[Insert your name and address]
[Insert name and address of addressee]
[Insert date]
Dear

I am writing to you as a NSW resident deeply concerned about the State Government's approach to planning in this State.

In 2011, the O' Farrell Government was elected on a promise to return planning powers to the community.  Yet, the recently released Planning White Paper proposes a top-down, developer-driven approach that will take away my right to have a say on site-specific issues associated with the majority of developments in my neighbourhood.

In exchange for this, the Government proposes to increase community engagement upfront in the making of strategic plans.  However, I note that:

- 
No resources have been committed by the Government to increase community engagement in strategic planning beyond what is already occurring.

- 
The Community Participation Charter proposed by the Government is not enforceable or reviewable in courts, rendering it effectively worthless.

- 
Even if the Community Participation Charter were to be enforceable and reviewable, the strategic plans prepared in consultation with communities could be disregarded at any point in time through a range of ways:

1/ 
The Minister already has, and would continue to have, the power to amend strategic plans without community consultation or rights of appeal.

2/ 
Developers already have, and would continue to have, the right to request spot rezonings and ask for a review of the decision, with no equivalent right provided to communities.

3/ 
The Director General of Planning would have the power to grant developers Strategic Compatibility Certificates even if their proposed development does not comply with the Local Plan (unlike the White Paper, the Planning Bill indicates that this is a permanent measure, and does not mandate any community consultation or rights of appeal); and

4/ 
The Minister would have wide discretions to call in State Significant Development with no rights of appeal granted (this is a reduction in appeal rights compared to now, when State Significant Development is subject to third party objector appeal rights through judicial review).

The above proposals by the State Government will undermine community engagement in strategic planning and significantly increase the risk of corruption associated with planning and development decisions.
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In addition to the above, several other issues are concerning, including: 
-
The focus of the Planning Bill on economic growth as the key Object of our new planning system.

-   The proposed exclusion in the Planning Bill of key principles underpinning international best practice in sustainable development (known in NSW statutes as Ecologically Sustainable Development): biodiversity protection, the precautionary principle and the user pays principle

-   The lack of focus on, and protection, for cultural heritage.

-   The proposed removal of environmental zones E3 and E4 and their replacement with broad rural and residential zones (White Paper p.95)

-   The premature announcement by the State Government of Urban Activation Precincts in Sydney, which involves very limited genuine community engagement and does not reflect community wishes.

-   The lack of meaningful community engagement on the draft Metro Strategy for Sydney, despite its identification as the new Regional Growth Plan for Sydney (White Paper p.74).

The NSW Government clearly intends to drive development at any cost, but I do not welcome development at the cost of the well-being of my community, our environment and our heritage. 

As such, I ask you to advocate on my behalf so that planning in this State:

-
Recognises and fully implements internationally recognised Sustainable Development principles, known in NSW as the principles of Ecologically Sustainable Development. 

- 
Protects community rights to have a say on individual developments

-    Enshrines the Community Participation Charter and its implementation in the legislation.

-   Avoids ways in which Strategic Plans prepared in consultation with communities can be disregarded by developers and the State Government.

-   Gives communities avenues to appeal decisions associated with planning and development, including all development assessment decisions, spot rezonings, Strategic Compatibility Certificates and State Significant Development.

-
Is well resourced and supported by an ongoing commitment to professional and administrative excellence.

I ask you to advocate for a fair, visionary planning system that offers certainty not only to developers but to all NSW residents and communities.

Community acceptance in essential to the success of the NSW planning reforms.  As they stand, these reforms are far from acceptable to me.

I await your reply.
Yours Sincerely

[signature]

