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NSW State Election March 2015 
Blue Mountains Conservation Society 

Environmental Questionnaire to Candidates 
 

Candidate:   Trish Doyle (Labor) 
Date submitted:  31st December 2014; last update 2

nd
 February 2015 

 

Section 1. 

Your personal position on the big environmental issues of our age, 

and the actions you have personally taken in response. 
 

 

Personal Question 1.  

Do you believe Climate Change is real and represents a major threat to our world, and the fire-prone 

Greater Blue Mountains area in particular? 

 

Answer: Yes! 

 

 

Personal Question 2.  

Do you believe Climate Change is predominantly caused by human activity (that is, it is 

anthropogenic with very high certainty as stated by the IPCC
1
 and CSIRO

2
)? 

 

Answer: Yes! 

 

 

Personal Question 3.  

In 1972 the landmark text The Limits to Growth ignited an ongoing public debate on the issue of 

continual economic and population growth in a world of finite resources.  Focussing primarily on 

NSW, what broad-brush model of growth/change do you advocate? 

a) Business as usual, that is ongoing growth of both population and the physical economy 

b) Planned reductions in the rates of growth to achieve a steady-state population and economy 

c) Other scenarios of your own devising, but please avoid such logically inconsistent phrases as 

"sustainable growth" 

I concur with the view that unless we seriously invest in renewable energies then resource depletion 

issues will be incredibly problematic. Human behaviour must change and education is the key. 

It is widely expected that world GDP growth will continue to rise and with it energy consumption 

will continue to grow. Many predict (perhaps optimistically) that whilst oil supply will decline, it 

will occur slowly enough that other fuels can replace its loss. ‘Renewables’ are our future: planning, 

leadership, policy, legislation and lifestyle ‘choices’ must reflect this. Population growth, and that of 

the economy, with a limited or restricted food supply will continue to be debated alongside and 

because of the environmental imprint we leave. In short, an ‘ecological footprint analysis’ will 

always demonstrate our unsustainable ways of living. I wholeheartedly believe in BMCS’ aims & 

advocate the highlighted objectives (insofar as advocating a broad-brush model of growth/change 

where human behaviour is unpredictable):  • Promote ecological sustainability as the basis for all 

human activities; • Preserve the natural environment: flora, fauna, habitat, water, land and air; and,• 

Actively oppose those human activities which degrade or destroy the natural environment  

                                                 

1   IPCC 2013: "degree of certainty . . . extremely likely: 95-100% probability" 

2   CSIRO scientists 2014: "a close to certain probability exceeding 99.999%"  
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Personal Question 4.  

What demonstrable actions have you taken to minimise your personal and your household's 

environmental footprint? 

 

Answer: My family takes the following steps to minimise our environmental footprint: Removing 

weeds and planting natives; recycling, re-using, re-purposing materials; where possible absorb or 

minimise the waste we create; and, create less emissions by walking/using public transport where 

possible. We compost and invest time in gardening to provide some of the food resources we need. 

We live in a small home and we live without certain appliances, eg: air-conditioner, dishwasher, 

dryer. We aim to save power, water and money. We love our natural bushland backyard, enjoy 

caring for it and learning about ways to live sustainably in our community so the household impact 

on our environment (run-off into local waterways for example) is non-existent or minimal. 

 

 

Personal Question 5.  

Over the last decade, looking beyond your own personal space, what are a few of the significant and 

demonstrable actions you have taken to protect, restore, or advocate for the environment?  

 

Answer: In the last decade I have worked as a Teacher with the Brewongle Environmental 

Education Centre’s team and with many other Schools across the Mountains and Hawkesbury to 

educate our young people about protecting the environment. I worked casually with Bob Debus 

(former Member for the Blue Mountains & Minister for the Environment) and managed Phil 

Koperberg’s office when he was Member. In this role I worked to ensure the voice of BMCS was 

always represented to Government. I am a member of groups such as LEAN (Labor Environment 

Activists Network) and BMCS in order to work collaboratively on environmental issues, to share 

views and actions with like-minded people and lobby/advocate/educate together on campaigns such 

as ‘Protect Gardens of Stone’, ‘Stop Hunting in National Parks’ and lobby against CSG, to name a 

few. I have worked hard over the past 4 years in holding the current NSW Government to account 

for its vandalism of the environment, collecting thousands of signatures on petitions, listening to 

our community about the issues that concern them and delivering these to Parliament to be 

tabled/debated. 
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Section 2: Local Seat of Blue Mountains Issues 
 

Note: The Society recognises that an individual, even if elected to Government, cannot single 

handedly guarantee legislative enactment or change. As such, throughout the questions below what 

we are really seeking is a clear commitment of "support", and in this context "support" of course 

includes real advocacy for the action mentioned, in both public forums/media and in your respective 

party rooms. 
 

Also, some of the questions are more naturally phrased in the future tense, some more naturally in 

the present tense. Whichever tense is used, it should of course be taken to also imply the other 

where appropriate. 
 

Background to all Society "Asks" can be found at: http://www.bluemountains.org.au/election15-

asks.shtml 

 

 

Local Question 1.  (See Ask 1a for background) 

Do you support the recently exhibited draft Blue Mountains Local Environmental Plan? 

 

Answer: Yes. 

 

Local Question 2.  (See Ask 1b for background) 

Will you seek the deletion of the Blue Mountains, as an identified Metropolitan Urban Growth 

Area, from the Draft Metropolitan Strategy for Sydney? 

 

Answer: Yes 

. 

 

 

Local Question 3. (See Ask 2a for background) 

Do you support an "Instant Action" fund of $50,000 per annum for the Blue Mountains volunteer 

bush regeneration program to facilitate a quick response capability for urgent/unforeseen tasks?  

 

Answer: Yes 

 

 

Local Question 4.  (See Ask 3a for background) 

Do you support the protection of the Gardens of Stone on the western escarpment of the Blue 

Mountains by creating new reserves over this spectacular pagoda landscape? 

 

Answer: Yes! 

 

 

Local Question 5. (See Ask 4a for background) 

Do you support a 15% increase on the 2013/14 base funding/staffing levels for the Blue Mountains 

National Parks and Wildlife Service specifically to facilitate the protection of rare and threatened 

species?  If not, what level of funding/staffing do you support? 

 

Answer: Yes! 

 

 

http://www.bluemountains.org.au/election15-asks.shtml
http://www.bluemountains.org.au/election15-asks.shtml
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Local Question 6. (See Ask 5c for background) 

Will you support legislation to enact a ban on both mining and gas extraction from all designated 

water catchment areas, as well as a similar ban on mining and gas extraction within one kilometre 

of significant water ways that feed these catchments?  

 

Answer: Yes! 

 

 

Local Question 7. (See Ask 5d for background) 

Will you actively, and publicly, seek the removal of AGL's CSG exploration licence (PEL2) from all 

lands within the Greater Blue Mountains area? If so, how will you do it? 

 

Answer: Yes.  

How will I do this?  With passion, vigour, utilising scientific evidence to argue the case via 

Parliamentary bills and submissions, organising for BMCS and other interested activist groups to 

present to the Minister. Regardless of the Government of the day I will be advocating for the 

environment. 

 

 

Local Question 8. (See Ask 7a for background) 

Do you support the NSW State Government providing funds to the City of Blue Mountains to 

facilitate the sorting, recycling, composting, and thermal treatment of waste? 

If so, what level of funding do you advocate? 

 

Answer: Yes. I will take advice from my Councillor colleagues and BMCS as to funding levels 

required for these activities. The initial suggested amount of $20m would be supported.  

 

Local Question 9. (See Ask 3d for background) 

The Wollangambe River forms the Northern border of the Blue Mountains Electorate and is a 

declared "wild river" that flows through the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area. Peer-

reviewed scientific testing shows that discharge water from the Clarence Colliery is polluting this 

"wild" river.  

What steps will you take to protect the Wollangambe? 

 

Answer: I will work to ensure that EPL 726 IS urgently reviewed, the anomalies contained therein 

are rectified and the regulatory system revised. The impacts of Clarence Colliery’s mine 

contamination must be acknowledged (data of Belmer et al 2014), further investigated by an 

adequately resourced EPA and illegal pollution addressed urgently. I will advocate for immediate 

steps to be taken to provide for serious environmental protection measures, such as improving water 

discharge standards and issuing CC with a clean-up notice (supported by substantial consequences 

for failure to comply). I would further argue that the state’s ‘protected waters’ definition of the 

Wollangambe Wild River must be reviewed so that protection measures can be strengthened.   
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Section 3: State Wide Issues  
 

Note: The Society recognises that an individual, even if elected to Government, cannot single 

handedly guarantee legislative enactment or change. As such, throughout the questions below what 

we are really seeking is a clear commitment of "support", and in this context "support" of course 

includes real advocacy for the action mentioned, in both public forums/media and in your respective 

party rooms. 
 

Also, some of the questions are more naturally phrased in the future tense, some more naturally in 

the present tense. Whichever tense is used, it should of course be taken to also imply the other 

where appropriate. 
 

Background to all Society "Asks" can be found at: http://www.bluemountains.org.au/election15-

asks.shtml 

 

 

State Question 1. (See Ask 1c for background) 

Do you support the endorsement of the Community Charter drawn up by the Better Planning 

Network, and the adoption of the details as listed in the Community Charter Companion ? 

 

Answer:  

I wholeheartedly support the Community Charter drawn up by the Better Planning Network. 

Labor’s Leader, Luke Foley and I have both personally signed the Charter.  

Labor believes that a good planning system facilitates economic development while also protecting 

the environment and ensuring strong community participation. Planning in the interests of the 

society as a whole must be the overriding principle at the heart of our planning system.  

The Community Charter Companion deals in detail with particular legislative planning processes 

and development control instruments. Labor will release policy in this area prior to the election. 

 

 

State Question 2. (See Ask 2b for background) 

Do you support the proposal that the NSW Government establish a centralised database for all 

agencies to record weed removal projects in NSW? 

 

Answer:  

I have no objection if it helps us in the war against weed infestation. I am very worried about the 

spread of feral animals and plants in NSW. It is a perennially difficult problem. Feral animal and 

plants are one of the greatest threats to our unique biodiversity and controlling them is both costly 

and never ending. We must do everything we can to limit the spread (and the further introduction!) 

of invasive species.  

 

State Question 3.  (See Ask 3b for background) 

Do you support the return of base funding and staffing levels for NSW National Parks to at least 

2013-2014 levels, adjusted for both inflation and new areas added to the estate? 

 

Answer: Yes. Labor is committed to building and resourcing the National Parks estate. That is our 

record from when last in Government. In government Labor added 3.07 million hectares of land to 

the national parks estate between 1995 and 2011. To date, the current Coalition Government has 

added only 51,490 hectares of land to the national parks estate since coming to office in March 

2011. At this rate, it will take this government 228 years to match what Labor did in sixteen years!  

 

http://www.bluemountains.org.au/election15-asks.shtml
http://www.bluemountains.org.au/election15-asks.shtml
http://thecommunitycharter.org/
http://thecommunitycharter.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Planning-for-People_-CHARTER-COMPANION-printer-version.pdf
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The budget papers are intentionally hard to decipher so the extent and nature of the Coalition 

Government’s cuts to the National Parks and Wildlife Service are impossible for us to quantify. 

Labor will, however, ensure the Parks estate is not only expanded but cared for.  

 

 

 

State Question 4. (See Ask 3b for background) 

Further to Question 3 above, do you support additional supplementary funding and staffing to 

NP&WS to address: the many new trial programs staff are having to coordinate, and the growing 

threats posed by climate change, rapid feral animal population growth, and noxious weeds? 

 

Answer: Yes. Labor will be making further announcements concerning this issue, including funding 

for Parks establishment before the election.  

 

 

 

State Question 5. (See Ask 3c for background)  

Do you support the permanent cessation of all programs related to "recreational" hunting / feral-

animal control by "volunteer hunters" in NSW National Parks? 

 

Answer: Yes. Both I personally and the NSW Labor Opposition are implacably opposed to 

recreational hunting in National Parks. Labor in the Blue Mountains campaigned hard to have the 

decision of the Coalition Government reversed. We are proud of the part we played in that 

campaign victory.  

 

Labor believes that National Parks are there for the primary purpose of protection of our plants and 

animals with a secondary, but important role of providing nature based recreation for the people of 

the state. Recreational hunting will not contribute to effective feral animal control. It will threaten 

the lives and enjoyment of those using the Parks and will lead to collateral damage of our precious 

wildlife. Recreational hunting in National Parks should never be allowed. 

 

State Question 6. (See Ask 5a for background) 

Do you support a moratorium on all CSG operations in NSW until such time as the full framework 

of safeguards recommended in the NSW Chief Scientist's final CSG Report (30th September 2014) 

is put in place? 

 

Answer: Yes. Labor has been very strong on this recently. Whilst the previous Labor Government 

must take responsibility for getting ahead of both the scientific understanding and the community 

concern while in Government when we issued exploration licenses, Labor has heard both the 

concern of scientists and community on the lack of certainty and safety associated with this untested 

industry.  

 

Labor believes a full moratorium on CSG in the state should be in place until we are sure (if ever) 

that CSG extraction can be done safely without impacting our environment, particularly our 

aquifers and water systems. The moratorium should remain in place until the industry has proven (if 

ever) that it is safe and all the Chief Scientist’s recommendations are fully implemented. 

 

 

State Question 7. (See Ask 5b for background) 

Do you support the enactment of "No-Go zone" legislation to exclude mining and gas extraction 
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from prime agricultural land and environmentally significant areas? 

 

Answer: Whilst Labor believes in a moratorium policy on all CSG in NSW, there are some places 

in the state where large scale industrialisation should never occur. Labor has already announced “no 

go zones” for our drinking water catchments, special areas of the Sydney Catchment Authority and 

in the Northern Rivers region.  

 

State Question 8. (See Ask 5b for background) 

Do you support the proposal that, beyond the "No-Go" zones, mining and gas extraction 

applications should be assessed on the basis of environmental, community, and economic 

considerations equally; and that economic gains must not be the "principal consideration" ? 

 

Answer: Labor is appalled by the Coalition’s so called “Mining SEPP” that makes economic 

considerations the primary consideration in mining approvals. Labor voted with the cross benchers 

to remove this SEPP from the planning system, however the Government did not vote for its own 

planning legislation once amended by the Upper House, so it did not come into law.  

 

Labor believes the same principles apply as with any planning decision. The economic issues 

should be considered alongside the environmental and social issues and be balanced appropriately.  

Labor has also committed to implementing all 26 recommendations made by the Independent 

Commission against Corruption to ensure mining approvals are no longer open to corruption.  

 

These include the idea that we should have a state wide plan on the various goals we are trying to 

achieve to inform how particular mining applications are considered against other priorities. 

 

 

 

State Question 9. (See Ask 6a for background) 

In the event of the collapse or watering down of the national Renewable Energy Target (RET), will 

you support the enactment of legislation at the state level to mandate a 20% renewable energy target 

by 2020 for NSW? 

 

Answer: Labor had in place a 20% renewable energy target for NSW when in Government and still 

stands by this. Labor believes that we must switch our energy use to renewable sources in order to 

protect our society from dangerous climate change.  

 

As a member of Labor’s Environment Action Network (LEAN), I support our internal call for the 

ALP (and Australia) to commit to ensuring that 50% of our electricity comes from renewable 

energy and that our pollution levels drop by 50% by 2030. 

  

Labor supports the full Federal RET at 41,000 GW and the investment this will bring to our state. 

For example, in October 2014 Labor announced a $14 million package to help ensure the Hunter is 

well placed to take advantage of the economic opportunities that the global shift to a low carbon 

future provides. This included $2 million to assist Hunter TAFE in training workers in the skills of 

low-carbon growth industries. 

 

Labor will be making further announcements in relation to its commitment to renewable energy 

before the state election.  
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State Question 10. (See Ask 6b for background)  

Do you support a mandatory residential solar feed-in tariff? If so, in what form (gross or net), and at 

what approximate level (some examples: a fixed rate such as 15-20 cents per kWh, a relative rate 

such 10 cents below retail supplier peak kWh rate)? 

 

 

Answer:  

When in Government Labor established a generous feed-in tariff for solar households. Since then 

the economics of the industry have shifted and solar is more cost competitive without such high 

levels of subsidy. I personally believe we need to address the environmental costs of fossil fuel 

produced power via regulatory change and will advocate for this.  

Labor believes those putting solar on their roofs should be paid fairly for the electricity they export 

back to the grid, while limiting the subsidy other electricity customers are providing.  

Labor will be making further announcements on this issue before the state election. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


