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“Nature Conservation Saves for Tomorrow ”

Society’s Family Bush Day a terrific success
Relishing the glorious weather, people from across the Blue
Mountains and beyond were drawn to Lawson for some wild
encounters at the Family Bush Day on Sunday 16th
October.
Hosted by Blue Mountains Conservation Society, the Bush
Day provided families with an opportunity to get up close,
meet, observe, draw and immerse themselves in the
fascinating worlds of some of our native fauna.
The Zoomobile brought some of Taronga’s favourite
reptilian residents plus an echidna, python and ringtail
possum, whilst the Frog and Tadpole Study Society (FATS)
had a never ending stream of adults and youngsters
captivated by their frog collection.
Families enjoyed the drawing workshops, run by natural
history illustrator and author Stephanie Holm, whilst the
Blue Mountains Bird Observers, Birdlife Australia Southern
NSW and WIRES attracted a lot of community interest.
Dr Ricky Spencer and Dr Adrian Davis gave very
informative presentations on their Citizen Science projects,
TurtleSat and Hollows as Homes, with many community
members enjoying the chance to meet the scientists and
discuss their work.
It is estimated that 650 people attended the event.
BLUE MOUNTAINS CONSERVATION
SOCIETY www.bluemountains.og.au
‘Like' us on Facebook:
Blue Mountains Conservation Society
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Images: Delvean Leong educates kids about echidnas …
Loki and Saoirse at the art workshop … A tortoise makes
a run for it … (Photos by Bridget Jackson)
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Remembering Sue Morrison, 1959-2016
Anyone who has ever been interested or involved with something to do
with the environment in the Blue Mountains would have met Sue Morrison.
She was a tireless advocate for our natural world and a dynamic, energetic
and passionate member of our community. Sue's love of nature was
shown through both her personal actions and involvement in campaigns.
She was the central force behind Climate Change Blue Mountains and coordinated countless visits to politicians, submissions and protests in this
area alone.
In recent years, Sue was engaged by the Society to help get the best Local
Environment Plan possible as the Blue Mountains was forced to adopt the
standard state-wide template. The huge amount of public engagement in
this process is a legacy to Sue's work and dedication. The effects of her
work will live on through the protection of our bushland and threatened
species.
Sue will be missed by countless members of the Society and wider
community. Her commitment and compassion were an inspiration to many
of us. Vale Sue Morrison.

IN STILLNESS - A PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION
“In stillness, the world is restored” (Irish proverb)
Dilshara Hill, whose bird photography has appeared in Hut News and on
recent Society posters and flyers, is holding an exhibition of her
photography, with Fiona Huddleston and Louise Bishop, at
Everglades Gardens Gallery, 37 Everglades Avenue, Leura, 5-27
November 2016, Wed-Sun 11 am to 3pm.

Opening event—Saturday 5 November, 2-4 pm
FREE ENTRY. All welcome.

6-27 November 2016, Wed-Sun 11am to 3pm
Exhibition free after garden admission
Entry to Everglades Historic House and Gardens is $13 adult, $8
concession, $4 child. Tea rooms open 11 am to 2.30 pm daily.
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Website Manager: Valda Low
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Project Officer—Gardens of Stone:
Madi Maclean
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Bushfire Representative: Hugh Paterson
4751.2303, mob 04275 12303
fmatter@bigpond.net.au

The DEADLINE for the next issue
of HUT NEWS is
19 NOVEMBER 2016
Christine Davies, 4787 7246
hutnews@bluemountains.org.au
PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls 2782
MEMBERSHIP ENQUIRIES
Ross Coster
02 4739 2987 0418 462 576
membership@bluemountains.org.au
PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls 2782

How a climate change induced weather event stops in its tracks energy
generated from renewable energy (and any other source)
BLAME RENEWABLES
In a once-in-fifty-year storm, the State of South Australia was blacked
out when at least 23 high voltage power poles were lost in five different
locations, bringing down three of the big four transmission lines that
carry electricity to and from the north of the state. This instigated an
attack by opponents of renewable energy against wind and solar
energy.
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Aviation greenhouse gas emissions
The Paris Agreement on Climate Change was negotiated
by representatives of 195 countries and adopted by
consensus on 12 December 2015. As of October 2016,
191 Countries have signed the treaty, and 81 of them
have ratified it. After the European Union ratified the
agreement in October 2016, there were enough
countries on board that produce enough of the world's
greenhouse gases, for the agreement to enter into force.
The agreement will take effect on 4 November 2016.
Australia signed the agreement on 22 April 2016, but has
yet to ratify it.
Interestingly the Paris Agreement makes no direct
reference to aviation emissions, the rationale being that
emissions can occur over many countries on a single
flight, so who is responsible? The obvious answer is that
the country that supplies the fuel, at the beginning of a
flight, should take responsibility for the emissions of the
entire flight.
Recently the International Civil Aviation Organisation
(ICAO) has proposed to solve the problem itself, through
the use of offsets. The plan is that all growth in aviation
CO2e emissions after 2020 will be offset by activities like
tree planting to absorb the CO2. http://www.bbc.com/
news/science-environment-37573434 This sounds okay
at first glance, until you think through the numbers.
Western Sydney Airport will deliver 986 million litres of jet
fuel to outgoing flights in the year 2030, and about 8
billion litres in the year 2063. Burning of 986 million litres
of fuel will release about 2.8 million tonnes of CO2e per
year in 2030, rising to 20 million tonnes per year in 2063.
Offsetting this will require the planting of 20 million trees
on 18,000 hectares of new land every year starting in

2025, increasing to 140 million trees on 133,000
hectares of new land in 2063. http://
carbonneutral.com.au/faqs/#_Toc411009573
This is of course completely impractical and will never
happen.
Even if it did happen, the whole concept is flawed. To
quote George Monbiot: 191 nations struck the world’s
only agreement to regulate aviation emissions. It’s
voluntary, it’s pathetic, and it relies on planting trees to
offset aircraft emissions, which means replacing a highly
stable form of carbon storage (leaving oil in the ground)
with a highly unstable one, vulnerable to loggers, fires
and droughts. http://www.monbiot.com/2016/10/19/theflight-of-reason/
The Federal Government says they believe in climate
change, they believe it is man-made, and they are doing
their best to ‘tackle’ it. How can this be true if they are
going to build an airport that will generate millions of
tonnes of CO2e emissions for decades into the future?
If they are serious about ‘tackling’ climate change (I
prefer ‘stopping’, but that’s just me), then the
Environment Minister MUST NOT approve Western
Sydney Airport.
I told him as much on Monday 17th October. Now it’s
your turn!
Write to Minister Josh Frydenberg and tell him that he
MUST NOT approve the Final EIS for Western Sydney
Airport. http://www.joshfrydenberg.com.au/guest/
contact.aspx
Ross Coster nwsa@bluemountains.org.au

Evergreen politician channels the future
The Labor Party’s environment arm, Labor Environment Action
Network (LEAN) were on to a good thing when they engaged their
movement’s founder, Bob Debus, to speak at an invitation-only
event at Wentworth Falls Conservation Hut on 8th October.
Introduced by State Member Trish Doyle, with support from
Federal Member Susan Templeman and Blue Mountains Labor
Councillors, Bob Debus articulated a series of report cards on the
environmental performance of Australian Governments of recent
decades. Those of us fortunate enough to be invited will be
pondering over it all for quite some time.
We were impressed with the even handedness of this enduringly
razor-sharp political player. However, it was noticeable he
seemed unable to find a good word for the green credentials of the
Abbott Government or the Turnbull Government. I’ll leave it to you
to judge whether Bob was simply being supportive of Susan
Templeman (which he undoubtedly is) or there are more basic
reasons for not offering praise to those two governments.
th

The meeting was held in honour of the 16 anniversary of World
Heritage declaration for the Blue Mountains. Quite a number of
younger environmentally inclined members of the Labor party
attended and showed enthusiasm. The event was very well
organised with plenty of time for us casual invitees to hold
conversations with the representatives from various levels of
Government.
Don Morison
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BMCS NURSERY PLANT SALES
We offer the home gardener, landscaper or
contractor a big variety of quality local native
plants at economical prices.
We are in process of relocating our mid
mountains nursery. In the meantime, plants
can be purchased at:
Blackheath Community Market, 1st Sunday
of the month at Blackheath Public School,
9am to 1pm
Magpie Market, 3rd Sunday of month at
Lawson Public School, 9am to 2pm
Tube stock $3. Discounts for bulk orders.
Enquiries Sue Nicol 4787 8887
nursery@bluemountains.org.au
NURSERY MANAGER
Our Nursery Manager Sue Nicol will not be
continuing in that position beyond the March
2017 Annual General Meeting.
If you are interested in taking a role in the
management of our nursery operations, to
work with our team of volunteers, please
contact Don Morison, President, 8230 2116,
president@bluemountains.org.au
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Update: Elphinstone (Radiata)
Plateau
As outlined in the August Hut News, the Blue
Mountains Conservation Society is opposing
three development applications proposed for
Elphinstone Plateau. The Plateau is the last
remaining parcel of undeveloped southern
escarpment land in the Upper Blue Mountains,
and includes spectacular and stunning views
along the escarpment and down to the
Megalong Valley. It contains significant
biodiversity values, including vegetation
communities such as Blue Mountain Swamps,
Eucalyptus oreades Open Forest and Blue
Mountains Heath. Home to many endangered
species, local residents frequently report
sightings of the Spotted Tail Quoll, as well as
threatened plants including one of only ten
places where the Dwarf Mountain Pine grows.
Given its unique and special values, the
Society has long argued that the Plateau
should be purchased and form part of the Blue
Mountains National Park.
The majority of the Plateau (apart from a small
area of Crown Land) consists of 305 hectares
of private land owned by the Transcendental
Meditation Organisation (TMO), via its
corporate arm (Maharishi Global Administration
through Natural Law Ltd). The three
development applications lodged by TMO are
now before the Land and Environment Court. A
court-ordered conciliation conference occurred
on-site in June 2016 attended by TMO and
Blue Mountains City Council representatives. At
the conference, local residents and the Society
outlined their objections to the development
applications. The Society understands that
TMO subsequently agreed to provide additional
information and to vary the developments in
response to the issues raised.
Copies of the Society submissions and more
information can be found on the Society’s
website.
Recent advice received by the Society is that
the varied development applications, including
new site plans, will be made available to
objectors by the end of the year. A Land and
Environment Court hearing to consider the
varied development is likely to be scheduled in
early 2017. Objectors such as local residents
and the Society will be able to attend the court
hearing. The Society will continue to oppose
any developments on the Plateau.
In the meantime, the Society is soon to launch
a major campaign to have the Plateau
purchased by the State or Commonwealth
government and transferred into the national
park system, thereby ensuring the Plateau is
conserved forever and public access continues.
Watch this space!
Land Use sub-Committee
lus@bluemountains.org.au
Printed on Australian-made 100% Recycled Paper

Anti-airport meeting fever!
It has been a crazy few days here at No Western Sydney Airport
head office.
Thursday I was at the No Badgerys Creek Airport (NoBCA)
Annual General Meeting, where I was elected unopposed as
Secretary for another year ... and I took the minutes of course.
Saturday I attended the Blue Mountains City Council ‘Community
Meeting’ at Glenbrook Park, under a huge marquee, on a really
beautiful day. Council staff did a head count on the day and
reckon there were over 500 people there!
Mayor Mark Greenhill chaired the meeting, and Deputy Mayor
Chris Van Der Kley was the timekeeper. Everybody got just 3
minutes to speak.
Speakers from the crowd against the airport included Peter Dollin
(RAWSA), Juliet Hinchcliffe (Parents and Citizens/Friends), Colin
Andersen (reading a poem), Bob Treasure (Blue Mountains
Greens), Tony Green (RAWSA), Andrea Grieve (NoBCA) and
Peter Moriarty (NoBCA).
Speakers from the stage against the Airport included Mayor Mark
Greenhill, Senator Doug Cameron, Senator Lee Rhiannon, Susan
Templeman MP, Mehreen Faruqi MLC, Trish Doyle MP, Deputy
Mayor Chris Van Der Kley, former Mayor Daniel Myles, and
Councillors Foenander, Hoare, Hollywood, and many more.
Nobody spoke in favour of the airport!
Monday I drove to Canberra with Paul from Residents Against
Western Sydney Airport (RAWSA) and Kath from No Badgerys
Creek Airport (NoBCA) to a meeting with Ministers Frydenberg
(Environment and Energy) and Fletcher (Urban Infrastructure).
Everybody got to speak, and I’m sure they listened to us, but we
were outnumbered by the boosters. Land holders around the site
were drooling at the prospect of land profits. Penrith, Liverpool
and Wollondilly Councils are all drooling at the infrastructure
expenditure required, hoping to get new roads and railway lines
for their areas, and lots more ratepayers who can work at the
airport. All the Councils want a curfew, but I had to drag it out of
them by interjecting during their spiels.
Kerry Bartlett, our former Federal Member, was at the meeting
representing Blue Mountains City Council and put forward an
excellent talk on dBA, noise measurements versus noise
modelling, logarithmic scale of noise and potential impacts. His
conclusion was that noise levels at Springwood will rise by 16
times when planes start flying!
Susan Templeman hosted us in her office for a de-brief after the
meeting. Being inside Parliament House in Canberra was a bit
surreal, and quite intimidating, but we’ll do it again and again if
we get the chance. Tuesday we drove home from Canberra, and
had an excellent de-brief in the car.
Today (Wednesday) I’m processing Memberships and writing it
all up, ploughing through e-mails and Facebook posts, working
the Internet for all it’s worth.
The campaign goes on!
Ross Coster nwsa@bluemountains.org.au
VALLEY OF THE WATERS BUSHCARE
The Valley of the Waters Bushcare Group meets on the
second Saturday of each month, 9am - noon.
Tools and gloves are available.
Bring a drink, a snack and a sunhat.
NEW MEMBERS ARE WELCOME.
Phone Karen 4757 1929.
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Where is the way forward?
In Hut News (October 2016) Ross Coster asked: “How
can we possibly continue to grow population, road
transport, air transport, fuel consumption, and of course
greenhouse gas emissions, if we want to reduce overall
emissions?”
This is not the first time that Hut News has had articles
emphasising the destructive capacity of climate change
and its nexus with population growth, consumerism and
the economic growth paradigm. But like it or not, the
vast majority of the Earth’s population is locked into this
nonsensical greed-driven approach. Governments may
agree to curtail greenhouse gas emissions (GGE), yet
even with the best of intentions (conspicuously absent in
the attitudes of the Australian Government) actions are
woefully inadequate; economic growth via consumerism
and population growth are shamelessly expounded.
If you have doubts about the above, give some thought
to the following: Australia proudly spruiks its population
growth (24.4 million as of October 16) as if it is a
competitive sport; China has abandoned its one-child
policy; India, which will soon overtake China as the
world’s most populous nation, lacks such a policy; and
this similarly applies to most of the world’s nations which
have high population growth and fall within the
developing and least-developed categories, despite
some of these nations sourcing much of the current
emigration and refugee problems. Furthermore, the
anticipated population expansion to nearly 10 billion by
2050 is because the declining fertilities in most countries
are more than compensated by increasing longevity;
programs in many developed countries for ‘assisted
conception’ over the later years of (or post) the ‘normal’
child-bearing period are an exacerbating factor.
In the book ‘Inferno’, Dan Brown cites a graph from the
New Scientist showing relationships between population
growth, GGE and a range of resources. Certain lines
from the book are apt: “Over the past fifty years our sins
against Mother Nature have grown exponentially…
Ozone depletion, lack of water, and pollution are not the
disease – they are the symptoms. The disease is
overpopulation. And unless we face world population
head-on, we are doing nothing more than sticking a Band
-Aid on a fast-growing cancerous tumour.”
I do not subscribe to the book’s solution to
overpopulation, but it is perhaps more likely than the
migration to other planets through space travel, as
advocated by Stephen Hawking. The history of our
species unfortunately suggests that greed and stupidity
will triumph to the extent that overpopulation will remain
the elephant in the room. Instead of a global approach,
some countries will select discrete ways of handling, but
not necessarily resolving, their own population
expansions; others will do nothing. The likely
consequence for climate change is that there will be
variable and insufficient actions to mitigate
overpopulation’s impact on GGE. Instead, most
countries will adopt adaptation based on engineering
solutions and various forms of exploitation, together with
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Dr Brian Marshall

territorial acquisitions through legal and other means.
Such forms of adaptation appeal to big business because
they tend to be resource-intensive, provide employment
(using cheap labour?), and stimulate economic growth.
The way forward is dismal from the viewpoint of curtailing
climate change given the globally destructive nexus with
population and economic growth. Recent decisions and
happenings in Australia provide little solace.
Justice John Griffiths of the Federal Court dismissed
(August 29) the Australian Conservation Foundation’s
(ACF) application for judicial review of Minister Hunt's
decision to grant mining licences for Adani’s Carmichael
coal mine. ACF argued that Hunt failed to consider the
impacts of the mine’s 4.6 billion tonnes of emissions on
the Great Barrier Reef’s world heritage values. Justice
Griffiths ruled against ACF but, in doing so, noted that he
could only review the legality, and not the merits, of
Hunt’s decision.
Equally disappointing was the Queensland Parliament’s
affirmation (August 31) that it wholeheartedly supported
the Adani Galilee Project. This is politics at its worst;
protection of the State’s greatest tourist asset is
sacrificed for the short-term jobs and revenue from the
export-coal industry.
In NSW, the attitude of the State Government towards
environmental protection is unconscionable. The most
recent nonsense involves amending the Plans of
Management of three National Parks to allow horse
riding in wilderness areas. This is totally against the
whole concept of wilderness and is strongly rejected.
Under Premier Baird’s stewardship, hardly a day passes
without endangered ecological communities and/or
threatened species being cleared for development, or for
temporary facilitation of construction. And if this isn’t
enough, changes to the legislation that supposedly make
things more efficient, generally work to the detriment of
environmental protection. The whole approach reflects
extreme ignorance of the fact that environmental
communities comprise “…complex systems of
interdependent, resource-sharing, mutually supportive
organisms.” Such symbiotic complexity is rarely
replicated when the ‘bean counters’ pretend it can be
offset by protecting something ‘similar’.
People are beginning to identify the motivation (or lack of
it) of some of our leaders. The way forward involves
responding to the Society’s requests for personal
submissions, participating in demonstrations, making
donations to campaigns where at all possible, and most
importantly remaining a member. Every submission and
demonstration counts! Submissions make the
government aware that many voters care, are watching
what government is doing and are prepared to make time
to express a view. Even if you feel that government
hears, but rarely listens, you are still influencing the
bureaucratic processes, attempting to enforce integrity,
and strengthening the arm of the opposition.

Bottom line: the tide will turn, so hang in there!
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SPEAKERS SHINE
The Nature Conservation Council of NSW
attracted a dazzling array of speakers to a
National Environment Meeting and Annual
Conference in October.
Former Federal Liberal leader Dr John Hewson
was introduced as the Liberal leader most other
Liberals most loved to hate – at least since the
death of Malcolm Fraser. He expressed dismay
at the use of the South Australian power outage
by Malcolm Turnbull, Barnaby Joyce and others to
criticise renewable energy. His demand for
economic honesty about environmental policy
options was echoed throughout the conference.
Former National Greens leader Christine Milne
wasted little time on tears for the fate of the
carbon price she negotiated. This allowed Julia
Gillard to govern from 2010 to 2013.
Instead, Ms Milne appealed to the green
movement to be apolitical and to work through
international organisations to “bring home” policy
change to conservative Australian governments.
Bob Carr, long serving NSW Premier, blasted the
Baird Government’s disregard for native
vegetation and urban trees. He emphasised the
huge efforts environmentalists had made to
support the willingness of Mr Carr and his Labor
team to declare more National Parks. Even the
notorious Labor frontbencher, Rex Jackson, had
been lured to a rainforest and declared it
“beautiful”.
The Australia Institute’s Rod Campbell told a
workshop that economists should have a
professional body. He hypothesised about a sign
being posted outside a front gate: “Keith Muir –
Economist! You pay it, we’ll say it!” The joke is
that Keith Muir of the Colong Foundation is one of
Australia’s most experienced experts at telling rich
mining magnates and others what they don’t want
to hear.
This was an entertaining range of speakers with
many serious messages for the green movement.
Don Morison.

Welcome to new members
Malcolm Boyd
Paul Toni
Kim Walden
Danielle Wadsworth
Wikkyna Wadsworth
Gary Anthony
Laurela Anthony
Eve Taylor
Gayle Adams
Bronwen Browne
Emily Browne
Victoria Browne
Georgina Browne
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Community appeals court judgement to
save Sydney’s drinking water from coal
mine contamination
Environment Group 4nature has launched an appeal with
the NSW Court of Appeal challenging the Land and
Environment Court’s judgement that upheld the approval of
the Springvale underground coal mine near Lithgow.
4nature President Andrew Cox said the mine was
contaminating the Coxs River and Sydney’s drinking water
and the group was determined to see the laws to protect the
water catchment properly applied.
“Allowing the judgment to stand would mean accepting the
ineffectiveness of long-standing laws designed to protect
Sydney’s drinking water and the health of the catchments,”
Mr Cox said.
“The issue is of critical importance given that this was the
first time the laws designed to protect Sydney’s drinking
water catchments had been interpreted by the courts.
“It defies belief that the Springvale mine, which discharges
millions of litres of highly saline mine water and nitrates,
phosphates, zinc, nickel and other contaminants every day
into the Coxs River, can be regarded as having no impact
on Sydney’s drinking water catchments,” Mr Cox said. “The
polluted mine water is the main cause of reduced aquatic
life along the length of the Coxs River.
The appeal by 4nature argues that there are two legal
errors in the Land and Environment Court decision in
September 2016.
Firstly, the judgement referred to the wrong baseline when it
applied the water quality test to the mine’s discharges. The
pollution impacts with and without the mine were not
properly considered.
Secondly, the judgment applied the water quality test
incorrectly: it mistakenly ignored the reference to the test in
planning legislation. This had the effect of allowing the
water quality test to be interpreted extremely flexibly.
Background
4nature’s initial case in the Land and Environment Court,
argued that the NSW Planning Assessment Commission
(PAC) did not reach, as required by cl 10(1) of the
Catchment SEPP
“an independent state of satisfaction as to whether the
carrying out of the project will have a neutral or beneficial
effect (“NorBE”) on water quality before it granted the
consent. Because such satisfaction was a pre-condition to
the exercise of its power to approve the project, the consent
is invalid.” This case failed, and is now being appealed.
The court case was supported by the Blue Mountains
Conservation Society, Lithgow Environment Group, Nature
Conservation Council of NSW, Colong Foundation for
Wilderness, National Parks Association and the Australian
Conservation Foundation.
The legal challenge against the Springvale coal mine
expansion (15km north-west of Lithgow), comes in the
context of escalating evidence and new warnings about the
risks of longwall coal mining to Sydney’s water supplies.
Some of the risks include direct pollution through untreated
discharge, loss of water due to subsidence and cracking,
and undermining of important swamp ecosystems.
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Are you thinking of installing (or upgrading) a
solar and battery storage system?
Join SunCrowd and BMRenew’s community bulk-buy
to enjoy lower costs and independent advice while
supporting local jobs and community initiatives.
Details of an event at KATOOMBA on 3rd November were
sent to members by a Society E-blast. The next event will be:

SPRINGWOOD, Springwood Sports Club
5.30 & 7.30 pm, Wednesday 23 November
Receive expert information; Get one-on-one advice; Q & A
with your local installer; See the technology & meet the
suppliers; Access the exclusive campaign offers
Assistance for solar households whose 60c feed-in-tariff is
coming to an end.
To find out more or to register: for an event

suncrowd.com.au/blue-mountains
High Flying Honeyeater
By Carol Probets - Lyreades nature blog
https://lyreades.wordpress.com/
A silvery fluting drifts across the heath and enters your
consciousness like fragments of a half-remembered
dream. You listen harder but the fragments escape. The
notes waft about, coming and going. You scan the
surrounding shrubs but there’s no knowing which way the
sound comes from.
As it turns out, the song comes from high above. Look
carefully and you might see a tiny speck in the sky, rising
higher and higher on fluttering wings before spiralling
back to earth. The male Tawny-crowned Honeyeater is
proclaiming his territory in preparation for nesting.
Grassland birds like songlarks, pipits, bushlarks and the
introduced skylark are well known for their song-flights. So
too are shorebirds that breed in the treeless Arctic. A
surprising number of honeyeater species also display in
this manner. The Pied, Painted, White-fronted and Spinycheeked readily come to mind. These four are found in
the arid or semi-arid interior where the wide open
landscape seems particularly suited to singing from aloft.

Formed in 2013, Blue Mountains Renewable Energy Co-op is
a local, volunteer-run co-operative that aims to bring
community-owned renewable energy to the Blue Mountains.
Projects include community solar crowdfunding campaigns,
selling accredited GreenPower, and working with the Blue
Mountains City Council to create renewable energy solutions
for local business.
If you’re a resident or small business within Blue Mountains
local government area, you are eligible to participate in the
Blue Mountains campaign. You may also participate if your
home or small business is within 50km of the abovementioned
council area's.
Through the Community Benefit Share model a portion of the
revenue flows back into our local community to boost
renewable energy projects. Half of these funds will be put
towards a solar fundraiser for the Mid Mountains
Neighbourhood Centre, and the remaining half will allow
BMRenew to continue its ongoing community renewable
energy initiatives and educational work.

A special thank you to Sue Morrison
Sue Morrison, a tireless community and environmental
campaigner in the Blue Mountains, recently passed
away after a fearless and hard fought battle with
cancer.
During the Society’s campaign on the Blue Mountains
Local Environmental Plan (LEP), Sue was contracted
as the Society’s community campaigner. Sue was
everywhere during the draft LEP public exhibition
process, ensuring the community was aware of the
LEP and its importance in conserving our unique
environment. Organising street stalls, co-ordinating
public meetings, attending workshops, writing
submissions, preparing press releases – Sue did it all,
with a smile, with professionalism and with the strong
conviction she brought to everything she did.
The Society and the Blue Mountains community owes
a special debt to Sue as she was instrumental in
ensuring the Blue Mountains LEP 2016 is one we can
be justifiably proud of.
Land Use Subcommittee

The Tawny-crowned is a bird of dense shrubs and open
spaces. Its domain is in the wide expanses of low
heathland, whether in coastal or mountain environments
or further inland in the mallee regions of
southern and western Australia.
It was on a windswept ridge in the upper
Blue Mountains that I saw them displaying
last week. July may be the coldest month of
winter here but the days are getting longer,
which spurs many non-migratory birds to
start nesting. The Tawny-crowned
Honeyeater is one such species. Its nesting
season extends from July to February.
You can listen to a beautiful example of the
Tawny-crowned Honeyeater’s song on
Graeme Chapman’s website http://
www.graemechapman.com.au/library/
viewphotos.php?c=272
Carol Probets, August 2016
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Migration of the Painted Ladies
By Carol Probets - Lyreades nature blog
https://lyreades.wordpress.com/
Masses of orange-brown butterflies are
currently moving through the Blue Mountains,
and no doubt other parts of south-eastern
Australia. These are Australian Painted Ladies,
Vanessa kershawi, flying south (or south-west)
on their spring migration.
I don’t remember ever seeing as many as I
have this week — streams of them crossing the
highway at Mount Boyce, for example. I can’t
help wondering how far each one has flown,
and where they’re going. The migration is said
to be greatest in years when there has been
high winter rainfall, and that’s certainly the case
this year. Australia had its second wettest
winter on record and NSW its third wettest
winter in 2016.
Walking on Kings Tableland it seemed like I
was walking through clouds of butterflies. They
frequently rested on the sandy track, wings
outspread, oriented towards the sun. The
males do this not only to warm themselves but
to attract females.
While the majority were Australian Painted
Ladies, there were a few Meadow Argus
(Junonia villida) flying among them.
The migration can continue for 8 weeks,
according to the Australian Museum website,
which also tells us: “In 1889, the Australian
Painted Lady was reported to migrate in such
great numbers that they blackened the sky.
Trains were unable to get traction because so
many butterflies were resting on the tracks!
Such mass migrations have not been reported
for some time.”
Now that would have been something to see!
The Australian Painted Lady lays its eggs on
plants of the daisy family (Asteraceae), such as
native everlastings and the introduced
Capeweed and Scotch Thistle. Life cycle is
about 53 days, with several generations
completed in a year.
14 October 2016

Gardens of Stone – Call to Arms – stop
the next coal industry onslaught
Submissions are urgently needed to stop the out of control
coal industry from wrecking the Gardens of Stone and our
drinking water supplies. The Colong Foundation for
Wilderness has prepared webforms to help you make your
personal submissions on these two new proposals.
Go to https://www.colongwilderness.org.au/news - Gardens of
Stone – Call to Arms – stop the next coal industry onslaught,
and click on the links to read Colong’s draft submissions and
make your submissions.

Manildra’s Nut Coal shenanigans – the
Invincible Extension Project
Another development application has been lodged to restart
open-cut mining in the twice refused Invincible Mine.
According to the Manildra Group, the defunct mine must be
restarted to provide ‘Nut Coal’ as furnace fuel for its
Bomaderry starch and ethanol plant. The Ben Bullen pagoda
landscape is unique, irreplaceable and covers a small area of
which the woodlands affected by this proposed open-cut
mining operation are a key part.
If you don’t want to destroy the Gardens of Stone region as
you drive on ethanol blended petrol, then write an objection to
this ‘Nut Coal’ proposal! For more information see
the Colong Foundation's draft submission as an objection.
Say no to Manildra's open-cut mining attack on the beautiful
Ben Bullen State Forest.

Clean up Centennial Coal/EnergyAustralia’s
plan to pollute Sydney’s drinking water
The Springvale mine plans to transfer up to 32 ML/day of
treated mine water for discharge into Wangcol Creek that
would exacerbate water pollution problems there and possibly
defeat the benefits of mine water treatment.
The proposed mine water treatment must be decoupled from
the Mt Piper power plant’s coal consumption to prevent a
perverse outcome where reductions in coal-fired electricity
generation will cause increases in mine water pollution! The
proposed water treatment plant must be built to service the Mt
Piper Power Plant as a closed system with appropriate
storage capacity so that there is no discharge to the Coxs
River.
There have been many mistakes made with the disposal of
Springvale's mine water. Swamps have been killed, power
plants damaged and the Coxs River continues to be polluted.
This time the mine water pollution must be adequately treated
and used in the power plant in a closed system that does not
pollute the environment.
Also, water from a giant fly ash emplacement and the
Springvale Coal Services Area are not proposed for
treatment.
This time bomb of toxic pollution is just waiting to be sent
down Wangcol Creek into our drinking water unless the water
treatment proposal is a closed system. For more information
see the Colong Foundation's draft submission as an
objection.
Stop the coal pollution, take action. Every submission
counts!
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Wild Life in Blackheath

Christine Davies

Battle of the Honeyeaters—a tale with a happy ending!

You can become a member
of Blue Mountains
Conservation Society

A Red Wattlebird and A New Holland Honeyeater collided together
with one of my glass doors. They crash-landed on the path, with the
larger wattlebird lying on its side, on top of the New Holland
Honeyeater. The Red Wattlebird managed to disentangle itself and
stood up groggily and flew away. The New Holland Honeyeater lay
on the cold path, on its back with feet in the air and beak slightly open,
panting. What to do now?

 Post this Application Form with your cheque
or money order to: Blue Mountains
Conservation Society, PO Box 29,
Wentworth Falls, NSW 2782, OR
 Join online at: www.bluemountains.org.au
---------------------------------(Use capitals please—even for email address)

Not expecting any miracles, I picked up the little honeyeater and put it
in a pillow case inside the house, hoping it might recover. After 15
minutes I noticed some movement so I took it outside and it found its
way out of the pillow case and flew into the bushes. It had lost all its
tail feathers which were together at the edge of the garden about 40
centimetres from where the two birds had landed. I collected seven
tail feathers and emailed Carol Probets to tell her what had happened.

Name(s) 1. …………………………………….
2. …………………………………….

Carol explains that honeyeaters are well-known for aggressively
defending patches of nectar and chasing each other to gain control of
resources. “Wattlebirds are among the most aggressive of all,
especially when nesting - as they are at this time of year. So it
sounds like this was a territorial dispute with the larger wattlebird
being the victor. When birds are preoccupied with the chase they can
easily come to grief with glass windows, etc. … As for the loss of tail
feathers, this is due to something called shock moult. When a bird is
attacked or suddenly frightened, it can spontaneously drop some of its
feathers. I guess this could momentarily confuse or distract the
attacker and help the bird to escape. The feathers should soon
regrow.”

Email …………………………………………
I/We agree to support the aims and objectives
of the Society as set out on reverse side of this
membership application:
Please sign if named above.
Signature(s) 1. ………………………………..

Since then I have frequently seen the little bird in the garden,
seemingly quite happy and not much disadvantaged by having no
tail. He/she is easily recognisable but may not be so for much
longer. 12 days after the event, short tail feathers can be seen.

National Party emerges as a Key Threatening Process
to Mike Baird and koalas
National Parks Association of NSW, http://www.npansw.org.au/
Published: 14 October 2016
Mike Baird, under heavy political fire as a result of reversing the
broadly popular greyhound ban, will further appease his minor
Coalition partners by allowing a potential 2.2 million hectares of koala
habitat to be bulldozed across NSW under his planned land clearing
laws, according to a report by WWF-Australia.
In the shocking new report WWF estimates that, all up, over 8 million
hectares of bushland across NSW—10% of the entire state—could
be lost to Baird’s bulldozers if the new laws are passed.
NPA CEO Kevin Evans said: “Mike Baird is robbing future
generations of their natural heritage. Nothing the Baird government
has done even comes close to the scandal of pushing koalas to
extinction.
“Talk about taking one for the team! Baird and the Liberals will be
remembered as the government who sold koalas out to big
agribusiness and developer mates—for the political gain of the
National Party.”
The Western Lands Act was passed in 1901 as a response to
catastrophic erosion in the west resulting from clearing, overgrazing
and drought. Now they’re allowing 86% of the Western Division to be
cleared. “Mike Baird, at the behest of the National Party, is casting
NSW back 115 years to a form of land management whose legacy on
soils is still felt today.”
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3. …………………………………..
Address: ……………………………………...
……………………………………PC ………
Phone(s) ………………………………………..

2 …………………………………
3 …………………………………
MEMBERSHIP FEES (please circle one item)
Single $35 Concession (Senior/Student)$25
Household $40 Household Concession $30
Corporate (negotiable)
Membership (circled above) $ ………
Donation (tax deductible)
$ ………
Bushwalkers: please add
$20 per walker per annum. $ ………
TOTAL AMOUNT
$.............
Send my copy of Hut News by
Please tick box
mail
internet only

□

□

Would you like to be involved in any of the
following activities or working groups? (Please
underline):
Land use/development issues; Environmental
Education; Threatened species issues; Website
and social media; Plant nursery assistance;
Bushcare; Publicity/photography; Water
quality/sourcing studies; Administration;
ENQUIRIES: Phone 02 4757 1872
Email: membership@bluemountains.org.au

A BEQUEST: Please
remember us in your Will.
The Law Society of NSW recommends
the following wording: “I bequeath the
sum of $ … to the Blue Mountains
Conservation Society Inc. for its general
purposes and declare that the receipt of
the treasurer for the time being of the
Blue Mountains Conservation Society
shall be complete discharge to my
executors in respect of any sum paid to
the Blue Mountains Conservation
Society”.
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BLUE MOUNTAINS
CONSERVATION SOCIETY
Blue Mountains Conservation Society is a
community organisation working to achieve
the preservation and regeneration of the
natural environment of the Greater Blue
Mountains.
The Society believes that World Heritage
status provides an opportunity for local
community members to become custodians of
the unique biodiversity and scenery of the
Blue Mountains.
The Mission of the Society is to help conserve
the natural environment of the Blue
Mountains.
The Aims and Objectives
of the Society are to:

 Disseminate and foster an understanding
of the ideals of Conservation.

 Promote the need for ecological
sustainability.

 Protect the natural environment—flora,
fauna, habitat, water, land and air.

 Actively oppose those human activities
which degrade or destroy the natural
environment.

 Repair the adverse effects of human
activities upon the environment.

Bobby of the Wallerawang Tribe. By Jim Smith.
There was a short mention of the headstone of an Aboriginal
man “Bobby” at Barton Park Cemetery Wallerawang in the
September issue of Hut News. Some readers may be interested
to know a little bit more about him. His death certificate notes
that he was “Never baptised but generally called Bobby Cullen.
(A half-caste) labourer” His father was identified only as “Joe, a
European in the employment of Mr Dalhunty of Cullen Bullen”
and his mother “Nelly, an aborigine”. He died, aged about 20, on
4 May 1856 after suffering from dysentery for 14 days. The
burial ceremony was performed by Robina Walker of
Wallerawang with George Michael Diehm and Carl M. Fuller as
witnesses.
The wording on the headstone reads: “Dedicated by Archibald
James Walker in memory of BOBBY and the WALLEROWANG
[sic] ABORIGINE TRIBE 4 May 1856”. These words could be
taken to imply that Bobby was the last of the Wallerawang tribe,
however there are people living today who claim descent from
this group. The best known members of this “tribe” or clan were
in the Myles family and there is a surviving breastplate engraved
with the words “Jemmy Myles Prince of Wywandy.” His father
(“King Myles” in the absurd terminology of the time) died in
1848.
In my view there is a large amount of ethnographic evidence
that the Wywandy people of the upper Cox River spoke the
Gundungurra language and the initial native title claim made by
the Gundungurra Tribal Council Aboriginal Corporation included
this area. However today, signposting in the Lithgow district
asserts that the original inhabitants were Wiradjuri.

 Encourage the love of the natural

environment by conducting a regular
program of bushwalks.

 Increase the pool of expert knowledge

about the natural environment, through
meetings, excursions, research and other
activities.

 Provide information to the public on

matters of Conservation, especially
through the Conservation Hut at the
Valley of the Waters, Wentworth Falls.

As I was going to Mount Hay
As I was going to Mount Hay,
I met a man who'd lost his way.
He stopped and turned to me and said,
Mt. Wilson. How much further up ahead?

 Maintain close and friendly relations with
like-minded groups.

Charred
remains of
dozens of
millipedes
after
hazard
reduction
fire, Blue
Mountains
National
Park,
Glenbrook
August
2016
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A simple question I must confess,
That put me against his GPS.
He turned around and headed back
To the highway and off this track.
I'm puzzled by the capitulation
To this gadget across the nation.
It later dawned on me: I betcha
He'd taken his GPS from a Cessna.
- Kerry James
Readers of Hut News are invited to send a poem
inspired by the Blue Mountains, maximum of 20 lines.
Poems can be emailed to Brendan Doyle
brendan049@gmail.com or posted to Poets’ Corner
at 5 Lurline Street, Wentworth Falls 2782.
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A BLUE TRAIL:

Natural and cultural experiences in the western Blue Mountains

29. GLENROY, Middle Cox’s Catchment
The Casuarina-studded confluence of the Coxs River and River
Lett marks one of the most significant historic sites in the Greater
Blue Mountains. Governor Macquarie had instructed William
Cox to build a road from Emu Ford to Bathurst and, by April 1815,
the Governor himself and Mrs Elizabeth Macquarie were
inspecting the road in his coach. The Governor conducted the
first Anglican service in Australia west of the Nepean River on 1 st
May 1815, now marked by a roadside plaque.
By March 1816, preparations for the stockade for convict road
gangs at Glenroy were underway. Glenroy is on the traditional
lands of the Wiradjuri people but it was probably indigenous
people from east of the Wiradjuri’s lands who staged a raid on
Glenroy’s provision depot later in 1816. This is noted as the first
violent confrontation between indigenous Australians and settlers
along the route of the newly completed Coxs Road. All obvious
evidence of the stockade had disappeared by 1914 and it is now
an archaeological site.
The historical ambience and natural beauty of Glenroy are
wonderful. It is a pity that a nearby quarry has added to the
speeding traffic that visitors on foot must brave to appreciate it.
Also, nearly all of the land around the river confluence is in private
hands. Lithgow Council should create some public reserves and
footpaths at Glenroy.

Don Morison.

Images: Coxs River at Glenroy after heavy rain.
The plaque reads: “The first divine service west
of the Blue Mountains was held here about on
April 30, 1815, in the presence of Governor
Macquarie. Nearby he established a military
station to guard the original western road which
passed here crossing the River Lett and Cox’s
River by the first bridges built west of the blue
Mountains. Blaxland Shire Council.”
Recalling an impressive era of religious
architecture - Christ the King Church, Taralga.
(Photos by Christine Davies)
30. ROMAN CATHOLIC BUILDINGS, Taralga.
The police station in Macarthur Street, Taralga,
is serenely overwhelmed by the ensemble of
Roman Catholic buildings opposite. The 1928
convent, 1934 Christ the King Church and
priest’s residence are uncrowded in what appear
to be their original grounds. They are a
reminder of the social cohesion (but also
interdenominational rivalries) from an era when
“no religion” was not an option on the Australian
census and country town life in NSW can be
imagined without electronic devices in every
child’s bedroom.
The design of Christ the King Church is typical
of Catholic churches of its era, yet the result is
special. Perhaps it’s the redness of the local
bricks, the cloud patterns constantly seen in the
tableland sky when you photograph it, or the
amount of trouble parishioners go to in order
that visitors be impressed when they view the
interior. You are allowed to do this on most
days (as with the Anglican Church at Carcoar
near Blayney).
Religious buildings in many parts of NSW are
recycled, crowded by unsympathetic, unrelated
structures around them, or compromised by
inappropriate alterations or colour schemes. It
is refreshing to see this ensemble which has
none of these problems.

This “Blue Trail” is a collective description for
sites in the western Blue Mountains that arouse
natural or cultural interest or both. Most are
only a short walk from roads or vehicular tracks.
One day, a high quality walking path may link
them.
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BLUE MOUNTAINS CONSERVATION SOCIETY Inc: BUSHWALKING ACTIVITIES
Membership of the bushwalking group is open to Society members. The BMCS Bushwalking Guide which explains the
numbered grades can be found on the Society’s website www.bluemountains.org.au or can be posted on request. For more
information call Maurice Kerkham 4739 4942, mobile 04024 02783, email mauricekerkham@hotmail.com or write to PO Box
29, Wentworth Falls 2782. Late changes to the program will be published on the website.
SATURDAY WALKS: Usually a full day longer walk at a faster pace. Bring morning tea, lunch and adequate water. If you
are a new walker to Saturday walks, before attending contact the designated contact person or the Group Co-ordinator
Harold Thompson harold.thompson@bigpond.com 6355 1762 or mobile 0409 010 737
Saturday Walks driver reimbursement: In an effort to ensure that car drivers are adequately compensated for the use of their
vehicles a driver reimbursement policy applies (Check www.bluemountains.org.au Saturday Walks page for details)
Nov 19 River Cave. Repeat by popular demand. Wet feet guaranteed. Contact Leader Emanuel 4757 1090
emanuelanddi@yahoo.com.au Map Rock Hill
Dec 3
Grose River Loop. Part off track, wet feet. Swimming opportunities. Leader Diana Levy. 47513935 or
diana.r.levy@gmail.com Meet at Springwood Stn. North side. 8.00am. 10km. Grade 3/4. Map Kurrajong.
Dec 10 Mt Hay & beyond to Boorang Crags. Great views over the Grose Valley. Leader Eddie. 47842691 Meet at Leura
Primary School. 8.30am. 9km. Grade 3. Map Katoomba.
Dec 17 Transit of Venus & Paradise Pool. Swimming opportunities. Leader Bob. 0408947325 or
bob.reyswood@yahoo.com.au Meet Woodford Stn. south side 8.00am. 9km. Grade 2. Map Katoomba.
Dec 22. Saturday Walker’s Christmas Party. Venue Grand View Hotel,Wentworth Falls. Booking essential. Contact Bob.
0408947325 or email at
bob.reyswood@yahoo.com.au
MONDAY LEISURE WALKS: Short Day walks of 3-5 hours, suitable for walkers of an average fitness. Bring morning tea
and lunch and adequate water. The Group Co-ordinator is Keith Dorrian, 4736 1010, 04111 62345, keithdor53@hotmail.com
Nov 14 Red Hands Cave. Ancient rock art, Blue Mountains National Park, Glenbrook. Meet Glenbrook Station, east car
park 8.30 am. Car pool. Ben Godbehere 0423 450 200.. Grade 3.
Nov 21 Valley of the Waters, Wentworth Falls. Link up with Overcliff track and onto Inspiration Point for lunch. Meet
Wentworth Falls Station car park 8.45 am. Car pool. Meredith 4782 4723. Grade 3.
Nov 28 Adeline Falls, Faulconbridge. Climb down to creek and falls. Meet Faulconbridge station car park north side 10am.
Maurice 0402 402 783. Grade 2.
Dec 5
National Pass, Wentworth Falls. One of the best. Meet Wentworth Falls Station car park 8.45 am. Car pool.
Chris Smith 4787 6979. Grade 3.
Dec 12 Christmas Party Harbour Cruise. 3.5 hrs. Morning tea, lunch, dessert, optional bingo etc. Cost $45. Self purchase
bar on board. Each person needs to phone 1300 551 804 and book/pay for themselves. Ask for Seniors and Retirees Big
Day Out booked in the name of Judith Dyer. 30 seats available. Meet The Pier, opposite the Star Casino, at 10.45am.
Judith Dyer 0419 780 640.
THURSDAY PLEASURE WALKS: Walks 2-3 hours conducted at a leisurely pace to suit walkers on the day. Bring morning
tea, adequate water and lunch if noted. Group Co-ordinator is Beverley Thompson, 4757 2076, denfenella12@bigpond.com
Nov 10 Chester Trail, Rocket Point, Mulheran’s Masterpiece, Wentworth Falls. Meet Stockyard Car Park 9.30am. Leader
Beverley 4757 2076. Car pool. Take lunch. Grade 2
Nov 17 Frederica Falls, Lawson. Commence on pleasant bush track then steep descent on fire trail to falls. Meet Lawson
Bowling Club car park 10.00am. Car pool. Take lunch. Leader Beverley 4757 2076. Grade 2
Nov 24 Castle Head, Katoomba. Different view of Mount Solitary. Meet Katoomba Station north side 9.30am. Leader
Maurice 4739 4942. Car pool $5. Take lunch. Grade 2
Dec 1
Circular Walk to Adam’s Lookout, Hazelbrook. Meet Hazelbrook Station Car Park south side 10.00am. Leader
Beverley 4757 2076. Car pool. Take lunch. Grade 2
Dec 8
Christmas Party at Lindsay’s house. Please phone Lindsay on 4751 6640 for details.
Dec 15 Walls Cave, Blackheath. Meet Blackheath Neighbourhood Centre 10.00am Leader Tracy 0434 362 611. Car pool.
Take lunch. Grade 2
Read about our bushwalkers’ exploits on Facebook with
lots of wonderful photos.
https://www.facebook.com/BmcsBushwalking and
https://www.facebook.com/bmcslongerbushwalks
BMCS Planning and Development Resource Kit
Do you want to take action on an environmental issue in
your neighbourhood or the Blue Mountains more
broadly?
Do you want information about the laws and procedures
relating to development and environmental protection?
Find out what YOU can do! Go to the Planning and
Development Resource Kit www.bluemountains.org.au/
pdrk-welcome.shtml
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Not For Me
Commend me to those silly B’s
Who walk when they could be at ease
And stumble thru a rough bush track
With heavy boots and aching back,
And when their stomachs hit their backs
They pause and ease off heavy packs,
There’s no food steaming on the table —
They cook their own if they are able —
Oh give me lots and lots of ease
And nice soft beds to lay in, please,
The hard bush track I’ll never roam,
For me the comfort of a home.
Dot Smith c 1945-50.
From “Sing with the Wind (100 Bushwalkers’Poems)”
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