of the 
critically endangered Cumberland Plain woodland and forest. 

      In 2024, Cumberland Land Conservancy is the proud owner 
of four properties dotted across the Cumberland Plain from 
Mulgoa to Agnes Banks, where restoration is ongoing. The 38-
hectare Wallaroo on the banks of Mulgoa Creek is the 
centrepiece property and the site of a variety of restoration 
techniques - including slashing, herbicide, biological weed 
controls, hand weeding and fire. 

      Fire is a tricky restoration technique.  Conditions must be 
just right to get the correct heat onto the seed bank for 
stimulation while at the same time killing or at least knocking 
back weed species and, of course, not setting a wildfire that 
may get out of control.  

      In December 2023, after many months of negotiation with 
authorities and weather watching, approval was finally given to 
put fire in an area of Wallaroo designated for koala habitat 
restoration. The target community was Open Woodland along 
the flood plain of Mulgoa Creek. In this case, the burn was 
required to be of medium to high intensity at ground level. This 
would consume the previously chemical-treated blackberry and 
allow follow-up weeding to be contained and hopefully minimal. 
The local bushfire brigades from Mulgoa and Wallacia arrived 
and did a meticulous and precision job of burning the “patch”. 

      Four months later and the stimulation of the seed bank has 
been outstanding.  Although many weeds have returned, 
notably paspalum and Sticky nightshade (Solanum 
sisymbriifolium), so too have Acacias, Eucalypts and many 
native ground covers and grasses, especially around the few 
remaining Cabbage Gums (Eucalyptus amplifolia).  The area 
received a follow-up slashing of the paspalum and solanum 
after summer rains saw robust weed growth.  The slashing will 
also support the Acacia to grow thickly which in turn will 
suppress the weedy agricultural grasses while altering the 
microbiome to support native grasses and herbs.  Further 
support for native regeneration will be provided, in the near 
future, through the reintroduction and planting of the canopy 
species as required.   

  

 

HUT NEWS TRIVIA:  You will find answers to 
these questions within this newsletter.    
Question 1:  Do wild black panthers exist in the Greater 
Blue Mountains World Heritage Area? 

Question 2:  What percentage of plant species have blue 
flowers.       

The Blue Mountains Conservation Society is an incorporated 
voluntary organisation of more than 800 members. Our goal is 
to protect, conserve and advocate for the natural environment 
of the Greater Blue Mountains.  

Read more: www.bluemountains.org.au   

mailto:bmcs@bluemountains.org.au
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From the President  
The recent rains have seen lots of growth in our forests, 
grasslands and bushland.  Whilst the weeds also have 
been growing (of course), the native plant seedlings I 
have put in beside my house block to help restore the 
neighbouring bush are doing really well.  Where I live, 
many of the large eucalypts were looking like they were 
dying, but they have now put on considerable additional 
leaf.  They may be around for many more years yet!  
This has provided additional habitat for small birds like 
the species of thornbills who move through these areas 
gleaning insects from the leaves. 

Hoping your garden and nearby bushland is also looking 
good! 

What is your MC planning? 

 Increase information to members about Citizen 
Science opportunities.  A new page/tab on the 
ConSoc website is planned to point people in the 
direction of Citizen Science opportunities that you 
might like to become involved in.  You can collect 
information on bushwalks, other outings around the 
Blue Mountains, in your backyard or at the local park.  

 Citizen Science can be a great way to increase the 
knowledge available to research scientists and our 
government bodies about our plants and animals and 
where they occur.  This is especially important given 
the impact of the 2019/2020 bushfires.  A great 
example of a Citizen Science opportunity is the Frog 
ID app from the Australian Museum.   

 More general meetings for members, with updates 
from the President and other MC or subcommittee 
members, and a speaker.  It gives members a 
chance also to meet both old friends and new 
members!  These meetings will be advertised in Hut 
News and on eblast. 

 A General Meeting for all members on 21 September 
2024.  At this meeting the President will present the 
Society’s draft Strategic Plan for information and 
comment.  Further details with times, venues to 
follow. 

Work with other groups/members 

ConSoc is expanding the list of organisations we 
collaborate with to increase our impact and to also 
provide more community events.  Some examples are: 

 “Protect Our National Parks” (https://
protectournationalparks.org), an organization working 
to curb inappropriate private development in 
Australia’s National Parks and reserves.  This will 
support the work we are doing to oppose the 
commercial leases in the Gardens of Stone 
Conservation Area near Lithgow. 

 Collaborating with Resilient Blue Mountains (https://
resilientbluemountains.org) to organise the Blue 
Mountains Sustainability Festival 27/28 September 
2024. 

 Woolly Warmers, with an aim to support increasing 
wildlife habitat. 

Campaigns 
Our current campaigns include: 

 Low and mid-rise housing reforms 

 Gardens of Stone (GOS) commercial leases.  

 Seven Valleys Destination Action Plan 2024-2030.  

 Western Sydney International airport flight paths. 

 Federal Government review of Nature Laws 

 Blue Mountains City Council Community Net Zero 
Plan 

 Cat containment in the BMCC LGA.  

Some details about these campaigns are listed on page 
4 of this newsletter and there is more information on our 
website.  All submissions are posted on our website.    

How you can help us 

 Know what your Society is doing on your behalf for 
conservation. 

 Let us know what you would like to hear about at 
future meetings!  This will help make sure our 
meetings are of interest to you.  

 Check our website often as it changes regularly with 
information about our campaigns and events. 

 Read your eblasts and our monthly newsletter, Hut 
News, so that you know what we are doing and how 
you can help us. 

 Take part in our campaigns, especially with letter-
writing about important issues. 

 Chat to others about the Society and what we do! 

Hoping you have had a colourful and restful Autumn.       
I look forward to hearing from you or catching up with 

you soon.  --Annette Cam, President 

NSW Government housing reforms are not suitable for the Blue Mountains    
The NSW Government’s commitment to deliver at least 314,000 new homes in 2029 has resulted in a ‘one-size-    
fits-all” plan to increase housing supply in Greater Sydney (which includes the Blue Mountains), Newcastle and 
Wollongong.  The new housing policy proposes establishing 800m ‘precincts’ within the existing villages in the Blue 
Mountains, measured from each railway station and ‘town centre’ boundary, allowing increased residential building 
heights up to 6 storeys high.  (See the Society website for how your local village will be impacted)  

The proposed policy over-rides existing key environmental provisions in the Blue Mountains Local Environmental 
Plan (LEP). The Society believes this will encourage unsustainable and unsuitable medium density development 
throughout the Blue Mountains, threatening our natural environment, including our waterways and World Heritage 
listed national parks.  It is important to note that the Blue Mountains LEP already allows medium density housing 
locations that work for both people and the environment. 

What can you do? Please send a letter to the Hon. Chris Minns, Premier of NSW, requesting that the Blue 

Mountains Local Government Area is excluded from the new housing reforms.  Our goal is 100 letters sent 
during May and June!   Additional points that could be included in your letter and where to send  your letter can 

be found on the Society website at https://www.bluemountains.org.au/#housing  

https://protectournationalparks.org
https://protectournationalparks.org
https://resilientbluemountains.org
https://resilientbluemountains.org
https://www.bluemountains.org.au/#housing
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  Contributions for Hut News: 
The deadline for the next issue  of Hut News is12 June  

hutnews@bluemountains.org.au  Enquiries: 4787 7246    

Hut News by post 
Recently I have been looking at the Society’s 
newsletter archives.  Much of the history of the 
Blue Mountains Conservation Society and the 
ongoing fight to protect the Blue Mountains natural 
environment is in those pages.   

The Blue Mountains has inspired generations of 
extraordinary people to fight for its protection, and 
this continues today.    

Our monthly newsletter is a valuable resource.  
Many volunteers are involved in providing content, 
preparation and distribution.   It is available to 
members in both hard copy by post and online.   

You can ask for a hard copy to be posted to 
you.  If you are not already receiving a hard copy 
and want one, please tell the Membership 
Secretary - membership@bluemountains.org.au   
Some people prefer to read online - that’s fine.  
But some find that Hut News is not designed to  be 
read in just one session.   

For the price of a stamp, already paid for in your 
membership fees, you can read the 12-page 
newsletter at your leisure, whenever and wherever 
you want, and come back to at any time you want.    
AND, you can go online to look at the colour 
photographs.   

You can share your printed newsletter with other 
members of your household.  And, when you have 
finished with it, you can pass it on to your friends 
and neighbours.   Passing on your newsletter is 
publicity for the Society and helps to spread the 
conservation message.  This encourages others to 
appreciate and want to protect the Blue Mountains 
natural environment.   

-- Christine Davies, Hut News Editor  

  

 

 

From the President’s Report, on page 3 ... 

This is a more detailed list of the Society’s current campaigns.  
More information can be found on our website: 
www.bluemountains.org.au  

Our current campaigns include: 

 Low and mid-rise housing reforms.  We have organized 
public stalls to education community members so they can 
sign letters. Our first one was at Blackheath Markets on 12 
May. 

 Gardens of Stone (GOS) commercial leases. We are 
coordinating with Bushwalking NSW, Lithgow Environment 
Group (LEG), Protect Our National Parks (PONP) to oppose 
these leases and discussing our concerns with NPWS.  

 Seven Valleys Destination Action Plan 2024-2030. We 
are collaborating with LEG on this plan which covers the 
GOS and other areas of the World Heritage Area. 

 Western Sydney International airport flight paths. We 
are working as part of a coalition of community groups who 
are seeking a review of the proposed flight paths.  These 
flight paths will be highly detrimental to areas of the GWHA.  
ConSoc made a submission to Rural and Regional Affairs 
and Transport References Committee on Impact and 
mitigation of aircraft noise.  However, we were unsuccessful 
in our request to Federal Environment Minister Tanya 
Plibersek for consideration of a Senate Inquiry into the 
completely inadequate EIS.  We are continuing to develop 
the strategies for this campaign so keep an eye on the 
website and eblast. 

 Federal Government review of Nature Laws.  The 
Federal Environment Minister Tanya Plibersek has decided 
to delay the introduction of the new Nature Positive Laws, 
intended to replace the existing Environmental Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act).  This is 
most disappointing as the existing laws are now 25 years 
old and are failing to protect Australia’s biodiversity.  The 
extinction rate of our animals and plants continues apace.  
As a member of Places You Love (PYL), ConSoc joined 
over 40 aligned conservation groups to write to Prime 
Minister Anthony Albanese to express our concern for this 
delay and our willingness to work with the Minister to 
continue to advance the introduction of these new laws.  
Australia’s biodiversity can wait no longer! 

 Blue Mountains City Council Community Net Zero Plan.  
ConSoc submitted comment and suggestion on this plan. 

 Cat containment in the BMCC LGA. We are continuing our 
work with Blue Mountains Bird Observers (BMBO) and the 
Invasive Species Council to have the state law changed so 
that Council can bring in suitable requirements of the 
containment of cats in our LGA. 

All submissions are posted on our website. 

 

Publicity Officer wanted 
This important voluntary role is vacant.   Please contact 
Annette Cam (president@bluemountains.org.au) to discuss 
what the role might involve and how you can help.   

 

 

 

In 1998, the Thursday Interpretive Bushwalkers 
(now TING) walked to Castle Head and met a 
friendly Raven, the subject of this poem.   

The Raven 
The writer likes the Raven 
He uses him a lot to spice up his dark stories 
And add terror to the plot 
Yet the Raven is a handsome bird and his call  
Is all his own: 
It really compares favourably with 
Currawong and Crow. 
He can also be quite sociable and share 
With you the view. 
He’s not so very pushy and prefers 
To be polite: 
Although, he may just stare you out  
To gain a tasty bite. 

 -- Myf Young 

mailto:hutnews@bluemountains.org.au
mailto:membership@bluemountains.org.au
http://www.bluemountains.org.au
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Adelina’s Mailbag            
Dear Adelina,  

     On 8th May, during a TING walk at 
Faulconbridge Ridge, I spotted a male Bird 
of Paradise Fly, Callipappus australis, flying 
past - (see May Hut News).  It landed on a 
nearby tree trunk so I went to investigate 
and found two females which had attracted 
several males each.  An orgy was in 
progress!  I drew the attention of group 
members to this seldom seen event.  It was 
the icing on the cake of an interesting walk.   

-- Sue Nicol 

Settler colonisation of Australia 
featured significant degradation of 
ecosystems.  Unsurprisingly, nature 
restoration has become a well-
developed practice.  ‘Good Green 
News’, published online by current 
affairs magazine, ‘The Convers-
ation’, presents short articles 
describing successful Australian 
nature restoration projects. 

      These stories speak of residents 
accepting responsibility for degraded 
nature.  Innovative restoration and 
management skills, commitment and 
determined environmental advocacy 
produce astonishing outcomes.  
Blue Mountains bushcarers can 
certainly connect to these themes.  

      In the first article, “Making merry: 
how we brought Melbourne’s Merri 
Creek back from pollution, neglect 
and weeds”, academic and restor-
ationist, Judy Bush, outlines the 
history of the Merri Creek ecological 
restoration project.  Appropriately, 
she commences the story by 
introducing Traditional Owners, the 
Wurundjeri, and their care for 
Country and biodiversity.  

      “The waterway was rich with 
biodiversity – woodlands, grass-
lands, billabongs and wetlands. The 
landscape was a cultural artefact, 
created and maintained by burning, 
digging, tending and harvesting. 

      “Colonisation saw displacement, 
dispossession and disruption to 
Wurundjeri methods. As Melbourne 
grew, the creek’s fate worsened. 
Factories along its path dumped 
waste directly into its waters, while 
the sealed surfaces of the city 
caused flash flooding... By the 
1970s, the creek was weed-infested, 
polluted and threatened…” 

      Concerned local residents 
formed action groups, and in 1976 a 
Merri Creek co-ordinating committee 
was formed. Local and state govern-
ment provided funds. Professional 
bush regenerators were employed. 
Natural regeneration was fostered. 
Stream restoration interventions 
overcame floods and erosion.  

      Bush explores why these 
restoration partnerships endured 
and achieved success (see 
illustration). But there is no room for 
complacency.  She presciently 
warns that the work is far from 
finished. Constant vigilance is 
maintained. Urban development, 
floods, weeds and pollution are 
ongoing threats.   

      Whether the early Merri Creek 
restorationists were influenced by 
the environmental ideals thriving in 
1970s Australia is not broached. 

Some researchers have claimed that 
the 1960s and 1970s heralded the 
start of settler Australia’s first 
environment movement: questioning 
of dominant materialist values, a 
shared nature ethic, concerted 
campaigning and ambitious goal 
setting.  

      Alternatively, it has been argued 
that Australia’s first environment 
movement began to take shape in 
the 1870s. Did this movement 
inspire the earliest known Australian 
settler nature restoration project, 
commenced in 1896, at Port Phillip 
Bay, Melbourne?  

      As at early May, four articles 
have been published in the series, at 
https://theconversation.com/au/
topics/good-green-news-156369 

      Recommended. 

   Literature review: inspiring stories about bringing back the bush 
    -- Peter Ardill, BMCS Bushcare Officer  

          Merri Creek at Lake Reserve Coburg 2021 - Michael J Fromholtz       

HUT NEWS TRIVIA  
Answer to Question 1:   

Probably not, but wild pigs, 
rabbits, cats, foxes, feral deer, 
feral goats, feral horses and wild 
dogs do exist.  They are all 
invasive species generally not 
seen by the tourists who visit the 
Blue Mountain ridges for the 
wonderful views, but down in the 
valleys and more hidden areas 
and at night they are there 
destroying native fauna, flora 
and biodiversity.    

https://theconversation.com/au/topics/good-green-news-156369
https://theconversation.com/au/topics/good-green-news-156369
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      The Intergenerational Transformations Series 

      Series Coordinated by Don Morison 

Public spaces in 30, 60 & 90 years’ time 
Donna Edwards has worked in environmental education at Jenolan 
Caves, Bicentennial Park, Sydney Olympic Park, Blue Mountains 
City Council and Brisbane City Council.  Donna answers questions 
about how people of various ages relate to Australian native species. 

Hut News:  Can you expand on your work with local communities in 
Queensland? 

Ms Edwards:  In Queensland, we work with a system called 
Regional Ecosystems which outlines soil types, landscapes and 
native flora.  It doesn’t however distinguish between microclimates 
within Regional Ecosystems which is where observation and local 
knowledge are essential in recreating natural vegetation 
communities. 

      Planting in public areas requires special consideration for safety 
to the public.  I worked for over a decade with Brisbane City Council 
working hand-in-hand with creek catchment groups, supporting them 
to fulfill rehabilitation and restoration projects in natural areas in the 
city.  The key for community groups to achieve greater project 
potential is to form a good working relationships with land managers 
and create better outcomes through synthesis of values and 
objectives. The area where I saw projects not go to plan was when 
the community group committed to certain hours of maintenance 
and could not raise the people power for it. 

Hut News:  What ways can you suggest to make people more 
aware that, by being in Australia, they are sharing their lives with 
biodiverse flora? 

Ms Edwards:  Education is the key which can come anywhere from 
land managers, community groups, academics, etc.  I think 
Gardening Australia on the ABC has done a lot of heavy lifting in 
educating thousands of mainstream viewers in Australia about 
natural ecology, including the community aspect. 

Hut News:  You mentioned three scientists who found over 2,000 
plant and animal species at their share house in Brisbane, 
Queensland, during the pandemic.  What can we learn from this 
about our approach to the localities we live in? 

Ms Edwards:  There is always more life around us than we are 
aware of.  When you start to look, you can find so many life forms 
that create the web of life around us, even in our suburban blocks. 

Hut News:  Can you give an example of an activity you designed for 
children in a public space you were helping to manage? 

Ms Edwards:  I’ve worked with kids from the age of 3 all the way up 
to adults of all nationalities.  Kids love to do planting or anything that 
is hands-on.  It’s amazing how long a child will engage with worms 
in a worm farm, or a tray of macro-invertebrates collected from local 
waterways at public events.  They engage in the wonder of the 
details of the things that are around them but often not in regular 
direct contact.   

      A final comment is that, for community groups to succeed in 
projects that range from community engagement, environmental 
education, advocacy and restoration / rehab projects, the glue that 
holds the group together is how the community group members 
work together.   

Blue Mountains Conservation Society - Planning & Development Resource Kit 
Do you want to take action on an environmental issue in your neighbourhood or the Blue Mountains more 
broadly?  Do you want information about the laws and procedures relating to development and environmental 

protection?   Find out what YOU can do!  Go to the Planning and Development Resource Kit: 

www.bluemountains.org.au/pdrk-welcome.shtml 

Gang Gang Cockatoos are endemic to south
-eastern Australia.  The head and crest is 
bright red in males.   It is easily identified by 
its distinctive call, which is described as 
resembling a creaky gate.   Read more at 

https://bmnature.info/stories-gang-gang.shtml  

      Populations have declined in the past 25 
years and the species was listed as 
“endangered” in 2022.  Gang-gang 
Cockatoos are adversely impacted by a 
range of threats including habitat loss, 
wildfire, climate change and competition for 
suitable nesting hollows.  https://
www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/
threatened/species/pubs/768-conservation-
advice-02032022.pdf  

(Images by Alan Page) 

Gang-gang Cockatoo 

http://www.bluemountains.org.au/pdrk-welcome.shtml
https://bmnature.info/stories-gang-gang.shtml
https://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/species/pubs/768-conservation-advice-02032022.pdf
https://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/species/pubs/768-conservation-advice-02032022.pdf
https://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/species/pubs/768-conservation-advice-02032022.pdf
https://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/species/pubs/768-conservation-advice-02032022.pdf


Printed on 100% Recycled Paper                                                                                          Hut News, No 425, June 2024 —Page 7 

Letters to the Editor: 
I couldn’t agree more with Paddy’s well expressed 
concerns about the impact of global tourism on the 
planet’s environment. (Hut News, May 2024) 

Closer to home, my concerns are with the increasingly 
large sums of money spent on “sanitising” our bush 
walks, entry roads and camp sites. 

These funds are usually grant based with the proviso 
that the “upgrades” must be tourism oriented and all 
inclusive. The results are the mess that is the 
redesigned Evans Lookout which my disabled husband 
now finds too arduous to navigate. 

Another example is the completely sealed Hat Hill Road 
that now leads to Perry’s Lookdown - but the previous 
camp sites have been closed for fear of campers falling 
over the cliff edge. The latter is not based on any 
previous evidence. 

A fact - sealed roads lead to greater runoff into our 
swamps. For the sake of the tourist dollar we are adding 
to our hanging swamp destruction. 

-- Eva Johnstone, Blackheath 

This article summarises recently published research by 
D. Lindenmayer and C. Taylor (Crikey, April 2024) and  
by D. Lindenmayer, C. Taylor, E. Bowd and P. Zylstra 
(The Conversation, 24 April 2024).  References are in 
the footnotes.  

It seems logical that if we thin forests by removing up to 
half the trees present and also burning them regularly, 
we will reduce fire risk. This has always been a sought-
after goal, particularly in fire-prone areas and more so 
after the 2019/2020 mega bushfires in Australia. 

But recently published research by David Lindenmayer 
and Chris Taylor has shown this logic is flawed and our 
actions may be having the opposite effect.

1 

What is wrong with thinning? 

 Thinning appears to increase fuel hazard by adding 
up to 24 tonnes per hectare of fuel to the forest floor. 
This additional fuel can increase the severity of 
wildfires.  

 Thinned forests allow more sunlight through sparser 
forest canopy. This leads to increased drying of fuel 
and the ability of fires to be spread faster by 
increased wind through the forest. 

 Removing large numbers of trees from forests 
generates large amounts of greenhouse gas 
emissions. This results from logging operations. 
Removing many trees reduces the CO2 that can be 
captured from the air by the forest.  And using the 
tree for short-term uses like firewood, woodchips or 
paper releases the carbon from the tree back into the 
atmosphere quickly. 

 Thinning impacts biodiversity of the forest by 
removing critical parts of habitat and reducing forest 
complexity. 

How should our forests be managed? 

The best solution for forests is to leave them intact and 
not log or thin them. Forests then could recover from 
decades of over-logging and mismanagement. 

Our Tall Wet forests should not be burned 

Lindenmayer, Taylor, Bowd and Zylstra (2024)
2
 

published a paper in April 2024 discussing what the 
condition of Victorian Mountain Ash Forests was before 
1788. The eucalypt species we call Mountain Ash 
(Eucalyptus regnans) is the world’s tallest flowering 
plant. 

They reported on their paper in The Conversation       
(24 April 2024).  Their research shows that Mountain 
Ash forests were dense, wet environments.  These ash 
forests did not evolve with regular high-intensity fires and 
the local Aboriginal people did not burn them. Their 
cultural burning practices informed local traditional 
owners that these were forests “not to be burned”.  

Mature Mountain Ash forest had on overstorey of large 
eucalypt trees which were relatively widely spaced and 
with a dense understorey of shrubs, tree ferns and mid-
storey trees.  Much of the understorey is temperate 
rainforest. In old-growth Mountain Ash forests, plant 
species richness is the greatest and numbers of large, 
hollow-bearing trees are highest.  This is very important. 
for the large glider species and also for nesting hollows 

for Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos. 

Their research also shows that repeated burning (and 
thinning) of these types of forest changes their ecology, 
creating a drier forest and replacement of the existing 
tree species with different vegetation types such as 
wattle scrub.  Also the habitat of the other plants and 
animals who live in the moist, wet forests is destroyed 
and the biodiversity reduced.  Animals needing tree 
hollows for shelter and for nesting are seriously 
adversely affected.  

Even though their research was in Mountain Ash forests 
in Victoria, their findings would apply equally to other  
old-growth, wet forests in other parts of Australia and 
Tasmania. 

We need to let our forests stand and mature! 
 

References:   
1 
Lindenmayer, David and Chris Taylor (5 April, 2024) 

“No, thinning forests isn’t the answer – it worsens our 
wildfires” found onling at: https://
www.crikey.com.au/2024/04/05/forest-thinning-bushfires/ 
2 
David Lindenmayer, Chris Taylor, Elle Bowd and Philip 

Zylstra (2024) “What did it used to look like? A case 
study from tall, wet mainland Mountain Ash forests prior 
to British invasion.” Austral Ecology Volume 49, issue 4. 
Accessible online here: https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/
doi/full/10.1111/aec.13520 

(Summary by Annette Cam)   

 

 

How our actions are making forest fires worse 

Join the Events Team!  If you have some time to 

spare, please contact  Events Coordinator, Jo Carroll, at 
jocarr2014@gmail.com (or leave a message on 0490 
419 779).  You could help for a few hours or longer as  
often as you are able.  We need to be able to call on lots 

of volunteers so that everyone can enjoy the events.   

mailto:jocarr2014@gmail.com
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The Hidden Life of Trees, Peter 

Wohlleben  (Published 2015) 
This is the foreword by Tim Flannery to this 

book:       

We read in fairy tales of trees with human faces, trees that 
can talk, and sometimes walk.  This enchanted forest is the 
kind of place, I feel sure, that Peter Wohlleben inhabits.  
His deep understanding of the lives of trees, reached 
through decades of careful observation and study, reveals 
a world so astonishing that if you read this book, I believe 
that forests will become magical places for you, too. 

One reason that many of us fail to understand trees is that 
they live on a different time scale from us.  One of the 
oldest trees on Earth, a spruce in Sweden, is more than 
9,500 years old.  That’s 115 times longer than the average 
human lifetime.  Creatures with such a luxury of time on 
their hands can afford to take things at a leisurely pace.  
The electrical impulses that pass through the roots of trees, 
for example, move at the slow rate of one third of an inch 
per second.  But why, you might ask, do trees pass 
electrical impulses through their tissues at all? 

The answer is that trees need to communicate, and 
electrical impulses are just one of their many means of 
communication.  Trees also use the senses of smell and 
taste for communication.  If a giraffe starts eating an 
African acacia, the tree releases a chemical into the air that 
signals that a threat is at hand.  As the chemical drifts 
through the air and reaches other trees, they “smell” it and 
are warned of the danger.  Even before the giraffe reaches 
them, they begin producing toxic chemicals.  Insect pests 
are dealt with slightly differently.  The saliva of leaf-eating 
insects can be “tasted” by the leaf being eaten.  In 
response, the tree sends out a chemical signal that attracts 
predators that feed on that particular leaf-eating insect.  
Life in the slow lane is clearly not always dull. 

But the most astonishing thing about trees is how social 
they are.  The trees in a forest care for each other, some-
times even going so far as to nourish the stump of a felled 
tree for centuries after it was cut down by feeding it sugars 
and other nutrients, and so keeping it alive.  Only some 
stumps are thus nourished.  Perhaps they are the parents 
of the trees that make up the forest of today.  A tree’s most 
important means of staying connected to other trees is a 
“wood wide web” of soil fungi that connects vegetation in 
an intimate network that allows the sharing of an enormous 
amount of information and goods.  Scientific research 
aimed at understanding the astonishing abilities of this 
partnership between fungi and plant has only just begun. 

The reason trees share food and communicate is that they 
need each other.  It takes a forest to create a microclimate 
suitable for tree growth and sustenance.  So it’s not 
surprising that isolated trees have far shorter lives than 
those living connected together in forests.  Perhaps the 
saddest plants of all are those we have enslaved in our 
agricultural systems.  They seem to have lost the ability to 
communicate, and as Wohlleben says, are thus rendered 
deaf and dumb.  “Perhaps farmers can learn from the 
forests and breed a little more wildness back into their grain 
and potatoes,” he advocates, “so that they’ll be more 
talkative in the future.” 

Opening this book, you are about to enter a wonderland.  
Enjoy it.  (Tim Flannery) 

In botany, a tree is a perennial plant with an 
elongated stem, or trunk, usually supporting branches 
and leaves. In some usages, the definition of a tree 
may be narrower, including only woody plants 
with secondary growth, plants that are usable 
as lumber or plants above a specified height. In wider 
definitions, the taller palms, tree ferns, bananas 
and  bamboos are also trees.  (Wikipedia)  

Tree, by Claire Saxby and illustrated by 

Jess Racklyeft (published 2024)   

(ABC Radio: The Science Show) 

“See the branches lean, so far above.  Listen to the 
leaves bustle.  Smell the forest air.  Between sapwood 
and heartwood, water rises and energy flows.  This is 
the world of the tree.”   

Native trees in their native environment are linked to a 
great number of other animals, plants, and micro-
organisms.  In their book Tree, Claire Saxby and 
illustrator Jess Racklyeft take readers, young and old, 
into the hidden world amongst a giant tree’s roots, 
trunk, branches and upper leaves where all sorts of 
animals and other plants thrive.  (The Science Show)   

Listen to the podcast:  https://www.abc.net.au/listen/
programs/scienceshow/tree-the-living-world-in-and-
around-a-single-mountain-ash/103745516                           

Jess Racklyeft’s book is a about the largest Mountain 
Ash tree in a particular Victorian forest.   But the book 
could be about any native tree in its native environ-
ment, anywhere … In the photographs below you 
might see only the birds - but the trees, also in the 
photographs, are not only giving the birds somewhere 
to perch, they are an essential part of the ecosystems 
which many birds inhabit.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Botany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perennial_plant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plant_stem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trunk_(botany)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Secondary_growth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lumber
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arecaceae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyatheales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musa_(genus)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bamboo
https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/scienceshow/tree-the-living-world-in-and-around-a-single-mountain-ash/103745516
https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/scienceshow/tree-the-living-world-in-and-around-a-single-mountain-ash/103745516
https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/scienceshow/tree-the-living-world-in-and-around-a-single-mountain-ash/103745516
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Lyrebird observations 
(by Christine Davies) 

     When you see a Lyrebird 
scratching the soil, if you are very quiet 
you might see that it is sometimes 
accompanied by other bird species 
which “feed on the lyrebird’s table”.   
These include the Grey Shrike-thrush, 
Eastern Yellow Robin and White-
browed Scrub Wren.  These birds are 
benefiting from the lyrebird’s labour, 
but what does the lyrebird get in 
return?  Could it be that, while the 
lyrebird is busy digging, the other birds 
can warn of danger?    
 

      The Superb Lyrebird is said to be 
able to mimic any sound.  Sometimes 
it is claimed that the lyrebird can 
imitate machinery and other man-
made sounds. But why would these 
sounds, which often mean danger, be 
chosen as part of a courtship song?  

      As if being able to imitate most of 
the birds of the forest isn’t impressive 
enough!    
 

      After the 2019/2020 bushfire, the 
Grose Valley was silent.  The previous 
winter there had been the song of 
hundreds(?) of lyrebirds to greet the 
sunrise.  They were all gone.  Two 
years later a small number of lyrebirds 
could be heard. 
 

Image of lyrebird digging by C Davies. 

Loose Feathers, with Carol Probets  
(first published in July 2009 Hut News) 

As the days get colder and we pile on coats and 
scarves, one resident of the forests is coming into his 
element.   On the chilliest winter mornings his voice 
echoes around the valleys;  he’s arguably the most 
incredible songster and mimic in the bird world - the 
Superb Lyrebird.  

      June-July is when the male lyrebird’s display is at its 
peak.  Often (but not always) using a low mound of 
scratched-up earth as a stage, he raises his long tail 
feathers over his head in a shimmering silver cascade.  
In an effort to attract females he pumps out a stream of 
mimicked bird calls—Gang-gang Cockatoos, Yellow-
tailed Black-Cockatoo, Pied Currawong, Eastern 
Whipbird, Kookaburra, Golden Whistler and Pilotbird are 
some of his most commonly-mimicked sounds.   He can 
imitate the bill-clapping of the Red Wattlebird, a whole 
flock of rosellas calling simultaneously, branches 
creaking, and a spinebill’s wingbeats—all using his 
voice.  One bird I’ve been watching at Mt Victoria 
regularly mimics more than 20 different bird calls. 

      Interspersed with this mimicry is the lyrebird's own 
territorial call.  This is the loudest part of the song—it 
can be heard more than a kilometre away—and 

generally consists of a series of loud whistled notes, with 
considerable geographic variation.  There are also 
chopping, whirring, galloping, twanging, “clonk clonk” 
and clicking notes, which accompany the display and 
provide the “rhythm section” to which the bird dances.  

      These notes can sound quite mechanical and are 
probably the origin of some of the stories which abound 
of lyrebirds imitating modern or artificial sounds such as 
axe blows and forest machinery.  While there is no doubt 
that lyrebirds have the physical ability to mimic any 
sound at all (remember the David Attenborough footage 
of what was actually a captive-raised lyrebird mimicking 
a camera shutter and motor-drive), the reality is that they 
learn their song from other lyrebirds and therefore, in the 
wild, mimicry consists almost entirely of natural sounds.  

      Because of this it takes some time for a new sound 
to find its way into the lyrebird’s breeding song.  For 
example, Sulphur-crested Cockatoos have greatly 
increased in the Blue Mountains over the past 30 years, 
before which they were rarely seen here. So far, I have 
never heard a lyrebird in the area mimic them.  

Please tell Hut News if you have heard a lyrebird 

mimic a Sulphur-crested Cockatoo?  

hutnews@bluemountains.org.au or 0490 419 779  

Lyrebirds:  nature’s ecosystem engineers 

Researchers from La Trobe University have discovered the superb lyrebird 
can move more soil than any other land animal globally. 

Lead researcher and PhD candidate Alex Maisey found wild superb lyre-
birds displace on average 155 tonnes of soil and leaf litter per hectare in a 
single year while foraging for food, making an important contribution to 
forest ecology. 

Mr Maisey tracked the activity of wild superb lyrebirds over two years in 
the Central Highlands of Victoria.  “In just one year, we calculated that 
each lyrebird in Sherbrooke Forest moved a load equivalent to that carried 
by 11 standard dump trucks,” Mr Maisey said. 

Mr Maisey said their extensive raking and displacement of litter and soil 
occurred year-round.  “The superb lyrebird truly is Australia’s most hard-
working ecosystem engineer,” Mr Maisey said.   

Source:  https://www.latrobe.edu.au/news/articles/2020/release/lyrebirds-
natures-ecosystem-engineers  

All about Lyrebirds … some studies and some observations 

mailto:hutnews@bluemountains.org.au
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/news/articles/2020/release/lyrebirds-natures-ecosystem-engineers
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/news/articles/2020/release/lyrebirds-natures-ecosystem-engineers
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The ‘Monocline’ Loop Walk – Part 1       
--Alethea Morison  

The first of many surprises about the Monocline Loop Walk is that the 
‘Lapstone Monocline’ in the Lower Blue Mountains is not a simple 
monocline.  From “The Lapstone structural complex, New South 
Wales” by D. F. Branagan and H. Pedram (1990), we learn:  

The Lapstone Structural Complex forms the most prominent 
topographic feature in the Sydney region. The complex consists of  

a number of related folds and faults, trending generally north‐south, 
which together form a large south‐plunging structure between 

Kurrajong Heights and Lapstone. The east‐facing escarpment of the 
Blue Mountains, formerly called the Lapstone Monocline, varies in 
its character, being sometimes a single monocline, sometimes a 
double monocline and sometimes a normal or high‐angle reverse 
fault.  

Similarly, though hardly its fault, the Kurrajong Fault is not one fault –  

Faulting west of Kurrajong and at Glenbrook is part of a series of 

overlapping en echelon faults, west‐side down, and sometimes 
overturned, rather than a single fault. This fault system forms the 
west side of the complex. Significant minor structures associated 
with major features include thrusts, minor folds, joint systems, 
tectonic breccias, sedimentary injections and igneous dykes. 

With all that in mind, I’m inclined to refer to a “multi-cline” rather than a 
monocline and, fittingly, there are many “multi” things about the 
Monocline Loop Walk.  It reveals multiple landscapes and waterways, 
multiple lookouts and heritage features, multiple plants and creatures 
and multiple ways to explore and experience its attractions.  Along it 
are walking and cycling trails and swimming spots, both natural and 
manmade.  It can be visited in a single full-day adventure of 15 to 20 
km or as multiple shorter, gentler excursions. 

Encompassing locales around Glenbrook, Blaxland and Lapstone, the 
walk can be completed and enjoyed in its current state but several 
improvements are planned or envisioned.  The most significant of 
these, due for completion in 2025, is restoration of the Glenbrook rail 
tunnel as a shared pedestrian and bicycle route.  This will form a major 
link in the Monocline Loop and to walking and cycling routes at the 
base of the escarpment.  Both the tunnel and a handsome 1892 
sandstone culvert at its eastern entrance will be restored.  Meanwhile, 
Blue Mountains City Council has undertaken a number of trail and 

lookout improvements around the Loop as 
part of its “Scenic Eastern Escarpment” 
upgrades.  

An important part of the loop walk’s magic is 
its handiness by foot, bicycle, train or car to 
communities of the Lower Blue Mountains 
and Western Sydney.  Even eastern 
Sydneysiders can be there within an hour.  
This ready access for a growing number of 
people makes it an important recreational 
resource, as well as fostering appreciation 
and care of our natural and cultural heritage 
among urban dwellers.   

Next month we will have details of the 

existing walking route.   

 

 

Images:   

(Top)  Reflections  in Glenbrook 
Lagoon, a feature very much 
valued and visited by Glenbrook 
locals and Blue Mountains 
conservationists.  Precautions have 
been taken to protect the native 
turtle nesting areas.   

 

(Left)  Views from the escarpment 
of Glenbrook Gorge near the 
terminus of the horse tramway 
used to facilitate construction of the 
current rail route and to serve the 
large construction workers’ village 
early in the 20th century (Dark’s 
Common).   

 

Photos C Davies.   
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BUSHWALKING:  Enjoy the bush, learn about the Blue Mountains natural 

environment and find out why bushwalking has been a popular pastime in the Blue 
Mountains for more than 100 years. Our bushwalking convenor is Doug Nicholls 
dougnicholls@bigpond.com, phone 0455 850 735.    

Walks are graded and generally suitable for walkers of average fitness but may vary in 
degree of difficulty.  Participants need to be aware of their own capabilities and can 
discuss with the bushwalking convenor, group coordinator or leader.   

Underneath is a brief summary of walks and leaders for this month.   

Please check our website for detailed walks program and program 
changes. https://www.bluemountains.org.au/bushwalking.shtml  

MONDAY LEISURE WALKS:  Short day walks 3-5 
hours.  Bring morning tea, lunch and adequate water. 
Coordinator: Melanie Lawson 0431 214 687.  
melanielawson@outlook.com.au . 
Jun 3 Lapstone Little Zigzag, Elizabeth and Marges Lookout, 
Lennox Bridge and Glenbrook Lagoon 8km circuit Grade 3. 
Ros 0417 261 465 
Jun 10 Public Holiday (King’s birthday) – no walk scheduled  
Jun 17 Wongarra Ridge and Window of God 6 km approx. 
Grade 3. Lyn 0432 352 850 
Jun 24 Popes Glen to Pulpit Rock.  Check website for more 
details. Pat 4787 5230 
Jul 1 Porter’s Pass, Collier’s Causeway and Walls Ledge 5.4km 
circuit. Grade 3.  Melanie 0431 214 687  
Jul 8 Blue Gum Swamp and Bees' Nest Hill 13 kms Grade 3. 
Angela 0427 133 327 
 

TUESDAY FITNESS WALKS: 'Medium Day' walks suit-
able for walkers of average fitness, 3-5 hours. Bring 
morning tea/lunch/adequate water. Coordinator: Phill 
Cox (0415 449 174 mrpacox@hotmail.com  ) 
Jun 11 Govetts Leap to Pulpit Rock and return.  250 m ↑↓ 
7km gr2-3 Marilyn Savic 0409 924663, John Savic 0400 
990444 
Jun 18 Circular Quay to Kings Cross: Parks, history, art.  Gr1-
2, 112 stairs, Judith Dyer 0419 780640 
Jun 25 Mount Kuring-gai to Berowra via Cowan Creek.  Gr2-3, 
9km, up/down 280m, Doug Nicholls 0455 850753 
 

THURSDAY PLEASURE WALKS are 2-3 hours and are 
conducted at a leisurely pace.  Coordinator:   Beverley 
Thompson (4757 2076 denfenella12@bigpond.com) 
May 16 Undercliff Pass, Wentworth Falls.  Beverley 4757 
2076. Gr2 
Jun 6  Darwins Walk, Wentworth Falls, Wilson Park to 
Fletcher Street. Beverley 4757 2076.  Gr2 
Jun 13 Kedumba Pass to Cleary Memorial, Wentworth Falls. 
Beverley 4757 2076. Gr2 
Jun 20 Castle Head, Narrowneck 4.4kms 100m ascent/
descent. Roz 0417 261 465. Gr2. 
Jun 27 Lake Woodford, Hazelbrook 7kms. Maurice 0402 402 
783. Gr2. 
Jul 4 Bell Perimeter Walk. (Meet Mount Victoria) Tracy 0434 
362 611. Gr2. 
Jul 11 Cripple Creek, Blaxland 3kms. Maurice 0402 402 783.  
Gr2. 
 

SATURDAY WALKS:  Usually a full day, longer walk at 
a faster pace.  Coordinator Harold Thompson  
04090 10736, Harold.thompson@bigpond.com).   
Jun 8 Goochs Crater. Gr3, 10km, Harold 0409 010737, Map 
Wollangambe. 
Jun15 Pisgah Rock to Dadder Cave. Gr3, 8km, Harold 0490 
010737, Map Katoomba. 
Jun 22 Arathusa Falls. Gr3, 8km. Harold 0409 010737, Map 
Lithgow. 
Jun 29 Maiyingu Marragu Circuit.  Gr3, 8km, Harold 0490 
010737, Map Lithgow. 

Visit the Saturday walks facebook - https:// 
www.facebook.com/bmcslongerbushwalks?fref=nf   

HUT NEWS TRIVIA:   
Answer to Question 2:   

Blue is the rarest flower colour, seen on only 10 percent of the 
280,000 flowering plants on Earth. 

Among those who specialize in colour analysis, it is sometimes 
claimed that, in reality, there has never been a true blue flower, nor 
will there ever be one. This has to do with the fact that there is no 
blue pigment in the plant kingdom and colours that appear to be 
blue are actually permutations of violet or purple. 

Bat Night 2024  
Bat Night 2024, at the Blue Mountains Cultural Centre, was a smashing 
success.  Bat Night is an annual family event full of engaging children’s 
activities such as bat arts and craft, face painting, bat storytelling, the 
spooky bat cave.  Guest speakers, with presentations for young and old, 
were Marg Turton, Tim Pearson and Stuart Hill.  Annette Sartor, Mary 
and Gordon Fell and I looked after Blue Mountains Conservation 
Society’s stall.   

A highlight for me was the flying foxes.  I didn't appreciate that they were 
so big.  These flying foxes were raised in captivity and are tame (is any 
wild animal?).  

-- Alan Page  (Image by Mary Fell)  

https://www.bluemountains.org.au/bushwalking.shtml
mailto:melanielawson@outlook.com.au
mailto:mrpacox@hotmail.com
mailto:denfenella12@bigpond.com
http://www.facebook.com/bmcslongerbushwalks?fref=nf
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The Superb Lyrebird 
A chilly winter morning is the best 
time to get our of bed early, rug up,  
and go to a Blue Mountains lookout 
to listen to the lyrebirds singing in 
the valleys.   

June-July is when the male 
lyrebird’s display is at its peak.  His 
performance includes dancing, 
displaying his tail feathers and 
singing.  His repertoire includes a 
wide variety of different bird calls, 
interspersed with its own territorial 
calls. 

Those who prefer to stay in a warm 
bed, don’t despair.  You might hear 
the lyrebird at any time of the day.  
If you hear a whole lot of different 
bird calls which seem to come from 
the same place, it could be all the 
birds of the forest having a party.  
Or it might be just one bird - the 
Superb Lyrebird.  Approach quietly 
and carefully - you might be lucky 
to see him.   

A page for keen nature observers of all ages … 

What to look for in June in the Blue Mountains 

What did you see in the Blue Mountains - in your garden or during your 
favourite bushwalk - during June?  Was it something that wasn’t there 
last month?  Please tell Hut News!  Please send your stories, photos or drawings to  

Adelina at  hutnews@bluemountains.org.au  or post to PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls 2782.  

? 

-- Adelina  

 

Sunshine Wattle  
Lighting up the bush in the Upper Mountains is the bright 
gold of the Sunshine Wattle - Acacia terminalis.  The pale 
cream to white subspecies starts flowering earlier in the 
mid to lower mountains.  The masses of new growth since 
the black summer bushfires put on a spectacular show 
last year and looks set to be repeated this year.    

(Images by Sue Nicol).   

Superb Lyrebird  - © Fiona Lumsden.  http://www.fionalumsden.com/      

  

 

 

 

 

Cream/white subspecies of 

Sunshine Wattle at Glenbrook 

Golden Sunshine Wattle 

at Blackheath 

Did you know that one lyrebird 
can dig enough soil and leaf 
litter, in one year, to fill 11 
standard dump trucks?   (Read 
about this and more about  
lyrebirds on page 9) 

Alan Page has provided 
lyrebird information and 
images published in Blue 
Mountains Nature - an 

Introduction.   

mailto:hutnews@bluemountains.org.au
http://www.fionalumsden.com/

