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The Society has been 
campaigning to have 
N e w n e s  P l a t e a u 
designated a  State 
Conservation Area and 
included in the Gardens of 
Stone National Park 
administration.  The 
Plateau includes unique 
plants, spectacular rock 
formations, canyons, 
f o r e s t e d  v a l l e y s , 
heathlands, rainforest 
gorges and a number of 
enthralling bushwalking 
experiences. 

The names of the 
various sights are as marvellous as the 
experiences they offer - the Lost City, 
Wolgan Falls, Birds Rock, Blackfellows 
Hand Cave, Bald Trig, Lurlene Jack, 
Carne Creek Shrub Swamp and 
Bungleboori Creek. 

The Society and the Colong 
Foundation commissioned a consultancy 
to identify the advantages of having 
Newnes declared a  State Conservation 
Area, called the Gardens of Stone 2 
Proposal. 

The Consultant’s Report has been 

received and its highlights will be 
presented to the June Monthly Meeting 
on Friday 26 June at the Conservation 
Hut.  The presentation will be supported 
by a power-point presentation of 
photographs of the Plateau and a review 
of the bushwalking opportunities noted 
in the Report. 

Photo:  Pagoda with ironstone ledges, a 
feature of Newnes Plateau 

National Climate Emergency Rally:  Saturday 13 June 
 The National Climate Emergency Rally is an initiative of Australia's 
Climate Action Summit, when over 140 community climate groups came 
together in Canberra in February 2009 to plan community action on climate 
change.  It has been organized as part of the Countdown to Copenhagen 
when governments of the world will meet, in December 2009, to forge 
critical new global agreements to deal with climate change. planet and the

The rally presents an opportunity for Australians, appalled by the Carbon 
Pollution Reduction Scheme (CPRS) in its current form, to stand up for 
stronger government action on climate change.  There are rallies planned 
for Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, Perth, Brisbane, Canberra, Wollongong 
and Hobart on the same day..

In Sydney, the Rally will begin with speakers and stalls at Barangaroo 
(The Hungry Mile, Hickson Rd, Millers Point) at 10am.  From 11am, the 
march will proceed on a route through The Rocks and Circular Quay, 
finishing outside Kevin Rudd's Sydney office on Phillip St about midday. 

Wear RED and bring red banners and props, to communicate the 
urgency of real action on climate change.

Blue Mountains residents wishing to use public transport will need to 
catch the 7.25am train from Katoomba. Proposed track work means buses 
will replace trains between Blacktown and Central. Take a city circle train 
and get off at Wynyard, where the organizers plan to have signs and 
marshals to assist us.

For more information go to www.climaterally.org

See you there, Robin Mosman and Rosemary Lathouris

From the 
President . . .

Wandering along Lawson ridge, I 
was spellbound by the beauty and 
richness of the bush that surrounds us. 
The variety of eucalypts, birds, wattles 
and grevilleas is truly amazing; so it is 
no wonder that the State Government 
sees National Parks as places appealing 
to tourists. 

We support people visiting the bush 
in sustainable ways—which means 
locating the 'eco-resorts' outside National 
Parks! A new 800-bed village in 
Kosciuszko National Park has been 
announced and plans for new cabins 
inside Arakoon State Conservation Area 
are being pursued, despite vigorous 
opposition from the local tourism 
industry.

We are working to protect the bush.  
After all National Parks are supposed to 
be 'primarily for nature conservation'. 
Locating infrastructure inside parks will 
invariably have impacts such as clearing 
for construction and fire management. 
The 'high yield' visitors the government 
is so worried about are well cared for in 
our B&B's and boutique hotels. 

To finish on a positive note, a big 
thank you to all who have helped with 
the relocation of our Lawson nursery. 
Growing plants is such an enjoyable 
thing to do and we always welcome new 
volunteers, If interested, please call 
Kevin Bell 4787 6436, or email      
kevinbell@eftel.net.au Tara Cameron.

Administrative Assistant 
 Do you have office admin/clerical 
experience and time to help our Admin-
istration Officer for a half day or more a 
week?  Please contact Rob Baigent 
4759 3104 robbaigent@iprimus.com.au

Blue Mountains Conservation Society                                                                   
Monthly Meeting 

7:30 pm, Friday, June 26, 2009 
Conservation Hut, far western end        

of Fletcher St. Wentworth Falls. 
 

VISITORS ARE WELCOME. 

June Monthly Meeting:  Newnes Plateau 
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Bells Line Expressway 
won't be built: RTA 

 The New South Wales Roads and 
Traffic Authority (RTA) has announced 
it has no plans to build the Bells Line 
Expressway.  

The RTA has released its transport 
vision for the Central West at the NSW 
Local Roads Congress.  It told local 
mayors that planned upgrades to the 
Great Western Highway would 
adequately address concerns about the 
region's transport shortfalls.

Nursery News 
 It’s that time of the year when we 
close our nurseries for June and July but 
we will re-open in August with plenty of 
lovely local plants to tempt you for 
Spring planting. However, we will be at 
the Lawson Magpie Markets on the 3rd

Sunday of the winter months if you need 
plants before August.

We have moved all our stock from 
our old Lawson premises to the new 
facility which is functioning well and 
will give us expanded space to house all 
the contract plants as well as stock for 
general sale. Members will have noticed 
that work on highway widening has 
begun at Lawson and we will be 
supplying the plants for landscaping with 
first deliveries scheduled for September 
of this year and later deliveries in March 
and September 2010.

Over the last few weeks nursery 
volunteers have been potting-on large 
numbers of Kennedia rubicunda (the 
Dusky Coral-pea) where we had an 
unexpected near 100% germination from 
seed after treating with boiling water. 
This vigorous groundcover/climber, 
named after an early English gardener, 
John Kennedy, who promoted the 
cultivation of Australian plants, has 
beautiful dusty-red flowers which hang 
in a showy display amid attractive green 
foliage. It is particularly suitable for the 
lower and mid-mountains as it suffers a 
little in frost, tolerates dry conditions and 
is useful for growing on a trellis or 
pergola. Every garden should have one.

Why all this promotion? It comes 
from the pleas of the nursery volunteers 
who have spent hours in disentangling 
dozens of these as they grow rapidly 
alongside each other in trays. They hope 
that all the plants will be sold and spare 
them this arduous task.  Will you help, if 
not to buy, at least to become a nursery 
volunteer? Just give me a call at 
47876436 or kevinbell@eftel.net.au

Kevin Bell, Nursery Manager.

Welcome to new members 
Matthew Dimmock, Hazelbrook

Maureen Rogers, Glenbrook
Glenn Burns, Japan

Sustainable Living 
Beat the electricity price increase

Electricity prices in NSW will be 
increased by about 20% in July this year. 
This provides a substantial incentive for 
everyone to reduce electricity 
consumption.   

With our governments (and 
opposition) offering such weak 
greenhouse gas abatement options it is 
imperative that individuals do as much 
as possible to ensure that we do not get 
catastrophic climate changes. 

Many of the changes which can be 
made will actually save money as well as 
reduce carbon emissions, and there are 
also several government rebates 
available to assist with making the more 
expensive changes such as installing 
insulation, changing to solar hot water, 
and generating your own solar 
electricity.

Reminder:  Entries for our Sustainable 
Living Competion close on 30 June 
2009.  

Book Review 
 Wild Neighbours, the humane 
approach to living with wildlife, by 
Ian Temby  is a wonderful book to 
read if you have native wildlife or 
introduced wildlife in you garden.

The author has a vast working 
experience with wildlife, including fauna 
surveys, working as a volunteer ranger 
on a property now owned by Birds 
Australia. He is the Wildlife Damage 
Control Officer with the Victorian Dept 
of Environment and is currently working 
on the challenges of grey-headed flying-
foxes to orchardists; cockatoo damage 
management and snakes in urban areas.

He discusses the contentious issue of 
whether “To feed or not to feed wildlife” 
and says that although people do get 
pleasure from feeding wildlife, there are 
several problems with doing this, for 
example, the spread of disease to wildlife 
and humans; wild animals can become 
pests to some humans and property 
damage may result.  His advice is to 
plant native local vegetation to allow the 
animals to feed themselves, plus 
suggestions for those humans who do 
have bird feeders in their yard.

There are lots of tips, such as laying 
chicken wire just under the mulch to 
deter lyrebirds from digging, close up 
holes and gaps in houses to prevent 
possums and snakes entering and to 
enjoy wallabies and kangaroos on their 
terms.

His love of wildlife is evident in his 
writing and Liz Bastion has contributed 
terrific drawings.  It is an essential book 
for anyone living near the bush.

Meredith Brownhill.

HUT NEWS EDITORIALS
The deadline for the next issue               
of Hut News is 20th June 2009

MEMBERSHIP ENQUIRIES
Lachlan Garland,  phone: 4757 1929 

email: lachlan@hermes.net.au 
PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls 2782

BUSHCARE GROUP
Valley of the Waters Bushcare Group 

meets second Saturday of each month, 
9am till noon.  Tools and gloves are 
available.  Bring a drink, a snack and a 
hat.  New members are always 
welcome.  Phone Karen on 4757 1929.

“Hut News”, the newsletter of  
Blue Mountains Conservation Society Inc.  

P.O. Box 29, Wentworth Falls, 2782 
Phone 4757 1872          Fax 4757 1753  
Email:  bmcs@bluemountains.org.au

Web page:  www.bluemountains.org.au
President::  Tara Cameron 
 4751 1130 domtara@bigpond.com 
Senior Vice President: Liz van Reyswoud   
 4757.2694, 0418206899  
 mcreysw@bigpond.net.au 
Second Vice President::  John Haydon 

0403 797 585 
 jhaydonmc@optusnet.com.au 
Treasurer:  Bart Beech    (h)4739 9947  
 (f)9688 1440 (w)9896 9512 
 bbeech@invensys.com.au 
Administration Officer: Rob Baigent 
 4759 3104 robbaigent@iprimus.com.au 
Bushcare/Threatened Species Officer: 
 Clive Heywood Barker  4782 3345 
 ozubundu@hotmail.com 
CC/Sustainability Officer:  Helen Deane 
 4787 6797 helen.deane@gmail.com 
Environmental Education Officer:  

Chris Yates 4784 3407 
 christopher.yates@education.nsw.gov.au 
Lithgow Regional Subcommittee 
Coordinator:  Chris Jonkers 6355 1179 
 chrisandjulie@active8.net.au 
Meetings Secretary: Michael Maack 

4751 3623 maack@ozemail.com.au 
Membership Secretary:  Lachlan Garland 
 4757 1929  lachlan@hermes.net.au  
Monthly Meeting Convenor:  David Brazil 
 4784 3496 david@dbrazil.com 
National Parks Officer:  Brian Marshall     
 4784.1148, marabeni@optusnet.com.au 
Plant Nursery Manager:  Kevin Bell 
 ph/fax 4787.6436  kevinbell@eftel.net.au 
Publicity Officer:  David Hall 040 412 3001 
 david.delegate@idx.com.au 
Website Officer:  David Bowskill 4757 3416 
 webmaster@bluemountains.org.au 
Project Officer-Gardens of Stone: 
 Karen McLaughlin 6355 2835 
 karen.mclaughlin@ozemail.com.au 
Bushfire Representative: Hugh Paterson 
 4751.2303, mob 0427 512 303    
 goodbush@pnc.com.au 
Walks Convenor:  Liz van Reyswoud 
 4757 2694    
 bushwalks@bluemountains.org.au 
Landuse Officer:  Sidney Ryrie 
 4751 4389 gaiagirl@bigpond.com 
Newsletter Editor:  Christine Davies 
 4787 7246  
 hutnews@bluemountains.org.au 
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GVEHO funding for BMCS 
 Federal Member for Macquarie, Bob 
Debus announced on 15 May  that five 
local volunteer environment and heritage 
organisations will receive funding under 
the Grants to Voluntary Environment 
and Heritage Organisations (GVEHO) 
program. 

The successful groups are:  Mt 
Wilson and Mt Irvine Historical Society 
Inc $1,500;  Blue Mountains Association 
Of Cultural Heritage Organisations Inc 
$2,300;  Zig Zag Railway Cooperative 
Ltd $3,600;  The City of Greater 
Lithgow Mining Museum Inc $2,300; 
and Blue Mountains Conservation 
Society Inc $5,000 pa for 3 years 

“This year, the Federal Government 
more than doubled the funding available 
under the program, benefiting 184 
environment and 65 heritage 
organisations nationally.  The funds are 
provided for administration costs to 
ensure that groups can use more of their 
budget to achieve their aims of 
conserving and protecting Australia's 
natural environment and historic 
heritage,” Mr Debus said. 

Wind Power is Growing  
 Origin Energy has announced that it 
has bought private company Wind Power 
which owns wind farm development 
sites in Victoria, for an undisclosed sum.  
Origin said that, together with existing 
sites and options, the acquisition 
increases its access to a wind 
development portfolio by 1,460 
megawatts to over 2,000 megawatts.

Both of Australia’s large listed 
integrated energy companies, Origin and 
AGL Energy, are investing in wind 
power to meet their obligations under the 
federal government’s 20% renewal 
energy target by 2020.

Wind Power has several wind 
resources sites including the 484 
megawatt Stockyard Hill wind farm near 
Ballarat.

Ban on plastic bags 
 A ban on plastic bags in the state of 
South Australia went into effect in May 
and the retailer Target Australia plans to 
eliminate plastic bags from all of its 
stores countrywide.

The South Australian ban prevents 
stores from providing thin, single-use 
plastic bags, but still allows fruit and 
vegetable bags and thicker department 
store bags.  The remaining options for 
shoppers are to buy reusable bags or 
compostable bags, which must be able to 
be composted by worms and 
microorganisms. 

South Australia is the lone state in 
the country to enforce such a ban, and 
environmental groups are using its 
passage to push for a nationwide plastic 

bag ban.

One retailer is setting its own 
nationwide ban. Target Australia said it 
will no longer offer single use plastic 
bags at its 283 stores in Australia as of 
June 1 this year. The stores will only 
offer reusable bags, for $1, or 
compostable bags, for 10 cents. Profits 
will go a children's charity, the Alannah 
and Madeline Foundation.

Target estimates it gives out 100 
million bags a year, and South Australia 
expects its ban will eliminate 400 million 
bags a year. All of Australia uses about 
four billion plastic bags annually.

Environmental Notes 
from David Hall

As much as 40% of the greenhouse 
gas emissions in the developed world 
comes from commercial buildings. 

The remedy seems to be in 
recognising that most of the energy used 
in a commercial building goes to heating 
and cooling so efficient boilers and air 
conditioners are a minimum requirement. 

Water is one of the hidden costs. 
Conserving water can be as 
straightforward as fixing leaks and 
installing sensors or sprays to the end of 
taps. A grass carpet on the roof not only 
insulates the building but absorbs water 

and helps to avoid flooding. 

Energy efficient lighting cuts carbon 
emissions and a network of sensors can 
turn lights off when people are not 
present. Thermally efficient glazing 
helps to keep heat in, while 
electrochromic windows that darken in 
response to sunlight can keep heat out. 
Computers and other electronic 
equipment generate large amounts of 
heat which must be vented. This can be 
put to work in heating the building if 
rooms are properly designed. 

If the Commonwealth and State 
Governments were serious about Climate 
Change they could require commercial 
building owners to do a greenhouse gas 
emissions audit every couple of years 
and list the results on a Local Council 
Register so that progress with reductions 
could be monitored. 

Source: The Financial Times. 

Donations to BMCS 
 June—time to beat the tax man and 
make your $2 plus tax deductible 
donat ion to  Blue Mountains 
Conservation Society.  Cheques please to 
The Treasurer, (address on page 2) or go 
to http://www.bluemountains.org.au/
About/donation.html

BLUE MOUNTAINS CONSERVATION SOCIETY
SUSTAINABLE LIVING COMPETITION

The Prize is $6000 (approx.)
Includes $2000 from BMCS to be spent on energy- or water-saving devices,
PLUS a complete 1kW solar PV system from Aussie Solar,
AND free labour for installation of solar or water systems 

from GoEnviro Plumbing.

For the Blue Mountains household that can make the greatest per person 
reduction in energy and water consumption  during a 12-month period.

There are many ways to reduce energy and water consumption, and lots of them 
will cost you nothing or even save money:   Here are just a few :  turn off lights 
when not needed;  turn off appliances at the socket to stop the ‘standby’ power 

consumption;  reduce shower times;  only use the washing machine when you have a full 
load of clothes;  don’t boil excess water when making hot drinks;  use a bucket to collect the 

initial cold water from the hot tap for use elsewhere;  reduce winter indoor temps and 
increase summer indoor temps;  use cold water for clothes washing;  don’t flush the toilet 

after every use;  discard enerby-inefficient bar fridges (buy ice instead) ……  

See our website www.bluemountains.org.au for more information.  

Supported by Blue Mountains City Council

Entries close 30 June 2009.  Competition ends 30 July 2010

ENTER NOW
Fill in the box and post it or phone or email details to BMCS before 30 June.

(PO Box 29, Wentworth Falls, 2782; (02)4757 1872; bmcs@bluemountains.org.au) 
I wish to enter the BMCS Sustainable Living Competition.

Name:  ………………………………………………………………………………

Address: …………………………………………….................................................

Phone: …………..……   Email …………………………………………………..
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 Ask members about the Society’s 
Mission and what is done to achieve it, 
and comments such as: protecting 
Newnes Plateau Shrub Swamps, 
advocating rail improvements versus 
new highways, promoting ‘gateway-
town’ facilities rather than constructing 
competition in parks, drinking tap water 
rather than commercially bottled 
groundwater, stopping 26m B-dubs from 
parting the ‘sandstone curtain’, and 
advocating greenhouse gas emission 
(GGE) targets that save the ecosystems 
of the Blue Mountains and the Great 
Barrier Reef.  If one waits long enough, 
someone might mention population 
control (the elephant in the room!) and 
there will be an uncomfortable silence.

This article will break that silence 
and put population control (i.e. the need 
to attain a sustainable population within 
the context of climate change) at the 
head of any list.  Why?  Because a 
sustainable future for humans and the 
planet’s natural ecosystems depends on 
it.  The time for saying ‘shhh’ is past. 

Many of our members have religious 
beliefs or other concerns that make 
population control taboo.  When I raised 
the matter at the 2008 Enviro Summit in 
Katoomba, the typical reaction was 
“that’s too contentious”.  Well, if this 
article offends, I regretfully say stop 
being offended and open your minds to 
the reality that confronts the Blue 
Mountains, Australia and the World.

Political parties and their masters 
(e.g., big and small business, unions and 
the media) implicitly require an 
increasing population to drive and 
sustain economic growth.  The Global 
Financial Crisis (GFC) has not changed 
this one bit.  Look at how the World’s 
leaders are responding to the GFC by 
using buckets of money (your money!) 
to shore-up the ‘economy’ (banks, 
transnational, multinational, national and 
medium-sized businesses).  This is done 

in the name of cushioning the recession 
and minimising unemployment until 
‘normal’ growth is reasserted.  There is 
no other game in town!  

Why should populations be reduced?  
The strongest argument for population 
reduction, or at worst stabilization, is 
that a county’s total GGEs is a direct 
function of its population’s energy use.  
As the population increases, energy 
consumption increases and GGEs 
increase.  Australia’s current population 
of >21 million is projected to be at least 
30 million by 2050, an increase of ~40%.  
In Labor’s 2007 commitment, total 
GGEs were to be stabilized at 40% of the 
2000 levels by 2050. Even if the per 
capita consumption trend is not altered 
by new residents, the commitment 
requires per capita energy consumption 
to ultimately fall to 40% of the 2000 
value.  In practice, a range of factors lead 
to new residents disproportionately 
inflating energy consumption, further 
compromising the capacity of the 
population to meet its GGE targets2. Do 
you think 40% or less is achievable?

The Government argues that the per 
capita sacrifice will be much less 
because of energy efficiencies such as 
‘clean coal’, wind and solar power, 
nuclear power and hot rock energy.  The 
only viable ones at a scale that could 
make a difference within the next 20-50 
years (if ever!) are wind and solar gener-
ation, yet Australia is focusing on ‘clean 
coal’. To place this in perspective, 
energy efficiency is improving at 0.3-
0.4% per annum, whilst the population 
(i.e. energy demand) is increasing at 
1.6% per annum2. Guess which is 
winning!

Countries at the upcoming 
Copenhagen conference will aim for 
consensus on GGE reductions, whilst 
concurrently striving for economic 
growth.    Many, including Australia, 
will do little or nothing to reduce their 

growing populations, so dealing with the 
nexus between climate change and 
population growth is dead in the water.  
This means Australia and the World 
have two chances (Buckley’s and none!) 
of attaining GGE mitigation targets that 
will prevent the worst effects of climate 
change. And this is irrespective of 
whether high, low, or no targets are 
agreed at Copenhagen.  Mitigation 
actions will continue, but the smart 
money will focus on adaptation.  The 
inexorable growth of the World’s 
population and industrialization is an 
environmental killer! 

Is this overly pessimistic?  No, I 
would claim it is realistic.  The failure to 
enact population policies that support 
rather than negate mitigation actions will 
necessitate local, country-wide and 
global adaptation to climate change 
impacts.  For those with teenage children 
or grandchildren, careers in civil, 
environmental ,  geological  and 
agricultural engineering, medicine (e.g. 
viral infections and tropical diseases), 
architecture (energy-efficient design), 
and climate science will be fulfilling, 
while there will be more need than ever 
to protect borders from climate change 
refugees and more aggressive forms of 
covetousness! So is there a positive note 
on which to finish?  Perhaps we should 
console ourselves with the view that 
there will be worse places to be than 
Australia.    Brian Marshall.
1 It is ‘fortunate’ that, in a World driven by 
the lemming-like pursuit of growth, a 
government can ‘nationalise’ the excesses of 
banks and other businesses under the guise of 
compassionately minimising unemployment.
2 See O’Connor & Lines, 2008, Overloading 
Australia, envirobook, Canterbury, NSW. 
Also go to Sustainable Population Australia 
Inc’s website http://www.population.org.au/ 
index.php/population/the-issues
3 Aren’t we all waiting for the economy to 
pick up so that we can enjoy the fruits of 
greed and exploitation, whilst making noble 
noises about saving the planet?

COMMENT:  Political courage is scarce – it is a time for realism!  by Brian Marshall.

Echo Point Koala exhibit  
 A development application has been 
lodged for a live animal exhibit (koalas 
and reptiles) at the ‘3 Sisters Plaza’, 
Echo Point.   The koala exhibit is 52 
square metres in total, located in a below 
ground display area inside the centre. 
The animals will be placed under bright 
lights during the times when they would 
usually sleep, ready for viewing and 
possibly handling by tourists.

Many of us are concerned about the 
welfare of these animals and this type of
tourism. It is a tasteless way to promote 
the World Heritage Area! 

Contact local Councillors to have 
your say:  http://www.bmcc.nsw.gov.au/ 
yourcouncil/councillors

Gunns on the attack  
 On April 24, a massive cargo ship 
carrying two giant turbines arrived in 
Bell Bay – an alarming development for 
those of us who had hoped Gunns’ attack 
on the Tamar Valley and our forests had 
stalled. It means the threat to Tasmania’s 
forests is now more urgent than ever.

Discussions with investors, banks 
and government suggest that the mill can 
be stopped, and that viable and 
sustainable jobs can be created in 
Tasmania without the Tamar Valley mill. 
Now we must ramp up the effort to 
educate ALL potential financial partners 
about the environmental and economic 
risks associated with the project.

Tasmania's forests are among the 

most important carbon stores in 
Australia – with climate change looming, 
destroying them would be sheer 
madness. If Gunns have their way and 
the Tamar pulp mill goes ahead, logging 
will increase dramatically. We will 
witness an unprecedented onslaught on 
Tasmania's forests, and a disastrous step 
backwards in tackling climate change. 

Now, more than ever, we must unite 
to show Gunns that we will not back 
down until this project is stopped 
completely and Tasmania's world-class 
forests are safe.  Together we WILL
stop the mill. Please donate today.

The Wilderness Society
 GPO Box 716, Hobart, Tasmania 7001, 
(visit) www.wilderness.org.au/protect  

(phone) 1800 030 641.  
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Red Gum Campaign 
 The National Parks Association of 
NSW has been pushing for four years to 
get Red Gums forests and wetlands 
along the Murray and Murrumbidgee 
Rivers protected in new national parks .

As a result of NPA’s 2008 report the 
Federal government has finally acted.  
Federal Environment Minister Peter 
Garrett has taken action to cease logging 
in the Ramsar-listed wetlands and to 
limit logging in Superb Parrot habitats.  
This has brought an immediate and 
widespread backlash from the logging 
industry. 

On the day the story broke, former 
NSW Premier Bob Carr was visiting the 
River Red Gum forests near Tocumwal 
with Andrew Cox (Executive Officer 
NPA) and Traditional Owners from the 
Yorta Yorta nation.  He called for an 
independent assessment to create new 
National Parks in the region and to 
restructure the timber industry with the 
provision of generous business exit and 
redundancy packages.

These recent developments have led 
the campaign to a crucial moment.  This 
is a great opportunity to get a rapid 
regional assessment undertaken, which 
will deliver new national parks and 
restructure the timber industry and meet 
legal requirements under state and 
federal environment laws.

This could be the outcome that the 
River Red Gums so desperately need.  
Donations can be sent to National Parks 
Assn of NSW, PO Box 337, Newtown 
NSW 2042, or call (02) 9299 0000.

Environmental volunteering 
in remote areas

Some years ago a bushwalker 
reported that willows had invaded the 
Colo River within the Wollemi 
Wilderness.  Along with the Capertee, its 
largest tributary, the Colo River winds 
through nearly 100 kilometres of 
amazing wild gorge country.  Other 
tributaries including the Wolgan and 
Wollangambe Rivers, and Wollemi 
Creek, are similarly contained within 
spectacular ravines.  This is the most 
rugged country on the Australian 
mainland.

In 2000 Ranger Vanessa Richardson 
organised a helicopter-supported canoe 
trip for staff and volunteers, to start 
dealing with the willows.  It was dubbed 
Willows out of Wollemi—or WOW.

The volunteers were so enthused that 
with Vanessa’s support they established 
the Friends of the Colo (FOC).  The 
group soon obtained its first 
Environmental Trust grant to conduct 
further WOWs.  It had at its core a group 
of energetic volunteers with skills 
including remote area bushwalking, 

canoeing and rafting, bush-regeneration 
and botany.  Most are still active in FOC.

Primary knockdown of the 6000-odd 
willows within the Park was achieved in 
2003, and along the Colo down to the 
Hawkesbury in 2006.  By then, the group 
was using rafts instead of canoes for the 
WOWs.  These were sometimes dropped 
in by helicopter and sometimes carried in 
on people’s backs.  On other occasions, 
sections of the river would be travelled 
by air-beds, or on foot.

Meanwhile, FOC was becoming 
concerned about other serious weeds it 
was encountering on the Colo, the 
Wolgan and the Capertee.  These include 
cape ivy (Delairea odorata), lantana 
(Lantana camara), tree of heaven 
(Ailanthus altissima) and honey locust 
trees (Gleditsia triacanthos).  With rafts 
being unsuitable in the more upstream 
parts, the group undertook bushwalks 
targeting these species while checking 
for emergent willows.  This has evolved 
into a biannual activity known as the 
Colo Colossus, inaugurated this April.

In early 2007 a group of FOC 
regulars was invited by Parks and 
Wildlife Tasmania to conduct a pilot 
activity on the remote southwest coast of 
Tasmania, aimed at controlling the 
invasion of the sea-born coastal weed sea 
spurge (Euphorbia paralias).  Again, the 
participants were so enthused they set up 
a volunteer group in Tasmania and 

successfully applied for an Envirofund 
grant.  Since then the group, known as 
SPRATS (Sea Spurge Remote Area 
Teams) has conducted two highly 
successful summer programs on the 
coast.  This last summer, 42 volunteers 
were involved in eight different sections 
of coast, all inserted and extracted by 
helicopter or boat.  The results have been 
impressive. The program will be further 
expanded next summer.

Such activities are only for those who 
enjoy looking after themselves in 
difficult terrain and potentially terrible 
weather.  However, it can be extremely 
rewarding, and for passionate wilderness 
bushwalkers it is one way of putting 
something back into the environment.

These may be the first projects in 
Australia to engage remote-area 
recreationists as environmental vol-
unteers in a sustained way.  The groups 
have achieved outcomes that could not 
have been achieved by other means, 
because of resource limitations of the 
agencies and the very nature of the work.

Even so, the sustainability of the 
projects cannot be assured.  Ongoing 
grant support is essential, especially in 
the case of the SPRATS project, while 
both projects depend on the sustained 
participation of committed individuals.  
As the old hands inevitably move on, 
new blood is required. Andy Macqueen, 
Friends of the Colo

.Loose Feathers, with Carol Probets 
 Recently I was sitting on a rock at the top of the Devil’s Hole, near Katoomba, all 
around me a cacophony of sounds and movement as dozens of Red Wattlebirds and 
New Holland Honeyeaters darted in and out of the shrubs, flocks of White-naped 
Honeyeaters wheeled around and a nearby gully was echoing with the loud metallic 
calls of the Crescent Honeyeater: E-gypt! E-gypt!

Winter is a time of abundance for nectar-feeding birds. Take a walk around any 
of the clifftop areas in the upper mountains at this time of year and you’re likely to 
find great concentrations of honeyeaters. Red Wattlebirds are the most obvious - big 
and loud - along with honeyeaters such as the New Holland, White-naped and 
Yellow-faced gathering in their hundreds to feed in the flowering banksias. Noisy 
Friarbirds (the ugliest honeyeaters of all) may be present in groups, Eastern 
Spinebills, Silvereyes, Crescent, White-eared, Brown-headed, and occasionally, 
Yellow-tufted, Scarlet and Fuscous Honeyeaters can also be found.

Of all the nectar-bearing plants in the sandstone country, none create such a 
frenzy of bird activity as the banksias. And winter is the time they are at their peak 
with at least four species flowering now: the Heath Banksia, B. ericifolia, with its 
long orange spikes especially loved by birds; B. marginata with its pretty, short 
yellow spikes; B. spinulosa, the Hairpin Banksia with its golden spikes and the larger 
B. cunninghamii with flowers which at times literally drip with nectar.

The honeyeaters as a group are naturally feisty birds, constantly chasing and 
jostling for the best flowers. They are highly vocal and never sit still! They are also 
often the birds to give the alarm when a raptor flies over. By recognising their “hawk 
alarm” calls you can be alerted to the presence of a sparrowhawk, goshawk or 
Peregrine Falcon soaring high overhead.

At this time of year keep a lookout for Swift Parrots, another nectar-feeder, like a 
lorikeet but not so raucous and with a longer tail. This endangered species migrates 
from Tasmania to winter on the mainland and have already turned up this season in 
the Capertee Valley and the Central Coast. In previous years they’ve been seen at 
Penrith, Shaw’s Creek Yarramundi and one record on Kings Tableland. Any 
‘Swifties’ seen should be reported to the woodland bird conservation team at Birds 
Australia on 1800 665766.   Carol Probets
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St Helena Crater  
Recovery Program  

Update of Progress:  18/19 April 2009
A party of four (Peter Miller and 

Marilyn Scott, Brisbane Waters Outdoor 
Club;  Jim Percy and Carol Lubbers, 
BMCS bushwalking group) met at the 
Woodford gate at 7.20 am on Saturday.  
Peter and Marilyn walked in from 
Woodford (6.5 km) while Jim and Carol 
decided to take the shorter (4.5 km) but 
far more vertical walk in from Martins 
Lookout.  Both groups arrived at the 
turnoff to the track down into the crater 
within five minutes of each other.

Mapping squares were assigned for 
Peter and Jim, while Marilyn and Carol 
went to look for overhangs in the south-
east of the crater.  “The exercise of 
mapping the weeds in a 50m by 50m 
square in steep and rough, weed and 
scrub and lawyer vine infested terrain is 
an interesting assignment which 
improves GPS knowledge and 
experience, but is HARD WORK” said 
Jim.  A number of overhangs were 
found, but well above the crater floor 
and not well located for camping or 
storing equipment.

On Sunday morning the group 
trekked down the creek to the junction 

with Western Creek.  Along the way Jim 
pointed out the large overhangs he 
remembered on the northern bank, large 
enough for several people to sleep and 
look to be dry when raining.  The group 
headed out of the crater, had lunch on the 
ridge, just finishing before the rain 
started.   “A wet three hour walk out, but 
at least the tents were packed dry” said 
Peter.

Licensed to kill ….. 
a vulnerable species 

The NSW state government is 
currently conducting a review regarding 
the issuing of licenses for orchardists to 
shoot the grey-headed flying fox, listed 
as a vulnerable species under the 
Threatened Species Conservation Act.   

This practice has been banned in 
Queensland as being “inhumane”.  The 
Minister for Climate Change and the 
Environment, Carmel Tebutt will soon 
decide whether to stop issuing these 
permits in NSW.   

The flying fox is a recognised 
keystone species for the pollination of 
native trees and for seed dispersal. They 
are important long range pollinators that 
promote genetic flow between species 
that are far apart.  

There has been a 30% decline in 
grey-headed flying fox numbers between 
1989 and 1999.   Culling by orchardists 
is a recognized threat.  It is also cruel.   
Research has shown that at least 27% of 
shot bats were still alive hours and 
sometimes days after being shot and that 
only 8% of injured animals were located 
and humanely killed (this is a licencing 
requirement).  

In its policy, NSW Department of 
Conservation and Climate Change 
(DECC) advocates that “full exclusion 
netting is the only reliable method for 
protecting fruit crops from damage by 
the flying fox.”

Netting is a much more reasonable 
alternative as there will be no impact on 
the flying fox, crops will be 100% 
protected (there are reports of orchards 
where shooting occurs still losing 65% 
of the crop), some estimate that the costs 
of netting will be recovered within one 
year by the resulting higher yields, most 
crops in northern NSW and QLD have 
been netted and have remained 
financially viable.

The Minister’s office is accepting 
written submissions.  Please write to:  
The Hon Carmel Tebbutt, MP, Level 3 
Governor Macquarie Tower, 1 Farrer 
Place Sydney NSW 2000.

“Just Add Water” 
 Lake Eyre region is blossoming after 
a decade long drought.

It’s taken four months for the water 
to reach Lake Eyre.  The flow began 
hundreds of kilometres away from 
flooding rains in far north Queensland.  
It’s been meandering its way down some 
of the great outbreak rivers to Birdsville 
and beyond to Lake Eyre.  When it rains, 
the Lake Eyre basin drains one sixth of 
the continent – an area about the size of 
France, Germany and Italy combined.

Birds have flown hundreds of 
kilometres to feast on huge food stocks 
that have built up rapidly in the 
waterways.  From Northern Australia 
10,000 whistling ducks have made their 
home on a stretch of the Diamantina 
River.  Pelicans in a huge breeding 
colony on a lake north of Birdsville 
number between 40,000 and 60,000, too 
close together to count.  Nobody knows 
how the birds know when Lake Eyre has 
been flooded, or how they know the way 
there from their coastal homes.

“We’ve just come out of one of the 
worst droughts in history, worst drought 
in white fella’s time, but just by adding 
water, the whole blood place transforms 
into magnificent looking country.  Bird 
life, the whole country comes alive.  So 
all you need to do is add water basically, 
and it turns it around” (Don Rowlands, 
Park Ranger).   

Source: The 7.30 Report.

May Monthly Meeting 
 Andy Macqueen, Writer, Historian and 
Remote Area Environmentalist was our May 
Monthly Meeting speaker. 

"Extreme volunteering might be a better 
description" said Andy before going on to 
describe trekking or canoeing into remote areas 
to carry out programmed conservation tasks for 
nine days and more at a time. 

Combating the spread of weeds such as 
willow, tree of heaven and cape ivy along the 
Colo River involved going into areas accessible 
only by canoe.  This could sound like a glorified 
camping holiday until it is discovered that the 
Colo is either almost impossible when the river 
is low and very dangerous rapids when the river 
is flowing. 

Remote Area Conservation in South-West 
Tasmania can involve trekking and camping out 
for weeks on end with food drops the only 
source of sustenance.  “Not for the faint hearted" said Andy. "A Remote Area 
Volunteer is expected to carry their own pack with their own provisions" 

Andy and some friends began their Remote Area Conservation on the Colo River 
as a private initiative. This soon evolved into the Friends of the Colo which has since 
worked on 10 rivers, the Friends developing such a reputation for effective work that 
the call came from Tasmania for help in controlling and eliminating the scourge of 
sea spurge, a weed that infests the south west coast of Tasmania. The Friends of Colo 
responded and Andy has since spent a lot of time in South West Tasmania working 
as a Volunteer and setting up SPRATS, a Remote Area Conservation Volunteer 
Organisation dedicated to the task . 

The south west coast of Tasmania is certainly not for the faint hearted either. "We 
go in for weeks at a time" said Andy "Our food has to left along the way and, 
hopefully not taken by the wildlife."

Anyone wanting to help with Remote Area Conservation could contact Andy at 
lizandymacqueen@internode.on.net

Photo:  Andy McQueen and Tara Cameron
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 A birdwatcher’s dream 
 Just a kilometre or so past the Golden 
Staircase at Narrow Neck, there is a 
locked gate.  The intention was to go in 
search of the migrating honeyeaters.  I 
knew they would be there at this time of 
year.  You don’t need to walk very far, a 
short fifty metre track and I plonked 
myself down, with a coffee, biscuit and 
binoculars.

Birds galore, parrots, cockatoos;  
heathland and honeyeaters soared, flew, 
glided and sang.  In the Jamison Valley 
on the other side of Narrow Neck I could 
hear the distant call of a Lyrebird (is 
there a more beautiful sound?) and the 
echo of Bellbirds.

New Hollands love the heathland;  
the familiar call of the Eastern Spinebill;  
three Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos 
flew overhead.  As a well-known cricket 
commentator often remarks ‘it’s all 
happening!’

I could hear the familiar ‘chick-up’ 
call of the Yellow-faced and White-
naped Honeyeaters as hundreds flew up 
from the valley and through the foliage, 
stopping briefly on tree tops before 
moving on.  The White-naped Honey-
eater is a rather beautiful bird, upper 
parts olive green, under white, black cap 
with an orange red eye crescent.   I had a 
really good look at them for maybe 
around forty five minutes.  Should also 
mention these two species were joined 
by Red Wattle Birds.  Whilst sitting here 
in ‘seventh heaven’ I was fortunate to 
see around three feathertail flies floating 
gracefully past.  Saw only two or three 
other individuals whilst up on the plateau 
– super fit looking guys who looked as 
though they had just run a marathon or 
competed in a triathlon.  Strange place 
and each to his own I suppose, but I bet 
they didn’t see the migrating 
honeyeaters!!

Whilst having lunch later at Cahill’s 
picnic area I didn’t need binoculars as a 
couple of friendly Rock Warblers and 
White-browed Scrubwrens scurried 
around my feet.  

The following day I picked up my 
three year old grand-daughter Emma.  I 
have a bird tape which she nearly always 
asks me to put on.  Indoctrination –
maybe!!!  Ron Hyslop, May 2009.

Pagoda Wonderment 
 Saturday 2nd May was a glorious 
autumn day with the sun shining through 
the crisp morning air when 11 walkers 
signed on for the walk to Mt. Airly Tops.

Great grey rounded pagodas, carved 
by the wind and rain gave views of 
Genowlan and the National Park far to 
the south as we relaxed after a steep 
climb.  Some walkers counted the clouds 
formed by the CO2 and moisture from 

Wallerawang’s power stations – not so 
relaxing!

A short walk on the flat top through 
Ironbarks, Grey Gums, Casuarinas and 
the shrub Styphelia tubiflora, which was 
in flower all over Airly, brought us to a 
pagoda carved cliff edge. Superb views 
over Capertee Valley were before us.  
Then turning our heads to the west, we 
saw the beginning of a new coal mine.  
We were dumbfounded: what can 
anyone say about this coal mining horror 
that has become a reality? 

After a little wander in the bush, the 
leaders found the narrow cliff top pass 
from Airly Tops, around to the ruins 
track. The descent was adventurous as 
we stepped down over pagodas, 
searching for a foot track known to other 
bushwalkers.  The gullies between 
looked lush and green, and needed to be 
avoided on this occasion.

Eroded cliff edges and pagodas rising 
up with canyon gaps were ahead, whilst 
behind us were magnificent carved rock 
formations, rising up to the blue sky.  

The first hint of a track had lots of goat 
droppings on it, so we followed this trail 
and stepped along small ledges, and 
between crevices in this wonderful maze 
of carved rock.  We came to two bits of 
rusty iron on a log, and thought they 
were remnants of the old shale tunnel 
and cable way.  Mid-afternoon we came 
to views over the ruins of Torbane.

From here a nice leafy track, that was 
gentle underfoot soon lead us along the 
western cliff top back to the ruins track 
and past the old cave houses, as we 
marvelled at the physical stamina and 
endurance of those women and men who 
lived and worked at the Airly shale 
mines around 1900.

The tragedy for this pagoda country 
is that long wall coal mining under these 
Airly pagodas, will certainly cause their 
collapse.  Coal mining at Airly is 
criminal vandalism, especially at this 
moment in history.  Mt Airly and 
Genowlan need to be protected in the 
Gardens of Stone National Park before it 
is too late.  Meredith Brownhill.

Down the Wallaby Track — a backward glance, with John Low 
THE OLD OAK TREE 

This year many people will come to Wentworth Falls (once known as The 
Weatherboard after the original store hut established here during the building of 
the road) to walk in the footsteps of Charles Darwin. These pilgrims will set out 
through the small archway in Wilson Park and follow the “little valley and its 
tiny rill of water” down to where the scientist stood in wonder “on the brink of a 
vast precipice”. An enjoyable and easy walk with birds and plants in abundance, 
for most it will be a memorable experience. But could this experience be fuller if 
begun elsewhere?

When Darwin and his guide arrived at The Weatherboard on that hot January 
day in 1836, they refreshed themselves and their horses at the inn erected there 
in the late 1820s. It was from here, before riding on to Blackheath, that Darwin 
began his ramble to the edge of the Jamison Valley. Six days later, returning to 
Sydney, he slept at the inn “and before dark took another walk to the 
amphitheatre”. It is, therefore, from the inn that today’s Darwin experience 
should rightly begin.

But the inn, of course, no longer exists, having burnt down some time in the 
late 19th century. Nevertheless, its site on the northern side of the highway at Pitt 
Park, behind the School of Arts, is marked by a mature English Evergreen Oak. 
This handsome tree was planted in January 1936 by the Field Naturalists’ Club 
of NSW to mark the centenary of Darwin’s visit and beneath its spreading 
branches has always seemed to me a good place to reflect for a moment and 
adjust the mind to nature and past times.

The inn was a popular stopping place on the route to Bathurst and it is likely 
that the walk to the falls was one of its attractions, promoted and even perhaps 
maintained by successive innkeepers. Darwin, indeed, was not the first (nor the 
last) naturalist to taste its pleasures. Two years earlier, for example, in June 
1834, the very aristocratic Austrian botanist, Baron Charles von Hugel, hired a 
gig in Sydney and set off alone for Bathurst.

When he arrived at The Weatherboard, von Hugel sought accommodation at 
the inn, though judging it “a wretched place, despite its pretensions”. It was very 
cold when he woke the next morning but he rose early, assembled his botany bag 
and seed-papers and with one of the inn’s stable-hands as a guide, set off for the 
falls before breakfast. While he found the track hard going, its botanical rewards 
and dramatic climax led him to conclude that “it is worth getting wet feet to see 
these falls”. Wet feet should not be a problem in 2009.  John Low
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BLUE MOUNTAINS CONSERVATION SOCIETY BUSHWALKING ACTIVITIES
Membership of the bushwalking group is open to Society members.  The BMCS Bushwalking Guide which explains the 

numbered grades can be found on the Society’s website www.bluemountains.org.au or can be posted on request.  For more 
information call Liz van Reyswoud on 4757 2694, email bushwalks@bluemountains.org.au or write to PO Box 29, Wentworth 
Falls 2782.  Before attending a walk please discuss the walk with the contact person or group co-ordinator (see below)

Date Details Grade Contact (Map) (km) Meet

Jun 
13

Yileen Spur from Birrabang Ridge.  Superb 
views into Pierces Ravine and across the Grose 
Valley.  Option to explore a short wet canyon.  
Adventure guaranteed—half off track.

3 Hugh
0423 309 854

Mt Wilson 6 Wentworth Falls CP
8.25 for 8.30 start

Jun 
20 

Clarence Station and the Zig Zag Lookout.  
Some steep up and down—all on track.  Train 
from Zig Zag at 1.41 pm.  Train journey is part 
of the fun.  Bring lunch.

2/3 Bill 4758 8545 Local map ~6 Train to Zig Zag arriving 
8.35 am, last carriage.  

Contact leader if in doubt

Jun 
27

Glenbrook to Euroka Clearing.
All on track.

2/3 Meredith
4782 4823

Penrith ~12 Glenbrook Station 
8.20am

Jul
4

Brown’s Ridge with some off track.  
Spectacular views into a rarely seen section of 
the Blue Mountains—named by George Caley 
“The Devil’s Wilderness”.

2/3 Bob 4757 2694 Mt Wilson 10 Springwood Station CP
8.30am

Jul 
11

Wilsons Glen, Transit of Venus, Mabel Edith 
and Hazel Falls.

3/4 Jo 4758 6009 Katoomba 8 Woodford Station CP
south side, 8.30am

Jun 15 Water Nymph Dell, Wentworth Falls.  
Rainforest

2 Maurice 
4739 4942

9 am, Stockyard CP, Wentworth Falls.

Jun 22 Spit Bridge to Manly Harbour Walk. 2 Judith
4758 6310

9.30am Top of escalators Central Station

Jun 29 Cox’s Road and return. 3 Ros 4733 3880 9am Mt Victoria Rail Station, car pool.  
Jul 6

Jun 11 Hat Hill, Bald Hill Lookout, Blackheath
Climb up to views over Grose Valley.

2 Phil 4787 5560 9.45am Blackheath Neighbourhood Centre

Jun 18 Radiata Plateau, Katoomba.  Walk on 
firetrails with cliff edge views.

2 Joan c/o 
4782 5966

9.30am, Gearins Hotel, Katoomba

Jun 25 Kamarah Lookout, Mt Victoria.  Heathland 
walk to lookout over the upper Grose.  

2 Phil 4787 5560 10am, Mt Victoria Station.

Jul 2 Bonnie Doon, Katoomba 2 Joan c/o 
4782 5966

9.30am, Gearins Hotel, Katoomba.

MONDAY LEISURE WALKS:  Short Day walks of 3-5 hours, suitable for walkers of an average fitness.  Bring morning tea and 
lunch and adequate water.  The Group Co-ordinator is Maurice Kerkham, 4739 4942, email mauricekerkham@hotmail.com

THURSDAY PLEASURE WALKS:  Walks of 2-3 hours conducted at a leisurely pace to suit walkers on the day.  Bring morn-
ing tea, adequate water and lunch if noted.  Group Co-ordinator is Simone Bowskill, 4757 3416, email simbow@tpg.com.au

SATURDAY WALKS:  Usually a full day longer walk at a faster pace.  Before attending ring the designated contact person or the 
Group Co-ordinator Jim Percy 4758 6009 or email jp34@tpg.com.au

On Kings Tableland 
 Sometimes even the shortest 
bushwalk can be a memorable 
experience, and often the weather plays a 
significant part.  The interpretive 
bushwalkers’ recent walk on Kings 
Tableland was one of these.  

We walked from Queen Elizabeth 
Drive to the surrounds of the trig, the 
tessellated rock, the shelter cave.  

The sky was overcast and the early 
morning mist had retreated to the 
valleys.  Sunshine peeked from the edge 
of the cloud on the distant northern 
horizon.  Over some of the creeks and 
swamps, mist rose in plumes like smoke 
from camp fires.   At our feet, the wet 
rock patterned with an array of shapes 
and colours—grey, green, yellow, black, 
white, pink lichens, bright green mosses. 

The stunted heath vegetation is 
remarkably varied and productive.  Even 

the tiniest Banksias bore numerous 
flower spikes rich in nectar.  Darwinia 
grows here in profusion with a multitude 
of tiny flowers white, yellow and then 
red with age, their shape perfect for the 
slender beak of the Eastern Spinebill.   
There were pretty wattles with pale 
yellow flowers and Leucopogon with a 
mass of white flowers. 

Not far from the houses a wombat 
had left behind fresh green-coloured 
scats (we surmised that he had been 
feeding on juicy garden vegetables).  A 
Black-faced Cuckoo Shrike kept 
returning to his favourite perch at the top 
of a dead mallee.  Little honeyeaters 
darted around.  A native slug had left a 
track where it had grazed on the lichens 
on the rock.  Bernadette discovered some 
small crustaceans in a rock pool.  They 
had shells and lots of legs (like a prawn).

The numerous grinding grooves are 
evidence of the summer visits of the 
Gundungarra people over tens of 

thousands of years to this place.   We 
laid out the map to see where we are 
today.   For ~80 km to the south is 
National Park and water reserve. To the 
north, Blue Mountains and Wollemi 
National Parks stretch for ~100km.  To 
the west, farmland and forests to Oberon 
~50 km.  And ~30 km to the east is a city 
of 4½ million people.   We listened to 
the silence and were grateful.

Afterwards we drove to Little 
Switzerland rock.  As we approached we 
saw black cockatoos perched on the 
wires.  They were the rarely seen Glossy 
Black Cockatoos which feed on 
Casuarina seeds, two adults and a 
youngster.   Other birds around the rock 
were delightful – a yellow robin flew 
between branch and puddle to perch and 
drink and bathe;   Red Wattle Birds fed 
on the Banksias;  Australian Ravens flew 
overhead;  small honeyeaters frolicked in 
the heath, diving and chasing one 
another.    Christine Davies.

ADVANCE NOTICE:  Please note that the date of the bus trip to Taronga Zoo has been changed to 27 August.


