
 
 

 
 

On the 3rd April, as a commitment from the Youth 

Environment Summit, 20 students representing 10 

Blue Mountain schools went to Mr Bob Debusô 

office in Springwood. Mr. Debus is the Federal 

Parliament member for Macquarie, which includes 

the Blue Mountains, and Minister for Home Affairs. 

He has specific responsibilities for refugees so we 

asked him first about climate refugees. Stacey 

 

Already, young people and their families in the 

Pacific are being displaced by climate change.  See 

my report in March strobes for the full story. The 

Australian Federal government does not presently 

recognise climate or 

environmental refugees. 

We asked for different 

treatment for climate 

refugees to political 

ones. We donôt want to 

see climate refugees locked in detention centres. 

We think there should be a new visa category for 

them with agreed intake criteria and quotas.  

Australia needs to take steps to aid territories that 

are close to sea level in the Pacific region and 

provide funding to those countries for climate 

change adaptation. We asked Mr. Debus to include 

something on his website about these issues, and 

requested feedback, in 2 months time after World 

Environment Day. Fiona & Jess (Blue Mountains 

Grammar) 

 

Coal is a massive contributor to climate change so 

we want to reduce emissions from electricity 

generation, particularly local 

coal-fired power stations such 

as Wallerawang and Mount 

Piper. We think a five year 

plan should be adopted to 

phase out coal as long as that 

is done together with a policy of transition for 

workers at the Macquarie region coal-fired power 

stations. The communities affected need realistic 

long term employment opportunities to be  provided 

by way of tax incentives for alternative sustainable 

industry.  

We asked Mr. Debus three questions:  

1. Why are we using trucks for transporting 
coal and other goods rather than trains?  
Can we develop a rural rail system 

2. Why wasnôt climate change taken into 
account when Mount Piper was built? How 
are you going to ensure it will be for any 
possible future power plants? 

3. What effect will the privatisation of Mount 
Piper have on efforts in the Blue 
Mountains to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions from coal? 

 

He explained that when these power stations were 

built, climate change was not accepted as a 

possibility. With regard to the privatisation issue, he 

pointed out that around the world some of the 

biggest polluters were Government owned and 

disputed that shareholders would necessarily 

dictate their operation if effective regulation was in 

place. We are not convinced and still think rail 

should be used more. The law should ensure that 

climate change is taken into account when new 

power stations and mines are opened. (Korowal) 

 

We are having a huge effect on the Blue Mountains 

local environment, Australia and the world. We are 

polluting our oceans, wasting water, throwing too 

many things away. We think there is too much 

packaging that is not made of recycled material and 

that canôt be reused. Too 

much rubbish is being put 

into our local tips. We 

think there are too many 

trees, in Australia and in 
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our tropical Northern neighbours, being cut down so 

that many animals are losing their homes and may 

become extinct like the Thylacine (picture)  We 

made a ñBiodiversity Mattersò poster and asked Mr. 

Debus to put it on his wall. (Ellison school) 

With regard for transport, we think there is room for 

the Government to review the way fuels and cars 

are taxed to provide greater incentive for people to 

use biofuels like ethanol and hybrid or fully electric 

cars. There should be a national public transport 

strategy to encourage more travel on buses and 

trains or for people to work closer to home. 

 

We asked for all logging of old growth forests in 

Tasmania to be stopped and the Regional Forest 

agreements reviewed. There needs to be more 

bush regeneration and more trees to be planted  in 

our area with 

laws in place to 

outlaw the sale 

and importation 

of weeds or 

plants which 

may become noxious weeds. People should be 

given incentives to recycle more and throw away 

less. The drink tap water campaign we launched 

last year will help reduce the amount of plastic 

consumed. The Government should think about 

promoting a similar scheme in other areas and 

introducing a nationwide refund on bottles like in 

South Australia. We certainly think there should be 

no more new tips in the Blue Mountains. Our school 

is having difficulty finding a company to take our 

aluminium cans, glass and plastic. It seems to 

depend on where your school is to what programs 

are available. All schools regardless of location 

should be able to operate sustainably. Clare & Rita 

(Katoomba High) 

 

More of our green waste could 

be turned into mulch. The Blue 

Mountains Council should be congratulated for 

providing a kerbside collection service but we think 

this is only a fraction of what we produce.  Other 

cities have declared themselves plastic bag free 

zones. We should do the same and gradually move 

to more biodegradable bags, recycled paper bags 

and then one day soon NO MORE PLASTIC BAGS.  

Finn (Springwood high) 

 

Presently, there are no existing criteria and not 

enough support for schools to be environmentally 

sustainable. We welcome the Solar Schools 

program but we need targets and more incentives. 

There should be a National Benchmark for schools 

with audits to encourage environmental 

responsibility and 

sustainability. We 

asked Mr. Debus if it 

was possible for 

Blue Mountains 

schools to receive 

funding from the 

grants, being 

introduced from July 1st, to allow us to be a pilot of 

a Sustainable Schools Challenge. We asked him if 

he could raise the issue at the next COAG meeting 

(Coalition of Australian Governments) and advise 

us of the response. Finn (Springwood High) 

 

When the subject of more sustainable heating was 

raised, we spoke about the use of unflued gas 

heaters in schools. It was explained that they emit 

poisonous fumes such as carbon monoxide, nitrous 

dioxide and formaldehyde. These Heaters are 

banned nearly everywhere else in the world and 

may contribute to the asthma rate in amongst Blue 

Mountains kids being 40% higher than the rest of 

Australia.   

We asked Mr. Debus for Blue Mountains schools to 

be called cold climate schools and for him to 

express support for the campaign on his website.  

Luna and Liam (Blackheath Primary) 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


