
 

 

 

For those of you who have done first aid, the Australian 
Government emissions trading scheme's appropriately 
referred to as CPR (Carbon Pollution Reduction). Not 
Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation, but we think the 
Earth's is in cardiac arrest from clogged arteries. Philip 
Sutton of the Greenleap Institute even uses a hospital 
term in Climate Code Red (www.climatecodered.org) 
How does it work? Well it's kind of like a game of 
international poker, where countries are playing to 
slightly different rules, but all involve the exchange of 
cards of set pollution value called "credits". Many 
countries at the moment are waiting for others to show 

their hand before 
making a move. Don't 
believe what you hear 
about us being first; the 
Europeans have had a 
scheme since 2005.  
Japan & Canada are at 
the same stage as us. 
Even in the USA, which 
hasn't signed Kyoto, 

some states have their own scheme.  Sure, China, with 
the huge growth seen at the Olympics needs to join, but 
that doesn't mean we shouldn't. This is how it works: 

1. A cap is set on the carbon to be released. 
2. Industries will need to acquire permits. 
3. The carbon pollution will be checked. 
4. More permits can be bought from those who 

reduce emissions and have spare. 

How could it affect you? Well, the theory is that the 
price of permits will encourage polluters to reduce 
emissions to save money causing grocery prices to rise. 
The Government intends to assist low income 
households to adjust to the impact of energy prices. So, 
who's in?: the coal, oil and gas industries obviously 
(but the petrol fuel excise will be cut to keep prices 
down! - great, just as people are changing their habits),  
electricity generators, landfill and tree plantations. 
 Who's out then?: it seems agriculture is in the too  

 
 
hard basket until at least 2015, land clearing and 
logging (it's thought that current laws will stop that just 
as well as it does now!). How do we do it?: well, two 
ways really - we can replace trees that have been cut 
down and  implement alternatives to fossil fuels. This 
edition of Strobos will look at some ways our community 
needs to or should change to embrace the "Carbonless 
Age". Each story this month looks at how we can do 
these two things. Stacey writes about Tree Day, 
Jackson reviews community wind power and Marc talks 
to the Alternative Technology Association.   Fiona 
 
Now, Four Corners on the ABC may not be your choice 

of Monday night 
viewing, but check 
out the 4th of August 
program on the 
internet or CD about 
the Arctic sea ice 
melting. Also, in 
November, Con Soc 

intends to hold a special presentation about the effect of 
climate change on our Blue Mountains fauna and flora.  
Get involved to make your school carbon neutral.  Fiona 
 

 

The Central West & Blue Mountains branch of the 
Alternative Technology Association (ATA) was launched 
in Blackheath this month. ATA (Alternative Technology 
Association) is a not for profit organisation, promoting 

sustainability. They 
provide services to 
members who wish 
to build or renovate 
their home, save 
water or install 
renewable energy.  

We spoke with Lis 
Bastian (seen in 

the photo in need of alternative technology) "The 
hardest thing is knowing how to prioritise the changes 
we need to make and what the best choices on a 
budget in the Mountains may be. What is the most 
energy efficient hot water system or car to buy if you 
can't access public transport"? The ATA is debating 
these questions so check   www.ata.org.au.  Since we 
are doing a story on community wind power, we asked 
about the viability of domestic wind turbines. "The ATA 
are researching this and other issues like the effect on  



 

soils after they have been watered by greywater" she 
advised. "We publish a very informative magazine 
called Renew which will include the answers to these 
questions" Those present, discussed how to retrofit the 
old School Residence opposite Blackheath Public as 
model for the community and agreed to meet on a 
monthly basis starting in September. This new branch 
of the ATA will compile stories, slides, videos and a 
blog on choices people made, and why, on their 
website.  Is it worth investing in solar panels now or 
wait for more advanced technology? We suggest your 
school applies for the $50000 Solar School grant now. 
Jackson 
 

 
 
The Hepburn Regional Energy Association in Victoria is 
set to build and operate its own wind farm producing 
enough energy to power over 2,000 homes. Together 
with a grant of $1 million from the State Government the 

residents will buy and own 
shares in order to raise the 
estimated $8 million needed. 
Tony Gill, who  helped set up 
the project said "Community-
owned wind farms have been 
operating overseas for some 
years" Is this something which 
is viable in the Blue Mountains. 
It seems windy enough!  Marc 
 

 
  
Last month's National Tree Day 2008 - Sunday 27 July 
and Schools Tree Day - Friday 25 July, was a huge  
success, with environmental groups, community groups, 
businesses, councils, schools, and members of the 
community digging in to benefit the environment. The 
photo, right shows Katoomba High students. Thanks to 
Blue Mountains Council 
and Wildplant Rescue for 
supplying the trees. The 
Wolgan Valley Resort & 
Spa started planting the 
first 18 of an estimated 
150 Wollemi Pines on 
their property near 
Lithgow. Help was given  
 

 
on the planning and site location by an ex Blue 

Mountains High School 
student David Noble, the 
discoverer of the original 
trees in the wild and 
founder of "Wollemi Pine in 
the Wild". U.S. college 
students studying bush 
regeneration helped out 
(photo at left). National 
Tree Day is our biggest 
community tree-planting 
event. Since it started in 
1996 more than 1.5 million 

volunteers have planted over 11.5 million native trees 
and shrubs. I was unlucky to not be able to get to a site 
on the day of the planting so I planted some trees in my 
garden and the nature strip in my street.  Stacey 
 
Did you hear the one about the recent lifestyle program 
where a family is sent to the country to learn how to 
overcome their wasteful bad habits and live sustainably 
"happy ever after". They come back and do all the right 
stuff: add insulation to the house, switch gadgets off 
and so on. At the end, the family sees the error of their 
ways and the host announces that they have saved 
$10000 a year. ñWhat are you going to do with the 
money?ò they're asked. No hesitation!  ñGo on an 
overseas holidayò.  So all that effort blown in one go, 
using one of the worst carbon emitting ways of 
travelling. True story!  
 

 
 

Over a thousand Blue Mts. 
students joined the 
Climate torch relay on 
the13th August with a run 
into Wentworth Falls 
village for inspirational 
speeches and signing of 
letters to Mr Rudd. The 

torch then went to Korowal, Blue Mountains Grammar 

and Wentworth Falls Public. The following day it 
arrived at Katoomba High where it did a hundred 
laps of the oval before proceeding to Echo Point to 

be picked up by the Lithgow group and then around 
the state of NSW. Four more torches in other states 
will meet it in Canberra on the 21st September to be 
received by the Prime Minister.     Alastair 

www.bluemountains.org.au 


