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Funding cuts
to advocacy groups

WATER MANAGEMENT WORKS
by Ron Withington
There will be no watering down of Geoffrey Smith's
approach to the August monthly meeting at the
Conservation Hut on Friday 26 August at 7.30 pm. He
plans to give us torrents of information.
Geoffrey will chart us through the Blue Mountains City
Council's forthcoming Water Reuse and Conservation Plan.
He will explore the current situation with the Stormwater
Management Plan. He will navigate through the recentlycompleted Jamison Creek Floodplain Risk Management
Study and Plan. He will surf the South Leura Flood Study.
He will plumb the depths of the proposed Groundwater
Strategy to be developed in conjunction with State agencies.
And he will dive right into Council's Aquatic Monitoring
Program covering the RTA works at Leura, the North
Katoomba catchment restoration program, the Salvinia
molesta removal program for Glenbrook Lagoon and the
Wentworth Falls Lake restoration program. Quite a splash!
Who is Geoffrey? None other than the Natural Systems
Program Leader at Council – an environmental scientist and
educator who has been actively involved in establishing
community water quality monitoring programs and groups
throughout Sydney, NSW and Australia through his work
with Streamwatch, NSW Waterwatch, Waterwatch
Australia and Global Rivers Environmental Education
Network, Australia. But the ripples of his work spread
much wider – Geoffrey is the Oceania Facilitator for the
International Rainwater Harvesting Alliance, a network of
over 60 countries committed to using alternative sustainable
technologies for providing fresh water to the 1.2 billion
people without access to safe drinking water and the 2.5
billion people without access to adequate sanitation.
Nerida Burton will be along to give us a short
immersion in 'Watermark', an Australia-wide project set
up by the Victorian Women's Trust to get as many
people as possible discussing and learning about water
issues over a period of two years, with the aim of
developing guidelines for water management which can
be presented to government.
The clouds won't do their stuff and our State with our
Mountains habitat continue to dry up. But there is no need
for us to suffer a drought of information or fail to engage
with possible solutions. Brook no argument, go with the
flow, ripple along to the meeting – 7.30pm,
Friday 26 August 2005 in the Conservation Hut.
(The exquisite photograph is by Canadian Fax Sinclair.)

As advised in June Hut News, the Federal Government has cut
funding it had for many years provided to regional and umbrella
groups such as the Nature Conservation Council of NSW and its
counterparts in other states through the Grants to Voluntary
Environment and Heritage Organisations (GVEHO) programme. .
At $85,000, GVEHO provided a major source of funding for
NCC, but without notice and 10 months into the 2004/05 financial
year, the level of grants has been capped at $10,000 per recipient
and will be provided only for “on-the-ground” activities such as
tree planting; advocacy groups such as NCC have been
specifically excluded from funding, maybe because the
government does not want them to publicly criticise government
policy.
We have written to Blue Mountains federal member Kerry
Bartlett pointing out that NCC is the NSW community’s voice on
environmental issues and as such should be publicly funded and
also to Anthony Albanese, the Shadow Minister for Environment
and Heritage, requesting the opposition’s view on the matter.
Mr Bartlett’s response was less than encouraging, reinforcing
the change that funding will be provided only to groups engaged
in on-the-ground activities. He suggested that as conservation
councils are state-based, then “State and Territory governments
should also be meeting their responsibilities” and that they could
consider getting involved in on-the-ground activities to gain
access to GVEHO funding.
Mr Albanese on the other hand decried the move, indicating
that “the ALP shares your concerns about the extraordinary
funding cuts to environment groups” and their “strong opposition
to any attempts to silence environment groups”. He appended a
recent press release stating that “Environment and heritage groups
play an important role in civil society and cuts to their activities
will have dire consequences for our environment and be
devastating for our democracy which relies upon community
based organizations.” However Mr Albanese stopped short of
stating that an ALP government would reintroduce funding for
conservation councils.
BMCS members’ letters may reinforce the view to Mr Bartlett
that public opinion is against this change and that conservation
councils, as the voice of the public, should be publicly funded.
The address is Hon Kerry Bartlett, MP, Member for Macquarie,
Parliament House, Canberra.

Nursery News
Our featured plant for August is Hakea and every garden
should have some of these fascinating plants. Mostly prickly, they
provide a refuge for small birds, their flowers attract honeyeaters,
and the seeds in the distinctive nuts are eagerly sought and
devoured by cockatoos.
We have six different species of Hakea—servicea (pink and
white forms), constablei, propinqua, dactyloides, salicifolia (all
with white flowers), and pachyphylla (yellow flowers) — all of
local origin and available in tube-stock at just $2.50 each.
Although our Blackheath nursery is still undergoing
refurbishment, our Lawson nursery (in Cataract Street, off
Livingstone Street and behind Mt. Hay Technology) is open
Wednesday mornings and we will again be at the Lawson Magpie
Markets, Lawson Public School grounds, on Sunday 21st August.
Come along to either place for the best selection of native plants in
the Blue Mountains. We currently have over 80 species available.
Enquiries to Kevin Bell, 4487 6436 or khbell@pnc.com.au
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Auditor wanted
For the past few years, the Society
has had the good fortune to have
received an honorary (i.e. no charge)
audit from one of the premier
professional services firms, Ernst &
Young, for which we are very grateful.
However our free ride has now come to
an end and Ernst & Young have
indicated that they will have to charge
commercial rates if they are to continue
to provide this service.
We are not in a position to pay the
rates of a top quality city firm to provide
our audit and so are seeking expressions
of interest from a local Blue Mountains
auditor.
If anyone has a connection with a
firm which performs audits or knows
of such a firm which has an
environmental bias, could you please
contact Bart Beech on 9896 9512 or
bbeech@invensys.com.au who will
provide further details.

The Nuclear debate re-emerges
Craig Linn, Environmental Education Officer
In June 2005 President George Bush became the first president in 26 years to visit
a U.S. nuclear power plant. And what did Mr Bush say? He declared that: “It is
time for this country to start building nuclear power plants again.” (SMH 24/6/2005,
p.9). Shortly before (almost certainly as a smoke screen for more fossil fuel power
stations and a desalination plant) Bob Carr had stated that the nuclear debate needed
to be revisited. But these are just politicians, you say, what else would one expect.
Well we also need to recall that just last year the environmentalist James Lovelock,
principal exponent of the Gaia hypothesis, announced that environmentalists had
better think seriously about nuclear power, for in his opinion global warming may
well be much worse. So it seems the nuclear debate, very quiet indeed since
Chernobyl, is now on again in earnest.
For Australia however, the debate is fundamentally different, in that unlike nearly
every other developed nation we have no existing nuclear power industry. For those
nations it is a question of expansion, for us it is a question of starting down that road.
The nuclear industry is one of the most technologically challenging and complicated
that our civilization has ever pursued. As such there is no way that a brief article (or
even series of articles) could fully address it. While our national and state
environmental bodies, the Australian Conservation Foundation and Nature
Conservation Council, will appropriately pursue this matter more fully it is none the
less beholden on all environmental groups to make some statement on the matter.
To this end the BMCS management committee has considered the matter and in
line with existing BMCS policy continues to advocate that priority in Australian
energy policy should be given to:
• moving Australia rapidly to a level of energy efficiency at least comparable to
world leaders such as Germany;
• the rapid development of safe and renewable energy forms (principally wind and
solar) with high mandated targets and start-up subsidisation on par with that
historically given to other energy industries;
• phasing out dependence on large scale use of coal as quickly as possible, using
cleaner gas fired combined cycle plants during the transition to renewables.
In short, in Australia, the nuclear option should not be on the table until all
simpler solutions have been pursued with genuine vigour – something that has not
occurred to date.
The nuclear option has been rejected for many reasons, but in summary they are:
• The logically obvious, and now very well known one, that when nothing goes
wrong with a nuclear power plant all is indeed well, but when it does go wrong it can
go very wrong indeed – witness Chernobyl.
• Every phase of the nuclear power cycle (mining, transport, generation, waste
disposal) is fraught with problems but none more so than waste disposal. To date no
energy efficient and totally safe solution has been found.
• Overall the risks are still assessed as unacceptable. The MIT based Union of
Concerned Scientists in their assessment of the nuclear industry gavkl it a failing
grade.
• Finally, current nuclear power generation technology is simply not sustainable,
uranium is after all just another non-renewable resource.
To conclude, the Management Committee encourages all society members to read
widely on the issue and as informed members of the Australian community let
politicians know their views on the matter should this become necessary.

10 years of bushcare

South Lawson Bushcare Group will be
celebrating its tenth anniversary on
Sunday, August 21, starting at 10am.
Members of the public and past and
present bushcare stalwarts are all invited.
There will be short tours of the sites,
weeding demonstrations and
streamwatch activities, concluding with a
celebratory brunch. All welcome!
The South Lawson Bushcare Group,
under the guidance of a BMCC Bushcare
officer, works in the area bounded by
Waratah Street, Honour Avenue and
John Street, South Lawson, and meets on
the third Sunday of each month, from
10am to 12 noon. The group also
conducts a Streamwatch session in
Lawson creek after each bushcare
session, and this usually lasts for about
half an hour.

Much has been achieved over the last
ten years! Masses of invasive weeds
such as honeysuckle, privet and
montbretia have been removed, and new
plantings of native grasses,
groundcovers, shrubs and trees have
been established. Walking tracks have
been maintained and fragile areas with
erosion problems have been stabilised.
Bring a hat and sturdy shoes. Meet at
the corner of Honour Avenue and Waratah
Street, a short stroll down from the Queen
Oak Park tennis courts.
For further enquiries about South
Lawson Bushcare Group or the
celebration day please contact Erst (4759
2058) or Peter (4759 2578). For general
enquiries about Blue Mountains City
Council's Bushcare programmes contact
Chris Dewhurst, Bushcare Services,
BMCC, on 4780 5000.
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Newnes Plateau: “Near the Temples of Doom”

Colong Foundation director and Society member Keith Muir recently led an excursion to beautiful Newnes Plateau. A feature
of the places we visited were the wonderful rock formations. This is one of the sketches done by Anna Marshall on the day, “Near
the Temples of Doom”.
Newnes Plateau was part in Myles Dunphy’s 1934 Greater Blue Mountains National Park proposal and it is included in
Stage 2 of the Gardens of Stone proposal that will shortly be advanced by several environmental groups, including BMCS.

Nellies Glen: RFS contractor excesses . . . Clive Barker, Bushcare Officer
Recent fire-trail maintenance at the
end of Nellies Glen Road in the
Megalong Valley left a lot to be desired.
The Society was made aware of the
damage by several shocked walkers who
thought they were walking the Six Foot
Track and found that it had become the
Six Metre Track in one section!
Although a designated primary fire

Photo: Loss of soil soon after work. Scale
demonstrated by Clive’s size 10 ugg boots!

trail, the earth-moving contractor had
gone significantly beyond the call of
duty and cleared swathes of bush
adjacent to the trail without apparent
reason and one mitre or table drain had
been pushed right into Corral Creek.
A well-attended site meeting was
held on 21st July. Participants were five
Rural Fire Service staff, a representative
each from National Parks Service,
Department of Lands, Sydney Catchment
Authority, Blue Mountains City Council,
Gundungarra Tribal Council, two local
bushwalkers, and myself representing the
Society.
It proved to be a very
informative gathering, with a good
exchange of ideas and knowledge - fire
fighting, rehabilitation methods,
Aboriginal heritage, plants, road works
etc. If only the contractor could have
been with us!
Participants were unanimous in
their agreement that the required
work had been exceeded resulting in
environmental degradation and that
immediate rehabilitation work using
environmentally friendly techniques and
appropriately experienced personnel is
essential. Blue Mountains City Council
is designing the specifications for
rehabilitation work which will involve
brush matting using pushed over
vegetation and if necessary live local
material (over all areas of unnecessary
roadside and mitre drains clearing),
removal of soil and other debris from

Corral Creek followed by armouring
(protecting) the creek bank with “geotech” material.
Unfortunately nearby pebbles on the
creek bed have become a bit smothered
by erodes sand but there is hope that
remediation works will be in place
before the next rain event.
Thanks to all involved (except the
RFS contractor!). Please keep your eyes
open for and report
environmental
damage such as this, so yet again we can
contribute to a quick solution and
continue in our quest for ecologically
sensible land management to be
impressed upon the Australian psyche.

Bushcare
The Valley of the Waters Bushcare
Group meets at 9 am on the 2nd
Saturday of every month. Tools are
provided. Bring morning tea, gloves and
drinking water.
Contact Karen 4757 1929 for
meeting place and more information.

Welcome to new members
Heni van der Hecht, Blackheath
Patricia Bonham, Cranebrook
Neville & Inga Gillmore, Leura
MEMBERSHIP ENQUIRIES
Elizabeth van Reyswoud
Phone 4757.2694
Email: mcreysw@bigpond.net.au
Post: PO Box 29,Wentworth Falls 2782
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When you tour Tasmania, walk
from the Lyell Highway to
Donaghy’s Hill Lookout. The aweinspiring view of the noble
Frenchman’s Cap beyond the
Franklin River is accompanied by a
plaque quoting words of John Muir
written while he was walking in
the magnificent Sierra Mountains.
“Nevermore, however weary,
should one faint by the way,
Who gains the blessings of one
mountain day;
“Whatever his fate, long life,
stormy or calm,
He is rich forever.” John Muir.
John Muir was so moved by the
grandeur of the mountains that he
took Teddy Roosevelt into them and
encouraged him to preserve
Yosemite as a National Park that
all may enjoy its splendour.
I personally can relate to these
words, experiencing the emotion
and spiritual uplift, by living in the
Blue Mountains.
Eric E Dunkley.

Mt Wilson activity
Don Morison
Overnight stayers were joined by 14
day walkers during our winter foray into
the high mountains basalt country. The
walk to Banks Wall took us through
forlorn but beautiful country, with
golden wattles and sundews. The wind
had partly cleared Sydney’s smog and
the distant Sydney skyline was clearly
visible. Much more inspiring was the
Grose Valley sweep from Mount Hay to
Govett’s Leap and Hanging Rock.
At Mount Tomah Botanical Gardens,
one of the highly-informed volunteers
gave us a walking tour. The displays
showing the history of botanical exploration and the enclosure of Wollemi Pine
saplings were highlights. A pleasantly
warm deck at the restaurant offers views
embracing Mount Irvine, faraway Mount
Yengo and the Cumberland Plain.
Consuming the gourmet food and
vintage wine as patterns of dark clouds
and rain drifted over the panorama of
mounts and hills proved very
challenging.
A night tour of the wombat country
around the Wollangambe access trail
proved very entertaining but all we found
of the wombats were their scats. The
scenic delights of the once-proposed
tourist road through Bowen’s Creek
gorge are today best sampled by foot.
We assembled on the delightful old
wooden bridge among the Cedar Wattles.
A fireside chat with recent Order of
Australia winner Libby Raines rounded
out the activity.
She heads the
volunteers who operate the Mount
Wilson Field Studies Centre where we
stayed. The March 2006 activity near
Bateman’s Bay will be advertised in
October Hut News.

BLUE MOUNTAINS CONSERVATION SOCIETY BUSHWALKING GROUP
Our bushwalking group provides a range of activities. Membership of the bushwalking group is available to members of the Society. For further information contact
the Activity Coordinator (listed) or Bushwalks Conveyor Bob van Reyswoud..
Cost of insurance and affiliation fees for bushwalkers is $15 per member.
Monday Leisure Walks: Usually ‘Short Day’ walks of 3-5 hours suitable for
walkers of average fitness. Graded Medium, i.e. can include some short rock
scrambles or some short section off track. Bring morning tea and lunch, plus carry at
least 1 litre of WATER, 2 litres on warmer days.
Aug 15 Yuletide lunch at Everglades, Leura. Guided tour of Everglades with
traditional Christmas fare. Bookings essential, numbers limited. Meet 11.30 am at
Everglades. Birgitta 4784 3191
Aug 22 Evans Lookout to Govett’s Leap. Escarpment walk, wonderful views
over Grose Valley. Meet 9.15 am Blackheath Neighbourhood Centre, Norah
4757 4058.
Aug 29 Empire Pass, Lawson. Waterfalls and rainforest. Meet 9am Lawson
bowling club, north side Lawson Station. Ron 4757 1526.
Sep 5 Rocket Point to Kings Tableland, Wentworth Falls. Great views over
Kedumba Valley. Meet 9.30 am Stockyard car park, Wentworth Falls.
Mary 4787 6918.
Thursday Pleasure Walks: These easy to medium grade walks are conducted to suit
the walkers on the day. Times given are approximate. Slower walkers are catered for
and on longer walks there is an option of a slower group to complete a section of the
walk. Phone the contact for any enquiries about the program.
Aug 18 Lyrebird Dell and Pool of Siloam, Leura. Some steep descents and
ascents on good track. Meet 10am at junction of Leura Mall and Megalong Street.
Joan 4782 2218.
Aug 25 Bus Trip: Visit Cattai National Park near Windsor. Historic farm on
Hawkesbury River, bushwalks through native vegetation. Cost for bus $10. Depart
Katoomba depot 8.30am, with pickups along the highway to Springwood.
Simone
4757 3416.
Sep 1 Wentworth Falls Lake. Very easy walk for those with limited capacity.
Enjoy a short walk and morning tea in the early spring sunshine. Meet 10am
Wentworth Falls carpark (near the clock). Simone 4757 3416. 0Weekend Bushwalks: Always discuss with the contact if the walk you would like to
do is medium/hard or hard, before attending. If this is your first walk, or you are in
any doubt, discuss with the contact or Bushwalks Convener Bob van Reyswoud, 4757
2694, email mcreysw@bigpond.net.au
Aug 13 (Sat) Kedumba Pass. Meet Stockyard car park, Wentworth Falls
8.30am. Medium/hard. Ron 4757 6346.
Aug 20 (Sat) Sassafras Gully. Meet Faulconbridge Station 9.30 am. Medium.
Ron 4757.6346.
Aug 27 (Sat) Lost World via King’s Link. Meet Springwood Station 9.15 am.
Medium. John 4739 2508
Sep 3 (Sat)
Cox’s Road, Mt York via Lockyers Line of Road. Meet Mt
Victoria Station 9.30am. Ron 4757 6346.
Sep 10 (Sat) Six Foot Track. Megalong cemetery to Cox’s River. Meet
Blackheath Station 9.30 am. Medium. Ron 4757 6346.

A haiku bushwalk
Diana Levy
On a very hot day in mid November, the interpretive walkers went out to Ingar picnic
area to learn a bit more about haiku. It was hard to put pen to paper as our hands were
steadily occupied in batting away flies. The waterhole was an antidote to the wind
and heat – just the sight of it was like Mum putting a cooling flannel to your
forehead. Here are some of their haiku:
Water trickles and drips
Down smooth rocks
To calmness below
Jenny R
The area was thoroughly burned by the Mt. Hall fire in 2002, and so we
emerged from our walk somewhat scratched and streaked with charcoal.
Black burnt branches
clutching the air:
new life from old
Heather
I was the only one to sample that swimming-hole – warmish on
top and so cool underneath!
Water falling
down glistening rocks
to a dreamy pond
Diana R
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