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The Blue Mountains Conservation Society’s overall assessment of the Blue Mountains DLEP 2013 

Over many decades the Blue Mountains City Council, supported by its residents, has carefully planned for future 
development that will cause as little impact as possible on the Blue Mountains environment and World Heritage 
National Parks. Local Environmental Plans (LEPs) that set out how and where development can occur have provided 
the planning and development controls needed to protect the Blue Mountains environment.  

A new proposed Local Environmental Plan for the Blue Mountains, the Draft Local Environmental Plan 2013, is 
currently on exhibition. The Blue Mountains Conservation Society has undertaken a provisional review of the Draft 
and is overall supportive of Council’s approach which generally retains the environmental protection provisions of 
the previous LEPs. However, the Society has some concerns which are summarised in the key points below, with 
recommendations for amendments. 

The NSW Department of Planning and Infrastructure has been reluctant to support many of the provisions 
protecting the Blue Mountains environment, therefore the stronger the support for the draft LEP 2013, the more 
likely it will be approved in its current form (ideally, with the Society’s amendments). The Blue Mountains 
Conservation Society strongly encourages all Blue Mountains residents to write a submission in support of the draft 
LEP 2013, and of the Society’s amendments.  

This document provides a submission writing guide followed by summary of key points and the Society’s 
recommended amendments to the DLEP. Residents may wish to use these points in their submission.  

You can use the suggested points below to help you write your submission.  
If you want to make a more detailed submission, refer to Information Sheet 4:  

OVERVIEW AND KEY ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES.  

Your written submission must be received by the Blue Mountains City Council  
before 5pm on Wednesday March 5th 2014. 

 Address your submission to:  the General Manager, Blue Mountains City Council 
 

 Quote reference number F08616 and mark your submission ‘Blue Mountains Draft Local 
Environmental Plan 2013’ 

Submissions can be lodged: 

 through the online Submission Form  

 by downloading the submission form  (at the end of Fact Sheet 8) and posting it 

 by email to submissiondlep2013@bmcc.nsw.gov.au 

 by post to General Manager, Blue Mountains City Council, Locked Bag 1005,  Katoomba, NSW 
2780 

 in person at the Katoomba or Springwood Council Administrative Offices 
 

Be aware that your submission will be uploaded on to the Council’s website for public viewing  
but you can request that your name and address be withheld. 

 
 

 

http://bluemountainshaveyoursay.com.au/draftlep2013?module=form#tool
http://bluemountainshaveyoursay.com.au/document/show/708
mailto:submissiondlep2013@bmcc.nsw.gov.au
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WRITING YOUR SUBMISSION 

 
You can lodge a submission in a number of ways (see p.1 of this document).  But if you want to make a 
written submission (attached to an email or posted or hand-delivered), here are some suggestions: 
 

1. Put your personal details at the top of your letter and include the date. 
 

2. Address your submission to: the General Manager, Blue Mountains City Council, Locked Bag 
1005, Katoomba, NSW 2780. 
 

3. Be aware that your submission will be uploaded to the Council’s website for public viewing but 
you can request that your name and address be withheld. Note in your submission if you wish to 
have your personal details withheld. 
 

4. Include an introductory paragraph. 
Example: I am a resident of…/member of…/I have experience in …. 
 

5. Outline your comments on and concerns about the draft LEP. 
 
Refer to the key issues and recommendations on the following pages (and in the more detailed 
Information Sheet 4 ‘Overview and Key Environmental Issues’) to help you write your 
submission. Your submission can be as long or short as you like and you can use dot points. 
 

6. You can make a submission on how the draft LEP affects a particular block of land or area you are 
interested in. 
 

7.  If you have discovered an error in the mapping of significant vegetation or other environmental 
features, note this in your submission. Include a sketch map in your submission. 
 Local knowledge counts! 
 

8. Sign your name at the bottom of the letter. 
 

9. Your submission by has to be received by Council by 5pm on Wednesday 5th March 2014. 
 
 
Follow up: 
 

 The Council will acknowledge receipt of your submission and keep you informed of progress. 
 

 Send a copy of your submission to your Ward Councillors. You could also organise a meeting with 
them to discuss any concerns you have about the draft LEP and suggest amendments. Find out 
who your local Councillors are and how to contact them by going to the Blue Mountains City 
Council’s website: http://www.bmcc.nsw.gov.au/yourcouncil/councillors  
 

 Encourage others to put in their own submissions! 

http://www.bmcc.nsw.gov.au/yourcouncil/councillors
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SUMMARY OF KEY POINTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
The Blue Mountains Conservation Society recommends that you say in your submission “I strongly support the DLEP 
2013 which I believe will protect the Blue Mountains environment because of the local provisions added to the 
Standard LEP template. However, I specifically recommend the following”: 

 support for the Aims of the Plan but that certain Aims should be given the highest priority, in this order:  
1. Aim (b) To provide a clear framework for the development of land that is consistent with and promotes 
the principles and practices of ecologically sustainable development;  
2. Aim (d) To conserve and enhance, for current and future generations, the ecological integrity, 
environmental heritage and environmental significance of the Blue Mountains;  
3. Aim (f) To preserve and enhance watercourses, riparian habitats, wetlands and water quality within the 
Blue Mountains, the Hawkesbury-Nepean River catchment and Sydney’s drinking water catchments. 
 
Prioritisation of the Aims provides greater legal certainty. 

 

 that Clause 1.2(2)(a) of the Aims should include the definition, principles and practices of Ecologically 
Sustainable Development from LEP 2005. The definition, principles and practices of ESD have not been 
retained in the DLEP 2103. Instead the DLEP refers to the weaker definition of ‘sustainable development’ as 
proposed by the NSW Government in its draft planning legislation.  It is therefore imperative that the 
definition, principles and practices of ESD in LEP 2005 be retained in DLEP 2013.  

 strong support for the Clause 1.2A and 2.3A requirement that development ‘complies with’ the Aims of the 
plan and with zone objectives. The DLEP has been prepared in the ‘one size fits all’ Standard LEP template 
and ‘complies with’ is much stronger (and more legally enforceable) than the wording ‘have regard to’ in 
that template. 

 support for the proposed choice of land use zones, for zone objectives, and for the land uses that Council 
proposes be permitted or prohibited in those zones. 

 

 support for the inclusion of new zone R6 Residential Character Conservation as the appropriate replacement 
for the LEP 2005 Living Conservation zone, but with the Society’s amended zone objective to protect nearby 
bushland areas from the impact of invasive species.  

 that Clause 3.3 include additional areas that should be excluded from exempt and complying development 
(this is development which does not require Council consent or assessment of environmental impact). These 
additional areas are the ‘environmentally constrained lands’ defined in the Dictionary of the DLEP. 
 

 that a 40 ha minimum lot size be applied to all E2 zoned areas on private property and that the largest 
minimum lot size possible be applied to all crown lands and reserves to provide a consistent, clear and more 
protective overlay to these highly environmentally sensitive areas. 

 support for Clauses 4.1D ‘Subdivision in the recreation zones for a public purpose’ and 4.1E ‘Subdivision of 
land in Environmental Protection zones’. These clauses retain current limits to subdivision on 
environmentally sensitive land.  

 support for Clauses 4.1F ‘Cluster Housing within certain environmental protection zones’ and 4.1G ‘Lot 
consolidation within certain environmental protection zones’. These clauses retain current provisions 
limiting the impact of housing development in environmentally sensitive areas. 

 support for Clauses 4.3A ‘Flexibility in the height of buildings’ and 4.4A ‘Site coverage’. These clauses help 
ensure that development in the Blue Mountains does not concrete over entire sites or take development 
above the tree line in visually sensitive areas. 
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 support for Council’s added subclauses (8)(d), (8)(e), (8)(f) to Clause 4.6 ‘Exceptions to development 
standards’. These subclauses stop development standards (e.g. building height and setback) being varied in 
E3 and E4 land use zones, and control the development of major supermarkets and drive-through fast food 
outlets in the Blue Mountains.   

 support for Clause 5.9  ‘Preservation of trees or vegetation’ and subclause (9) under it. This clause and 
subclause prevents the clearing of trees and native vegetation in environmental zones that would otherwise 
be permitted through exemptions for rural activities under the Native Vegetation Act 2003. 

 that mapping of Protected Areas be applied to all land covered by the draft plan, including lands zoned for 
environmental protection (E2). This is critically important to ensure that the Protected Area clauses in the 
DLEP apply to these most environmentally sensitive areas. 

 support for the Part 6 Local Provisions but with the amendments to Clauses recommended by the Blue 
Mountains Conservation Society, namely: 

o that Clause 6.1 (2) be amended to read “Consent shall not be granted to development proposed on 
any land adjacent to, or nearby, the Blue Mountains National Park, unless the consent authority …” 
and that Clause 6.1 (5) be amended to add “(f) the Blue Mountains National Park”. 

o that the existing Blue Mountains Swamps mapping be overlaid onto the Groundwater Vulnerability 
map, and these swamp areas be designated high groundwater vulnerability (Clause 6.8). 

o that Clause 6.33 be amended to specifically prohibit hoofed animals, regardless of stocking rates, 
from all E2 zoned land and environmentally sensitive areas (mapped or defined as Protected Areas). 

These Part 6 Local Provisions include environmental protection provisions in the current LEPs. They are 
critical to retaining and strengthening existing environmental protections. It is critically important that Blue 
Mountains residents support these local provisions in a written submission. If they are not included in the 
final published plan many existing environmental protections will be lost at the expense of the Blue 
Mountains environment.  

 support for Schedule 6 Significant Vegetation Communities to be included in the new LEP. This is another 
critically important issue. LEPs 1991 and 2005 contained Schedules of significant vegetation communities. 
DLEP 2013 includes Schedule 6 Significant Vegetation Communities (including threatened species) against 
the Department of Planning and Infrastructure’s wishes. The Department wanted this to be a Schedule in a 
Development Control Plan which does not have the same legal weight as an LEP. It is essential that this 
Schedule be in the new LEP because it gives legal protection to significant vegetation that has not yet been 
mapped on a site but may be identified in a site inspection as part of the development application 
assessment process. 

 support for the inclusion of ‘environmentally constrained land’, ‘notional development area’, ‘rare species of 
flora’ and ‘Scenic and Landscape Values Map’ in the DLEP 2013 Dictionary, and for the addition of a 
definition of ‘invasive species’  with a reference to Schedule F2 “Weeds List” in the Better Living 
Development Control Plan. This addition supports the Society’s amended R6 Residential Character 
Conservation zone objective to protect nearby bushland areas from the impact of invasive species.  

 

 

 

 


